
 - RECORD #1087 DETAIL
First Name : Karen S. & W. Shepherdson
Last Name : Abell
Business Name :
Address : 8603 Village Park Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Abell letter.pdf (48 kb)





 - RECORD #2154 DETAIL
First Name : I.
Last Name : Abood
Business Name :
Address : 7900 Kentbury Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. I.A. Bood.pdf (896 kb)





 - RECORD #716 DETAIL
First Name : Godbless
Last Name : Abu
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GODBLESSMEGOOD@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : ok  the  purple  line



 - RECORD #3358 DETAIL
First Name : Drew
Last Name : Ackermann
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20772
Email Address : ackermann.andrew@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : How about a Twitter account? Would love to receive updates this way.



 - RECORD #2896 DETAIL
First Name : Alex
Last Name : Acosta
Business Name :
Address : 4700 Essex Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : alexandra.acosta@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to express my opposition to the currently-proposed Purple

Line light rail project.  It threatens to destroy the integrity of one of our
County's greatest environmental and recreational resources -- the
Capital Crescent Trail.  If the light rail is built, it will not only destroy one
section of the trail, but leave the rest of the trail vulnerable to threats
from future development.  Please vote to pursue the BRT alternative.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1988 DETAIL
First Name : Mike
Last Name : Acuña
Business Name :
Address : 8312 Stedmall Terrace
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20886
Email Address : MJACUNA@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Greetings

I am writing as a citizen, voter, outdoor enthusiast, and race director to
urge you to preserve the wonderful resource for health and fitness which
so many now utilize in Montgomery County that is the Capital Crescent
Trail. As a long time member of the Montgomery County Road Runners
Club, runner and race director of the Parks Half Marathon, I have had
the opportunity to witness first hand the great numbers of county
residents who regularly utilize the trail for a wide variety of activities from
hiking, jogging, dog walking, baby walking, bird watching, bike riding and
just taking time to spend in a natural setting away from traffic, asphalt
and pavement. I have been privileged to direct a race which brings
thousands of runners to our county every year to traverse the scenic
Rock Creek and Capital Crescent Trails. Just last year this race raised
over $30,000 that was distributed to both M-NCPPC and non-profit
organizations in the county, but more so it brought rave reviews of

  the s
cenic beauty that exists in our county that would be destroyed if the
Purple Line were to be built on the existing Georgetown Branch and
Capital Crescent Trails.

In addition to what could be a terrible loss of parkland, destruction of the
Capital Crescent trail to make way for the Purple Line would also result
in a public health and safety hazard as thousands of walkers, runners,
and cyclists would resort to running on crowded streets competing with
vehicular traffic for foot space. Just as bad, many people that are
motivated to exercise through access to the serenity of the Capital
Crescent trail may instead opt to stay in doors and live the sedentary life
that too many Americans already support.

In summary, this section of trail is a critical link for runners, walkers and
bikers between Bethesda and Rock Creek Park and has been a vital
part of many local road races which have raised considerable money for
local causes and in which Montgomery County has been a partner with
the Montgomery County Road Runners. These races, which can be
done with much less impact on traffic than those which require the use
of local roads, are a great healthy activity and would be shut down or
dramatically and adversely affected by any conversion of the CCT to a
light rail line.

Please do not underestimate the importance of this resource to our
community-it is of much greater significance than you can imagine.
Please save this resource for all of us and those who will come after us.
Once its gone we'll never have the chance to get it back.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3207 DETAIL
First Name : E.
Last Name : Adams
Business Name :
Address : 111 Lee Avenue #312
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : elizabethadams78@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Adams 35883.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #3336 DETAIL
First Name : Stephani
Last Name : Adams
Business Name : McGraw-Hill Construction Dodge
Address : 4107 51st Street
City : Bladensburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20710
Email Address : stephani_adams@mcgraw-hill.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to receive the project newsletter and a current status on the

project and it's funding



 - RECORD #927 DETAIL
First Name : Leonard
Last Name : Adler
Business Name :
Address : 4211 Bel Pre Rd
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. This was needed 20 years

ago. Light rail is the most prudent investment in lasting value. It will be
most popular.

Attachments : Ceruzzi_Paul_Comment Cards.pdf (55 kb)





 - RECORD #1753 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Afflerbach
Business Name :
Address : 600 Dartmouth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : AFFLO@UMD.EDU



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Peter Afflerbach.  I am a resident of Silver Spring and have
lived at
600 Dartmouth Avenue since 1990.  I am submitting these written
comments
to be included in the complete record
for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.  I would like to begin
by
letting you know that I am in agreement with the detailed written
comments
submitted by Seven Oaks
- Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.

Although I have a "No Train On Wayne" sign prominently displayed in
my front
lawn, I want to let you know that the operative word on that sign for me
is "on."
I support public transit in general and the Purple Line specifically.  I am
against
a train ON Wayne but would strongly support a train UNDER Wayne.  It
is my
understanding that existing data supports the feasibility of a system that
tunnels under downtown Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue
from
Cedar Street to Mansfield Road.  Furthermore, I understand that not only
would
such an approach be cost effective enough to qualify for federal funding,
it
would likely improve ridership and decrease travel time.

The tunnel UNDER Wayne approach would improve the efficiency of the
entire
line while maintaining the beauty and tranquility of downtown Silver
Spring and
nearby communities.

The following are a list of my concerns about what would happen in my
neighborhood should there be a train above ground on Wayne Avenue
in
downtown Silver Spring:

My quiet little street is currently a popular detour for fast moving cars
who
want to avoid the traffic on Wayne.  I fear that an above ground Purple
Line on
Wayne will make streets like mine much more popular for people who
want to
avoid what will be a much more complex traffic pattern. It has been my
experience that when Wayne is closed temporarily for local events, the
traffic
on Dartmouth Street is bumper to bumper.  Current "cut through" streets
will
become major thoroughfares for people trying to escape brutal new
traffic
patterns.  Not only will this be annoying, it will be dangerous for the
many
small children that live and play in my neighborhood.

Long trains (180 feet long, or more than half a football field in length!)
crossing Georgia Avenue, entering the intersection of Wayne and
Fenton
diagonally as a fifth stream of traffic, and passing the entrance to the
Whole



Foods shopping center parking lot - on the average of every three
minutes
from one direction or the other during three-hour peak periods and at
speeds
of no more than 5 to 15 miles per hour - will create even worse traffic
conditions in downtown Silver Spring than exist today and threaten the
vitality
of the recently revived downtown.

Neither a surface route through downtown Silver Spring nor a station at
Fenton
Street at the new Silver Spring Library is necessary for development
downtown.
Substantial and highly successful development so far
in most sectors of the downtown over the last eight years has been very
successful with the Silver Spring Transit Center/Metro Station only a 5-
to-10-
minute slow or moderate walk from all parts of the Silver Spring
CBD.  There will be a Purple Line station at the Silver Spring Transit
Center, and
there will no point in any yet undeveloped portion of the CBD that is
more than
a 5-to-10-minute walk from the Silver Spring Transit
Center.  The planned Fenton Street/Library station is only a 4-block, 6-
minute
walk to the Silver Spring Transit Center.  Moreover, the downtown will
not be
an attractive place for shoppers and visitors if the streets
become more clogged due to an extremely slow moving train across
major
streets.

The surface route that MTA has proposed on Wayne Avenue will bisect
the
community and will run on what will be the only essentially residential
road in
the entire 16 miles of the project.

A surface route on Wayne Avenue will result in widening of nearly two-
thirds of
the just more than one mile of Wayne on which the Purple Line will run
from
Fenton Street to the other side of Sligo Creek Parkway.  The land for the
widening will come mainly from homeowners' front yards both within and
outside of the right of way.  This widening, primarily for long left turn
lanes at
signaled intersections on Wayne, will increase the traffic capacity on
Wayne and
the traffic volume will grow to fill it. There will be more cars on Wayne
with a
surface Purple Line on Wayne than without it.  Previously, the County
had
approved plans to effectively narrow Wayne Avenue by replacing a lane
with
what was to be the Green Trail bike path.  I hope you can imagine the
disappointment and incredulity of having a long-term plan for a bicycle
path
(which would do much for the neighborhood in terms of reducing
pollution)
replaced by a train.

The surface route will result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue



entrance to the
large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle School and Sligo
Creek
Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted onto
Dale Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.

Traffic congestion will worsen with the interaction of the Purple Line with
traffic
to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot and the Wayne
Avenue Garage.

There is no demonstrated need for a station at Dale Drive.  MTA's
projected
daily station boardings figure for a station at Dale defies field observation
and
common sense and is more than the number of homes, almost all of
which are
single-family, within half a mile of Dale.  The County's data shows that
there
are only 4 boardings in the morning peak hour for the Ride On #15 bus
at Dale
(and very few at nearby stops) and 145 at the Sligo Creek stop alone,
where
most the boardings are from high-density residential dwellings that are
nearer
to the next planned Purple Line station to the east (Manchester Place)
than to
the Dale Drive station.  Moreover, recently released data from MTA
suggests
that with tunneling and no station at Dale, ridership for the entire Purple
actually increases significantly.  In addition, there will be greatly
increased
noise in the community as a result of the braking of trains, amplified
announcements, and clanging of bells or beeping as trains near the
station.

MTA's traffic analysis is flawed in a number of major ways.  Not the least
of
these, the analysis is based in part on an assumption that cars can
travel at 45
miles per hour on Wayne, although the speed limit on Wayne is 30 mph,
and at
various times near schools, 25 mph.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

In sum, while I am a fan of mass transit, the idea of a train on Wayne
Avenue is
absurd.  There are viable options to this mistake, and I hope you will
seriously
consider them and choose one!



 - RECORD #1623 DETAIL
First Name : Georgio
Last Name : Agouridis
Business Name :
Address : 4510 w virginia ave
City : behtesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I think this is a super idea which will help out so many US citizens and

ease the traffic in the DC Metro area.  This should be apporved.  Green
light



 - RECORD #1907 DETAIL
First Name : Shekhar
Last Name : Aiyar
Business Name :
Address : 4213 Oakridge Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : SAIYAR@IMF.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #759 DETAIL
First Name : Lara
Last Name : Akinbami
Business Name :
Address : 10209 Oldfield Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : tojohnlara@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am one of the drivers clogging the beltway in Maryland because it

would take me more than twice as long to ride the red line to work and
back.  If the purple line light rail option existed, I would happily trade my
frustrating drive for a more environmentally-friendly public transit
commute.  It would also help to improve the air quality for all the
communities and schools nearby the beltway and dramatically impact
carbon emissions.  Please take Montgomery County into the future of
effective and responsible public transportation.



 - RECORD #1031 DETAIL
First Name : Elaine
Last Name : Akst
Business Name :
Address : 4609 Norwood Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ELAINEAKST@GMAIL.C
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Dear Governor  O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson, and County Council members,

I am writing to let you know that I oppose putting the purple line
along the crescent trail from Silver Spring to Bethesda.  This line
will destroy vital green-space and a peaceful commuting and recreation
route used by thousands.  If you take the time to walk or bike this
route, you will see the beauty of undisturbed nature and a treasure in
our county.

Putting the route along an existing road, rather than a nature trail,
would allow the same needed commuting without destroying a unique
pedestrian route.  In addition, moving the route further north will
enable it to connect to the NIH and Bethesda Naval.  Given the
increased use expected at Betheda Naval and the need for transit, it
seems exceptionally short-sited to situate the purple line where it is
inaccessible to people with medical needs.

Good public transit needs to keep the needs of the public in mind.
That includes the public who will use the line (such as patients at
Bethesda Naval) and the public that uses alternate modes of
environmentally-friendly transportation (such as the crescent trail).
Bikes and feet are the most environmentally friendly modes of
transportation we have.  Our public officials should be encouraging
such commuting rather than punishing it.

I support the trail, and I VOTE!

Sincerely,
Elaine Akst
4609 Norwood Drive
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #3333 DETAIL
First Name : Sharon
Last Name : Albaugh
Business Name : Environmental Validation
Address : 3420 Cornwall Rd
City : Dundalk
State : MD
Zip Code : 21222
Email Address : schusseditor1@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Why can't you plan to extend/build a line that would not require travel on

the Washington Beltway??
New Carrollton is a great place but it still requires me to drive down 95,
cross 3-4 lanes of traffic on the Capitol Beltway to get to it.  Can't a line
be build from someplace like Laurel that would connect to the purple line
or another line?



 - RECORD #1396 DETAIL
First Name : Penny
Last Name : Alberg
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Constantine-Davis, Jean.pdf (59 kb)





 - RECORD #2574 DETAIL
First Name : Todd
Last Name : Albertson
Business Name :
Address :
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20008
Email Address : TODSNOBERT@RCN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I use the CC Trail quite often for road cycling rides. There isn't that much
in the area that offers such convenience to parks and fitness through
nature in the metro area, not too mention, the amount of commercial
sales that are given to the end of the trail at stores in Bethesda from
users at souther points. Let's be honest, metro Maryland is already at
critical mass -  NOT with adequete public transportation which it has,
BUT with mismanaged and poorly designed infrastructure. Rather than
add another line, re-assess what's existing and adjust. Be smart.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1749 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Albores
Business Name :
Address : 2007 Hanover Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : RICKY.ALBORES@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews and Ms.

Ratcliff:

I am a resident of North Woodside in Silver Spring, immediately adjacent
to the right-of-way to be utilized for the proposed Purple Line transit
project.

Earlier this month the Montgomery County Planning Department staff
added their voice to the growing list of endorsers of the medium Light
Rail option using the Master Plan alignment and I am writing to express
my support for many of the conclusions of the staff.
I specifically support the following conclusions of the planning staff:

Only Light rail, and not bus rapid transit, can carry the heavy passenger
loads foreseen for the Purple Line;
Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and Silver
Spring;
Complete the hiker-biker trail as part of the project, including parallel
routes in Bethesda through the Air Rights Tunnel and on Bethesda and
Willow Avenues, and along an off-road corridor along the CSX right of
way into the Transit Center in Silver Spring;
Create a 12 ft hiker-biker trail width wherever feasible along the Purple
Line railway (I think that this is critically important so that all residents
(especially those in Silver Spring) can equally enjoy a trail as well-
maintained and accessible as the Capitol-Crescent trail section west of
Bethesda that leads to Georgetown (that trail directly benefits the
residents of Bethesda without any fear/plans of sharing the right-of-way
with transit lines); and
Include a stop serving Downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton Village
area integrated with the new Silver Spring library.
I also support the expedited construction of the Bethesda South
Entrance as a priority infrastructure project under the Stimulus program
being developed by the new Obama administration.  I hope you will join
us in encouraging Governor O'Malley to move the Light Rail Purple Line
into construction on the swiftest possible timeline.



 - RECORD #2360 DETAIL
First Name : Edward
Last Name : Alden
Business Name :
Address : 5625 Lambeth Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : EDWARD.ALDEN@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I have been a regular user of the Georgetown Branch section of the
Capital Crescent Trail for many years, both for recreation and as a bike
route to commute to my work in downtown Washington. The trail is
indeed one of the area's great public amenities.We have lavished praise
on visionary decisions by political leaders in the past to save our natural
areas, from Rock Creek Park to the C&O Canal Trail. We need the same
kind of vision now with decisions that both meet our transit needs and
preserve our dwindling natural places.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #69 DETAIL
First Name : Joan
Last Name : Alderman
Business Name : Joan Alderman
Address : PO Box 959
City : Olney
State : MD
Zip Code : 20830
Email Address : jalderman12@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : Please add me to your newsletter and upcoming meetings list.



 - RECORD #709 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. Ilias
Last Name : Alevizos
Business Name :
Address : 4242 East West Highway
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ALEVIZOS@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Please do not destroy the best part of our neighborhood. Do not take
away one of the main reasons why  we moved in this city. Me and my
family are using the trail every day for recreation. It is a "paradise" in the
city, and its existence was one of the factors that made me and my
family decide to move where we are now. It is really unique to be able to
live in a city setting and still have the luxury to take your family with the
bikes with safely and reach the center. Please respect the environment
and our needs.

Up until 1985, a coal-bearing freight train ran a few times a week, at
about 15 mph --  on a single track -- along a narrow berm, buffered by
forest.   That  tree-lined berm  is now the Capital Crescent Trail.  In
1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of way,
and in the 1990's, when future transit use was written into the master
plan, the purple Line was conceived as a single track "trolley" between
Bethesda and Silver Spring because the corridor was so narrow.
However, since that time, plans for the Purple Line have evolved into
shoehorning into this narrow corridor, a double tracked transit system,
with trains passing in both directions every three minutes  -- without
concern for hundreds of nearby homes, condominiums, and apartments
and without concern for the preservation of the Capital Crescent Trail as
we know it.

I urge you to protect our irreplaceable trees and greenspaces for
generations to come, and to put transit on roads -- such as Jones Bridge
Road,  East-West Highway, the Beltway --  or tunneled underground.
Why would we destroy our irreplaceable greenspaces when we have
other options?

Bus Rapid Transit could run from Silver Spring to Bethesda on Jones
Bridge Road via a stop at Bethesda Medical Center, and relieve traffic
congestion created by BRAC (relocation of Walter Reed) and NIH.  This
plan is half the cost of light rail, has lower operating costs, allows for
funding other transit needs in the County,  preserves most of the Trees
and the natural Trail, and would complete the Capital Crescent Trail all
the way into Silver Spring.

In the meantime, the State should study long-term solutions such as
connecting the two legs of the Red Line with a Metro (not light rail),
along the Beltway or underground to improve our existing Metro system.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Dr. Ilias Alevizos
4242 East West Highway
apt#610
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #907 DETAIL
First Name : Arthur
Last Name : Alexander
Business Name :
Address : 3517 Raymond St.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ARTHUR.ALEXANDER@ATT.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I have been studying the arguments for and against the Purple Line and

have come to the firm conclusion that it is NOT IN THE BEST
INTERESTS
OF RESIDENTS.

As a frequent walker and biker along the Capital Creascent Trail, I
have often noted the heavy use of that trail as well as its proximity
to residential areas. The Purple Line would be highly negative to
trail users and nearby residents.

Furthermore, alternatives are available, from enhanced bus service to
completing the Red Line Metro loop, which makes most sense in the
long
run.

Put me down as firmly against the Purple Line.

Arthur Alexander
3517 Raymond St.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
301-652-4574



 - RECORD #1567 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Alexander
Business Name :
Address : 4213 Jefferson ST.
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20781
Email Address : jexander@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : We need the purple line! BRT, light rail or actual metro. The time is now.

The need is present.



 - RECORD #1569 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Alexander
Business Name :
Address : 4213 Jefferson ST.
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20781
Email Address : jexander@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following

components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #1839 DETAIL
First Name : Tamara
Last Name : Alexander
Business Name :
Address : 11502 Rabbit Run Terrace
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : In favor of the purple line light rail



 - RECORD #3178 DETAIL
First Name : Tamara
Last Name : Alexander
Business Name :
Address : 11502 Rabbit Run Terrace
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : talexa2003@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Alexander 35765.pdf (104 kb)







 - RECORD #457 DETAIL
First Name : Aleta
Last Name : Allmond
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ALETAALLMOND@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Good morning.

Three years ago when I would catch the Y bus up Georgia Avenue
(North(?)) to Georgia and Connecticut Avenue it was a very time
consuming trip from there to the Twinbrook metro.  At that time the
buses ran every ½ and if you missed the connection (Y buses are
notorious for not running on schedule) it would sometimes take upwards
of 50 minutes or more and coming back was worse.  I often felt as if I
could walk from twinbrook to Connecticut in the same amount of time.  I
am saying this to say it would be more beneficial to have the purple line
Connecticut with a connection between  Twinbrook station and
Glenmont.  It is a short distance and I believe you would pick-up more
rider ship from people coming to areas closer within the DC Metro area.
In addition, I avoid having to take the red line from as far down ad White
Flint to DC Metro Center because it is a long ride.  Living closer to
Glenmont, if I have to go downtown from work now, I drive to the
Glenmont area (or Wheaton) and catch the train downtown.   It is a
much nicer ride and less grueling then coming from the other end of the
red line to downtown DC.

I also had the experience of living at East/West Hwy and Colesville Road
and commuting from there to Bethesda and Gaithersburg (my house
was under restoration after a tree hit it – long story) and the bus service
from Silver Spring metro to Bethesda metro included express busses
and the commute was excellent.  With such good bus service in place
and the roads yielding to a quick hop, skip and a jump from Silver Spring
to Bethesda Metro,  I feel the service, which I would go as far as saying
is superior, from Silver Spring to Bethesda is already there – meets
commuter needs.

Or, Perhaps the Purple line can snake around from Twinbrook to
Glenmont to Bethesda – food for thought.

Thank you,
Aleta Allmond
301-938-1382



 - RECORD #3234 DETAIL
First Name : Willis W.
Last Name : Allred
Business Name :
Address : 9213 Saybrook Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden: that

I support the "Purple Line.” My preference is for a light rail line, mostly
above grade from New Carrolton to Bethesda. There should be
strategically placed stops to serve all the communities in route. Further, I
support constructing the Capitol Cresent Hiker Biker Trail along the right
of way from Silver Spring Metro to Bethesda. This trail should follow the
Georgetown Branch Railroad right of way with pedestrian safety
improvements en route.

Yours truly,
Attachments : Allred_Willis.pdf (38 kb)





 - RECORD #3053 DETAIL
First Name : Bernard & Penny
Last Name : Alpher
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : bernpenn70@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Alpher 34827.pdf (61 kb)







 - RECORD #247 DETAIL
First Name : Bruce
Last Name : Altevogt
Business Name :
Address : 503 Greenbrier Dr.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please see the attached public comments that I would like to submit on

the draft AA/DEIS that was recently released.

Kind Regards,
Bruce Altevogt
503 Greenbrier Dr.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Attachments : Purple line Draft impact Altevogt.pdf (92 kb)



Michael Madden 

Project Manager 

Maryland Transit Administration 

6 St. Paul Street, 

Baltimore, MD 21202 

 

November 16, 2008 

 

 

Dear Mr. Madden, 

 

I am writing to provide public comment on the recently released Alternatives Analysis 

and Draft Environmental Impact Statement (AA/DEIS) document. I would like to start 

off by thanking you and your colleagues for all your efforts to bring improved public 

transportation options to Montgomery and Prince Georges counties. Having reviewed the 

draft AA/DEIS I am in support of the Medium Investment LRT (MI-LRT) and would like 

to make the following comments. 

 

• The dedicated or exclusive lanes offered by the MI-LRT would provide the 

effected communities the most benefit. 

• I believe that as indicated in the draft AA/DEIS the MI-LRT will increase 

mobility between the multiple communities that will be served. It will improve 

access to activity centers along the corridor, and I believe the impacts will be 

minimal to the communities. 

o I am in agreement that the MI-LRT will not result in a great deal of noise, 

if as indicated the appropriate mitigation strategies are utilized.  I do not 

see how the noise produced by the MI-LRT, if done properly, would be 

any different the hundreds of busses that currently drive up and down the 

roads every day.  

o I am also in agreement that given that the streets along different proposed 

routes already have high frequency bus operations, the conflicts generated 

by the MI-LRT on traffic and pedestrians would not be significantly 

different from conditions existing today.  

• The significant difference in the impact on the parks and other opens spaces (8.77 

vs. 16.15 acres) strongly supports the use of the MI-LRT compared to the Low 

Investment alternative. It is also worth noting that the MI-LRT will improve the 

access to parks and recreational areas. 
• The equity provided by the MI-LRT needs to be very carefully considered. 

Communities that are already fortunate to be affluent should not be able to have a 

louder voice than those who are less affluent. The MI-LRT will provide important 

and convenient access between New Carlton and Bethesda for tens of thousands 

of people who currently do not have an efficient mode of transportation. It will 

provide people of all socio-economic backgrounds equal access to the same 

amenities including, the University of Maryland, downtown Silver Spring and 

Bethesda, recreational facilities, etc. 



• As stated in the draft AA/DEIS, doing nothing, or relying on continued bus 

service would this service would be hampered by the same increasingly congested 
roadway conditions as the current and future No Build bus services.  

• I live 2.5 blocks off of Wayne Avenue (near the corner of Wayne and Dale, 503 

Greenbrier Dr.) and I am in full agreement that “longer tunnels in response to 

community concerns, specifically along Wayne Avenue, provides little 

improvement in the mobility benefits relative to the higher capital cost.” 

o In my opinion a longer tunnel along Wayne is not warranted and would 

threaten the critical Federal funding.  

• I am confident that a MI-LRT alignment along Wayne would result in significant 

benefits to the community including: 

o Increased home values 

o Improved pedestrian access 

o Improved traffic configurations 

• I do believe that any building of a MI-LRT will need to strongly take into account 

the impact on the local community. For example, for the SOECA community it 

will be important to ensure that traffic along Dale is not impacted. Traffic calming 

measures will be necessary. Due to the anticipated increase in pedestrian traffic 

improved pedestrian cross-walks along Dale and throughout the neighborhood 

will be needed.  

 

Thank you again for your efforts. I would like to close with the following few comments. 

Doing nothing is not an option. I applaud Maryland for investing in livable communities 

and encourage you to continue. We must provide relief for commuters and consumer and 

I believe that the MI-LRT provides the best mechanism to achieve these goals. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Bruce Altevogt 

503 Greenbrier Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 



 - RECORD #109 DETAIL
First Name : Fred
Last Name : Altman
Business Name :
Address : 3006 Blueridge Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : fredaa@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I noticed in today's Post that you will need sound walls to block the

squeaking sound of the wheels around curves.  A simpler more energy
efficient means to accomplish this is to use split axles so wheels don't
get dragged.



 - RECORD #344 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Altman
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : Nespammezpas@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam:

I strongly support the Purple Line and oppose any attempts to reroute it
along Jones Bridge road.

Sincerely,
James Altman



 - RECORD #758 DETAIL
First Name : JAMES
Last Name : ALTMAN
Business Name :
Address : 6509 4TH AVE
City : TAKOMA PARK
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I agree with the Post and the Gazette. Please support the light rail option

for the Purple Line.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #1369 DETAIL
First Name : Jose Luis
Last Name : Alvarez
Business Name :
Address : 14941 Carriage Square Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Jennifer Malatesta.pdf (74 kb)





 - RECORD #932 DETAIL
First Name : Fidelina
Last Name : Amaya
Business Name :
Address : 1410 Nicholson Street
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. We need more the PL than

the ICC!
Attachments : Amaya_Fidelina Comment Cards.pdf (61 kb)





 - RECORD #377 DETAIL
First Name : Anne
Last Name : Ambler
Business Name :
Address : 12505 Kuhl Road
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : ANAMBLER@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Testimony in favor of a light rail Purple Line

I have been fortunate to have traveled widely in Europe where trams old
and new coexist beautifully with people. They run on urban streets.
They run on grassy strips in cities in the Netherlands (e.g., Amsterdam,
The Hague, Delft) and France (e.g., Paris, Strasbourg, LeMans), and in
suburban areas.  In the Basel, Switzerland, suburbs, the grassed tracks
are separated from sidewalks and bikeways by hedges. These trams
provide mobility for all—residents and visitors, young and old.  They are
a quiet, colorful, non-smelly asset to the street scene.  And modern,
sleek tram and light rail lines are opening all over Europe and even the
United States.

Having devoted the last 10 years of my life to environmental protection
through hands-on work and advocacy, I fully appreciate the value of
trees to subdue stormwater, counteract the heat island effect, sequester
carbon, clean the air, provide wildlife habitat, and maintain human
mental health.  So I appreciate the environmental arguments of those
who oppose using the tree-lined Georgetown Branch for transit.  I also
fully appreciate that our car-centric society must change, and rapidly, if
we are to avoid the worst effects of global climate change.  Effective
transit is a key component to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  It
enables carless mobility and makes urban living more attractive,
reducing the desire for sprawl and thus preserving trees and forests.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, I worked with the Coalition for the
Capital Crescent Trail first to get Montgomery County to buy the
Georgetown Branch right-of-way, and then to clear the way for an
interim trail.  Funds were used for that purchase that required
preservation of the ROW in case of future need for a rail corridor.  That
need has arrived.

A direct cross county transit line serving the major commercial areas of
Bethesda and Silver Spring, the University of Maryland, and linking four
arms of our Metrorail system seems a no-brainer.  The only question is
what form it should take.

In order to realize the most benefit from this expenditure and minimize
the noise and air quality  impact to people living along the route, it
should be rail, powered by electricity.

I count benefits as speed of the trip, prospective ridership numbers and
how many of these are avoided car trips, ability of the system to expand
to meet future needs, and finally, impact on the communities through
which the line passes.

On mobility:  Even the high investment BRT trip from Bethesda to Silver
Spring would take 37% longer than the lowest investment rail trip (19



minutes vs 12 minutes).  When the rail line runs on streets, as in Silver
Spring and beyond, travel slows.  However, a Bethesda student in 2030
going to the U of Maryland on the low investment BRT would spend
more than an hour on the bus, whereas on low investment light rail, only
38 minutes.  And if we do nothing, she will be obliged to spend 81
minutes on the bus.  No, she won't.  She'll drive, further contributing to
congestion, to the parking problem at the university, and to greenhouse
gas emissions.

On ridership:  every light rail alternative beats the BRT
alternatives—even low investment LRT ridership at 59,300 tops high
investment BRT ridership at 58,900, and diverts 18,200 auto trips vs just
17,700 for BRT.  Recently opened light rail systems in the U.S. in Salt
Lake City, Denver, Dallas, and elsewhere have demonstrated that rail
has the ability to get people out of their cars. Portland started years ago
and now has a successful light rail network and a slimmer trolley. A rail
option would remove anywhere from 4 to 6 thousand more trips per day
from the roads than the Jones Bridge Road BRT, an annual extra benefit
of some 1.8 million fewer car trips.  According to MTA, light rail gives us
2.5 million more user benefit hours.

On impact:  People whose yards abut the Georgetown Branch Trail
would have cause for concern if a double bus lane were put in behind
their houses.  Two lanes of pavement would have stormwater and heat
implications.  Even if guided concrete tracks were used, with grass in
between, the effect of buses would be unpleasant, and such tracks
would need to be frequently repaired, since narrow bands would
deteriorate quickly.  Repair means moving in heavy equipment.  Rails
will last much longer.  The BRT route over Jones Bridge Road would
require taking property or banning cars from existing lanes, both heavy
impacts to the community.  Those who live along streets where Purple
Line rail will pass will be inconvenienced during construction, but they
will find rail preferable to the buses that now pass their houses and to a
BRT line.

I therefore urge selection of rail for the Purple Line, probably the mid
investment level that does not tunnel under the University of Maryland.
In as many places as possible, and certainly on the Georgetown Branch,
the track area should be sodded.  Trees must be planted to replace
those lost to construction on the Georgetown Branch link.  Adjacent
homeowners can plant additional trees in their back yards.  At
completion, the Capital Crescent Trail I worked for from Georgetown to
Bethesda and all the way into Silver Spring will FINALLY be realized.
Let's do it!

Anne Ambler

12505 Kuhl Road

Silver Spring, MD 20902



 - RECORD #1295 DETAIL
First Name : Anne
Last Name : Ambler
Business Name :
Address : 12505 Kuhl Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Anne Ambler, that's A-N-N-E, A-M-B-L-E-R. I live at 12505
Kuhl Road in Silver Spring, Maryland 20902.

I have been fortunate to have traveled widely in Europe where trams old
and new coexist beautifully with people. They run on urban streets, they
run on grassy strips in cities in the Netherlands,  in France, and in
suburban areas.

In the Basel, Switzerland suburbs, the grassed tracks separate the
sidewalks and bikeways by hedges. These trams provide mobility for all
- residents and visitors young and old.

They are a quest, colorful, non-smelly asset to the street scene. And
modern, sleek tram and light rail lines are opening all over Europe and
even the United States.

Having devoted the last 10 years of my life to environmental protection
through hands-on work and advocacy, I fully appreciate the value of
trees to subdue stormwater, counteract the heat island effect, sequester
carbon, clean the air, provide wildlife habitat and maintain human mental
heath.

I also fully appreciate that our car-centric society must change, and
rapidly, if we are to avoid the worst effects of global climate change.
Effective transit is a key component to reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.

It enables carless mobility and makes urban living more attractive,
reducing the desire for sprawl and thus preserving trees and forests.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, I worked with the Coalition for the
Capital Crescent Trail first to get Montgomery County to buy the
Georgetown Branch right-of-way, and then to clear the way for an
interim trail. Funds were used for that purchase that required
preservation of the right-of-way in case of future need for a rail corridor.
That need has arrived.

A direct cross county transit line serving the major areas of Bethesda
and Silver Spring, the University of Maryland, and linking four arms of
our metro rail system seems a no brainer. The only question is what
form it should take.

In order to realize the most benefit from this expenditure and minimize
the noise and air quality impact to people living along that route, it
should be rail, powered by electricity.

I count benefits as speed of the trip, prospective ridership numbers and
how many of these are avoided car trips, ability of the system to expand
to meet future needs, and finally, impact on the communities through
which the line passes.

On mobility: even the high investment BRT trip from Bethesda to Silver
Spring would take 37 percent longer than the lowest investment rail trip
(19 minutes versus 12).

When the rail line runs on streets as in Silver Spring and beyond, travel
slows. However, a Bethesda student in 2030 going to the University of
Maryland on the low investment BRT would spend more than an hour on
the bus, whereas on low investment light rail, only 38 minutes.

If we do nothing, she will be obliged to spend 81 minutes on the bus. No,
she won't. She will drive, further contributing to congestion, to the



parking problem at the University, and to greenhouse gas emissions.

On ridership: Every light rail alternative beats the BRT alternatives -
even low investment LRT ridership tops high investment BRT ridership
and diverts 18,200 auto trips versus just 17,700 for BRT.

Recently opened light rail systems in the U.S. in Salt Lake City, Denver,
Dallas and elsewhere have demonstrated that rail has the ability to get
people out of their cars.

A rail option would remove anywhere from 4,000 to 6,000 more trips per
day from the roads than the Jones Bridge Road BRT, an annual extra
benefit of some 1.8 million fewer car trips.

On impact: People whose yards abut the Georgetown Branch Trail
would have cause for concern if a double bus lane were put in behind
their houses. Two lanes of pavement would have stormwater and heat
implications.

Even if guided concrete tracks were used with grass in between, the
effect would be unpleasant, and such tracks would need to be frequent
repairs, since narrow bands would deteriorate quickly.

Repair means heavy equipment. Rails will last much longer. BRT route
over Jones Bridge Road would require taking property or banning cars
from existing lanes, both heavy impacts to the community.

Those who live along streets where purple line rail will pass will be
inconvenienced during construction, but they will find rail preferable to
the buses that now pass their houses and to a BRT line.

I therefore urge selection of rail for the purple line, probably the mid
investment level that does not tunnel under the University of Maryland.

In as many places as possible, and certainly on the Georgetown Branch,
the track area should be sodded. Trees must be planted to replace those
lost to construction. Adjacent homeowners can plant additional trees in
their backyards.

At completion, the Capital Crescent Trail from Georgetown to Bethesda
and all the way into Silver Spring will finally be realized. Let's do it.



 - RECORD #1850 DETAIL
First Name : Javier
Last Name : Amezcua
Business Name :
Address : 1110 Fidler Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : azt009@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I just want to express my support for the construction of the purple line.

I would really reduce my daily commute time from Silver Spring to
College Park.



 - RECORD #1909 DETAIL
First Name : Michael J.
Last Name : Amster
Business Name :
Address : 2001 Bishops Castle Drive
City : Olney
State : MD
Zip Code : 20832
Email Address : MIKE.AMSTER@GDC4S.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,
MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region. I am one of
them.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster. This region is SEVERELY DEFICIENT in the
availability of bike trails like the Capital Crescent Trail - and there are
other alternatives!

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2740 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel P.
Last Name : Anastasi
Business Name : District Sales Leader
Address : 6903 Rockledge Drive, Suite 520
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : DANASTASI@METLIFEHOMELOANS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please don't waste good money on such a crazy project as the Purple

Line.



 - RECORD #3380 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : amylouiseanderson@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

We are thinking of buying a townhouse near the Capital Crescent Trail,
but would not do so if the purple line is still a possibility. The trail is a
great place to run, walk and bike, and we hope to live near the trail.
However, we would not want to have a house near a train track, and
would not want to use a trail next to a train track. The noise and dust
from construction would be a problem as well. In addition, a nearby light
rail would surely have a negative effect on the resale value of the house.

I commute from Bethesda to College Park regularly, and think the J4
metrobus is great. It is hard to see a need for a light rail. Enhancing the
metrobus system makes much more sense to me, so that we can keep
the Capital Crescent Trail as it is.

If you could please let us know the current status of plans for the purple
line, it would be much appreciated.

Thank you very much,
Amy Anderson



 - RECORD #1756 DETAIL
First Name : Carol and John
Last Name : Anderson
Business Name :
Address : Edgevale Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CBAJSA@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : As homeowners who are directly impacted by the proposed construction

of the light rail line along the Capital Crescent Trail we must state our
strong objection to the destruction of the homes along the right-of-way
and of an irreplaceable urban forest.

When we read the articles in the various newspapers and listen to the
drum beat of “support” for the “Purple Line” we grow angrier and angrier.
We find it hard to use the term "Purple Line" because that term was
concocted by a public relations firm to sell the concept for their principal
to the public.  The articles are full of half truths and misinformation.
When the light rail was proposed in 1984 anyone who opposed its
construction was immediately branded an “Elitist” because of opposition
to the destruction of the right of way.  No one ever asked who were the
people affected by the destruction of the right of way:  government
employees , school teachers, retirees to name a few.  Nor has anyone
ever questioned the cost in terms of the loss of value in the homes along
the right of way.  There has never been any consideration that the light
rail line will come to within approximately ten (10) to twenty (20) feet
from the back of the homes along the trail.

The Maryland Transportation staff admits that the ridership figures are
based on projections to the year 2025, not projection to 2012 or a
current timeframe.  I used Metro from Bethesda to my job in downtown
Washington for 25 years and during that entire time  I never saw the
Metro buses to and from Silver Spring contain more that a hand-full of
passengers.  Where are all of these proposed people suddenly going to
come from?  We feel that this will be another “Oops” project that we as
homeowners and tax payers will pay for with increased taxes and lost
equity.



 - RECORD #1602 DETAIL
First Name : Fenwick
Last Name : Anderson
Business Name : small landlord -- no business name
Address : 8319 Roanoke Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : fenwickanderson@starpower.net
Submission Content/Notes : It's past time to supplement the Metro system with the Purple Line. Much

as I admire the Metro, my travels often take me around Montgomery
County. At the moment, that often means bus travel -- and the endless
expansion of traffic makes that ever more problematic.



 - RECORD #1646 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Anderson
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : robbanderson@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am agains the proposed light rail or bus route for the proposed Purple

Line.  The route would severly disrupt peaceful neighborhoods in Silver
Spring, Chevy Chase, and Bethesda but place the rail cars, in particular,
too close to homes and cause too much construction.  I disagree with
the "need" for the purple line and feel that the need is overstated.
However, if there is a such a need, the MTA would be better served with
an underground alternative similar to most of the rail lines within the
beltway.  I am strongly against the current proposal of an above ground
light rail or increased traffic for a rapid bus system.



 - RECORD #2839 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah B.
Last Name : Anderson
Business Name :
Address : 12 Froude Circle
City : Cabin John
State : MD
Zip Code : 20818
Email Address : SARAHB3@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As a resident of Cabin John and former resident of and frequent visitor

to downtown Bethesda AND as a dedicated biker & trail user I am writing
to express my opposition to the current plan for the Purple Line between
Silver Spring & Bethesda.  It will take down many trees and create more
surface area that will in turn drastically increase runoff of rain and snow
melt.  It will eliminate the much-needed park-like atmosphere that the
trail users enjoy currently.  It will put trail users and the trains/buses in
such close proximity as to be both obnoxious and dangerous.  AND it
will put trains in an area of Bethesda (near Bethesda Row) that is
already so busy & crowded that it just doesn't make sense to add
something else there, especially something of this magnitude that will
radically alter the public square feel of that part of Bethesda.

PLEASE DON'T DO THIS.

Even though it's a lot more money I would ask that you consider putting
the Purple Line underground.  Thanks for your consideration and please
do the right thing here.



 - RECORD #959 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Andrea
Business Name :
Address : 402 Dale Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : SANDREA5@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON THE PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS (SILVER
SPRING SEGMENT)

SUBMITTED BY

Susan Andrea

402 Dale Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning

Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I agree entirely with the written comments submitted by Mark Gabriele,
president of the Seven Oaks-Evanswood Citizens Association (SOECA),
concerning issues related to the proposed routing through downtown
Silver Spring and on Wayne Avenue, and I refer you to that statement
for a full explanation of the reasons I oppose routing the Purple Line at
grade through downtown Silver Spring and on Wayne Avenue.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring only if it is tunneled under
downtown Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar
Street to Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to
avoid significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the slowest,
most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.

There is MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement suggesting that it is feasible to design
a system with tunneling for this segment as to be cost effective for
federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel time, and
user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4 billion, which is
considerably lower than the “high-investment” light rail alternative that
MTA has assessed and the $5.2 billion Dulles Silver Line Metro project
that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved for federal
funding.



Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse impacts of a surface
route for this segment – impacts that testimonies and written comments
of others in the community have explained are not assessed in the
AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in meetings with
community representatives.  And it will make for a Purple Line that
enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the nearby
community.

I call your attention to the proposed stop at Dale Drive and Wayne
Avenue.  There is no demonstrated need for a station at Dale Drive.
MTA’s projected daily station boardings figure for a station at Dale defies
field observation and common sense and is more than the number of
homes, almost all of which are single-family, within half a mile of Dale.
The County’s data shows that there are only 4 boardings in the morning
peak hour for the Ride On #15 bus at Dale (and very few at nearby
stops) and 145 at the Sligo Creek stop alone, where most of the
boardings are from high-density residential dwellings that are nearer to
the next planned Purple Line station to the east (Manchester Place) than
to the Dale Drive station. Moreover, recently released data from MTA
suggests that with tunneling and no station at Dale, ridership for the
entire Purple actually increases significantly.

I fear that a station at Dale would lead to rezoning, which would result in
increased density, commercial development, and high rise apartment
and condominium buildings, changing forever the character of our
single-family residential neighborhood.  Are these development
possibilities the real reason that a station that cannot be justified in terms
of ridership is being proposed?  Is our neighborhood to be sacrificed for
this?

We need an alignment that will both help alleviate traffic problems well
into the future and also not have the dire effects on downtown Silver
Spring and the nearby neighborhoods that would be the inevitable result
of an at-grade alignment.  Tunneling is the answer.

Sincerely,

Susan Andrea

402 Dale Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #1818 DETAIL
First Name : Mary S. Andrews and
Last Name : Peter J. Murtha
Business Name :
Address : 8710 Second Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : PMURTHA@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Murtha_Peter.pdf (2 mb)









 - RECORD #1367 DETAIL
First Name : Rachel
Last Name : Andrews
Business Name :
Address : 11401 Commonwealth Drive
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please consider the greater good and future of the area and earth when

deciding upon the potential Purple Line addition to the mass
transportation system.  I support adding as many rails that are needed to
help the earth, area, and residents.  I was recently in London and it is
amazing to see the enormous amount of people who use the "tubes"
(and to learn about how many people that do not even own cars - or own
small, gas efficient cars).



 - RECORD #1551 DETAIL
First Name : Rachel
Last Name : Andrews
Business Name :
Address : 11401 Commonwealth Drive
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : RACHELDEANE@MAC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Rachel Andrews
11401 Commonwealth Drive
Apt. 301
North Bethesda, MD 20852



 - RECORD #213 DETAIL
First Name : Melinda
Last Name : Angeles
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : mangeles@FM.UMD.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to let you know that I and my family are supporting to have a

new light rail PURPLE LINE. This will make my commute easier from
BWI to College Park. Thanks.

Best Regards,

Melinda Angeles

CAD SPECIALIST II

T: 301.405.5633

mangeles@fm.umd.edu

University of Maryland VPAA - Facilities Planning

0400 Service Building College Park MD 20742

http://facilities.umd.edu/



 - RECORD #1981 DETAIL
First Name : Ramzi
Last Name : Aniba
Business Name :
Address : One Discovery Place
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : RAMZI_ANIBA@DISCOVERY.COM
Submission Content/Notes : In favor of light rail purple line!!!!!!



 - RECORD #3118 DETAIL
First Name : Ramzi
Last Name : Aniba
Business Name :
Address : 12900 Falling Water Circle, #204
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20874
Email Address : ramzi-aniba@discovery .com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Aniba 35530.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #2643 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Anspacher
Business Name :
Address : 3531 10th St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20010
Email Address : DANSPACHER@VHB.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day; and, --
Help protect our air and water quality.



 - RECORD #223 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Anthony
Business Name :
Address : 1311 Pinecrest Court
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : anthonybrad@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I live in Silver Spring and commute to Bethesda.  The bus option of the

Purple Line will just not work.  The J2, J3 and J4 buses currently run
from Silver Spring to Bethesda and don't come close to serving the
same function.  A bus is a bus.  LIght Rail is a solution that will help is for
the future!



 - RECORD #3351 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Antoine
Business Name :
Address : 15407 Wylie RD
City : Brandywine
State : MD
Zip Code : 20613
Email Address : arichie03@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : When are they going to build the purple line?



 - RECORD #1059 DETAIL
First Name : Erica
Last Name : Antonelli
Business Name : Side Porch Productions
Address : 4616 DeRussey Pkwy.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The plan portrays large train cars parked in the middle of Bethesda’s

town center.  The Crescent Trail brings countless people to the corner of
Bethesda Ave. and Woodmont Ave. as a destination to linger and enjoy
the town.  Would the people of Silver Spring want these large train cars
parked immediately adjacent to the tiled water fountain in the SS town
center, mere feet from where their children frolic?  Why were developers
in Bethesda permitted to create a central convening place at a location
that would then be polluted with train cars and harmful fumes?



 - RECORD #1647 DETAIL
First Name : Cara
Last Name : Applestein
Business Name :
Address : 6807 Breezewood Ter
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : cara@bestfouryears.com
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

As a recent graduate of Montgomery County Public Schools I support
the Purple Line for two major reasons. The Purple Line will make
transportation more convenient and reliable for students traveling to and
from school, work, their friends' homes, and entertainment centers. Also,
this proposition willbe good forthe environment because it will help
lessen the effects of global warming by taking cars off the roads,
preserving our planet for future generations.  We must move towards
better systems of transportation if we have are to have any chances of
slowing global warming.
Please consider the positive future impacts of the Purple Line when
making this decision.

Sincerely,
Cara Applestein



 - RECORD #2668 DETAIL
First Name : Gabriel Ernesto
Last Name : Aranguren
Business Name :
Address : 20130 Welbeck Terrace
City : Montgomery Village
State : MD
Zip Code : 20886
Email Address : ERNIE216@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every spring and fall especially, there's nothing I enjoy more than getting
out and getting some exercise while I have a chance to get together with
friends as we ride down the Crescent Trail.  Eventually we find a nice
spot and have a little rest, a little packed lunch and it's just good honest
together time with family or friends... we catch up on our fresh air, and
we also catch up on whats going on in our lives while enjoying the
beauty and the simplicity of the Trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1571 DETAIL
First Name : sholey
Last Name : argani
Business Name :
Address : 217 spring ave
City : takoma park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : sholey.argani@med.va.gov
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #3029 DETAIL
First Name : Santos
Last Name : Argueta
Business Name :
Address : University Landing #522
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Translated:

I am in agreement with the development but I always want to live here
and have to opportunity to work so that we can keep providing for our
children and greater security for Langley Park since we have been living
at University Landing for 15 years.

Attachments : Santos_Argueta.pdf (36 kb)





 - RECORD #205 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Arkin
Business Name :
Address : 121 Selby Street
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20878
Email Address : RICHARDARKIN@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Richard Arkin
121 Selby Street
Gaithersburg, MD 20878



 - RECORD #2437 DETAIL
First Name : Emily M.
Last Name : Armstrong
Business Name :
Address :
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : EMARM2003@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  How lucky we
are to have this beautiful area to use and enjoy.  Once it is gone, it will
never be replaced.  Previous generations have protected it for us to
enjoy - do we really have the right to take this pleasure away from our
children and grandchildren?

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2619 DETAIL
First Name : Scott
Last Name : Armstrong
Business Name :
Address : 3532 Woodbine Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : SCOTT.ARMSTRONG@BFSAULCO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir/Madam,

I live in Chevy Chase, and strongly oppose the Purple Line not only
because of the fiscal wastefulness of the project, but also for the
destruction of the valuable park that the Capital Crescent Trail has
become.  I work in Bethesda and regularly use the trail along with
thousands of other citizens.

Transit is a huge issue.  Why not consider running free express buses
from College Park and other points?  Might be an appropriate method to
measure actual demand for the bus option for the Purple Line?

Earlier studies by the MTA indicated that this project will not get traffic off
the road.  Should that not be a priority for this type of project?  MTA
ridership estimates are greatly inflated (68,000 daily).  Baltimore’s light
rail has been running for 20 years, goes to downtown from the suburbs,
and to the airport.  They average 32,000 daily.    Houston’s light rail runs
in the downtown business district.  They average 40,000 daily. *  Makes
the 68,000 MTA estimate look very suspect.  I wrote a letter to Mr.
Madden of the MTA over a year ago on this issue, but I have yet to
receive a response.

*American Public Transit Association statistics
http://www.apta.com/research/stats/ridership/riderep/indexlr.cfm

$1-2 billion for a project that may work just does not make sense.  Even
with Federal money.  The fare box will not cover expenses.  Who pays
the difference?

Please give a critical look to this project.  The numbers are not there,
and once we spend $1-2 billion on a train, we’re stuck.  Buses provide
much greater flexibility at far less cost.  If you had to pay for it with your
money, would you?

Thank you.



 - RECORD #514 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : Armstrong
Business Name :
Address : 606 Greenbrier Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : TOM.ARMSTRONG@NRL.NAVY.MIL



Submission Content/Notes : Tom Armstrong
606 Greenbrier Dr.
Silver Spring, MD  20910

Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.  What follows
is a version of the testimony I gave at the November 22 public hearing at
Montgomery College in Takoma Park.

I am Tom Armstrong.  I have lived for 15 years at 606 Greenbrier Drive
in Silver Spring, one block off Wayne Avenue.

I strongly favor the Purple Line, either light rail or bus rapid
transit--in a tunnel under Wayne Avenue and under downtown Silver
Spring.  However, the MTA in its actions and in the draft EIS has
failed to consider this option, and has failed to address the many
problems that a street-level Purple Line will cause.  I will talk
about just one area of deficiency--the traffic analysis--and give only
a few examples of its flaws.

1. With a street-level Purple Line, LRT or BRT trains will cross major
   streets downtown 20 times an hour during peak times, yet there is no
   comprehensive analysis of the impact on traffic of these trains or
   of the ripple effect of the inevitable logjams on Georgia, Wayne and
   Fenton.  Yet even in their inadequate analysis, the evening rush
   hour at the key intersection of Wayne and Fenton would be worse with
   medium-investment LRT or BRT than without it.

2. The analysis assumed that traffic is growing at 1% a year in the
   entire region.  But their own traffic analysis states that traffic
   growth on nearby MD 410 west of 16th St., the nearest in their list
   to the rapidly-growing downtown, has been measured at 1.5% per
year.
   This rate would lead to 67% more traffic growth over their 30-year
   evaluation period than their models assume.  (Traffic Analysis
   Report, page 3-4)

3. MTA used its traffic model to calculate the time needed to get
   through intersections for the baseline year, but they do not have
   actual observations for that time.  As a result, their
   level-of-service estimates can be quite wrong.  The true delay at
   Wayne and Fenton, for example, is far greater than their estimate of
   21 to 34 seconds, as I have experienced myself.

4. The analysis does not appear to factor in the increased traffic
   capacity on Wayne due to the extensive widening of the road for the
   Purple Line and the resulting increase in traffic at all the
   intersections along Wayne.

5. The analysis does not appear to consider the additional delays for
   westbound traffic on Wayne turning left at Dale Drive when Purple
   Line trains are in the station.  This omission is part of MTA¡Çs
   overall failure to examine the effects at that intersection,
   particularly including the danger to hundreds of schoolchildren
   crossing there twice a day.

6. The analysis assumes that the normal speed on Wayne Avenue is 45
   miles per hours, 15 miles per hour faster than the posted speed



   limit and 20 miles per hour faster than the school-zone speed limit.
   On one of the test drives, their data show their test vehicle
   reaching 50 mph at one point.  How reliable can the study be if it
   is based on erroneous data like these?

In short, the traffic analysis fall short of giving us the information
that decision makers and the public need.  And in spite of hundreds of
pages of data, tables, and graphs, an informed reviewer still cannot
reproduce their conclusions.  MTA must address these deficiencies, and
study the tunneling option for Wayne from downtown to Sligo Creek.

--
Tom Armstrong               Remote Sensing Division, Code 7215
tom.armstrong@nrl.navy.mil  Naval Research Laboratory
(202)767-0669               4555 Overlook Ave. SW
(202)404-8894 (fax)         Washington, DC 20375-5231



 - RECORD #1243 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : Armstrong
Business Name :
Address : 606 Greenbriar Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Tom Armstrong, T- O-M, A-R-M-S-T-R-O-N-G. I have lived for 15 years
at 606 Greenbrier Drive in Silver Spring, one block off Wayne Avenue.

I strongly favor the purple line, either rail or bus rapid transit in a tunnel
under Wayne Avenue and under the downtown area of Silver Spring.

However, MTA in its actions and in the draft EIS has failed to study this
option despite repeated requests from our community association and
others, and has failed to address the many problems that a street level
purple line will cause.

I'll talk about just one area of deficiency, the travel on that traffic
analysis, and give only a few examples of its flaws.

First, with a street level purple line, LIT or BRT trains will cross major
streets downtown 20 times an hour during peak times, yet there is no
comprehensive analysis of the impact on traffic of these trains or of the
ripple effect on other intersections due to log jams on Georgia, Wayne
and Fenton.

Even in their inadequate analysis, though the evening rush hour at the
key intersection of Wayne and Fenton, just to take one example, would
be worse with a street level ERT or LRT option than without it.

Second, the analysis assumed that traffic is growing at 1 percent a year
in the entire region and they call this a conservative assumption, but
their own traffic analysis states the traffic growth on nearby MD 410 west
of 16 Street which is the closest in their list to the rapidly growing
downtown has been measured at 1.5 percent per year.

This would lead to 67 percent more traffic growth in the 30-year
evaluation period than their models assume.

Third, MTA used its traffic model to calculate the time needed to get
through intersections for the base line year but they don't have actual
observations at that time.

As a result, their level of surface estimates can be quite wrong. The true
delay at Wayne and Fenton, for example, is far greater than their
estimate of 21 to 34 seconds, as I have experienced many times myself.

Fourth, the analysis does not appear to factor in the increased traffic
capacity on Wayne due to the extensive widening that many other
people have mentioned and the resulting increase in traffic along Wayne
Avenue.

Fifth, the analysis doesn't appear to consider the additional delays for
westbound traffic on Wayne turning left at Dale when the purple line
trains are in that station.

This omission is part of MTA's overall failure to examine the effects at
that intersections on the schools, the school children crossing there, and
so forth.

Sixth, the analysis assumes that the normal speed on Wayne Avenue is
45 miles an hour. It's right there in their report. That's 15 miles an hour
faster than the speed limit and miles an hour faster than the school zone
speed limit.

On one of the test drives their data show that their test vehicle reached
50 miles an hour at one point which I don't really believe, but how
reliable can their study be if it's based on erroneous data such as these?



In short, the traffic analysis falls short of giving us the information that
decision makers and the public need. In spite of hundreds of pages of
data, tables and graphs, an informed reviewer still cannot reproduce
their conclusions.

MTA must address these deficiencies and study the tunneling option for
Wayne from downtown to Sligo Creek. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2348 DETAIL
First Name : John E.
Last Name : Arness, II
Business Name : Arness & Associates PLLC
Address : 4725 Wisconsin Ave., N.W. #250
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address : ARNESS@LPLAWDC.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear  Governor O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson, and
         Council President Andrews:

It has been estimated that every week, more than 10,000 hikers and
bikers --
of all ages, races, ethnicities, interests and abilities -- use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring (hereafter, the
"Trail").

More and more, our county's natural "green spaces" like the Trail are
"redeveloped" under the guise of "the common good" or a "benefit to
society". There are many citizens, however, who question and disagree
with
the word choice and stated public policy interpretation.

There are far too many examples where area natural resources, once
revered
for their tranquility and natural beauty, have been destroyed or
compromised
to the point where the natural beauty is irretrievably lost and rendered
unrecognizable. One does not have to drive too far to witness the
disappearance of once abundant farmland and the eruption of tract
housing
and new developments popping up without regard to supply and
demand or sound
land use or traffic planning.

Anyone passing by the intended path of the ICC can witness first hand
the
violent scarring of our county's natural environment and the disruption of
wildlife habitat, watershed features and the ability of our citizens to
experience and enjoy the beauty and benefit of the outdoors - actively or
passively as they choose.

If the Purple Line is built here, mature trees and ground cover
surrounding
the Trail would be permanently removed, wildlife habitat and Trail user's
peace, solitude and tranquility would be destroyed, and trains or buses
would be allowed to pass about 10' from hikers and bikers every three
minutes. It would be neither safe, enjoyable, relaxing nor attractive for
Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane in close
proximity to the path of trains or buses. Traffic flow on the Trail can
already be problematic on particularly nice weekend days. Adding the
Purple
Line will be sure to increase chances of disruption, damage and injuries.
In
short, it would be an environmental and recreational disaster - and a
great
sadness as yet another strip of God's earth is raped, pillaged and
plundered
in the name of progress.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous
natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational opportunities that
cannot be replicated anywhere else. Even if they could, there is not
enough



justification to destroy a valuable resource already in existence that is of
benefit to so many already and ever increasingly rare.

It is undoubtedly a difficult puzzle to navigate and resolve amongst the
many interests impacted. It should be clear, however, that there are too
many people, too much traffic congestion and too little natural green
spaces
inside the Beltway. The desirable and proper solution will decrease the
impact of the negatives and increase the presence and benefits of the
positives. Please use your wisdom, vision, courage and creativity to put
transit elsewhere, and preserve the many positives of the Trail. Please
preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so
that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless (and in spite) of the growth and development that
takes
place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #793 DETAIL
First Name : Agnese Reforzo
Last Name : Arnold
Business Name :
Address : 11137 Dewey Rd
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : AREFORZO@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Up until 1985, a coal-bearing freight train ran a few times a week, at
about 15 mph --  on a single track -- along a narrow berm, buffered by
forest.   That  tree-lined berm  is now the Capital Crescent Trail.  In
1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of way,
and in the 1990's, when future transit use was written into the master
plan, the purple Line was conceived as a single track "trolley" between
Bethesda and Silver Spring because the corridor was so narrow.
However, since that time, plans for the Purple Line have evolved into
shoehorning into this narrow corridor, a double tracked transit system,
with trains passing in both directions every three minutes  -- without
concern for hundreds of nearby homes, condominiums, and apartments
and without concern for the preservation of the Capital Crescent Trail as
we know it.

I urge you to protect our irreplaceable trees and greenspaces for
generations to come, and to put transit on roads -- such as Jones Bridge
Road,  East-West Highway, the Beltway --  or tunneled underground.
Why would we destroy our irreplaceable greenspaces when we have
other options?

Bus Rapid Transit could run from Silver Spring to Bethesda on Jones
Bridge Road via a stop at Bethesda Medical Center, and relieve traffic
congestion created by BRAC (relocation of Walter Reed) and NIH.  This
plan is half the cost of light rail, has lower operating costs, allows for
funding other transit needs in the County,  preserves most of the Trees
and the natural Trail, and would complete the Capital Crescent Trail all
the way into Silver Spring.

In the meantime, the State should study long-term solutions such as
connecting the two legs of the Red Line with a Metro (not light rail),
along the Beltway or underground to improve our existing Metro system.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Agnese Reforzo Arnold

11137 Dewey Rd

Kensington, MD 20895



 - RECORD #518 DETAIL
First Name : Christine
Last Name : Arnold-Lourie
Business Name :
Address : 106 Sheffield Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : CHRISA@CSMD.EDU



Submission Content/Notes : To:  Diane Ratliff, Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS

SUBMITTED BY:  CHRISTINE ARNOLD-LOURIE
                         106 SHEFFIELD STREET
                         SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20910

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
ONLY IF IT IS TUNNELED UNDER DOWNTOWN SILVER SPRING
AND WAYNE AVENUE,
through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid significant adverse
impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the community in what otherwise
will likely be the slowest and most ineffective segment of the project.
There is MTA data since the release of its AA/DEIS tending to show that
it is feasible to design a system with tunneling for this segment as to
be cost effective for federal funding approval and to improve the
ridership, travel time, and user benefit hours, for a cost significantly
lower than the high-investment light rail alternative that MTA has
assessed.  Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse impacts
of
a surface route for this segments -- impacts that testimonies and
written comments of those in the community have explained are not
assessed in the AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in
meetings with community representatives.

What follows is a fuller version of the testimony I gave at the November
22 public hearing at Montgomery College in Takoma Park:

TESTIMONY OF CHRISTINE ARNOLD-LOURIE

I am Christine Arnold-Lourie, a 28-year resident at 106 Sheffield
Street, several blocks from Wayne Avenue, east of the Silver Spring
business district.  Let’s improve mass transit, but do it through my
community and the central business district in a way that truly improves
transportation through Silver Spring, does not snarl traffic, and does
not divide and threaten our community’s vitality.

That is why this community advocates tunneling under Wayne Avenue
and
through the downtown.  In my Parks Hills Civic Association, we have
taken two votes, in February and this week, and both times the
opposition to street-level light rail on Wayne has been an overwhelming
majority.  This week, only 31% of those voting favored street-level
light rail on Wayne.  69% favored one of several other options –
no-build, TSM, bus rapid transit, or light rail tunneled under Wayne
Avenue.

The adverse impacts of a street-level route on Wayne and through the
downtown are many.  Unfortunately, MTA’s study does not evaluate
these
impacts, and most unfortunately, does not even mention several of the
ones which it has discussed at community meetings.

o       There will be significant widening of Wayne.  MTA’s report does
not summarize the amount of widening, but the community has.  Nearly



two-thirds of the approximately one mile on Wayne on which the Purple
Line would run would be widened for left turn lanes and a station, some
of it to 70 feet.  This, combined with shared lanes on Wayne, will
increase traffic capacity, not reduce traffic.
o       MTA has proposed to the County that the planned bike Green Trail
on the north side of Wayne be combined with the sidewalk to save
space.
This will make it less safe for both pedestrians and bikers.
o       The Wayne Avenue access to the large parking lot of the
elementary and middle schools at Dale Drive will be closed, diverting
traffic onto Dale Drive and the neighborhood side streets behind the
schools.
o       There will elevated noise levels on Wayne and in the nearby
community, up to 20 times an hour, from trains passing, braking at
lights and stations, high-pitched “wheel squeal” on the many curves
along Wayne, clanging bells or beeping as trains near a planned and
unnecessary station at Dale, and amplified announcements on the trains
and possibly at the stations.
o       A station at Dale Drive will have negative impacts.  The number
of projected daily station boardings at Dale is unrealiof several times –
1,400 boardings, far more than the number of homes

near the station, when only 4 persons a day currently board the Ride On
15 bus at Dale in the morning peak period.
o       Moreover, what about the combined impact of traffic leaving or
entering the crowded Wayne Avenue Garage and of long, slow trains
congesting the Wayne and Fenton intersection?  Access to the Whole
Foods
parking lot?  Space being taken from the community’s planned new
library
as the Purple Line takes a wide swath from it and stops there?  The
difficulty of turning left from westbound Wayne Avenue onto Dale Drive
into my neighborhood due to delays with trains in a station at Dale?

A tunnel under Wayne and downtown Silver Spring can be done in such
a
way that the Purple Line, be it light rail or bus rapid transit, is
improved and becomes perhaps a bit more like Metro.  Doing so will
enhance our mass transit and best serve and preserve my community
and
the business center.



 - RECORD #1234 DETAIL
First Name : Christine
Last Name : Arnold-Lourie
Business Name :
Address : 106 Sheffield Street
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Christine, C-H-R-I-S-T-I-N-E, hyphenated name, A-R-N-O-L-D -L-O-U-
R-I-E. I am Christine Arnold-Lourie, a 28-year resident at, on Sheffield
Street, several blocks from Wayne Avenue east of the Silver Spring
business district.

Let's improve mass transit. But do it through my community and the
central business district in a way that truly improves transportation
through Silver Spring does not snarl traffic and does not divide and
threaten our community's vitality.

That is why this community advocates tunneling under Wayne Avenue
and through downtown. In my Park Hill Civic Association, we have taken
two votes, in February and this week. Both times the opposition to street
level light rail on Wayne has been overwhelming majority.

This week, only 31 percent of those voting favored street level light rail
on Wayne, percent favored one of several other options. No build, TSM,
bus rapid transit or light rail tunneled under Wayne.

The adverse impacts of a street level route on Wayne and through
downtown are many. Unfortunately, MTA's study does not evaluate
these impacts and most unfortunately does not even mention several of
the ones which it has discussed at community meetings.

There will be significant widening of Wayne. MTA's report does not
summarize the amount of widening, but the community has. Nearly 2/3
of the approximately one mile on Wayne on which the purple line would
run would be widened for left turn lanes and a station, some of it to 70
feet.

This combined with shared lanes on Wayne will increase traffic capacity,
not reduce traffic.

The - access to the large parking lot of the elementary and middle
schools at Dale will be closed, diverting traffic onto Dale and the
neighborhood side streets behind the schools.

There will be elevated noise levels on Wayne and in the nearby
community up to 20 times an hour from trains passing, breaking at lights
and stations, high pitched wheel squeal on the many curves along
Wayne, climbing bells or beeping as trains near a planned and
unnecessary station at Dale and amplified announcements on trains and
possibly at stations.

A station at Dale will have negative impacts. The number of projected
daily station boardings at Dale is unrealistic by a factor of several times.
Fourteen hundred boardings? Far more than the number of homes near
the station when only four persons a day currently board the Ride on 15
bus at Dale at morning peak.

Moreover, what about the combined impact of traffic leaving or entering
the crowded Wayne Avenue garage and long, slow trains congesting
Wayne and Fenton?

Access to the Whole Foods parking lot, space being taken from the
community's planned new library as the purple line takes a wide swath.

The difficulty of turning left from westbound Wayne onto Dale into my
neighborhood due to delays with trains in the station at Dale. A tunnel
under Wayne in downtown Silver Spring can be done in such a way that
the purple line is improved and becomes a bit more like Metro.



Doing so will enhance our mass transit and best serve and preserve my
community and the business center.



 - RECORD #2666 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy and Michael
Last Name : Arons
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NSARONS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : January 12, 2009

To whom it may concern:

We are writing to urge you to vote against running a train along the
Crescent Trail in Bethesda. It is a trail we have enjoyed for over 32 years
and it provides so much beauty and a place to exercise for so many
people who live in a crowded urban area. It would be a crime to destroy
this beautiful land.



 - RECORD #3071 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy
Last Name : Arons
Business Name :
Address : 3911 Aspen St.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Arons 34914.pdf (71 kb)







 - RECORD #2675 DETAIL
First Name : Claudia
Last Name : Arriaga-Western
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CAWESTERN@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to express my strong and sincere opposition to the Purple
Line light rail option on the Capital Crescent Trail.  I am certain that you
have seen great outcry from citizens on this topic for extremely important
reasons, which essentially break down into two areas, Recreational and
Business:

Recreational:
·         The value of the trail to the more than 10,000 hikers and bikers --
of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities – who use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.
·         In our heavily developed region, the Trail is a wonderful sliver of
land that provides citizens an outlet for exercise, recreation and natural
beauty – and there just are not many local areas that provide that any
longer.
·         The importance of parks in urban areas.
Business:
·         We need to build a long term public transportation infrastructure,
and the light trail solution simply does not meet that need.  It is a band-
aid solution that is the worst compromise possible.
o        The light rail option does not address the longer term connectivity
needed to Virginia, support growth transportation areas like the new
Walter Reed or the Rock Spring area – all of which are better addressed
by the Outer Purple Line option.
o        There is a far less expensive option – dedicated bus routes/lanes
– that not only delivery nearly thee same benefits as the light rail option
but is more flexible and allows for the time and experience to plan
something more optimal and long term, something that really improves
area transportation and development, a real Purple Line.
o        I do market research for a living and while I understand the nature
of politics, it simply does not make sense to do any of the proposed
options because people say they "support" the option.  We should all be
focused on who will RIDE on any of the options.  I have asked many
times and – get this – not one person has been surveyed to ask if they
would ride any of the options.
In summary, the Light Rail Purple Line option on the Crescent Trail is not
the right solutions because it:
·         Forever ruins a needed and valued recreational and natural
resource.  To envision a trail next to a train as something that sustains
the value of the trail is simply disingenuous.
·         Makes no sense when compared to either far less expensive or
more long term and more impact solutions.
·         Should not be left up to a computer model to determine how any
option would be used, that is simply ridiculous based on years on
consumer research experience.  Even so, the initial ridership projections
were very low but magically rose in a second "simulation" or "projection."
Let's call that as it is – baloney!
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.



 - RECORD #2407 DETAIL
First Name : Jon F.
Last Name : Ash
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JON_ASH@INTERVISTAS.US
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

THE PURPLE LINE MAKES LITTLE SENSE, WOULD BEENFIT A
MODEST NUMBER OF PEOPLE, AND THE STATE OF MARYLAND IS
ALREADY BROKE..WHERE DO YOU THINK THE FUNDING WOULD
COME FROM?



 - RECORD #2631 DETAIL
First Name : Leland
Last Name : Asher Prince
Business Name :
Address : Cardiff Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : PRINCELELAND@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing b/c I am extremely concerned about the creation of the

Purple line/light rail train coming through the Crescent Trail.  My family &
I specifically chose to live in our neighborhood b/c of its proximity to the
Trail, which affords us the chance to be in nature every single wknd and
allows my husband the chance to bike to his job at National Geographic
downtown.

Is there no possibility that this train – whose purpose is a laudable one
(we are big believers in mass transit & connecting communities!) – could
be put underground to preserve both goals?  That seems a reasonable
and fair compromise.

Thank you for your consideration.  I am happy to talk to someone further
if you have any questions.



 - RECORD #1347 DETAIL
First Name : Edward H.
Last Name : Asher, President
Business Name : Chevy Chase Land Co.
Address : 8401 Connecticut Avenue
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. I'm Edward Hall Asher. Edward, E-D-W-A-R-D, Asher, A-
S-H-E-R. The president and chief operating officer of the Chevy Chase
Land Company of Montgomery County, Maryland, located at 841
Connecticut Avenue in Chevy Chase, Maryland.

The roots of the Land Company are linked to the earliest history of
transit in the Washington area. The company was founded by Senator
Francis Newlands from Nevada. He assembled about 1700 acres of land
between what is now Dupont Circle and Jones Bridge Road. After
grading and dedicating Connecticut Avenue as the primary route to his
planned village, Senator Newlands founded Chevy Chase.

The Senator knew Chevy Chase needed a transit connection to the
federal city as well. He established the Rock Creek Railroad in 1888. He
laid the tracks and built the powerhouse to run the street cars, which ran
across Connecticut Avenue between 8th and U streets to Chevy Chase
Lake. This is now the site of our current headquarters.

Those streetcars provided commuters a transportation option until the
mid 1930's. The Georgetown Branch right-of-way runs perpendicular to
Connecticut Avenue. The Land Company still owns some of the
underlying fee-simple land. CSX used it as a freight line until banning it
in the mid- 1980's. In 1988, the Montgomery County purchased the 4.4
right-of-way between Bethesda and Silver Spring for 10.5 million dollars.

For over 30 years, the Georgetown Branch right-of-way has been noted
in the county's Master Plans to used for transit, including a hiker/biker
trail. The Land Company unabashedly claims a vested interest in
continuing the legacy of Senator Newlands deep commitment to transit.

The record should also be clear. Several years ago, the Land Company
was asked by MTA to cooperate in the Purple Line planning process
because of its ownership of land holdings in Chevy Chase Lake. These
holdings straddle both Connecticut Avenue where it intersects the
Georgetown Branch right-of-way.

Specifically, MTA requested that we, MTA requested that we consider
the placement of the future Purple Line station on our land there. We
agreed to cooperate and therefore withheld redevelopment activity to
allow the transit process to proceed. We recognize the need to foster
transit options for the greater community.

In closing, the Land Company is proud of the community it created and
its strong ties to transit for over 120 years. This is the chance we need to
guarantee the sustainability of this region by renewing our commitment
to transit. The Purple Line's light rail option is the key to this
commitment.

On behalf of the Chevy Chase Land Company I strongly urge the
construction of light rail Purple Line along the Master Plan Georgetown
Branch right-of-way and onto New Carrollton in Prince George's County.
It is critical that we all think long-term. This is vital, this is the vital
regional solution to our east-west congestion woes. This is the legacy
we will leave for our future generations to come. Thank you.



 - RECORD #653 DETAIL
First Name : Edward Hall
Last Name : Asher
Business Name : The Chevy Chase Land Company of Montgomery County, MD
Address : 8401 Connecticut Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : The Chevy Chase Land Company.pdf (72 kb)







 - RECORD #236 DETAIL
First Name : Jana
Last Name : Asher
Business Name :
Address : 1111 Jackson Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : jana@asher-resnick.us
Submission Content/Notes : I am strongly in favor of the proposed purple line.  My own experiences

suggest there is indeed a need for this additional light rail option.
When my son was younger, he attended the Katherine Thomas School
in Rockville (we lived in NE DC) but was not bussed.  I escorted him via
public transportation - and the trip would take up to two hours, between

bus options and metro options.  A purple line would have shortened our
commute time significantly.  Currently, I have a nanny for my daughter
that lives in Bethesda.  I can take her over two hours to get home using

public transportation - I often drive her home for that reason.  A purple
line would give her a much faster option for returning home, and I would
willingly subsidize any extra cost compared to her bus route.

In an era where we are trying to cut our dependence on foreign oil,
public transportation is a must.  The red line is useful for trips into DC,
but fails for trips from Takoma Park and Silver Spring to Rockville and
Bethesda.  Reliable alternate transportation that is not affected by

traffic is essential for commuters.  Please build the purple line.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #2255 DETAIL
First Name : Jules
Last Name : Asher
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JULESASHER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I enjoy bicycling on the trail between Silver Spring and Bethesda. I'm not

diametrically opposed to sharing it with some kind of public
transportation. But cutting down a wide swath of trees to accomodate
overhead wires would spoil a precious resource. It would be
unconscionable -- and unneccessary. Why build a system with l9th
Century technology in the 21st Century? Technologies for light rail
systems without overhead wires already exist -- and even better ones
are coming soon. For example, Bordeaux, where trams run with
underground power in scenic areas and overhead wires in areas where
it doesn't matter.

See this video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpn5VYTrwqg
In this era of rapid innovation in battery/electric/fuel cell power, why
should we settle for less? I say hold off on the bulldozers and find a
more environmentally responsible accomodation.



 - RECORD #1514 DETAIL
First Name : Roslyn
Last Name : Ashford
Business Name :
Address : 709 Wayne Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : ROSLYN.ASHFORD@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS
SUBMITTED BY
Roslyn Ashford
709 Wayne Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

To Whom It May Concern:

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am a long time resident of the county, a product of its public school
system (from kindergarden through high school) and have been a home
owner in Silver Spring for the past 8 years. I currently own a home on
Wayne Avenue in Silver Spring MD.  While I have supported and directly
benefited from the controlled development of the downtown area, I am
not supportive of a light rail/transit system running at surface level on
Wayne Avenue.  I am opposed to a surface level light rail train on
Wayne Ave, past Cedar/Spring street, for the reasons noted below...

1 - Wayne Avenue past Cedar/Spring is residential.  As I understand it,
the County has been very deliberate in keeping this portion of the street
zoned residential, promising to keep the integrity of development zone
from the residential zoned area.  The addition of a light rail system would
be the first step to negate the carefully planned and structured zoning
structure in this area.

2 - Cost - New data from MTA show a feasibly designed system with
tunneling for this segment that is cost- effective and significantly lower
than the high-investment light rail alternative that MTA has assessed.
Given the recent support for improvements in roads and public works
projects by the newly elected President and his administration, the
State/County should be able to negotiate with the State and Federal to
fund tunneling, to keep the integrity of the resiential community intact,
while still being able to support the increased needs for efficient public
transportation.

3 - Underground repair is needed - Tunneling may help to encourage
(and support) replacement of old water pipes and sewage drains hidden
under the street.  in Our block has had two water main breaks in the past
year so it seems as though something needs to be done sooner than
later!  Tunneling would force both Pepco, Washington Gas and the
County to review and upgrade the current structure.

I do hope that the State officials are able to develop a plan that ALL of
us - residents, officials and transit planning team can support.   Thank
you for your time and attention to this matter.

Regards,
Roslyn Ashford
roslyn.ashford@verizon.net
240-423-1732



 - RECORD #3074 DETAIL
First Name : Charles S.
Last Name : Asmar Jr.
Business Name :
Address : 8523 Gavin Manor Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : casmar@millenniumconsult.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Asmar 34955.pdf (94 kb)







 - RECORD #2811 DETAIL
First Name : Genie
Last Name : Asmuth
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GBASMUTH@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear officials,

Please, please, find another route for the Purple line.  Clearly public
transportation is very important, but so too are the bike and running trails
that are used by thousands of citizens daily.  Bethesda has done such a
wonderful job in renovating the downtown, making it a wonderful place to
go.  The Purple Line as proposed will be an eye sore and will infringe
upon community space.



 - RECORD #2998 DETAIL
First Name : Charlotte
Last Name : Atkinson
Business Name :
Address : 12301 Mika Lane
City : Bowie
State : MD
Zip Code : 20715
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support this vision of a Purple Line:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park & New
Carrollton Metro Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long Branch,
Langley Park, University of MD, Riverdale Park & other communities;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda & Silver Spring, and pedestrian upgrades elsewhere in Prince
George's and Montgomery Counties;

4. A community and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding speedy
implementation of the project.

Attachments : Beveridge, Jennifer_Atkinson, Charlotte.pdf (66 kb)





 - RECORD #159 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Atkinson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : david.atkinson1@mac.com
Submission Content/Notes : I SUPPORT THE LIGHT RAIL PURPLE LINE.



 - RECORD #278 DETAIL
First Name : Liz
Last Name : Aukamp
Business Name :
Address : 4710 Sheridan Street
City : Riverdale Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address : eaaukamp@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am very excited by the prospect of a light rail line connecting Prince

Georges and Montgomery Counties.  As a resident of first Montgomery
and now PG, I would love the added ease the Purple Line would give me
in getting around town via public transportation.  Please make this a
reality!



 - RECORD #2931 DETAIL
First Name : William Dukstein and
Last Name : Steven Aurecchia
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GREENVALE@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3337 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Ausema
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : jausema@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to encourage to do integrate the Purple Line as much as

possible with the Metro where there are planned transfers.  It should be
possible, for example, to use the same fare cards (Smart Trip or similar)
in both systems, and ideally for them to share stations so that transfers
are no different that going from one line to another within metro.  I
traveled in Beijing several years ago and encountered two separate
systems that were not well-integrated, so I know how inconvenient this
can be.



 - RECORD #923 DETAIL
First Name : Carolyn L.
Last Name : Avery
Business Name :
Address : 5325 McKinley St
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : CLAVERY111@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I ride my bike on the CCT at least 5 times a week.  I consider it one of
the major amenities to life here in Bethesda and in Montgomery County.
It is a treasured amenity.  Please don't ruin it by putting in a light rail!!!
The purple line really needs to be an underground metro connection, not
ruining our special quality-of-life treasures above ground.  Let's get with
it and move into the 21st century with mass transit/metro extensions and
saving/treasuring our Capital Crescent Trail for biking and hiking!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Carolyn L. Avery

5325 McKinley St

Bethesda, MD   20814



 - RECORD #370 DETAIL
First Name : Carolyn
Last Name : Avery
Business Name :
Address : 5325 McKinley Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : CLAVERY111@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Let's have Maryland be
progressive once again.

carolyn avery
5325 mckinley st

3rd Floor
bethesda, MD 20814

301/571-5093



 - RECORD #1989 DETAIL
First Name : Rob
Last Name : Ayers
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ROB.AYERS@PALM.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, my family and I along with more than 10,000 hikers and
bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed
by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with
small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes
in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2622 DETAIL
First Name : Marlen
Last Name : Ayodele
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : AYODELEM@MEDIMMUNE.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, I am one of the more than 10,000 runners, hikers and
bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities – that use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed
by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with
small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes
in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.  Runners in my running group come from Olney, Montgomery
Village, Greenbelt, just to name a few.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #679 DETAIL
First Name : Cristina
Last Name : B.
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CRICRI83@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as  light rail

Cristina B.



 - RECORD #909 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth
Last Name : Bacigalupo
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ELIZABETHBACI@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Subject: Comment on Purple Line DEIS - No Transit on the Trail

Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

[NOTE: HERE YOU CAN DESCRIBE HOW YOU USE THE CAPITAL
CRESCENT TRAIL WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY, AND WHY THE
TRAIL IS IMPORTANT TO THE COMMUNITY,  THE REGION, AND
THE ENVIRONMENT]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda a nd Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

sincerely, elizabeth bacigalupo
resident of bethesda, md since '04
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Your Name and Addres



 - RECORD #1967 DETAIL
First Name : Marjorie
Last Name : Bado
Business Name :
Address : 9513 49th Avenue
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as Light Rail.
Attachments : Bado_Marjorie Comment Card.pdf (17 kb)





 - RECORD #189 DETAIL
First Name : Tsedal
Last Name : Bahta
Business Name :
Address : 8712 Colesville Rd.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : tbahta2@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a strong supporter of the Purple Line.  All indications prove the

timeliness of such a project.  Thank you for your hard work.
All the best.



 - RECORD #1374 DETAIL
First Name : Lourdes
Last Name : Baide
Business Name :
Address : 407 Winding Rose Dr.
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Lourdes Baire.pdf (72 kb)





 - RECORD #1091 DETAIL
First Name : Charles
Last Name : Bailey
Business Name :
Address : 4 Vallingby Cir.
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. People in Chevy Chase

need to give a better reason against it than that it goes through their
country club.

Attachments : Palley_Tom Comment Cards.pdf (41 kb)





 - RECORD #2904 DETAIL
First Name : James and Mary
Last Name : Bailey
Business Name :
Address : 4309 Rosemary Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MARY_JIM_BAILEY@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To:  Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews, and
Council Members:

       Commuters trying to get to the new Walter Reed Center, Navy
Medical, the Uniform Services Medical School, and the National
Institutes of Health from points east would have to make changes from
the Purple Line to the Red Line if the Purple Line ends at the Bethesda
Metro.
Whereas if the Bus Route were chosen, only commuters to (lower)
Bethesda would need to change to the red line, or they could take the
RideOn, or they could walk to much of upper Bethesda from the Medical
Center Metro. The tradeoff of which way to serve the commuters has not
been adequately addressed. And whether the light rail option would
really serve more commuters than the bus option must be questioned.
The presentations by SHA show no plan to replace the acres of mature
trees that would be destroyed along the trail. (Not a very green proposal
in itself.) Trains would pass by every three minutes. It would be neither
safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow
bike lane -- about 10’ from trains. The trail is not only enjoyed by
recreational hikers and bikers - sometimes almost to the point of traffic
jams - but it also serves as a biker commuter route via the rest of the
crescent trail to Georgetown.
We are told that the light rail using electricity would be cheaper/greener.
That assumes, of course, that a bus could not also be driven by
electricity.
We are told by our councilman that many years ago the County originally
purchased the right-a-way with the thought of another route between
Silver Spring and Bethesda, apparently before the entire Purple Line
from New Carrollton was conceived. The residents who will lose pieces
of their backyards and value in their homes must hope that that thought
was not chiseled in stone.  We treasure the trail as a great, urban park
stretching from Silver Spring to Georgetown and we have walked and
biked all of it.

Thanks kindly for your consideration in this matter.



 - RECORD #2852 DETAIL
First Name : Leigh
Last Name : Bailey
Business Name :
Address :
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code :
Email Address : LEIGHJAM@POBOX.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I'm all for the Purple Line, but please consider a solution that will

allow for BOTH a new Metro line and preserve the Capital Crescent
Trail.

As a nearly 20 year DC resident, without a car, I rely on the Metro
for transportation and regularly use the Capital Crescent Trail for
cycling.

Please build the Purple Line in another location or tunneled underground



 - RECORD #2703 DETAIL
First Name : Wendy
Last Name : Bailey
Business Name :
Address : 2946 Westway Dr.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : WENDY@COMPANYFLOWERS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I go running every week on the portion of the trail that is in question, I
know I am safe from traffic and will be breathing air not gas fumes.
When my children are older they will learn to ride bikes and need a safe
place to ride.  We need to preserve our open spaces and respect the
environment, we are stewards of this planet.  People need a place to
reconnect with nature and release stress, I don't think that will be
possible with a train rushing bye.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1903 DETAIL
First Name : Christopher
Last Name : Bain
Business Name :
Address : 11710 Old Georgetown Road
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : CBAIN99@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor   O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director  Ratcliff
         County  Executive  Leggett,
         Chairman   Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,
         I use the Capital Crescent Trail (CCT) between Rock Creek Park
(RCP) and Bethesda frequently for both running and biking.  Several
times per week I commute (run or bike) from my home in North
Bethesda to my office in downtown Bethesda via Rock Creek Park, and
the stretch of the CCT connecting RCP and Bethesda is vital to my
route.  I also frequently use this section of the trail for my regular daily
runs -- I am an avid runner and go outside for a run everyday.  I would
hate to see the trail diminished from its current beauty or overwhelmed
by an above-ground light rail running directly alongside.

One of my favorite long runs in this area is a big loop starting in
Bethesda and heading to Georgetown along the CCT, connecting to
RCP via the C&O Canal Towpath, returning to Maryland via the RCP
trail, and returning to Bethesda via the CCT.  The fact that such a loop
exists in this city is one of the many reasons I choose to live and train in
the DC area.  It would be unfortunate to see it broken.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of
all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the
elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural
beauty. If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees
surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or
buses
would pass about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It
would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each
other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would
be an environmental and recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This
irreplaceable forest and continuous natural Trail provide rare and
outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot be replicated
anywhere else

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put
transit elsewhere and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this
region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be
able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and
development that takes place around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2978 DETAIL
First Name : Ashley
Last Name : Bair
Business Name :
Address : 201 Valleybrook Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. The purple line will lessen

the amount of time I spend on the bus and give me more time in my bed!
Attachments : Comment Cards. Rosemary Peterson.pdf (90 kb)





 - RECORD #375 DETAIL
First Name : Dave
Last Name : Baker
Business Name :
Address : 5302 Yorktown Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : DAVEWBAKER@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Dave Baker
5302 Yorktown Road
3rd Floor
Bethesda, MD 20816

5713457532



 - RECORD #861 DETAIL
First Name : Gavin
Last Name : Baker
Business Name :
Address : 1730 16th St. N
City : Arlington
State : VA
Zip Code : 22209
Email Address : gavin@gavinbaker.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please move with all deliberate speed to build the Purple Line light rail

option (or even heavy rail). I am a DC metro area resident and I choose
not to own a car. If the Purple Line areas were more accessible to
transit, I would be significantly more likely to visit there, spend money, or
even consider living there in the future. Additionally, as a region we need
to do more to cut carbon emissions that cause global warming and air
pollution that affects our health and quality of life. Transit gets more cars
off the road, resulting in less CO2 and other pollutants emitted. Finally, I
prefer a high-investment rail option to a bus rapid transit option because
rail will have more of a sense of interconnectedness with the Metro
system, it appeals to more riders, it feels more intuitive and predictable
to use, and it will better drive transit-oriented development. Thank you
for your consideration.



 - RECORD #687 DETAIL
First Name : George
Last Name : Baker
Business Name :
Address : 8803 Jones Mill Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : GBAKER@ENCORE321.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,
        MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

        County Executive Leggett,

        Chairman Hanson,

        Council President Andrews,

        County Council Members

I am an avid proponent of mass transit through-out Montgomery County.
I have lived in lower Montgomery County for 23 years and in this time
frame I have personally witnessed noticeable increases in land
development and corresponding traffic. I am not, however, an advocate
of the Purple Line, in fact, I believe that this initiative is ill conceived,
costly, and boarders on irresponsible. I say this for the following
reasons:

The proposed Purple Line does not take cars off the road. This is not a
statement of opinion; it is a statement of fact. Reference the MTA study
that runs through year 2030. Why would the County, State or Federal
Government fund a mass transit initiative that does not take cars off the
road?

The construction of the Purple Line is costly at 1.6 Billion and
maintaining this light rail system will be expensive as actual rider-ship
numbers come in lower than current dubious projections.

The Purple Line barely meets FTA approval for funding. If successful,
however, lower Montgomery County may be deprived of funds for future
transit initiatives that actually take cars off the road. Furthermore, if you
read the study it’s apparent to most that a bias exits for light rail.
Alternatives have not been fairly explored.

The Purple Line is a developers dream. It has been pushed, financed
and influenced by companies such as the Chevy Chase Land Company
who are only concerned about land development and money, not the
better good of county residents. If you “follow the money,” and exam
such things as the past County Executive race, various political
contributions and proposed development plans along the Purple Line
route, it’s clear to see who wins with the Purple Line – and it’s not the
residents of Montgomery or PG County.

With the tens of millions of dollars allocated to the study of the Purple
Line, the State has never studied the impact of land development and
corresponding traffic along this 16 mile route. As an example, if the
Purple Line is successful, the corner of Manor Road and Connecticut
Avenue will become another Friendship Heights. Traffic is gridlocked
NOW and we’re going to add more cars along an evacuation route
(Connecticut Ave.) In addition, the rent of many lower housing cost
apartment dwellers along this 16 mile route will undoubtedly increase,



forcing people of lesser means to find housing elsewhere. Where is the
impact study of development along this route??? Conveniently forgotten,
I assume.

The trail is a precious green space used by 10,000 hikers and bikers
weekly. No one will want to walk, run or bike next to a train. A mass
transit initiative that takes away this valuable green space must meet
high standards of worth and acceptance and clearly, the Purple Line
does not meet this definition.

In summary, the Purple Line simply does not make sense. This mass
transit initiative is based on a shaky foundation of numbers and figures,
is fervently backed and funded by developers who seek to profit
immensely by its construction, it destroys a prized green space, it’s
costly and it doesn’t take cars off the road. We can do better than this.

Thank you for your consideration,

George Baker

8803 Jones Mill Road

Chevy Chase, MD 20815

301-913-9630



 - RECORD #600 DETAIL
First Name : Mike
Last Name : Baker
Business Name :
Address : 10001 Stoneybrook Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : MIKEBAKER@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Public Officials,

I strongly support building the Purple Line using light rail along the
Capital Crescent and Georgetown Branch Trails between Bethesda and
Silver Spring, and on to New Carrolton.  As a frequent user of the trail
(usually at least once a week), I recognize that the light rail will alter the
experience, but it has benefits for both the community and the trail
users.

Some of the many reason's I have for supporting light rail on the Capital
Cresent and Georgetown Branch Trails are:
There is no better location.
The right of way was purchased for transportation use.
Up until 1985 the land was used for a freight rail line.
It easily aligns with the Metro Red line in Bethesda.
Any other alignment requires obtaining the right-of-way.
No other option provides the time savings necessary to be successful.
The Purple line will enhance bicylist's use of the trail by providing a safe
method for crossing Jones Mill Road and Connecticut Avenue.  This will
also enhance the use of the trail as an alternative method of commuting
into D.C.
I am opposed to Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) for the Purple Line.  The
proposed BRT Purple Line would have an adverse impact on North
Chevy Chase Elementary School, the Capital Cresent and Georgetown
Branch Trails.  If any of the options cause an adverse impact on
community cohesion, it is the BRT option.

In an ideal world, I would prefer that the Purple Line be constructed as a
Metro Rail line using heavier trains and cut and cover techniques.
Monetary concerns rule out the Metro Rail/heavy trail option, and, in my
opionion, leave the light rail Purple Line as the best option.

Thank you for your careful consideration of all of the options.

Best regards,
Mike Baker
10001 Stoneybrook Drive
Kensington, MD 20895



 - RECORD #3101 DETAIL
First Name : Mike
Last Name : Baker
Business Name :
Address : 10001 Stoneybrook Dr.
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : mikebaker@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Baker 35364.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #1666 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Balcombe
Business Name :
Address : 13518 Ansel Terrace
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20874
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please build the purple line. More public transit, not more roads!

Thank you and sincerely,



 - RECORD #3258 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Balcombe
Business Name :
Address :
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : PUMILLA@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir/Madam,

We are emailing to express my support of more and better public transit
options for area residents. This includes the purple line. More roads are
not the solution. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jonathan, Marilyn and Emily Balcombe
Germantown, MD



 - RECORD #3114 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Balcombe
Business Name :
Address : 13518 Ansel Terrace
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20874
Email Address : pumilla@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Balcombe 35520.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #724 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Balcombe, Ph.D.
Business Name :
Address : 13518 Ansel Terrace
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20874
Email Address : JBALCOMBE@PCRM.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley and MTA,

I write to offer my support for more and better public transit in
Montgomery county Maryland. That includes the Purple Line. More
roads and more cars are not the answer.

Thank you for your consideration,

Jonathan Balcombe

We are emailing to express my support of more and better public transit
options for area residents. This includes the purple line. More roads are
not the solution. Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2657 DETAIL
First Name : Gabriel
Last Name : Bales
Business Name :
Address :
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GABRIELBALES@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am a resident of Takoma Park.

I am for the Purple line because of the environmental benefits.
I hope the right decision is made on the 14th of Jan.



 - RECORD #2441 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. and Mrs. Guillermo A.
Last Name : Balfour
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ABAL1550@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Planning Director Ratcliff:

Dear Mr. Ratcliff: We live close to the Trail. We use it for cycling,
walking, nature admiration and recreation. We see people of all
ethnicities and different parts of the area using it as well. Families,
children, teen-agers, cyclists and daily commuters use it as well (riding
bicycles).The Trail is beautiful, full of mature trees. We believe that it
would be an environmental disaster to use it for buses or rail. It is our
Central Park. Please use your wisdom and courage to preserve it. We
believe that there are other solutions and transit can be placed
elsewhere.
Many Thanks for your consideration.



 - RECORD #170 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : Ballard
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ballardt@juno.com
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the light rail for the purple line.  Look at the success

Baltimore has had with the Light Rail as an example.  A light rail on an
existing right of way is economical and efficient.

Thomas Ballard



 - RECORD #2110 DETAIL
First Name : Carmen
Last Name : Banegas
Business Name : Carmelite Sister
Address : 8138 15th Ave. #203
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Banegas_Carmen.pdf (24 kb)





 - RECORD #981 DETAIL
First Name : Dontres
Last Name : Banks
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DONTRES.BANKS@NOAA.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : We need the light rail go on ahead and kick it off, wish it could be

sooner!



 - RECORD #1002 DETAIL
First Name : Dontres
Last Name : Banks
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TALECQUA2000@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I would love to have the purple line light rail.



 - RECORD #2659 DETAIL
First Name : Terry and Karen
Last Name : Banks
Business Name :
Address : 4117 Aspen Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TJBANKS01@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : -- I am resending this letter, as the last one (sent 1/12 at 4:55 p.m.),

contained a factual error.  Please accept this replacement letter.  Thank
you.

To Whom It May Concern,

Today, more than ever, we need to spend *less* and get more.

It is truly shocking to hear public statements from Montgomery County
officials saying that 1) the incredibly high costs of building the Purple
Line along the Crescent Trail and 2) the availability of less expensive
transportation solutions (such as high-speed bus service) that offer
equal value and utility "should not be a consideration."

What planet are they on?

If there's one thing we know today, it is that we need to spend less and
get more.  If you can get nearly all of the value of something for half the
cost, you take it.

Building the "Purple Line" along The Capital Crescent Trail is a bad idea
that will serve no one, *except* developers who want to build a massive
retail complex where Connecticut Avenue intersects the trail.

Via a Purple Line on the Trail, developers will end up with zoning/density
ceiling changes that enable dense development adjacent to Trail area
and provide a nice little rail link (paid for by taxpayers) between two
affluent areas (Bethesda and Silver Spring) that makes their commercial
properties even more valuable.

Ca-ching.  So much for "serving the underserved."

Taxpayers can get more value, more utility, more service for less money
via other alternatives -- in specific, high-speed BUSES -- other than "light
rail" running along the Capital Crescent Trail.

The Purple Line -- which were it to be built, may up being known as "The
White Elephant," and will leave taxpayers holding the bag, in the form of:

-- 17 acres of denuded natural greenspace (already too rare),
-- a massive public works project which doesn't really serve transport
needs as well as they could (no real connection to Metro network, no
service to NIH, in light of BRAC) -- and projected ridership numbers that
are totally fudged

-- even worse auto traffic (thanks to developers' bonanza made possible
by the Purple Line shell game.)

Please pursue LOWER COST, HIGHER VALUE solutions, such as
HIGH-SPEED BUS SERVICE.



 - RECORD #603 DETAIL
First Name : Terry
Last Name : Banks
Business Name :
Address : 4117 Aspen Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TERRY.BANKS@FLEISHMAN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Are you political leaders from 2008, or 1958?

Today, public infrastructure should be deployed in a way that
*PRESERVES* our shrinking natural environment -- not decimates it.

Plans to clear-cut the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown Branch to
make way for a rail system are a terrible mistake in the making.

Bus Rapid Transit alternatives are a solid, pragmatic solution -- offering
almost all of the efficacy with almost none of the damage -- at a savings
of hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars!

Alternatively, clear-cutting and paving the Capital Crescent
Trail/Georgetown Branch to make way for The "Purple Line" (is it really
part of the Metro system?) does the following:

-- destroys 17 acres of rare Montgomery County greenspace -- *why*
would you do this?

-- creates a 66-foot wide concrete tundra where there is now an open-air
wooded trail, enjoyed by thousands of voting families every week.

-- poses serious, ongoing safety risks.

-- is an egregious waste of taxpayer money, given the positive
alternatives presented by Bus Rapid Transit solutions.

Please pursue Bus Rapid Transit alternatives -- instead of destroying the
Capital Crescent Trail.  It's the right thing to do.

Thank you,

Terry Banks
4117 Aspen St
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1503 DETAIL
First Name : Melissa
Last Name : Barber, BS, BA
Business Name :
Address : 9000 Rockville Pike
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20892-1547
Email Address : BARBERM@MAIL.NIH.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

Please build a light rail line from Bethesda through Silver Spring and
College park to New Carrollton- this would greatly enhance the public
transit system, providing more expedient access to the surrounding
areas of D.C. The outer perimeter needs more immediate transport than
buses.

Thank you,

Melissa Barber, BS, BA

Post-Baccalaureate IRTA Fellow

Endocrine Section, Intramural Program

National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine (NCCAM)

NIH- Building 10, Rm 2B47, MSC 1547

9000 Rockville Pike

Bethesda, MD 20892-1547

Office: (301) 594-6381

Fax: (301) 480-4570

barberm@mail.nih.gov



 - RECORD #1559 DETAIL
First Name : Michael Jared
Last Name : Barber
Business Name : Bella Tile & Marble
Address : 12103 Valleywood Drive
City : Wheaton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : mylost143@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : i believe the purple line is a long time coming.  i believe it is a noble

beginning and needs to be expanded all the way around the dc area.  i
also hope to see one day an expansion of the red line in both ways since
the community is driving further and further north.



 - RECORD #309 DETAIL
First Name : Jacob
Last Name : Bardin
Business Name :
Address : 6905 Oakridge Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : jacob.bardin@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support building the Purple line as light (or heavy) rail.  The

"not in my backyard" whining of Columbia Country Club and government
of Town of Chevy Chase (where I live) should not be allowed to block
this important project.

Spending money on a Bus based solution is just a waste of money,
which will provide little long term value to our area.



 - RECORD #3068 DETAIL
First Name : Jacob
Last Name : Bardin
Business Name :
Address : 6905 Oakridge Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : jacob.bardin@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Bardin 35268.pdf (100 kb)







 - RECORD #879 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : Bardwell
Business Name :
Address : 8508 16th St
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : mark.bardwell@gmail.com



Submission Content/Notes : I am writing in support of rail for the Purple Line.

I've lived in many cities in the US and Europe before coming to DC. DC
is one of the largest cities in the country (almost 6 million in Greater DC)
and is a world class city like London, New York, and Paris. The one
thing that DC is missing, however, is comprehensive mass transit.

Other world class cities have reliable mass transit so comprehensive
that many people can live without a car. Walkable neighborhoods and
transit oriented development promote healthy lifestyles, low crime rates,
bustling street-level retail, and reduce carbon emissions. The purple line
is an essential component for uniting the ends of the Metro lines and
helping the regional network develop DC into a world class walkable city.

I am a prime candidate for using the Purple Line. I live at Summit Hills
Apartments; my window looks out on the site of the proposed 16th Street
station. Behind me, there is a bus stop on East West Highway. I go to
Tenleytown every week. If ever there were someone who would use the
Purple Line, it's me.

But I won't ride the bus.

The current Ride On bus that goes by my apartment comes infrequently.
It's often stuck in traffic on Colesville Road. The shelter provides little
protection from the elements. The bus itself is loud and takes tight,
jarring turns. And--I've clocked this--I will arrive at my destination in
precisely the same amount of time riding the comfortable red line miles
out of my way the all the way around the "U" to Tenleytown.

Rail is essential.

Purple line rail with a dedicated right of way would solve all those
problems: comfortable, frequent and direct reliable transit to the other
end of the red line. A bus can't do that. I've heard time and again that
Bus Rapid Transit is bigger, more frequent than the Ride On, and will
have priority at lights. But that doesn't matter when yet another driver on
Colesville Road or Georgia Ave blocks the intersection and backs up the
whole line.

What matters most is this: the psychology of reliability. Transit usage is
enormously psychological. Users must be able to see where the line
goes (rails) and know that they can rely on it to get to their destination on
time (via a dedicated right of way), doing so comfortably (smoothly, with
enough room onboard for everyone.) Buses can't do that.

No BRT system could accommodate future ridership, either. A DC
Metrorail train carries 800-1200 people every 3 minutes at peak. To
move even half that many people by BRT would require one bus every
30 seconds. There's no way BRT could pull that off in the near term,
much less the future. Only light rail with several hundred people on
board provides the capacity and reliability to expand the regional transit
network and derive the benefits of transit oriented development.

Let's build the Purple Line right the first time: rail.



 - RECORD #988 DETAIL
First Name : Barbara
Last Name : Barinum
Business Name :
Address : 6415 Shadow Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BARBARABAINUM@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surroun ding communities and
to trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Barbara Barinum
6415 Shadow Rd.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2726 DETAIL
First Name : Jack
Last Name : Barker
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JACKBARKERDC@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews,

I read the Washington Post article last week that outlined the projected
costs and ridership projections for the Purple Line.  Without going into
the specifics, the capital cost per rider of the light rail solution was close
to twice the capital cost per rider of the express bus solution.  Operating
costs per rider were also almost double.  When you combine that with
the fact that these projects nearly always cost more than anticipated, it is
unconscionable that we would even consider the light rail solution.  We
may or may not really need the Purple Line, but if you believe that we
do, in these economic times, we should absolutely construct it in the
most cost effective manner, especially when buses that use dedicated
lanes deliver the same speed and reliability of service as fixed rail.  The
only possible beneficiary of the more expensive fixed rail solution are
real estate developers, and if it were your money (instead of mine), I
doubt that you would even consider the extra expense.

Please vote no and/or veto the fixed rail solution.  And if we must have a
Purple L ine, please vote yes for the dedicated bus lane solution.



 - RECORD #1558 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Barker
Business Name :
Address : 7206 Exfair Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please support the Purple Line!



 - RECORD #2559 DETAIL
First Name : Mary W.
Last Name : Barnes
Business Name :
Address : 8640 Geren Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : MWBARNES@ATT.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Sunday, January 11, 2009

To:  Governor Martin O'Malley

            Purple Line: AA/DEIS Project Deliberations

From:  Mary W. Barnes, (Home owner and Public School Teacher)

            8640 Geren Road, Silver Spring, MD 20901

Re:  Testimony regarding the Purple Line in Montgomery County

            I have been a resident of  Top of the Park Condominium (TOP)
in Silver Spring, Maryland for eight years.  This community is located at
Piney Branch, Manchester and Sligo Creek Parkway, about 1.5 miles
from the Silver Spring downtown business district.  We are a community
of 166 townhouses, of which 85% are owner occupied.  Our community
was built in the 1940s, and is uniquely nestled among large, old growth
trees, with a wide range of wildlife.  This is a lovely place to live.  We are
located close to Washington, DC, but can still enjoy the peacefulness of
nature, birds, trees, and community gardening.  Some of my neighbors
include current and retired teachers, librarians, writers, artists,
government employees, and people employed by the Discovery
Channel.

            I support the need for sensible transportation solutions for our
rapidly growing region, but I urge the balance and careful planning be
given environmental and safety considerations.

            Both Alternative 5 and 8 present troubling issues for TOP in
terms of land and environmental impact, traffic patterns and emergency
evacuation considerations, and criminal activities.

            I strongly support the position of the Montgomery County
Planning Department in finding that the Silver Spring-Thayer Design
Option station and alignment option is unacceptable.  I agree that the
Silver Spring-Thayer design option be dropped from further
consideration.

            Land impact/Environmental impact:

            Two representatives from MTA spoke to our community on Dec.
18, 2008.  I learned that the architectural drawings showed
approximately 12 feet of our property along Piney Branch Road to be
taken and used for widening the street for Alternatives 5 or 8 of the
Purple Line. The drawings were incorrect, and did not show the large
slope of our property. No wall was considered.  The road comes very
close to eight of our condo units.  They will lose their backyards.  There
would be no noise buffer for them along Piney Branch Road.
Construction of an aerial Light Rail system right next to these homes
could easily impact the stability of the units on this hillside.  There was
no consideration for these factors.  Homeowners in this area have said
that they will move out of our community if Alternative 5 or 8 is selected,
requiring Piney Branch Road to be widened.  This would affect our



property values.

            Traffic Patterns/Emergency Evacuations/ Construction
considerations:

            When I asked about the removal of our trees along Piney Branch
Road, the speakers were not aware that we had trees.  It was also noted
that the aerial structure of the Light Rail Transit as it crosses Sligo Creek
would come to ground level just as it reaches Manchester Road, one of
the primary exits out of our community.  We were told that we could not
turn north from Manchester onto Piney Branch Road and we could not
turn east from Piney Branch Road onto Manchester.  This would
seriously effect emergency evacuations of our community.

            Other considerations:

            Our community is located approximately 2 blocks from the
intersection of Flower Avenue and Piney Branch Road.  This is a very
busy intersection with a business district.

About 34% of our community currently uses Montgomery County Ride-
on buses and Metro train to get to work.  The buses we have now work
effectively for most of us.  In the past couple of years, we have had
increasing crime in our neighborhood, because of foot traffic through our
community.  I would hope that the people making the decisions about
where to place the Purple Line would consider the impact of increased
population, foot traffic, and potential crime in this general neighborhood.
At this point, no research has been done on this subject. Safety is a
concern.  There are a number of elderly, retired people who live in this
area.

            Alternative 8, Silver Spring-Thayer option, includes a tunnel and
portal near East Silver Spring Elementary School.  As a school teacher, I
am concerned about the safety of the children at this school.  This is not
an acceptable option.

            Also as Alternatives 5 and 8 require widening Piney Branch
Road, more wooded areas and park land would have to be removed in
this part of  East Silver Spring.  Some of the trees along this route are
over 100 years old.  Please do whatever you can to preserve our natural
resources.  This park land is essential to our clean air and mental health.
It is a precious gift to preserve for our children.

            Sincerely submitted,



 - RECORD #2404 DETAIL
First Name : Beth
Last Name : Barnett
Business Name :
Address : 4315 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MATE@PASSAGEMAKING.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

Montgomery County Executive Leggett,

Chairman Hanson,

Montgomery County Council President Andrews,

Montgomery County Council Members,

Representative Chris Van Hollen,

In the DEIS, the

 Maryland Transportation Administration (MTA) fails to make a
compelling case for the ridership projections for the Bethesda Stop on
the proposed Purple Line.  Furthermore, the report totally ignores the
Capital Crescent Trail.  This parkland enjoys enthusiastic use for
commuting and for recreation.  For the Purple Line to access downtown
Bethesda, the Capital Crescent Trail will be destroyed.  Yes, there will
be a path along or above the train (assuming County funding), but it
won’t compare to the pleasant experience we know today.  This
destruction would be tragic because the MTA fails to demonstrate that
riders will use the Bethesda Stop.

 “The Baltimore [light rail] system, after nearly 20 years of operation, has
realized less than half of the ridership MTA estimated during
construction.  The light rail line has become a money pit with the state
having to subsidize roughly 75% of its operating costs.”   Richard
Madaleno, MD State Senator, in his testimony regarding the DEIS,
November 18, 2008

The DEIS describes 6 alternatives, and MTA recommends the high
option LRT.  In ths statement, I challenge the estimate of 13,000 riders
by 2030, and I challenge the feasibility of an LRT which is not even co-
located with the bus depot at the Bethesda Metro Stop.  I urge full
transparency in MTA’s estimates of ridership because my detailed
assessment of this one option suggests that their estimates are seriously
flawed.

Estimate of ridership at the Bethesda stop

According to the Bethesda Urban Partnership, 15,000 people per



weekday board the Red Line through the Bethesda Metro Stop.  This is
the ridership for the Red Line that connects to all of the major
employment centers throughout the DC metro area.

MTA says that the high option LRT will transport 13,000 people on the
Purple Line in 2030.  The proposed Purple Line is a 16 mile cross county
transitway that doesn’t connect to any currently existing employment
centers.  The numbers don’t make sense.

MTA’s projections are based on assumptions.  There is much room for
error in projecting a twenty year horizon dependent on office space
development, housing construction, zoning decisions, the economy,
employment patterns, transportation patterns, demographics in a
transient community, and just plain human behavior.  We need
transparency and an independent audit of MTA’s assumptions leading to
the calculation of ridership.  These ridership estimates are critical if the
State is to consider funding the high cost of the LRT.

MTA prefers Red Line access in Bethesda rather than Medical Center

The MTA is adamant that the transitway needs to connect with the Metro
in Bethesda rather than at the Bethesda Medical Center.  When I
pointed out that the BRAC relocation of Walter Reed was not included in
the MTA estimates, the MTA staffer explained that those 4,000 daily
travelers would not make a difference in their estimates.  A win-win
solution would be to run a BRT along Jones Bridge Road; then we could
keep the Capital Crescent Trail and have a more reasonably priced
cross county transitway.

Demand for travel from Bethesda

I tried to envision who would use the Bethesda Stop of the Purple Line.
Here is a common sense assessment of ridership from the Bethesda
stop and ridership to the Bethesda stop.

I infer that people departing from Bethesda will walk to the stop, transfer
from a bus, or transfer from the Metro.  I assume that MTA does not
expect people to drive to Bethesda since they are reducing rather than
expanding the number of parking places.  People who arrive by bus will
add a 6-10 minute walk from the bus area by the Bethesda Metro Stop
to the elevators for the Purple Line.   The Purple Line and the bus
shelter are not co-located.  This will be inconvenient if not impossible for
people with mobility disabilities.

Presumably riders will be coming from north or west of Bethesda, or
from northwest DC since they could take the other Metro lines if they are



in downtown DC or Virginia.    The big question is, will people get out of
their car to take the Purple Line?  I am skeptical.  The Purple Line
services the suburbs where parking is not all that expensive.  A typical
commute would require (1) bus ride plus (2) 6-10 minute walk to the
elevator plus (3) elevator ride plus (4) ride on the Purple Line plus (5)
walk to destination.  The drive from Bethesda to the furthest point on the
Purple Line, New Carrollton is only 28 minutes.  This commute is not
likely to compete favorably with a drive across county on East-West
Highway or the beltway to a destination where parking is reasonably
priced.

Traveling to / by way of Bethesda

First, let’s look at Bethesda as the destination.  According to the
MNCPPC, there are currently 36,798 jobs in Bethesda and there will be
40,841 jobs by 2030.  (Most of the projected growth in Bethesda is
residential.)   What this tells us is that there is not much employment
growth.  I don’t have enough information to determine whether the
Purple Line will make a significant difference for Bethesda workers, but I
do know that there is not enough job growth to make a difference in the
use of the Bethesda Stop compared to current use of cross county mass
transit.

Secondly, the Bethesda Stop could be a transfer point for bus or Metro.
If one’s destination is Rockville or Gaithersburg, there are many driving
routes that are far more convenient than going west and then north to
take mass transit.  Commuters can take the beltway to Veirs Mill or I-270
or can cut across county on the new ICC.

Current mass transit services

Currently, the J4 bus runs between Bethesda and College Park.
According to the bus schedule, it is a 15-20 minute ride to Silver Spring
and 30-50 minutes to College Park (less to the UMD campus).   The fact
that the J4 line runs only during rush hour suggests that WMATA sees
limited demand for transit between Bethesda and College Park.  (BTW,
the J1 and J2 buses use the Bethesda Medical Center stop and Jones
Bridge Road for full service to Silver Spring on weekdays and
weekends.)

Enticing drivers to take the Purple Line

For commuters to select mass transit over automobile, they need to
save time, money or both.  It is only a 28 minute drive between
Bethesda and the furthest destination, New Carrollton.  MTA asserts that
under the No Build scenario, the bus ride from Bethesda to Silver Spring
will increase from 20 minutes in 2008 to 33 minutes in 2030.  Why?  The
ride on BRT would be 19-25 minutes; the ride on LRT would be 9-12



minutes.  The commuter adds time on both ends of the trip to get from
home to the Purple Line and from the Purple Line to the office.  It doesn’t
look like a typical commuter is going to save time using the Purple Line.

East-West Highway is not a source of daily gridlock. Commuters on the
beltway won’t find the Purple Line through Bethesda an attractive
alternative because they are not traveling to or from any place within
walking distance of the Bethesda stop.  My common sense assessment
is consistent with this finding by the State.

 In 1996 the State issued a study that envisioned a single track
connection between Silver Spring and Bethesda.  Then it appeared that
the trolley might reduce traffic less than 5% on East-West Highway.

In Conclusion

The MTA recommends the Hi Option LRT, and they justify their claim
based on the projection that 13,000 people will use it.  Such projections
are based on assumptions that are not described in the DEIS.  Given
that only 15,000 people currently use the Bethesda Metro Stop to
access the whole DC metro area, it seems unlikely that 13,000 people
will ride the Purple Line.  Furthermore, there are few scenarios for
reasonable commutes using the Bethesda stop of the Purple Line.
Given that the Purple Line covers 16 miles and takes only 28 minutes to
drive from one end to the other, it is likely the commute by Purple Line
(door to door) would take much more time than driving.   Parking fees in
the suburbs are not as high as in downtown DC.  People will not
abandon the convenience of cars unless they can save time and/or
money through mass transit.

While there is much gridlock in suburban Maryland, it is not on East-
West Highway, and it is not likely that people will get off of the beltway to
take the Purple Line.  We can learn from the current bus services that
WMATA provides – there is limited demand for mass transit between
Bethesda and Silver Spring or College Park much less New Carrollton.

A serious shortcoming of the DEIS is that the MTA does not even
acknowledge the value of the Capital Crescent Trail and its popularity for
commuting and for recreation.

I ask that MTA reveal its assumptions for the ridership projections for
scrutiny by all.  If the ridership is not real, the dollars should not be
spent.  I believe that the destruction of the Capital Crescent Trail needs
to be considered in weighing the Environmental Impact of building the
Purple Line.  And I encourage giving priority to transportation projects
that will eliminate the serious regional gridlock before building a cross



county transitway that encourages future development rather than
addressing present-day problems.



 - RECORD #2805 DETAIL
First Name : Beth
Last Name : Barnett
Business Name :
Address : 4315 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PRO@PASSAGEMAKING.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Decision Maker,

Don't make the mistake they made in Baltimore.

 “The Baltimore [light rail] system, after nearly 20 years of operation, has
realized less than half of the ridership MTA estimated during
construction.  The light rail line has become a money pit with the state
having to subsidize roughly 75% of its operating costs.”   Richard
Madaleno, MD State Senator, in his testimony regarding the DEIS,
November 18, 2008

There is no current demand for a transitway into Bethesda.  Why destroy
the trail when there are other options that provide cross county transit
and continuing to enjoy the trail.

What economic development will this Bethesda stop generate?
Bethesda is already fully developed.  There is already a shortage of
parking, and the light rail would take even more.

The light rail does not co-locate with the bus terminal at the Bethesda
Metro Stop.  It is a 6-10 minute walk from the bus terminal to the
elevators to get onto the light rail.  This creates an undue burden on the
people with mobility disabilities!

Was the walk between bus and light rail considered in the ridership
calculations?  We don't know, because MTA has not shared this
algorithm with us.  What were their assumptions?  What about the
Medical Center now that Walter Reed is drawing additional traffic (staff,
patients and family members) to that destination.  Also, with the new
security, it is more difficult to park on the NIH campus.

Believe me, Bethesda restaurants aren't good enough to draw people
who can eat out in Silver Spring and the locations further along the
purple line.

There is no economic development value to having a Purple Line stop in
Bethesda.

The light rail to Bethesda is a waste of money and it destroys the trail.  Is
there even money in the Purple Line budget for the lame version of a
trail that the report discusses?  I don't think so.

Do your homework and make a good decision.  Keep the Purple Line out
of Bethesda -- build it as far as Connecticut Avenue if you have to
appease a certain prominent development.  Or connect it to the Medical
Center Stop.

Better yet, save our scarce transportation dollars to eliminate some of
the real gridlock on I-270 and the Beltway.

Northern Virginia is way ahead of us in building transportation projects
which will make a difference rather than building pet projects that benefit
a few interested parties.

Don't follow the herd.  Make a sound public policy decision.



 - RECORD #1648 DETAIL
First Name : Eric
Last Name : Barreto
Business Name :
Address : 8601 Manchester Rd
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : dclatinocub@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : I think the Purple line is wonderful idea and should realized to its fullest

potential. We need to start thinking of our children's future and the future
of our planet. We need to begin somewhere with ending our
dependence on automobiles and oil.



 - RECORD #168 DETAIL
First Name : Fatima
Last Name : Barry
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : fbbarry@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA,

I currently reside in Silver Spring, MD and it takes me an hour and a half
to get to school and work in Tenleytown. I am sometimes tempted to
drive to work and school, but as a person that intends to reduce my
footprint, I take public transportation. By providing the purple line, it will
allow me to cut my commute by an HOUR! I am sure that I am not the
only one that is dealing with such a long commute. Please help us and
provide a Purple Line.

Thank you,

Fatoumata Barry

--
Fatoumata B. Barry
Dual Masters Candidate
Natural Resources &
Sustainable Development
American University
fbbarry@gmail.com
(914) 806-3562



 - RECORD #771 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Barry
Business Name :
Address : 4400 East-West Hwy
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : mtbarry@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line light rail is critical to improving the quality of life and

local economy in the DC region.  Thousands of people travel everyday
through this critical east-west corridor by car leading to major traffic
jams, increased pollution, loss of time for work and leisure.  A direct rail
line would provide a critical means of transportation for this populous
east-west corridor.  Please build the Purple Line.



 - RECORD #2780 DETAIL
First Name : Ruth
Last Name : Bartfeld
Business Name :
Address : 6007 Kirby Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : RBARTFELD@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To our elected officials:

I am writing to urge you to forego plans for placing the Purple Line along
the Capital Crescent Trail.

I have walked the trail for years with friends and family and would be
saddened to see this wonderful resource -- used by people of all ages --
ruined by mass transit.  To cut down the mature trees, narrow the
existing trail thus making it unsafe, and subject the trail users to the
constant noise of traffic would be a travesty.  We need all the peaceful
areas we have in order to maintain a civilized way of life.

Therefore, I hope you will find a way to place this transit elsewhere.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3266 DETAIL
First Name : Hanna Jane
Last Name : Barton
Business Name :
Address : 9707 Old Georgetown Road, Apt 2612
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : We hope that the proposed Purple Line will be built.  We are in favor of

it.
Attachments : Hana Jane Barton.pdf (15 kb)





 - RECORD #3316 DETAIL
First Name : Pamela
Last Name : Bathgate
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 21224
Email Address : PATB24@Yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello:

I've been an MTA rider for the past 24 yrs. and developed a
lung/breathing problem. I have a small request, if at all possible, could
the Purple Bus Stop... be moved in both directions, to Read Street & St.
Paul ......and......Charles Street & Read Street?

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #338 DETAIL
First Name : Ian
Last Name : Batstone
Business Name :
Address : 8715 1st Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the MTA should
change the designs of all light rail options to support a trail within the
Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Built Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ian Batstone
8715 1st Ave Apt 1407D
Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #2554 DETAIL
First Name : Ginny
Last Name : Baumann
Business Name :
Address :
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GINNYBAUMANN@YAHOO.CO.UK
Submission Content/Notes : I am a resident of Takoma Park and I am adding my voice to the need

for the light rail purple line.  At this time of financial contraction, this is
exactly the kind of public investment that will shorten the recession and
enable us to come out of it stronger.



 - RECORD #2747 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth and Justin
Last Name : Bausch
Business Name :
Address : 12 East Lenox Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : EPIBAUSCH@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The Bausch Family [consisting of Justin, 40, Elizabeth, 39, Will, 9, and
Quinn, 5] would hate to see our Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring destroyed in the building of the Purple Line.
While we understand that regional transportation issues have made an
east-west mass transit system a pressing need, we believe the CCC is a
huge attraction to homeowners in the Bethesda, Chevy Chase and
Silver Spring communities.  Our family has a routine bike ride for the
spring and summer weekends:  park at the Chevy Chase Supermarket,
bike to Bethesda for Dunkin' Donuts, continue to ride to Little Falls where
we eat our snack and goof around in the stream.  Then we bike all the
way back to our car.  It's a treasured family tradition that we would sorely
miss.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2203 DETAIL
First Name : Leonard
Last Name : Baxt
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LBAXT@DOWLOHNES.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please do not approve the Purple Line. I am a biker who loves the trail

and fear its demise with the Purple Line.



 - RECORD #663 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Bayerl
Business Name :
Address : 16400 Kipling Rd
City : Derwood
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address : JBAYERL@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir/Madam:

I want to express my strongest support for the proposed light rail Purple
Line from Bethesda to New Carrollton.

I believe that such efficient, environmentally-friendly public transit is by
far superior to other proposals for busways or highways.

Sincerely,
John Bayerl
16400 Kipling Rd.
Derwood, MD 20855
301-977-1238



 - RECORD #3302 DETAIL
First Name : Paul M
Last Name : Bayhurst
Business Name :
Address : 8810 Leonard Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : pmbayhurst@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like you to send me some aerial maps and plans as to what is

going to happen with my property at 8810 Leonard Drive.  Trying to
navigate through the website is too difficult.  I want to know exactly what
portion of my property you plan to "take".  I have discussed this with my
neighbors and we don't like being in the dark about the county aquiring
or properties.  Please send this information as soon as possible.
Thank you,
Paul M. Bayhurst



 - RECORD #785 DETAIL
First Name : Ben
Last Name : Beach
Business Name :
Address : 7207 Denton Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BEN_BEACH@TWS.ORG



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, President Andrews, Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, & other officials:

As someone who uses the Capital Crescent Trail almost every day, I
strongly object to running a light rail system right next to the unpaved
segment.

It is so rare to find a place in our part of the county where there is peace
and quiet. The unpaved portion of the CCT is that rare spot, and I marvel
at it every time I have the privilege to use this trail.

If rapid transit were installed there, that serenity would be lost. I am also
concerned about the paving of that stretch. While I am sometimes on a
bike and can appreciate the value of hardtop, it is extremely desirable to
have a softer surface to run on. I am nearing 60, and the old joints do
much better on a soft surface. With the population aging, this is an
important matter for many of us.

I have even heard reports that the CCT might be narrowed or even
displaced between the tunnel and Jones Mill Road. That would be an
absolute travesty.

I love public transit and moved to downtown Bethesda in 1984 in large
part because of the imminent completion of the station. But that doesn’t
mean that every mass transit proposal is a good idea. I’m skeptical,
based in part on studies, that the Purple Line would draw enough riders
to make it worth installing.

Given the rarity of the dirt trail, with its many natural qualities, I believe
that rapid transit along Jones Bridge Road makes more sense. That is
even truer now that the medical center is being expanded so
dramatically.

Thank you for your careful consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely,

Ben Beach

7207 Denton Rd.

Bethesda



 - RECORD #2871 DETAIL
First Name : Ben
Last Name : Beach
Business Name :
Address : 7207 Denton Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : BEN_BEACH@TWS.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : As someone who uses the Capital Crescent Trail almost every day, I

strongly object to running a light rail system right next to the unpaved
segment.

It is so rare to find a place in our part of the county where there is peace
and quiet. The unpaved portion of the CCT is that rare spot, and I marvel
at it every time I have the privilege to use this trail.

If rapid transit were installed there, that serenity would be lost. I am also
concerned about the paving of that stretch. While I am sometimes on a
bike and can appreciate the value of hardtop, it is extremely desirable to
have a softer surface to run on. I am nearing 60, and the old joints do
much better on a soft surface. With the population aging, this is an
important matter for many of us.

I have even heard reports that the CCT might be narrowed or even
displaced between the tunnel and Jones Mill Road. That would be an
absolute travesty.

I love public transit and moved to downtown Bethesda in 1984 in large
part because of the imminent completion of the station. But that doesn’t
mean that every mass transit proposal is a good idea. I’m skeptical,
based in part on studies, that the Purple Line would draw enough riders
to make it worth installing.

Given the rarity of the dirt trail, with its many natural qualities, I believe
that rapid transit along Jones Bridge Road makes more sense. That is
even truer now that the medical center is being expanded so
dramatically.

Thank you for your careful consideration of this important matter.



 - RECORD #145 DETAIL
First Name : Bob
Last Name : Beard
Business Name :
Address :
City : Temple Hills
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SQUAREWHEELS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I know that plans exist to extend the Purple Line past Landover to

National Harbor and into Virginia via the new Woodrow Wilson Bridge.
Why not now? Why not all at one time? Does it all boil down to money?

Bob Beard
Temple Hills MD
(301) 423-5448



 - RECORD #2095 DETAIL
First Name : Matthew
Last Name : Beard
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : DC
Zip Code : 20010
Email Address : beardmatthew@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : I supprt the plans for the purple line



 - RECORD #1520 DETAIL
First Name : Donald
Last Name : Beardsley
Business Name :
Address : 4977 Battery Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : BRASCO11@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Donald Beardsley
4977 Battery Lane, #701
Bethesda, MD  20814



 - RECORD #1136 DETAIL
First Name : MaryAnne
Last Name : Beauchamp
Business Name :
Address : 2710 Hughes Road
City : Adelphi
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My first name is Mary Anne, M-A-R-Y, A-N-N-E, last name is

Beauchamp, B-E-A-U-C-H-A-M-P.

Thank you for letting me speak, say a few words. I don't really have
anything prepared as the others.

I'm a lifelong resident in Adelphi and I am for public transportation. I
used to work downtown across from the White House, so I've used all
kinds of transportation.

I've traveled extensively in the United States and used all kinds of
transportation.

I'm wondering how this is going to coincide with the intercounty
connector. I don't see anything in the materials that refers to that and I'm
wondering how this is going to affect the traffic that is already congested
around my area when there is a Maryland game, a Redskin football
game. We always have a lot of traffic. So I'm wondering how that's going
to affect
traffic.

During the construction of this, how is that going to be dealt with for local
residents? I notice on the back of the handout on the table you are
referring to the year 2030. So I'm assuming that this is going to take 21
years to complete, which is going to be quite an undertaking.

Also I see that there is an impact on some historic properties, and I note
that it has got one for several of these. I'm assuming that this might all
be the same historic property. I'm wondering how this is going to be
dealt with and how much damage there is going to be from that.

Lastly, I'm wondering, no one has asked, and it's in none of the Gazette
articles or any of the handouts, what the approximate cost to the
taxpayers is going to be.

I know there is several alternatives, but it would be nice if people knew,
had some kind of an idea of what this is going to cost us, how this is
going to be factored in. Is it going to be a county tax? State tax? Or
what? I know you have got BRT and LRT alternatives. That's all. Thank
you very much.



 - RECORD #2515 DETAIL
First Name : John and Cindy
Last Name : Beauregard
Business Name :
Address : 8812 Mayberry Court
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : BEAUGAS@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

Having lived all of my 50 years in Mongomery County  (and my wife 48
yrs) I am distressed at the potential distruction of the Crescent trail.
While I did not write the letter below, it conveys my sentiments.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1824 DETAIL
First Name : Elise C.
Last Name : Becher
Business Name :
Address : 4711 DeRussey Parkway
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ECBECHER@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : All year long, people of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities use the

Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is
enjoyed by the young and old for pleasure, for sport, and for daily
commutes. Trail users come from all around the region.  My family uses
the trail regularly to walk or bike to downtown Bethesda from our home
in Chevy Chase.  In doing so, my husband and I are teaching our young
children the value of exercise and of avoiding using motorized
transportation when possible, both lessons we think are extremely
important for them to learn.

The Trail is both peaceful and beautiful. If the Purple Line is built here,
all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be permanently
removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from hikers and
bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor attractive for
Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’
from trains or buses.  My family, as well as countless others, would likely
stop using the trail.  It would be an environmental and recreational
disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities within our urban environment.

Please put the Purple Line elsewhere and preserve the Capital Crescent
Trail so that we can continue to enjoy this vital natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #844 DETAIL
First Name : Nick
Last Name : Beck
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : DC
Zip Code : 20009
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Light rail is so much more user-friendly and enduring than bus lines.

Please push this forward to gain the benefits for developers, business,
and citizens!



 - RECORD #742 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy
Last Name : Beck, Ph.D.
Business Name : Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine
Address : 5100 Wisconsin Avenue Nw
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016-4131
Email Address : NBECK@PCRM.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : I wanted to voice my support for the purple line.  It would be hugely

helpful for many people I know and I would certainly use it.

Thank you,

Nancy Beck, Ph.D.

Scientific and Policy Advisor

Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine

5100 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Suite 400

Washington, DC 20016-4131

 nbeck@pcrm.org

202-686-2210 x345



 - RECORD #2816 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Becker
Business Name : Richard S. Becker & Associates, Chartered
Address : 7128 Fairfax Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : beckereng@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : I think the Purple Line would be a tragedy to our community and the

environment.  I fully oppose it.



 - RECORD #548 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Beckerman
Business Name :
Address : 5448  30th Place, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : NAMREKCEB@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I write with two statements related to the Purple line.

First, I strenuously object to placing the Purple line on the Capital
Crescent trail.  The trail is a heavily used refuge in an increasingly busy
part of the world. An above ground train line on the trail will wreck it,
diminishing the quality of life of the surrounding communities and
lowering the property values of those whose homes and businesses
back on the trail.

Second, I can't stress enough how stupid it is not to have the purple line
run to White Oak, MD.  The Food and Drug Administration is
consolidating something like 17 separate office buildings (many of them
currently easily Metro accessible along the red line) on a campus at
White Oak that has no Metro access.  While we can thank the idiots at
the General Services Administration for approving a plan that does not
have adequate access to public transport for literally thousands of
federal employees, Montgomery County should be advocating
strenuously to fix that by putting a future purple line directly to White
Oak.  Otherwise, the county is headed toward an addtional nightmare in
terms of traffic congestion and parking.

Thanks for your consideration.

Peter Beckerman
5448 30th Place NW
Washington, DC 20015

 202 237-1481



 - RECORD #953 DETAIL
First Name : Amy
Last Name : Beckett
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : YPSILANTI314@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning

Maryland Transit Administration

I live on Sligo Avenue in Silver Spring, Maryland and write to support a
tunneling option--not currently on the drawing board--for the proposed
Purple Line Wayne Avenue alignment.

Please add my support to the complete record.  Others will submit
comments in greater detail and with greater eloquence.  Please plan for
the long haul.  As best said by a neighbor:  "bury it."  It's the only
sensible way.

Sincerely,

Amy Beckett



 - RECORD #2387 DETAIL
First Name : Don
Last Name : Beckham
Business Name :
Address : 7509 Tarrytown Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : DHBECKHAM@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Attached are comments that I would appreciate you considering prior to

making a decision on the Purple Line.  Since your decision will be made
before completion of the planning and evaluation process required by
the National Environmental Policy Act, and you therefore will not have
benefit of the comments that will be made on the DEIS, I wanted to
make you aware of a significant deficiency in the DEIS.  The evaluation
of Cumulative Impacts is significantly absent in the document.  This
could directly influence the evaluation of alternatives.  Details of this
deficiency are included in the attached comments.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Attachments : Don Beckham Comments on Purple Line DEIS.pdf (15 kb)
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Comments for Consideration of the Planning Board
on Completeness of the Purple Line DEIS

Don Beckham
7509 Tarrytown Road

Chevy Chase, MD 20815

There will undoubtedly be many detailed comments made on the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement, but because the Planning Board will make a decision prior to 
completion of the EIS process, I have focused now on structural flaws in the document.  
The most significant of these is the failure to address cumulative impacts in any 
meaningful way.  The Council on Environmental Quality guidelines for EISs includes a 
discussion of the need to address past, present and reasonably foreseeable future actions 
related to the proposed project.  Page 4-93 includes 2 general paragraphs about 
cumulative impacts.  Section 4.18, Indirect and Cumulative Effects (ICE) Analysis, refers 
to a study in accordance with Maryland State Highway Administration Guidelines for 
ICE.  However, the study is not available in the document, and there is no discussion of 
the past, present or future actions considered.  Since assumptions are made about 
ridership and use of the alternatives, the following actions should be explicitly discussed 
in the EIS:

1. Earlier studies found that “Cut Across” riders (who are traveling from outside the
beltway on the Red Line and need to transfer to the opposite leg of the Red Line 
without going through Metro Center) would make up a significant portion of the 
Purple Line ridership.  The EIS does not discuss this or whether the completion of 
the Intercounty Connector would impact this.  Whether ridership estimates 
considered “Cross Over” is not clear from the EIS. Are there other cumulative 
impacts from completion of the ICC?

2. The most significant influence on ridership will be the relocation of functions 
from the Walter Reed Army Medical Center to the Bethesda Naval Hospital.  The 
EIS is silent on potential cumulative impacts and whether the alternatives would 
address these impacts.  For example, the EIS (page 4-92) states that ¼ mile is 
considered to be the maximum distance that riders would walk to a transit 
(without providing any reference for the assumption.)  No information is provided 
in the EIS as to whether the alignment alternatives would allow existing Walter 
Reed personnel to use the Purple Line.  This information should be provided 
before decisions are made by local government agencies on support of the 
alignment alternatives.

3. The EIS states, “The level of growth is expected to be consistent with general 
growth trends and projections and would not be expected to result in significant 
demands on resources or services. (page 4-92)”  When Metro started operation, 
the areas around the Metro stations exploded in commercial development.  This 
led to significant problems with traffic and parking, and additional demands on
fire and emergency medical resources.  The EIS does not address the ability of 
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areas proposed for Purple Line stations to handle growth that would exceed 
“general growth trends.”  These impacts should be based on observed past actions 
and reasonably foreseeable future actions. Appropriate studies of the Metro 
corridors should be included.  Development of systems in other cities with similar 
objects should also be evaluated and considered.

4. In developing the operating costs for the alternatives, the EIS is not clear on the 
assumptions made.  If a Light Rail alternative is selected, it will introduce a new
transit technology into the area.  Currently, transit services are provided by heavy 
rail and bus service.  The extent to which the additional operating costs necessary 
to support the spare parts inventory, maintenance facilities and qualified 
technicians necessary to maintain a different type of equipment and its supporting 
infrastructure (tracks, control systems, etc.) should be explicitly discussed in the 
EIS to allow reasonable comparison of the costs and benefits of the alternatives.



 - RECORD #659 DETAIL
First Name : Ruth
Last Name : Bedore
Business Name :
Address : 12340 Morning Light Ter
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20878
Email Address : CRBEDORE@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Governor O'Malley,

I'm writing to tell you that I support the purple line light rail.  I ride the
Metro to work on a regular basis, and I am in support of as much
expansion to the rail system as possible in Maryland and throughout the
DC area.  Please support the light rail purple line.

Thank you,
Ruth Bedore
12340 Morning Light Ter
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
301-926-1784



 - RECORD #1346 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Behler
Business Name :
Address : 606 Bennington Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Yes, my name is David Behler, I live in Silver Spring. Spelled D-A-V-I-D,
B-E-H-L-E-R. We need to get to a larger, deeper perspective on this
proposal. So, let's step back some. We face these dire threats. Our
damaging reliance on foreign oil that pollutes and degrades the
environmental and weakens our economy and hence, our national
security. The adherent wastefulness of our automotive culture and the
dangerous and accelerating adverse impacts of global warming brought
on by our over-consumption of fossil fuels.

We need to vastly increase our nation's transportation energy efficiency
and starting in the Washington, D.C., metro area, this means we've got
to commit to greater use of mass transit. But to do so, we've got to
development those systems. Building the Purple Line will help reduce
overall pollution and better serve the environment, reduce our
dependency on foreign oil, invest in and increase the productivity of our
national and regional economy, and ultimately help us improve our
national security.

If we're to escape from the inherent wastefulness of the automotive
culture, we need the mass transit alternatives that enable us to do so. If
we are to take the problems of global warming seriously and we need to
do something constructive about it, then let's begin here with the
approval of the Purple Line project.

From a more local perspective, I strongly urge adoption of the Purple
Line as a high- investment light rail transit project. Such a choice would
operate with a lower annual increase in operating subsidies and have
lower operation of maintenance costs then other light rail options, attract
the most ridership and thereby lessen automotive traffic and provide
riders with the best service. It will optimize our public investment.

As for the "not in my backyard" syndrome, it's understandable and for
some lamentable and I'm sorry, I've been built up upon too. But we've
got to serve the public objective to do the greatest good for the greatest
number. The NIMBY of some of the Chevy Chase golf club, however, I
can't support. The public right-of-way exists to serve the public good and
not for the golf game or the county club pursuits. You'll continue to enjoy
those things and you can afford to sacrifice a little for everyone else.

I fully support the Purple Line design that would retain and widen the
existing Capitol Crescent Bike Trail and interconnect with an improved
network of bike routes.

I also fully support a Purple Line design that enhances pedestrian safety
and encourages walking as a growing form of public transit. As for Silver
Spring, most folks support mass transit and the Purple Line. There will
be some adverse impacts to our neighborhoods if the medium
investment light rail route goes through downtown and Wayne Avenue.
So if that one is the option selected, I would urge you to adopt the best
pedestrian and bicycle safety measures and improvements into the
design. I urge you also to further incorporate these additional mitigation
features into the design.

You can rehabilitate the recreational track of Sligo Creek Elementary
School with an all- weather padded surface, rehabilitate the athletic field
at Sligo Creek Elementary School by installing artificial turf and
systematically improve bike lanes and services in the area. All those
things can help us improve on biking, walking and other means of public
transit. Thank you.



 - RECORD #794 DETAIL
First Name : Lisa
Last Name : Bell
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LISABELL@PCMGC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to beseech you to vote AGAINST locating the Purple Line
along the Capital Crescent Trail.  My family uses the trail year round for
walking, bicycling, and jogging.  Some of my fondest memories with my
children include our summer bike rides from our home in Chevy Chase
into Bethesda to enjoy a Clay Boys and sit in front of Barnes and Nobles
and people watch before turning around and riding home again.
PLEASE do not deprive us of this fabulous and beloved trail.

I am sure you are well aware of all of the environmental reasons to
preserve the trail and the surrounding trees.  I am asking that you also
take into account the priceless intangible benefits to the community.
This is our trail—we love it and we use it.

Sincerely,

Lisa Bell



 - RECORD #859 DETAIL
First Name : Doug
Last Name : Belling
Business Name :
Address : 7920 Long Branch Pkwy
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : As a Takoma Park resident near the intersection of University and New

Hampshire Avenues, I strongly support a light rail alignment for the
Purple Line to connect Prince Georges and Montgomery Counties.



 - RECORD #2231 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Belliveau
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : PBELLIVEAU@MCLEANSCHOOL.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

Personally, I live in Downtown Silver Spring.  The Capitol Crescent Trail
is the only way I will take to Bethesda. I enjoy Bethesda, but don’t ever
need to go there.  I will walk or bicycle the trail in winter or summer.  I
will not drive East West highway or attempt to park in Bethesda any
time of year.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #271 DETAIL
First Name : Alan
Last Name : Belsky
Business Name :
Address : 639 Mississippi Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : alanscottbelsky@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to express my support for a light rail Purple Line that is built

to be separate from vehicular traffic along its entire length.



 - RECORD #156 DETAIL
First Name : kristin
Last Name : beltz
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BELTZ2TIGHT@JUNO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear purple line,

I hope this RAIL line gets built soon, because of the walter reed army
med center in dc merging into walter reed national military medical
center in bethesda (completion date of sept. 2011).

i live right near (and will be commuting from) the silver spring metro
station to the medical center metro station. i sure don't want to take the
red line all the way downtown and all the way back up just to get to work
3 miles away. RAIL is superior to BUS because it goes under and over
the road traffic.

k beltz



 - RECORD #987 DETAIL
First Name : Randy Michele
Last Name : Bender
Business Name :
Address : 4400 Prince Road
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address : BENDERR@SI.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : My husband and I, who have been residents of Montgomery County for

over 20 years, frequently bicycle along the Crescent Trail and hope that
we can continue to do so for years to come.  There is already so much
development taking place in Montgomery County, including the ICC
project just yards from our home.   The livability of our country will truly
suffer if our government does not take steps to preserve the few
remaining parkland and wooded areas within Montgomery County.

Sincerely,

Ms. Randy Michele Bender
4400 Prince Road
Rockville, MD 20853



 - RECORD #2502 DETAIL
First Name : Tim, Melissa, Alex and Brooke
Last Name : Bender
Business Name :
Address : 8502 Lynwood Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BENDERFAMILY@RCN.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Our family uses the Capital Crescent Trail for exercise, to get to
playgrounds, to get to the nearby community center, and to get to
downtown Bethesda.  We often choose to walk the trail instead of taking
our cars because the trail is so accessible, tranquil and family friendly.
We strongly oppose construction of the Purple Line and as it would alter
the trail in such a way that would make it unusable for our family.

The trail touches so many aspects of our family's life.  My husband, kids,
and I take walks on the trail to stay fit.  I walk the trail with the children to
two playgrounds not far off the trail.  We use the trail to get from our
house to the Montgomery County Leland community center for classes
for our children.  I take the kids for walks on the trail to connect with
nature...we see baby birds in nests, interesting rocks, plants and trees.  I
walk the trail to my Dr's office in downtown Bethesda.  As a family, we
often walk the trail to Bethesda Row to have a meal and shop. While on
the trail, we often greet  and chat with the other walkers.  You feel a
great sense of community on the trail. The trail is a quiet, clean, beautiful
escape for us...just a few blocks from our home.  Losing it in its current
state would have a huge negative impact on my family's life.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1563 DETAIL
First Name : Alexander
Last Name : Benezra
Business Name :
Address :
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : abenezra@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the building and planning of the Purple Line as a light-

rail system with its own right-of-way and transfers to the Red Line both
east and west of Downtown DC, as well as a connection to the Orange
Line.

I was a student at American University for three years.  For my last year,
I looked to move to Montgomery County.  I wanted to move to Silver
Spring but the commute to school would have taken an additional hour.
As a result, not only was I forced to move to an area along the west end
of the Red Line (I moved to an apartment near the White Flint Station), I
went to Downtown Silver Spring, which I enjoyed very much while
apartment searching, only once because it was so difficult to get there.

A convenient, fast rail option would have opened up so much more of
Montgomery County for me.  I wish I had the chance.



 - RECORD #579 DETAIL
First Name : Katherine
Last Name : Bennett
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KMCCLARY@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin OMalley, MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
County Executive Isiah Leggett, Chairman Royce Hanson, and Council
President Mike Knapp,

As someone who uses the Capital Cresent Trail, especially the section
between Bethesda and Silver Springs for running, walking from the
office to the gym and commuting from my apartment to work via bike, I
am opposed to a Purple Line along that stretch.  It is just not possible
that you indeed plan to destroy that lovely green space and peaceful
tree-covered pathway.   We can put transit in another location, but when
this is gone, it's gone for good and we'll be left with the typical,
thoughless mass of concrete.

As I've said, I and many others commute via Capital Cresent for the
environment, exercise, and peace of mind.  A narrow, dangerous,
shadeless bike lane, about 10' from trains passing in two directions
every three minutes, will not provide a tranquil "Trail" experience.  It
would be tragic to destroy this wonderful amenity that adds so much
value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the many
communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
project seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But the
DEIS has been neither objective, fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents will need greenspace and



recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.



8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and reasonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a very, very popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc.  from where
light rail trains would pass;   It is simply inexcusable to have no analysis
of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.



Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Katherine Bennett

Bethesda, Maryland



 - RECORD #2072 DETAIL
First Name : Kathie
Last Name : Bennett
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KMCCLARY@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

I am a devoted user of the Capital Cresecent trail between Bethesda
and Silver Spring.  I commute to work via bicycle using the trail, walk to
and from the gym via that stretch, run, stroll, and take all out-of-towners
there as an example of how fine Bethesda life is.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2522 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Benson
Business Name :
Address : 4400 East-West Hwy
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MB410S@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing you to express my strong support for maintaining the Capital

Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring in its present form,
and to ask that you do everything in your power to protect its present
existence.  My move to Montgomery Country from downtown
Washington some six years ago was largely predicated on having
access to this beautiful trail. It is a natural wonder set so close to an
urban setting yet exuding unbelievable  rural peace and
beauty—something not easily found or replicated.

I use this trail almost everyday. My life changes for the better every time
I go out for a walk, a hike, a bike ride or a run; and I see this sense of
serenity on the face of the many other users I come across daily.  I see
couples hand-in-hand, the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird
watchers, families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and
from school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come
from all around the region. There always seems to be someone to meet
and talk with.

This trail is to Bethesda and Silver Spring as Rock Creek Park is to the
center of  Washington, D.C. and  Central Park is to the City of New York:
A natural beautiful respite that must remain in its present form for the
health and welfare of future generations of users.  If the Purple Line is to
be built here, all this natural setting will be compromised, never to be
regained again.  It would be a vital slice of nature in its almost pristine
beauty… lost forever.

I fear if the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding
the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers on a very frequent basis. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a
narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an
environmental and recreational disaster.

In this day and age, special places like the Capital Crescent Trail from
Bethesda to Silver Spring must be preserved in its original form to
maintain a well balanced, vibrant and  healthy community. Lose it and
lose it forever.

I hope you will do everything in our power to preserve this Trail in its
present natural form and protect it for the environmental health and
recreational use of the public forever.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



 - RECORD #1891 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Benzmiller
Business Name :
Address : 7914 Chelton Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : AJBENZMILLER@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews:

My family and I are  frequent users of the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  It is
one of the primary reasons we selected our house when we bought it
and why we remain in Bethesda.  I
strongly oppose Purple Line plans to run light rail line along the trail.  I
strongly favor a dedicated bus
line along Jones Bridge Road, which would much better serve BRAC
plans to expand the Naval Hospital.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use
the Trail. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers,
bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail
users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature
trees surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or
buses would pass about 10’
from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be
passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or
buses. It would be an
environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare
and outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot be replicated
anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital
Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to
enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development
that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #428 DETAIL
First Name : Seth
Last Name : Berger
Business Name :
Address : 5155 King Charles Way
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : CYBERSETH@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I'm a local cyclist and am excited that the Maryland Transit
Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail as part
of the designs.  But there are still some things to do.

I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line but request
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Seth

Seth Berger
5155 King Charles Way
Bethesda, MD 20814

301-564-5969



 - RECORD #3 DETAIL
First Name : stephen
Last Name : bergman
Business Name :
Address : 701 bonifant street
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : bluenoterecords@mac.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line.  In spite of how near my home it would be, I

would even support it being under ground on Wayne Avenue.  I do NOT
support it being above ground on Wayne Avenue.  This point of view is
widely shared by those in my neighborhood. I live on Bonifant Street, a
quiet street that runs parallel to Wayne Avenue, which it appears is to be
the likely location of an above ground portion of the Purple Line.  I have
heard that some of the fine print on this proposal is that should this line
cause too many traffic problems on Wayne, neighboring streets such as
mine  will be widened to allow for increased traffic.  Even if they weren't
widened, the increased traffic on Wayne due to an above ground train
would turn my beautiful street into a local highway.  I strongly object to
this.  Furthermore, I question the wisdom of having an above ground rail
line running next to an elementary school and middle school, which it
would if it crosses Dale at Wayne.



 - RECORD #1671 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen
Last Name : Bergman
Business Name :
Address : 701 Bonifant Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : STEPHENBERGMAN@MAC.COM



Submission Content/Notes : The following are the written comments of Stephen Bergman to AA/DEIS
regarding the Purple Line:

My name is Stephen Bergman.  I am a resident of Silver Spring and
have lived at 701 Bonifant Street since 1994.  I am submitting these
written comments to be included in the complete record

for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.  I would like to begin
by letting you know that I am in agreement with the detailed written
comments submitted by Seven Oaks

- Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.

Although I have a "No Train On Wayne" sign prominently displayed in
my front lawn, I want to let you know that the operative word on that sign
for me is "on."  I support public transit in general and the Purple Line
specifically.  I am against a train ON Wayne but would strongly support a
train UNDER Wayne.  It is my understanding that existing data supports
the feasibility of a system that tunnels under downtown Silver Spring and
a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to Mansfield Road.
Furthermore, I understand that not only would such an approach be cost
effective enough to qualify for federal funding, it would likely improve
ridership and decrease travel time.

The tunnel UNDER Wayne approach would improve the efficiency of the
entire line while maintaining the beauty and tranquility of downtown
Silver Spring and nearby communities.

The following are a list of my concerns about what would happen in my
neighborhood should there be a train above ground on Wayne Avenue
in downtown Silver Spring:

My quiet little street is currently a popular detour for fast moving cars
who want to avoid the traffic on Wayne.  I fear that an above ground
Purple Line on Wayne will make streets like mine much more popular for
people who want to avoid what will be a much more complex traffic
pattern. It has been my experience that when Wayne is closed
temporarily for local events, the traffic on Bonifant Street is bumper to
bumper.  Current "cut through" streets will become major thoroughfares
for people trying to escape brutal new traffic patterns.  Not only will this
be annoying, it will be dangerous for the many small children that live
and play in my neighborhood.

Long trains crossing Georgia Avenue, entering the intersection of Wayne
and Fenton diagonally as a fifth stream of traffic, and passing the
entrance to the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot - on the
average of every three minutes from one direction or the other during
three-hour peak periods and at speeds of no more than 5 to 15 miles per
hour - will create even worse traffic conditions in downtown Silver Spring
than exist today and threaten the vitality of the recently revived
downtown.

Neither a surface route through downtown Silver Spring nor a station at
Fenton Street at the new Silver Spring Library is necessary for
development downtown.  Substantial and highly successful development
so far

in most sectors of the downtown over the last eight years has been very
successful with the Silver Spring Transit Center/Metro Station only a 5-
to-10-minute slow or moderate walk from all parts of the Silver Spring

CBD.  There will be a Purple Line station at the Silver Spring Transit



Center, and there will no point in any yet undeveloped portion of the
CBD that is more than a 5-to-10-minute walk from the Silver Spring
Transit

Center.  The planned Fenton Street/Library station is only a 4-block, 6-
minute walk to the Silver Spring Transit Center.  Moreover, the
downtown will not be an attractive place for shoppers and visitors if the
streets

become more clogged due to an extremely slow moving train across
major streets.

The surface route that MTA has proposed on Wayne Avenue will bisect
the community and will run on what will be the only essentially
residential road in the entire 16 miles of the project.

A surface route on Wayne Avenue will result in widening of nearly two-
thirds of the just more than one mile of Wayne on which the Purple Line
will run from Fenton Street to the other side of Sligo Creek Parkway.
The land for the widening will come mainly from homeowners' front
yards both within and outside of the right of way.  This widening,
primarily for long

left turn lanes at signaled intersections on Wayne, will increase the traffic
capacity on Wayne and the traffic volume will grow to fill it. There will be
more cars on Wayne with a surface Purple Line on Wayne than

without it.  Previously, the County had approved plans to effectively
narrow Wayne Avenue by replacing a lane with what was to be the
Green Trail bike path.

The surface route will result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue
entrance to the large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle
School and Sligo Creek Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted
onto

Dale Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.

Traffic congestion will worsen with the interaction of the Purple Line with
traffic to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot and the
Wayne Avenue Garage.

There is no demonstrated need for a station at Dale Drive.  MTA's
projected daily station boardings figure for a station at Dale defies field
observation and common sense and is more than the number of homes,
almost all of which are single-family, within half a mile of Dale.  The
County's data shows that there are only 4 boardings in the morning peak
hour for the Ride On #15 bus at Dale (and very few at nearby stops) and
145 at the Sligo Creek stop alone, where most the boardings are from
high-density residential dwellings that are nearer to the next planned
Purple Line station to the east (Manchester Place) than to the Dale Drive
station.  Moreover, recently released data from MTA suggests that with
tunneling and no station at Dale, ridership for the entire Purple actually
increases significantly.  In addition, there will be greatly increased noise
in the community as a result of the braking of trains, amplified
announcements, and clanging of bells or beeping as trains near the
station.

MTA's traffic analysis is flawed in a number of major ways.  Not the least
of these, the analysis is based in part on an assumption that cars can
travel at 45 miles per hour on Wayne, although the speed limit on
Wayne is 30 mph, and at various times near schools, 25 mph.



Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Sincerely,

Stephen Bergman
701 Bonifant Street
Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #2944 DETAIL
First Name : Nathaniel
Last Name : Berman
Business Name :
Address : 1111 Army Navy Drive, Apt. 1014
City : Arlington
State : VA
Zip Code : 22202
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Berman_Nathaniel.pdf (91 kb)





 - RECORD #2476 DETAIL
First Name : Tomas
Last Name : Bermudez
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TOMASBER.DC@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Our whole family uses the trail every single day to get on with our daily
activities. It would be unacceptable to have such a beautiful thing ruined
by not giving the appropriate consideration to other viable a convenient
alternatives for the Purple Line. Construction of a lightrail as proposed
will eliminate the trail as we know it, destroy thousand of tree's and a
viable  habitat for different species of birds.  Come and see for yourself
how difficult this would be for all users and neighbors. This is a flawed
proposition given the other available alternatives. Yes, to mass transit,
no to the destruction of the trail!!! Take a closer look at the costs and the
alternatives.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10'  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2602 DETAIL
First Name : Warren
Last Name : Bernard
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : WEBERNARD@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : This e-mail is to protest the use of taxpayer dollars for yet another

boondoggle of no clear benefit, either financially or from a practical
standpoint.

From a financial standpoint, this will cost lots more than the $1.5 billion
or so that people claim. These types projects always cost more for
various reasons, so any economic model based such assumptions will
be proven wrong.

But even more important is the ongoing operational cost of such a
system. The assumption models have been "juiced" to show a
preference of additional riders for the light rail over the bus route, even
though full trips between New Carrolton and Bethesda show the same
elapsed time in the models. The models were once again 'juiced' to
show an operational income gain for the light rail by 'juicing' the ridership
from 47,000 people per day to 68,000, when indeed there is no factual
basis for such an assumption about increased ridership.

Once its shown that the ridership figures are not met, which always
happens in such projects, this light rail system to benefit maybe 50,000
people will become an operational drain on the State of Maryland's
budget. Will will then have to continually fund operational shortfalls,
instead of such things as police, fire and teacher salaries, a ridiculous
choice to have to make. I, for one, would much rather have more police,
firemen and teachers than to have to subsidize a boondoggle project like
this long term.

In addition, there will be a significant operational cost in the disrupted
traffic flows of major arteries such as Connecticut Ave. This will force
motorists to spend more money on fuel as they wait to see the light rail
pass in front of them. Not very ecological, and not very logical.

Why not just buy 50,000 Prius at $20,000 a piece and give them away?
Its the same amount of money, reduced gas emissions, no ongoing
operational cost and leaves the Crescent Trail intact.

Do not waste my tax dollars on this project. It benefits too few people,
costs too much in capital and will be a permanent drain on the operating
dollars of the State of Maryland.



 - RECORD #2555 DETAIL
First Name : Jason
Last Name : Bernhardt-Lanier
Business Name :
Address : 8116 Chester Street
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : JASON.BERNHARDTLANIER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : We need a light rail - NOT other forms of transit.

I support investing in the future.

MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #3146 DETAIL
First Name : Jason
Last Name : Bernhardt-Lanier
Business Name :
Address : 8116 Chester Street
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : jason.bernhardtlanier@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Bernhardt-Lanier 35683.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #2588 DETAIL
First Name : Carl J.
Last Name : Berninger
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CBERNINGER@MINDSPRING.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.



 - RECORD #1545 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Berns and family
Business Name :
Address : 4918 Brookeway Dr
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BRIANBERNS@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : My family lives in Bethesda and we use the CCT nearly every day, by

bike and on foot. I use it to bike to business meetings. My wife uses it to
walk with her elderly father. The trail connects us to DC and Silver
Spring in a way that cannot be achieved by automobile or train. We are
not opposed to the Purple Line, but we feel strongly that it must not
destroy the fundamental character of the existing CCT. Please preserve
the CCT! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Brian Berns and family

4918 Brookeway Dr., Bethesda



 - RECORD #3060 DETAIL
First Name : Catharina
Last Name : Bernstein
Business Name :
Address : 3533 Hamlet Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Bernstein 35013.pdf (116 kb)











 - RECORD #2907 DETAIL
First Name : Karen E.
Last Name : Bescher
Business Name :
Address : 2400 Clarendon Blvd., #1012
City : Arlington
State : VA
Zip Code : 22201
Email Address : KBESCHER1@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I have ridden this trail many times and cannot begin to quantify the value
of this beautiful trail - for exercise, for getting outside during my mostly
urban-inside days, and for the aesthetics of nature.  If we lose it - it's
gone forever.  PLEASE RIDE IT WITH YOUR CHILDREN JUST ONCE!
... just once explore its beauty ... I ask you, please, don't let this land go!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #585 DETAIL
First Name : Martha F.
Last Name : Beshers
Business Name :
Address : 3535 Chevy Chase Lake
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : IRVANDMARTHA@COMCAST.NET]



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  We can put transit
in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,  tree-lined,
natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing in two directions every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil
"Trail" experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity
that adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all
of the many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.



3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and



in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc.  from where
light rail trains would pass;   It is simply inexcusable to have no analysis
of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Martha F. Beshers

3535 Chevy Chase Lake Drive, Apt. 311

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2880 DETAIL
First Name : Martha
Last Name : Beshers
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : IRVANDMARTHA@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #534 DETAIL
First Name : Frank
Last Name : Bevacqua
Business Name :
Address : 11601 Bucknell Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : BEVACQUAF@WASHINGTON.IJC.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Ms. Ratcliff:

I am writing to express my support for the Light Rail Transit, Medium and
High Investment Alternatives identified in the AA/DEIS for the Purple
Line.

While more costly than the Bus Rapid Transit Alternatives, the Light Rail
Transit Alternatives will provide greater benefits to Maryland residents
for years to come. It is a worthwhile investment in our future.

Thank you for your consideration,

Frank Bevacqua

11601 Bucknell Drive

Silver Spring, MD 20902



 - RECORD #2997 DETAIL
First Name : Jennifer
Last Name : Beveridge
Business Name :
Address : 4724 Branchville Road
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support this vision of a Purple Line:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park & New
Carrollton Metro Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long Branch,
Langley Park, University of MD, Riverdale Park & other communities;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda & Silver Spring, and pedestrian upgrades elsewhere in Prince
George's and Montgomery Counties;

4. A community and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding speedy
implementation of the project.

Attachments : Beveridge, Jennifer_Atkinson, Charlotte.pdf (66 kb)





 - RECORD #2669 DETAIL
First Name : Ajay
Last Name : Bhatt
Business Name :
Address : 3313 W Coquelin Terrace
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ABHATT@SOUTHEASTERNCONSTRUCTION.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

We are at a critical moment in the history of our area.  A mass transit
commuter line is proposed in what is now the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring.

This section of trail is a local, if not national treasure.  It is an area with
mature trees and abundant wildlife amidst the capital of our country.  It
serves the old and the young.  Bicyclists, walkers and runners.  It forms
a continuous loop of green space from the C&O canal to Rock Creek
Park.  The canopies of tall trees allow us to breathe in fresh air and
quietly exhale in relaxation from our hectic lives.  It is our respite from
the hustle and bustle.

Please do not build the “Purple Line” in this space.

People will come and go, new technologies will flourish, seasons will
pass.  May we forever hear these winds of change whistle and bristle
through the millions of leaves and branches that shelter this slice of
Heaven-On-Earth.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #164 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Bhattacharya
Business Name :
Address : 8722 Colesville Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : akvico@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support a light rail purple line!!

Andrew Bhattacharya
8722 Colesville Road Apt 310
Silver Spring, MD 20910



 - RECORD #1855 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Bhattacharya
Business Name :
Address : 8722 Colesville Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please support the Purple Line, I need it to get to work, I have no car



 - RECORD #264 DETAIL
First Name : Joe
Last Name : Bickley
Business Name :
Address : 4709 Fordham Rd
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : joseph_bickley@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : If the purple line is going to cost 1.8 billion dollars, why don't we buy

90,000 electric cars for $20,000 each from GM and give them to citizens
of PG and Mont Co's.  This will reduce emissions since all these people
will cease to produce CO2 in all their travels.



 - RECORD #2012 DETAIL
First Name : Eleanor Deane
Last Name : Bierbower
Business Name :
Address : 8101 Merrick Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817-3835
Email Address : EBIERBOWER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Most weekends you would find my family on the Capital Crescent Trail
biking from on end to another.  My husband often runs along the trail
from just beyond Chevy Chase to Bethesda.  It is a treasure and
something that makes Montgomery County unique in its dedication to a
wonderful environment in an urban setting.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed
by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with
small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes
in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1681 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. William
Last Name : Bimson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MILITARYDOC@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Subject: Purple Line AA/DEIS

Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews and Ms.
Ratcliff:
Last week the Montgomery County Planning Department staff added to
the growing list of endorsers of the medium Light Rail option using the
Master Plan alignment and I am writing to express my support for many
of the conclusions of the staff. We specifically support the following
conclusions of the planning staff:
• Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and Silver
Spring;
• Complete the hiker-biker trail as part of the project, including through
the Air Rights Tunnel in Bethesda and into the Transit Center in Silver
Spring;
• Include a stop serving Downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton Village
area integrated with the new Silver Spring library.
• We also support the expedited construction of the Bethesda South
Entrance as a priority infrastructure project.
We hope you will join us in encouraging Governor O'Malley to move the
Light Rail Purple Line into construction on the swiftest possible timeline.
Sincerely,

Dr William Bimson



 - RECORD #1934 DETAIL
First Name : Sherry
Last Name : Bindeman
Business Name :
Address : 4715 Essex Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KAHNS5@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent Trail is a treasure in our community.  My family,
friends, and I use it frequently for recreation, exercise, a feeling that
we're far away from the urban life we normally lead.  The natural
environment in this area is something that makes the area
extraordinarily beautiful and desirable. But this natural bounty is
increasingly threatened by what is becoming over-development.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1754 DETAIL
First Name : Wendy
Last Name : Binder
Business Name :
Address : 600 Dartmouth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : AFFLO@UMD.EDU



Submission Content/Notes : >My name is Wendy BInder.  I am a resident of Silver Spring and have
lived at
>600 Dartmouth Avenue since 1990.  I am submitting these written
comments
>to be included in the complete record
>for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.  I would like to begin
by
>letting you know that I am in agreement with the detailed written
comments
>submitted by Seven Oaks
>- Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.
>
>Although I have a "No Train On Wayne" sign prominently displayed in
my
front
>lawn, I want to let you know that the operative word on that sign for me
is
"on."
>I support public transit in general and the Purple Line specifically.  I am
against
>a train ON Wayne but would strongly support a train UNDER Wayne.  It
is my
>understanding that existing data supports the feasibility of a system
that
>tunnels under downtown Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne
Avenue from
>Cedar Street to Mansfield Road.  Furthermore, I understand that not
only
would
>such an approach be cost effective enough to qualify for federal
funding, it
>would likely improve ridership and decrease travel time.
>
>The tunnel UNDER Wayne approach would improve the efficiency of
the entire
>line while maintaining the beauty and tranquility of downtown Silver
Spring
and
>nearby communities.
>
>The following are a list of my concerns about what would happen in my
>neighborhood should there be a train above ground on Wayne Avenue
in
>downtown Silver Spring:
>
>My quiet little street is currently a popular detour for fast moving cars
who
>want to avoid the traffic on Wayne.  I fear that an above ground Purple
Line on
>Wayne will make streets like mine much more popular for people who
want to
>avoid what will be a much more complex traffic pattern. It has been my
>experience that when Wayne is closed temporarily for local events, the
traffic
>on Dartmouth Street is bumper to bumper.  Current "cut through"
streets will
>become major thoroughfares for people trying to escape brutal new
traffic
>patterns.  Not only will this be annoying, it will be dangerous for the
many
>small children that live and play in my neighborhood.
>



>Long trains (180 feet long, or more than half a football field in length!)
>crossing Georgia Avenue, entering the intersection of Wayne and
Fenton
>diagonally as a fifth stream of traffic, and passing the entrance to the
Whole
>Foods shopping center parking lot - on the average of every three
minutes
>from one direction or the other during three-hour peak periods and at
speeds
>of no more than 5 to 15 miles per hour - will create even worse traffic
>conditions in downtown Silver Spring than exist today and threaten the
vitality
>of the recently revived downtown.
>
>Neither a surface route through downtown Silver Spring nor a station at
Fenton
>Street at the new Silver Spring Library is necessary for development
downtown.
>Substantial and highly successful development so far
>in most sectors of the downtown over the last eight years has been
very
>successful with the Silver Spring Transit Center/Metro Station only a 5-
to-
10-
>minute slow or moderate walk from all parts of the Silver Spring
>CBD.  There will be a Purple Line station at the Silver Spring Transit
Center,
and
>there will no point in any yet undeveloped portion of the CBD that is
more
than
>a 5-to-10-minute walk from the Silver Spring Transit
>Center.  The planned Fenton Street/Library station is only a 4-block, 6-
minute
>walk to the Silver Spring Transit Center.  Moreover, the downtown will
not be
>an attractive place for shoppers and visitors if the streets
>become more clogged due to an extremely slow moving train across
major
>streets.
>
>The surface route that MTA has proposed on Wayne Avenue will bisect
the
>community and will run on what will be the only essentially residential
road in
>the entire 16 miles of the project.
>
>A surface route on Wayne Avenue will result in widening of nearly two-
thirds
of
>the just more than one mile of Wayne on which the Purple Line will run
from
>Fenton Street to the other side of Sligo Creek Parkway.  The land for
the
>widening will come mainly from homeowners' front yards both within
and
>outside of the right of way.  This widening, primarily for long left turn
lanes
at
>signaled intersections on Wayne, will increase the traffic capacity on
Wayne
and



>the traffic volume will grow to fill it. There will be more cars on Wayne
with a
>surface Purple Line on Wayne than without it.  Previously, the County
had
>approved plans to effectively narrow Wayne Avenue by replacing a
lane with
>what was to be the Green Trail bike path.  I hope you can imagine the
>disappointment and incredulity of having a long-term plan for a bicycle
path
>(which would do much for the neighborhood in terms of reducing
pollution)
>replaced by a train.
>
>The surface route will result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue
entrance to
the
>large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle School and Sligo
Creek
>Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted onto
>Dale Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.
>
>Traffic congestion will worsen with the interaction of the Purple Line
with
traffic
>to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot and the
Wayne
>Avenue Garage.
>
>There is no demonstrated need for a station at Dale Drive.  MTA's
projected
>daily station boardings figure for a station at Dale defies field
observation
and
>common sense and is more than the number of homes, almost all of
which
are
>single-family, within half a mile of Dale.  The County's data shows that
there
>are only 4 boardings in the morning peak hour for the Ride On #15 bus
at
Dale
>(and very few at nearby stops) and 145 at the Sligo Creek stop alone,
where
>most the boardings are from high-density residential dwellings that are
nearer
>to the next planned Purple Line station to the east (Manchester Place)
than to
>the Dale Drive station.  Moreover, recently released data from MTA
suggests
>that with tunneling and no station at Dale, ridership for the entire Purple
>actually increases significantly.  In addition, there will be greatly
increased
>noise in the community as a result of the braking of trains, amplified
>announcements, and clanging of bells or beeping as trains near the
station.
>
>MTA's traffic analysis is flawed in a number of major ways.  Not the
least of
>these, the analysis is based in part on an assumption that cars can
travel at
45
>miles per hour on Wayne, although the speed limit on Wayne is 30



mph, and
at
>various times near schools, 25 mph.
>
>Thank you for your consideration of my comments.



 - RECORD #91 DETAIL
First Name : Sheila
Last Name : Bingham
Business Name :
Address : 3601 NE 140th Terrace Court
City : Edmond
State : OK
Zip Code : 73013
Email Address : samf@cox.net
Submission Content/Notes : Where can I find the street names that the Purple Line will be running

along?



 - RECORD #372 DETAIL
First Name : Jeremy
Last Name : Birch
Business Name :
Address : 805 Malta Lane
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : JBIRCH28@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Jeremy Birch
805 Malta Lane
Silver Spring, MD 20901

301-213-5019



 - RECORD #979 DETAIL
First Name : Jesse M.
Last Name : Birndorf
Business Name :
Address : 2906 Aquarius Avenue
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address : JBIRNDORF@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I live by the Glenmont metro and would greatly benefit from the purple

line.

Thank you,

Jesse M. Birndorf
2906 Aquarius Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20906
C: 301-325-8825



 - RECORD #1969 DETAIL
First Name : Valerie
Last Name : Birsun Bramson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : 555BIRSUN@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley

As a concerned citizen, I am a resident, a taxpayer and most
importantly, nature lover and protector of my community, by bringing a
metro line to Georgetown Trail, will violate our right to enjoy the benefits
the trail offers to us, to our children, as well as to public who use the trail
to simply commute.  We use the trail for biking, my son and our
neighbors and their children; we like walking on this path while others
run;  it is the only piece of serene, calm green piece of land that is left in
Bethesda.  How much more can we build to destroy quality of our daily
lives?  The Rail would add congestion to our city that is presently,
unbearable.  It will heighten unwanted activity in our communities and
will bring unnecessary crime to nearby businesses.  We cannot over
extend our county services for projects’ that will disrupt communities and
interfere with our daily lives.    Most of us use the trail to de-stress, to
enjoy the nature, to exercise and to spend time with family and friends.
Pleas STOP this non sense. STOP destroying what belongs to public.



 - RECORD #751 DETAIL
First Name : Agaba
Last Name : Bisengo
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : AGABABISENGO@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Madam or Sir,

We need a light rail: now I can actually take classes at University of
Maryland with very easy access in transportation.

Sincerely,

Agaba Bisengo: residence in Silver Spring, MD.



 - RECORD #818 DETAIL
First Name : Dan
Last Name : Bisers
Business Name :
Address : University of Maryland
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20742
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am a student at UMCP. I urge you to choose the high investment light

rail option. Light rail will provide a real alternative to driving and improve
the communities in which it stops. It is a real investment in our future.



 - RECORD #2026 DETAIL
First Name : Eli
Last Name : Bishop
Business Name :
Address : 1409 3rd Street SW
City : Roanoke
State : VA
Zip Code : 24016
Email Address : BISHOP.ELI@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

In August my girlfriend and I rode on this trail for the first time.  We
couldn't believe such an awesome trail existed and that so many people
were benefiting on that day from the exercise and family time.  In our
city, we are just getting a greenway, and they aren't even connected
together yet to form the length of the Capitol Crescent.  I can't wait to
come to DC again to ride this trail, yet it may not even exist by the time I
get back there?  This is a grave mistake.  Tens of thousands of people
use this trail a week, and there are MANY other options for building a rail
line that will not disturb this sacred space.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2614 DETAIL
First Name : Ann W.
Last Name : Bittman
Business Name :
Address : 8101 Kerry Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ABITTMAN@HDMANET.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:

I am a resident of Chevy Chase, Maryland, and I vigorously oppose the
Purple Line.  I am not affiliated with any developer, and I am not a
member of any club affected by the Purple Line.  My only interest is as a
resident of Chevy Chase, who has two small children whose family uses
the Capital Crescent Trail regularly.  If the Purple Line is allowed to
proceed, it will completely destroy one of the few public treasures in that
area of Montgomery County -- the Capital Crescent Trail.  We regularly
ride bikes, walk and run along the trail, often stopping to show our
children the natural beauty and eco-system surrounding the trail.  Please
don't destroy this wonderful resource; we have so little left.

I also regularly use Connecticut Avenue and East-West highway and am
very familiar with the traffic thereon.  I believe that the benefits of the
Purple Line are substantially outweighed by the costs -- financial costs
as well as the heavy cost to the environment and our enjoyment of our
natural environment.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2611 DETAIL
First Name : Robert J.
Last Name : Bittman
Business Name :
Address : 8101 Kerry Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BBITTMAN@WASHDC.WHITECASE.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:

I am a resident of Chevy Chase, Maryland, and I vigorously oppose the
Purple Line.  I am not affiliated with any developer, and I am not a
member of any club affected by the Purple Line.  My only interest is as a
resident of Chevy Chase, who has two small children whose family uses
the Capital Crescent Trail regularly.  If the Purple Line is allowed to
proceed, it will completely destroy one of the few public treasures in that
area of Montgomery County -- the Capital Crescent Trail.  We regularly
ride bikes and hike along the trail, often stopping to show our children
the natural beauty and eco-system surrounding the trail.  Please don't
destroy this wonderful resource; we have so little left.

I also regularly use East-West highway and am very familiar with the
traffic thereon.  I believe that the benefits of the Purple Line are
substantially outweighed by the costs -- financial costs as well as the
heavy cost to the environment and our enjoyment of our natural
environment.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2377 DETAIL
First Name : Gina and Erix
Last Name : Bjornlund
Business Name :
Address : 8017 Aberdeen Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : GBJORNLUND@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to ask that you please use your position to make sure that

the purple line is not built on/near the Capital Crescent Trail.  As a
lifelong resident of Montgomery County and a use of the trail for walking,
running, biking and commuting.  I use the trail at all hours of the day and
all of the four seasons.  I am always pleased at how many people are
also enjoying it.  In the early morning hours I can ride with commuters
and early exercisers.  Later in the day plenty of runners and walkers as
well as kids commuting to and from school fill the trail.  All three of my
children learned how to ride a bike on the trail and now routinely ride
from Bethesda to Georgetown and more on the trail.  And we can not
forget the dog walkers who use the trail day and night.  I am struck by
the incredible range of age, race and fitness that the trail users are.
There is something for everyone on the trail!

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. One of the great things about the
trail now is the peace that envelopes you when you use it.  As a runner I
also find it one of the few places I can use in the heat of the summer
because of the wonderful old trees that moderate any hot muggy day!

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail so that we, and generations to
come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the
growth and development that takes place around us. This is a real
Washington treasure and must be preserved!

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1170 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. Thomas
Last Name : Black
Business Name :
Address : 5814 Johnson Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I'm Thomas Black. I'd like to start a transit organization in the State of

Maryland (inaudible) purple line. I think it's very important that we get the
purple line going primarily for the sake of the environment.

It seems that most companies around here want to use buses and
(inaudible) carcinogenic (inaudible) and this is not good.

With respect to the purple line, it will serve as many people trying to go
from Prince George's County to Montgomery County in a fast and
efficient manner.

The bus rapid transit would not serve this purpose primarily because of
the toxic exhaust that would be given off and also because it would be
(inaudible).

No matter how many lanes you separate for a bus, rapid transit is still
bus transit. You could merely separate lanes out for (inaudible) bus lines
and save money in terms of doing, wasting money on something that's
already there.

So with regard to the purple line, I think it's important that not only do we
get this one line going, but also other trolley lines going in both
Montgomery and Prince George's County.

This is what I hope will happen. I offer my services in terms of operating
the company. I have already talked to the Director of, John Procari
concerning this matter, and he may be in touch with me.

My email address is iahwehireh@aol.com, telephone number is 301-
564-0347. My name is Thomas Black. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1755 DETAIL
First Name : Martha
Last Name : Blair Fitzgerald
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : FITZFAM1@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to request that you vote AGAINST the Purple Line DEIS.  I
have been running on this trail for the past 15 years with a group of 10
women.  We are out there every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday at
6am every single week.  This trail is one of the things that makes this
area great.   Bethesda was recently featured in December 2008 issue of
SELF MAGAZINE as "Best Overall" in the COUNTRY as The Healthiest
City.  The Capital Crescent Trail was specifically sited as the top feature
of Bethesda.  Why do you want to destroy it????

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #815 DETAIL
First Name : Crystal
Last Name : Blair
Business Name :
Address : 5209 Stoney Meadows Drive
City : Forestville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20747
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I oppose the process more so than the purple line itself. This process

seems to be driven more by Montgomery than Prince Georges and that
really concerns me. We need more input from PG period!

Attachments : 4.pdf (884 kb)





 - RECORD #1583 DETAIL
First Name : catherine
Last Name : blais
Business Name :
Address : 8 East Granville Dr.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : catic@starpower.net
Submission Content/Notes : It has never made sense to me that I could not easily get from Silver

Spring to Bethesda without either a bus and looong Metro ride or two
busses.
I strongly support the affordable and convenient commute that the
Purple Line will offer to so many riders who need to travel in either
direction.
I also strongly support the decrease in traffic on the Beltway that this will
bring.



 - RECORD #832 DETAIL
First Name : Nathan
Last Name : Blake
Business Name :
Address : 7317 Takoma Ave.
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I live in Takoma Park and I support building an at-grade light rail Purple

Line, on its own right-of-way for most of the route, and completing the
Capital Crescent trail alongside the route between Bethesda and Silver
Spring.  This is the best long-term solution and investment on the table.
Bus Rapid Transport will not be sufficient for our needs in the future.



 - RECORD #2003 DETAIL
First Name : Lawrence
Last Name : Blank
Business Name :
Address : 5420 Beech Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : LWBLANK@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region. THE TRAIL IS
ALSO A GREEN COMMUTER ROUTE.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #292 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Blank
Business Name : University of Maryland
Address : 1B Plateau Place
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : pb@umd.edu
Submission Content/Notes : I'm writing to strongly support the purple line. I believe it should be the

high investment light rail option. As a graduate student at the University
of Maryland, the purple line LRT will allow students, faculty, and staff to
get to and from the University faster and connect the University better to
the greater Washington area. As a resident of Greenbelt MD, I believe it
would link Greenbelt and College Park to areas such as Bethesda and
Silver Spring in a way that is currently too slow by bus. The purple line
will be an outstanding example of our intentions to expand mass transit
opportunities, not encourage more driving. The purple line will take
people off of the roads, relieving traffic congestion and burning less
fossil fuels. Please, lets started building the Purple Line High investment
LRT NOW!



 - RECORD #3095 DETAIL
First Name : Paula K.
Last Name : Blasey
Business Name :
Address : 17 Masters Court
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : gammyp@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Blasey 35420.pdf (76 kb)







 - RECORD #2256 DETAIL
First Name : Paula
Last Name : Blasey
Business Name :
Address : 17 Masters Court
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : GAMMYP@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Please save the Crescent Trail.  Our family has used the trail for years

and we have enjoyed walking, biking and finding serenity.  What a
shame to
destroy a green area that so many people use!!!!



 - RECORD #683 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas M.
Last Name : Blasey
Business Name :
Address :
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TOM.BLASEY@ITT.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Subject Line:  Comment on Purple Line DEIS - No Transit on the Trail

Dear Governor  O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am a lifelong resident of lower Montgomery County, and a regular
visitor to the Capital Crescent Trail.  I am outraged by the thought of
trains or buses along this local treasure.  Implementing a train or bus line
along the Trail can be accomplished only by destroying everything that is
valuable about the Trail.   A USEFFUL TRAIL CANNOT COEXIST WITH
A LIGHT RAIL LINE OR BUS ROUTE along the Trail.  It simply will not
be pleasant or attractive (and may be unsafe) for anyone to
walk/jog/bike with babies, dogs, or friends next to a train line or through
frequent clouds of bus exhaust.

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to
trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural green
space for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Thomas M. Blasey

Potomac, MD



 - RECORD #2449 DETAIL
First Name : Kaki
Last Name : Blevins
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KAKI.BLEVINS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Blevins_Kaki.pdf (26 kb)
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Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace 

Dear Governor O’Malley, 
MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
County Executive Leggett, 
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,

I am a Bethesda resident whose building, the Riviera of Chevy Chase, lies directly alongside the Crescent Trail. I enjoy using ht
for recreation during the week and on weekends for walking and bike riding. I am continually amazed at the wealth of wildlife t
lives in such close proximity to our neo-urban community of downtown Bethesda. Spending time on the trail fills me with a gre
sense of appreciation for the green spaces that make the Washington DC area such a beautiful area in which to live and work. 

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail be
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small chi
casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the r

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the 
would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would b
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It wou
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreatio
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else. 

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s 
“Central Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and 
development that takes place around us. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Catherine W. Blevins

4242 East West Hwy

Apt 413

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #911 DETAIL
First Name : Keith
Last Name : Blizzard
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KEITH.BLIZZARD@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

There has to be a more sensible solution to the Purple Line.   Trails as
“greenways” are such a precise resource and its current use as a hiking-
biking trail is invaluable and can never be replaced.  This trail was
developed a 100 years ago as a rail line and would be impossible be
replicated in today’s world.

Let’s not use this greenway for yet another vehicle pathway.  We have
plenty of those throughout our congested area.  Instead, let’s employ
Bus lanes and Smart-lights on the current roadways, keeping the buses
on the roads and leave this community asset in its current state.

My family and I use the trail every week with more than 10,000 hikers
and bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed
by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with
small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes
in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Keith Blizzard

Chevy Chase, Maryland



 - RECORD #746 DETAIL
First Name : Aaron
Last Name : Bloom
Business Name :
Address : 8322 Draper Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I believe the expansion of mass transit in the Silver Spring area is crucial

to the proper management of automobile congestion.  PLEASE BUILD
THE PURPLE LINE.



 - RECORD #3228 DETAIL
First Name : Jason
Last Name : Blum
Business Name :
Address : 2517 Holman Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : jason_blum@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : The Columbia County Club must return the land it stole to the people.

Golf courses are toxic to the environment to begin with.  No more cars.
The time for public transportation is NOW!  I demand the Purple Line
and I vote.



 - RECORD #77 DETAIL
First Name : Rick
Last Name : Blum
Business Name :
Address : 8810 Maywood Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : rickblum@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Please add me to updates on the Purple Line.



 - RECORD #3350 DETAIL
First Name : Rick
Last Name : Blum
Business Name :
Address : 8810 Maywood Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : rickblum@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I live near the Talbot Ave bridge overpass and am interested in the

design of the new pedestrian crossing in that area and general design
for our the Purple Line through our Rosemary Hills/Lyttonsville
neighborhoods.



 - RECORD #2684 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Blumenstock
Business Name :
Address : 416 Ridge Road, Apt 1
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : XALF@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #592 DETAIL
First Name : Barry
Last Name : Boden
Business Name :
Address :
City : Montgomery County
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BBODEN@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  We can put transit
in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful, tree-lined,
natural recreational green space anywhere else.  Our family lives 3
blocks from the trail and we find it an extremely precious property of
undeveloped land in the Chevy Chase area.  We frequently use the trail
for biking, walking, and jogging.  It would be a tragedy to remove this last
bit of nature from the rapidly developing hub city of Bethesda.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane, about 10' from trains passing
every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail" experience.  It
would be tragic to destroy this wonderful amenity that adds so much
value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the many
communities that benefit from it.

I believe that a better means of transportation is to have the trail go
underground as a subway from Silver Spring to downtown Bethesda.
Another alternative is to run the light rail to the NIH/Naval Hospital site to
decompress traffic at this busy commerce center.

Thank you,

Barry Boden

Montgomery County resident



 - RECORD #1421 DETAIL
First Name : R.
Last Name : Bogut
Business Name :
Address : 4813 Cumberland Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Bogut.Robert.pdf (27 kb)





 - RECORD #2403 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Bokern
Business Name :
Address : 4715 Jamestown Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : SUSANBOKERN@EARTHLINK.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS

To: MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
I live near the Capital Crescent Trail and walk it frequently. I would hate
to see it destroyed. It gives me and my family great pleasure. It is one of
the reasons why we live in Bethesda, MD. In a city (the D.C. Metro Area)
that is gaining population with buildings going up everywhere, the Trail is
one of the sanctuaries in which to escape busy city life, and it makes
living here much more enjoyable - and, frankly, more civilized. All the
great cities in the U.S. and around the world have parks and trails for its
populace to enjoy. They are key to living in a civilized environment.

I couldn't imagine me walking, or brining children or pets, on the Trial if a
train is going to pass by every few minutes, only feet away from walkers,
bikers, roller skaters passing each other. The result would be a very
dangerous situation.

While I understand the need to create a better and more energy efficient
means of transporting people around the Metro Area, there are other
locations, such as along the existing Beltway, and underground areas to
consider. I used to live on Connecticut Avenue in D.C. and watched the
Metro system being built underground. That caused minimal disruption
to the thousands of people who lived on the Avenue and the
underground system works well.

To use the Crescent Trail for purposes of an above ground Metro Train
line would be a travesty.
Sincerely,
Susan Bokern
4715 Jamestown Road
Bethesda, MD 20816

Copies:
Congressman Chris Van Hollen
Governor Martin O'Malley
County Executive Leggett
Chairman Hanson
Council President Andrews
County Councilmember Roger Berliner
County Councilmember Marc Elrich
County Councilmember Nancy Floreen



 - RECORD #320 DETAIL
First Name : Leanne
Last Name : Boland
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LAMB4115@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I live at 4115 Leland Street and am a resident of The Town of Chevy

Chase. I am opposed to the construction of the purple line.  I love the
trail and do not want a rapid transit system placed anywhere near it.
I prefer the idea of expanded bus service and the dedication of a new
travel lane on East West Highway.  Such a system should be tried
before
wasting time on further discussion of a purple line.

Thank you,
Leanne Boland



 - RECORD #2165 DETAIL
First Name : Leanne
Last Name : Boland
Business Name :
Address : 4115 Leland Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. L. Boland.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #1822 DETAIL
First Name : Hilary
Last Name : Bombard
Business Name :
Address : 8804 Chalon Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : GOGIRL7688@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern,

I oppose running the Purple Line along the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring. Save the Trail and the surrounding trees as a natural
tranquil greenspace. Please construct the Purple Line either tunneled
underground or in another location.The Purple Line Light Rail is a BAD
idea. Please stop this now. It is a bad idea in a bad economy. Surely we
can make better decisions than this with taxpayer dollars!

If a Purple Line Light Rail is built, our Trail will be closed for three years,
and  when it re-opens , there will be no trees, about a 10' separation
between the trains and the Trail, and there may be no Tunnel access for
the Trail (or the Trail will be routed above the trains!)  And trains will be
parked next to Gifford's Ice Cream and the Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance.

Development around any light rail project would create a "Trojan horse"
for dense commercial zones that would destroy the community on the
trail and the trail itself. Why would you want to destroy this community
resource?

Overbearing commercial spaces and a loss of the trail as a community
resource are inevitable if Chevy Chase Lake gets light rail. That loss is
hard to measure in dollars, but it is unquestionably a "priceless"
resource. Sacrificing it is a bad idea. This is precious green space.
When we lose it, it is gone forever.  How can you possibly think about
bulldozing it? This plan is wrong.

Public sector financing for light rail from fares would not be enough to
pay for the possible cost of the project, estimated as high as $1.6 billion.
One hundred million dollars a mile for something we're going to have to
subsidize in perpetuity is simply irresponsible. Especially in this
economy, this is not the time for such a wrong-headed use of public
funds.

Please stop this now.



 - RECORD #1959 DETAIL
First Name : Mike
Last Name : Bombard
Business Name :
Address : 8804 Chalon Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : MIKEMBOMBARD@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

I oppose running the Purple Line along the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring. Save the Trail and the surrounding trees as a natural
tranquil greenspace. Please construct the Purple Line either tunneled
underground or in another location.The Purple Line Light Rail is a BAD
idea. Please stop this now. It is a bad idea in a bad economy. Surely we
can make better decisions than this with taxpayer dollars!

If a Purple Line Light Rail is built, our Trail will be closed for three years,
and  when it re-opens , there will be no trees, about a 10' separation
between the trains and the Trail, and there may be no Tunnel access for
the Trail (or the Trail will be routed above the trains!)  And trains will be
parked next to Gifford's Ice Cream and the Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance.

Development around any light rail project would create a "Trojan horse"
for dense commercial zones that would destroy the community on the
trail and the trail itself. Why would you want to destroy this community
resource?

Overbearing commercial spaces and a loss of the trail as a community
resource are inevitable if Chevy Chase Lake gets light rail. That loss is
hard to measure in dollars, but it is unquestionably a "priceless"
resource. Sacrificing it is a bad idea. This is precious green space.
When we lose it, it is gone forever.  How can you possibly think about
bulldozing it? This plan is wrong.

Public sector financing for light rail from fares would not be enough to
pay for the possible cost of the project, estimated as high as $1.6 billion.
One hundred million dollars a mile for something we're going to have to
subsidize in perpetuity is simply irresponsible. Especially in this
economy, this is not the time for such a wrong-headed use of public
funds.

Please stop this now.



 - RECORD #886 DETAIL
First Name : Marcia
Last Name : Bond
Business Name :
Address : 10607 Glenhaven Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : marciadbond@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing in support of a Purple Line light rail system.  We have too

much concrete and too many cars now, please dont add more!  If you
have used the light rail system in Denver or Cleveland, you will know
what efficient people movers they can be!



 - RECORD #2482 DETAIL
First Name : Duane
Last Name : Boniface
Business Name :
Address : 14012 Shippers Lane
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address : BONIFACE@EARTHLINK.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!
Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

My family and I have often enjoyed the Capital Crescent Trail, be it for
bicycle rides or walks, or for a weekend jog.  Numerous colleagues in
the Bethesda area routinely comment on its use during the work day for
jogging as well.  Perhaps more importantly, the trail provides some
scarce greenspace for use by the entire community, which has
invaluable ecological considerations, which we are all collectively
dependent upon.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

I urge you to consider the opportunity cost of the massive investment in
the proposed Purple line- so many other potential projects, including
investments to expand capacity on existing mass transit capabilities, as
well as investments in maintaining existing infrastructure among many
others.

Finally, I would strongly urge you to revisit estimates of usage of the
proposed Purple Line.  While it is easy for citizens to claim that they
would use such public transportation, estimates built off of these
historically exaggerate usage.  It would be a shame, if not criminal, if
some of our precious remaining green space were destroyed for a transit
benefit that never materialized.  We know for a fact that more than
10,000 people use the Trail each week- is it reasonable to expect that
more people will use the Purple line, which would be the equivalent of
adding halp again to the daily number of riders at an average station.
Please don’t take this as being anti-mass transit- I am and remain an
avid proponent (and user) of mass transit, but I do believe that the
social, energy and environmental efficiencies can be achieved without
destroying the limited greenspace we have.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2788 DETAIL
First Name : Keith
Last Name : Boniface, MD, RDMS
Business Name :
Address : 7901 Kentbury Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : KBONIFACE2004@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am a relatively new resident of suburban maryland, having lived in
NYC and Boston prior to moving to the area in 2001.  For me, the
Capital Crescent Trail has been a sign of the forward thinking of our
past leadership who reclaimed this stretch of land years ago for
greenspace.  Manhattan would not be Manhattan without the expansive
greenspace of Central Park.  Boston also has benefited from the
genius, vision, and passion of Olmstead, with the "Emerald Necklace"
stringing its way through the city and surroundings.  The Capital
Crescent Trail fulfills the same role in the life of our citizens,
providing a site for the people to meet, enjoy recreational
activities, and come a little closer to nature.  You, the current
leadership, have a responsibility to maintain that stewardship of the
greenspaces in our community while evaluating all possible Purple Line
alternatives (including a bus line that would service the new hospital
formed as a result of the BRAC realignment) to the destruction of the
Capital Crescent Trail as we know it.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other
on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central
Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy
this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that
takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2664 DETAIL
First Name : Gioia
Last Name : Bonmartini Brophy
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GIOIABONMARTINI@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern:

I am dismayed that the council and Montgomery County are
contemplating eliminating the crescent bike-walk trail in order to put in
place the purple line.  It seems to me that such a move is shortsighted.
Once a "greenway" is eliminated, it will be GONE.  Futur generations will
not benefit from the lovely and healthy attributes of having the greenway.
The crescent trail needs to be preserved.  Eliminating any portion of the
crescent trail will make our community more disjointed and have one
more reason to isolate itself.  Currently bike commuters use the path
(two of our neighbors) -- we use if for all 5 of our family, plus many many
of our friends do.
Thank you in advance for your careful deliberations.  I hope you will not
eliminate the crescent trail, or any portion of it.



 - RECORD #335 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Bono
Business Name :
Address : 1700 K St., NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20006
Email Address : ML320JUNK@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am in very strong support for the light rail/high investment option of the
proposed Purple Line, because it represents an integrated approach
towards the appropriate incorporation of bike transportation into larger
transportation improvement plans.  I cycle the Capital Crescent Trail
("CCT") almost every day on my commute back and forth to and from
work. So I can see how vital it is to improve the CCT.  Thanks to your
comprehensive and inclusive approach to planning, the Maryland Transit
Administration has the opportunity to make those improvements as part
of the Purple Line light rail/high investment option.  I urge you to take
that opportunity without delay.

That said, there is room for improvement in the current proposal.

1) The Trail Should Be 12 feet, Not 10 Feet  -- I have seen the rapid
growth of use along the CCT, nit just from cyclists, but from runners,
strollers, roller bladers, dog walkers, and families with children as young
as infants.  From my perspective, I can confidently predict that such
enthusiastic use will also extend to the rest of the CCT once
improvements (such as paving) are completed.  A 10 foot wide trail
would force conflicts on these various types of users.  To avoid such
conflicts, the CCT shoud be 12 feet wide, at a minimum.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

In sum, I support the the Purple Line light rail/high investment option and
urge these changes as well.

Thank you for your work in applying a "share the road" philosophy to the
a rail corridor.  I support "Share the Trail."

David Bono
1700 K St., NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006

202-973-7600



 - RECORD #2545 DETAIL
First Name : Robbie
Last Name : Boone
Business Name :
Address : 3028 Porter Street, NW #304
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20008
Email Address : RPBOONEIII@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it's important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3242 DETAIL
First Name : Theodore S.
Last Name : Boone
Business Name :
Address : 7001 West Greenvale Parkway
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : theodoreboone@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam - I have lived with my family in Montgomery County,

MD for almost 10 years. The time for the Purple Line in Light Rail form in
now.  Please move forward on the project with further delay. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1450 DETAIL
First Name : Theodore
Last Name : Boone
Business Name :
Address : 70001 W. Greenbelt Pkwy
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Theodore Boone. B-O-O-N-E. I live with my family at 70001

West Greenbelt Parkway in Chevy Chase, Maryland. My wife Ivette and
my three children Isabel, Alexander and William, ages 10,6 and 3. We
plan to stay in this area for a long time, we like it very much.

I and my family, we very much support the light rail option. Frankly, I
also appreciate your patience and I'm not sure I have too much to add
for the eloquent words that have recently been said. I have lived in
Europe for many years in Budapest, Hungary, it has an extensive Metro
system, an extensive light rail and street car system. Lived there for
about 4 years, it's heavily used, very popular, and what was said, much
more popular than a bus system. Likewise, I've lived in Munich,
Germany, with a light rail system, a street car system, a Metro system,
again, heavily used, very popular.

One of the things in thinking about this that I found fascinating is in a
way, Chevy Chase already had a light rail system. I have a book here
called Chevy Chase, A Home Suburb for the Nation's Capital. And it has
a picture of a street car on the front of it and inside, and when I submit
my written testimony I'll provide you with this because unfortunately I
didn't have time to make a copy, it says chapter four, the infrastructure of
Chevy Chase.

There's a picture of Chevy Chase Circle with a street car on it and
nothing else but grass and I think one house there. And the caption
says, view of Chevy Chase Circle, looking west towards Western
Avenue, first decade of the 20th century. Newlands, one of the key
developers of Chevy Case, succeeding in transforming a cornfield into a
residential community of leafy maturity in a period of less than two
decades. And part of that was clearly the street car that ran from
downtown D.C. To Chevy Chase.

The rail line will connect not only the Metro links but what we have found
in the 10 years that we've lived here in the flourishing of Silver Spring,
the flourishing of Bethesda, in our experience, those two areas together
in a way that would be helpful and beneficial for many in the community.
I thank you very much for your time and I'd also like to thank those that
also came here this evening to provide their remarks. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1052 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Bopf
Business Name :
Address : 5023 Acacia Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : mike.bopf@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would simply like to state my strong preference for the Light Rail option

over the Rapid Bus option. I feel that Light Rail is a much better long-
term solution which will entice many more riders than Rapid Bus and will
provide a much better transit experience. Thank you.



 - RECORD #3084 DETAIL
First Name : Marc
Last Name : Borger
Business Name :
Address : 10774 Brewer House Road
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : marcborger@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Borger 35334.pdf (98 kb)







 - RECORD #7 DETAIL
First Name : Marcy
Last Name : Borneman
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : marcy20046@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Against it.

We have buses that get us to the  location.



 - RECORD #1765 DETAIL
First Name : Christopher J.
Last Name : Bort
Business Name :
Address : 1706 Myrtle Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : CHRISBORT@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I urge you to consider an alternative, such as an underground system or
a rapid bus route, to putting a light rail on the Capital Crescent Trail
between Silver Spring and Bethesda. I depend on this leg of the trail for
my daily bicycle commute from my home in Silver Spring to my office in
Langley, VA and back. Losing the trail would force me and a large and
growing host of area bicycle commuters onto (shudder) Jones Bridge Rd
and other dangerous alternatives.

Those who don't understand the objections of regular trail users like me
ought to come visit the trail on a weekday morning, especially (but not
only) when the weather is nice. Just since last summer, when gas prices
hit their peak, followed by the onset of the economic crisis--and with the
overlay of everyone's more acu te "green" consciousness--bicycle
commuting has greatly increased. And of course bicyclists aren't the only
ones: pedestrian commuters, dog-walkers, students, servicemen from
Walter Reed doing their daily run, all use the trail.

So while the area needs a better way to get to and from Bethesda and
Silver Spring, I would point out that many of us have already found one
in the Capital Crescent Trail, and we would implore you not to put a train
on it. Thank you for your consideration,



 - RECORD #2541 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Borwegen
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BILL.BORWEGEN@SEIU.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : As an avid biker who frequently uses the Capital Crescent Trail, I am

writing to wholeheartedly support the construction of the light rail purple
line along the originally intended alignment along the Capital Crescent
Trail.

Nearly every weekend that I ride my bike on the trail, I am incessantly
harassed by countless NIMBYs in Chevy Chase who set up a table and
stand in the middle of the trail blocking my way and yelling to me about
what a tragedy it would be to build the trolley line next to the trail.   They
then demand that I sign their misguided petition which I refuse.

However as you know, studies have clearly demonstrated that a bike
trail and rail line can safely and easily coexist.

The true tragedy would be for our governmental and political leaders to
be cowed by the well heeled country club lawyers to the detriment of our
middle and lower income residents in our communities who would most
benefit from this rail line.

While they may have more dollars to fight this needed project, we clearly
have more voting citizens on our side.

On January 14th, please do the right thing for all of us - bikers and
hikers included.  Vote to build the purple line as a rail line along the
original alignment.

Thank you for this consideration.



 - RECORD #261 DETAIL
First Name : Joyce
Last Name : Bosc
Business Name : Joyce Bosc
Address : 806 Dale Drive
City : Silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : jbosc@boscobel.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to receive more information.



 - RECORD #1256 DETAIL
First Name : Joyce
Last Name : Bosc
Business Name :
Address : 8606 Second Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon. My name is Joyce Bosc, J-O-Y-C-E, B-O-S-C. I'm a

business owner in downtown Silver Spring for 30 years. Seventy percent
of my employees telework or take public transportation, as do I. We are
a green business.

First of all, I am pro-change, pro-environment, pro-economic equity and
pro- smart transportation. I'm also a homeowner in Silver Spring for 15
years.

I'm still in the information gathering stage, which is why I'm here today.
From what I've heard and read, I'm in favor of the light rail system, not
buses and not all 16 miles, however, as proposed.

To explain why, I may be addressing an issue that, as Bill Maher would
say, would be politically incorrect. I realize I may be a minority voice, but
there is a 500-pound gorilla in this room.

On Wednesday's public hearing at the University of Maryland, the vast
majority of people came from Prince George's County, many from New
Carrollton of course, they are in favor of the purple line.

My question is the route from College Park to New Carrollton. Let's get
this topic on the table.

On a government website, Wmata.com, they had statistics on the top ten
Maryland Metro stations ranked by crime. The 500- pound gorilla in the
room.

In order, the Metro stops crime rankings are, number one, New
Carrollton. Two, Largo. Three, College Park. Four, Addison Road. Five,
Suitland. Six, Southern Avenue. Seven, Greenbelt. Eight, Shady Grove.
Nine, Branch Avenue. Ten, Silver Spring.

So why would Silver Spring, number ten, want to connect to the number
one Metro station in crime in Maryland?

I would like to see what your study concludes on light rail's impact on not
only the crime rates, but our downtown Silver Spring impact as many
folks have discussed today, our home values, noise pollution, property
taxes and the safety of our children and our elderly. Those folks who
cannot present themselves today at a function like this, at a public
hearing.

Yes, I am in favor of a light rail system from College Park to Bethesda,
but not all 16 miles as currently planned. Thank you for allowing me the
opportunity to speak today and I appreciate all of your time and hard
work.



 - RECORD #1674 DETAIL
First Name : Glen D.
Last Name : Bottoms
Business Name :
Address : 4911 Loosestrife Court
City : Annandale
State : VA
Zip Code : 22003-4048
Email Address : GSBOTTS@COX.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews and Ms.

Ratcliff:

Last week the Montgomery County Planning Department staff joined the
growing list of endorsers supporting the medium Light Rail option using
the Master Plan Alignment.  I am writing to express my strong support
for many of the conclusions of the staff.  I am specifically supporting the
following conclusions of the planning staff:

•       Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and
Silver Spring;
•       Complete the hiker-biker trail as part of the project, including
through the
Air Rights Tunnel in Bethesda and into the Transit Center in Silver
Spring;
•       Include a stop serving Downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton
Village area,
integrated with the new Silver Spring library.
•       We also support the expedited construction of the Bethesda South
Entrance as a priority infrastructure project.

We hope you will join us in encouraging Governor O'Malley to finalize
the particulars of the Light Rail Purple Line project on an expedited
basis, quickly forward an application to the Federal government for
design and construction, while simultaneously pushing for the swiftest
possible timeline for apprioval and funding.  This region desperately
needs just this type of transportation infrastructure project to provide true
mobility for all its citizens.

Sincerely,

Glen D. Bottoms
4911 Loosestrife Court
Annandale, VA  22003-4048



 - RECORD #1599 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

As a student of Montgomery County Public Schools I support the Purple
Line for two major reasons. The Purple Line will make transportation
more convenient and reliable for students traveling to and from school,
work, their friends' homes, and entertainment centers. Also, this
proposition willbe good forthe environment because it will help lessen
the effects of global warming by taking cars off the roads, preserving our
planet for future generations.
Please consider the positive future impacts of the Purple Line when
making this decision.

Sincerely,
Eileen Bottrell
9902 Inglemere Drive



 - RECORD #544 DETAIL
First Name : Timothy
Last Name : Boucher
Business Name :
Address : 8722 Preston Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TIMBOUCHER@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor
Martin O’Malley,
         MTA
Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
         County
Executive Isiah Leggett,

  Chairman Royce Hanson,

  Council President Mike Knapp,

I am a regular (every day, twice a day) user of the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesday and Connecticut Avenue. In summer I use it to bike
to and from work, and in winter I use it to walk and from to the Bethesda
Metro. My wife and I also use it to walk into Bethesda to go to
restaurants and so forth. I am not in opposition to mass transet, as I use
it almost everyday. However, I am in opposition to planing light rail along
one of the very few and last remaining tree-lines greenspaces so close
to town. Walking or biking it provides me with some much needed
excersise and more importantly much needed stress relief at the end of
my day. Don't for one minute think that walking or biking on a narrow,
dangerous, shadeless lane, with trains passing by 10 feet away, every 3
minutes will replace the tranquility I seek  let alone be safe (not to speak
of other people trying to use the trail at the same time).

Once again, I am not opposed to mass transit - I live close by Jones
Bridge Road, and would not be opposed to a rapid bus transit route to
Medical Center - one that makes sense given the expansion of that area,
and is fiscally responsible given the current economic climate.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Timothy Boucher

8722 Preston Place
Chevy Chase, MD
20815
Below are some further points about the DEIS that also need your
consideration please.

 The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allowfor
an objective,
efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects
seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The
adverse environmental and community impacts are severely understated
in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History
in the DEIS



There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light
rail called for a single track light
rail because the corridor is so narrow.  While there is frequent
reference to the right of way being a former transit corridor, there is
no mention that the freight train that previously ran in the corridor, ran
only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a single track, and was
screened
by forest on both sides.
With the Purple Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be
replaced by two tracks and a trail, with no trees, and with trains
passing every three minutes.

2.
Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably,
there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has been
documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and
this number
has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities,
and abilities.
This heavy trail use is especially significant in light of the fact
that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there
is no mention in the DEIS of the need
for greenspace and natural recreational trails in the years to come
with Smart
Growth and increasing urban density.   The
population of the Bethesda
CBD will double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace
and
recreational trails.  The Trail to
Georgetown is already saturated and dangerous -- with accidents
becoming common.

3.  Loss
of Forest
The
DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of
way will be destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is
inexplicably negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the
impact of the loss of these trees to the environment, to trail users,
and to the communities surrounding the Trail.  According to
American
Forests, at least 17 acres of  tree canopy will be destroyed.
These 17 acres of mature trees are some of the last remaining forest in
lower Montgomery County and they are important for sediment control,
clean water, clean air, carbon sequestration, shading the Trail, and
providing a buffer for communities.

4.
Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously
misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and to state



that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not supported
in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be
confined inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in
both
directions every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along
the inside border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently
falling onto the tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the
right of way will require major retaining walls since the terrain in
almost never level and tends to rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.
Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail
users of varying speeds and abilities, small children, elderly,
strollers,
etc., -- going in two directions, passing each other in both directions.  To
be fenced into a narrow bike lane with high

speed bikers passing too, would be
harrowing at best.

6.
Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The
neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North
Chevy
Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be divided by a
transitway.  These neighborhoods share
the same middle school and high school.  Children go back and forth,
and use the Trail to get to Westland
Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School, and the Leland
Community Center, not to mention each others homes.  A transitway in
this location seriously is destructive to community cohesion and is
inexcusable
transportation planning.

7.
Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few
places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring communities.
Currently there are many gates and open access points to the Trail.

8. Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in
dangerous ways,  jumping  fences, etc.Young people will try to climb
fences, for example, to cross directly
to B-CC High School in East Bethesda, Macdonald's on East West
Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town of Chevy Chase.
Currently,
there are many gates, and youth come through these regularly.

In
the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a



transitway, so close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many
of these homes are less
than 30' from where light rail trains would pass; how many are less than
50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have no analysis of the impact
on the property values of  the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion,the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the
Capital Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the
study, it causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the
study which are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership,
time traveled, etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent
Trail/Georgetown Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route
for the Purple Line.  Loss of this significant, irreplaceable
greenspace is unacceptable.  Choosing this  route will meet with
substantial
and growing opposition from Trail users and communities far and wide,
and this dissent will hurt any chances for FTA funding.  I urge
our public officials to
give a fair and more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid
Transit route and any other possible routes that should be studied as
well.

When
the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how
wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor did they
need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should
best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Timothy Boucher

8722 Preston Place
Chevy Chase, MD
20815



 - RECORD #2570 DETAIL
First Name : Sally
Last Name : Boulter
Business Name :
Address : 4914 Flint Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : SALLY_BOULTER@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to urge you to preserve the Capital Crescent trail as a haven

for walkers and bikers.  My family and many others in our neighborhood
use the trail for recreation and exercise.  Commuters from our
neighborhood bike to work.  The trail is one of the DC area's great
assets.  Please be mindful of the more than 10,000 hikers and bikers
who use it each year as you consider the competing needs of our
community.

Thank you,



 - RECORD #1577 DETAIL
First Name : Gerald
Last Name : Bour
Business Name :
Address : 9619 Culver Street
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : geraldbour@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I have followed the discussions and commentary about the Purple Line

for a long time.  It is my opinion that the Purple Line should be built.



 - RECORD #3065 DETAIL
First Name : Mary Beth
Last Name : Bowen
Business Name :
Address : 4312 Albemarle St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Bowen 35263.pdf (87 kb)







 - RECORD #1936 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen and Donna
Last Name : Bower
Business Name :
Address : 8101 Connecticut Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : SPBOWER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As a family that bikes and walks the trail, but supports public transit and

believes the E-W loop of the Red Line needs connecting, we hope a
logical route would take the service to Bethesda Medical Center, an
expanding part of town, and not down the old railway line (which is
green, peaceful, and used by so many for recreation)



 - RECORD #2140 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name : Bower
Business Name :
Address : 8101 Connecticut Avenue, #N702
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. Bower.pdf (842 kb)





 - RECORD #359 DETAIL
First Name : Connie J.
Last Name : Bowers
Business Name :
Address : 13920 Overton Lane
City : Colesville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : CONNIE.BOWERS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Connie J. Bowers
13920 Overton Lane
3rd Floor
Colesville, MD 20904

301-879-6966



 - RECORD #2074 DETAIL
First Name : W. Alexander L.
Last Name : Bowles
Business Name :
Address : 4304 Kentbury Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : SANDMAN21046@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

    My family has been using the Capital Crescent Trail for more than
twenty years. We have been fighting the conversion to a "trolley line" at
least that long. I grew up next to the track and it has been a verdant
pathway for me since 1960 when it was still being used for the very slow
coal trains traveling to the Georgetown Federal Power Plant. It is
inconceivable to me that you can't see the harm that would be done by
destroying this linear park. The need to put in public transportation to the
NIH/Navy Med facilities is so obvious it would lead me to a negative
conclusion regarding your vision, judgment and courage to make any
other decision. And the need for more development in Bethesda is
ridiculous. Just what we need; more empty buildings, more
condominiums with no tenants, more traffic congestion, and an under
used transit system not supported by anything more than taxpayer
dollars. It is not now and never will be anything but a black hole for
money to disappear into with no return. The ridership figures so far
presented are purely fictional and unsupportable by any factual
information. No one has yet provided any real legitimate information
about ridership, just blue sky estimates that are totally unrealistic.

    Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicity, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region. And more than
16,500 people have signed petitions against using the trail for anything
other than its current useage.

    The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

    Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1019 DETAIL
First Name : Constance
Last Name : Boyce
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CBOYC001@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : We need a light rail, not a bus for the purple line!  Let's do it!  Let's take

action to reduce carbon emissions!

Constance Boyce



 - RECORD #3212 DETAIL
First Name : Don and Donna
Last Name : Boyce
Business Name :
Address : 8919 1st Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Michon Bunch.pdf (117 kb)





 - RECORD #2366 DETAIL
First Name : Laura
Last Name : Boyer
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : PKBOYER@EROLS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I personally use the Capital Crescent Trail  every single week, rain or
shine (sometimes blizzards!), summer and winter, to meet and connect
with friends, as we run, jog, and keep track of our mileage.  Sometimes
we are training for a half marathon or 10 mile race, sometimes I ride
bikes with my children, but the Capital Crescent Trail is something that is
so much a part of our lives, our experience here, and our community,
that it would be devastating to lose it!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #119 DETAIL
First Name : Lochlann
Last Name : Boyle
Business Name :
Address : 9106 Bradford Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : lochlannboyle@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I used to live near Ottawa (Canada) when the city made the ill-

considered decision to opt for rapid bus lines over a light rail system.
The results were disastrous.  The much-hated Bus-Rapid Transit (BTR)
system costs far more than estimated and ridership numbers have
steadily declined.  After spending close to a billion dollars on the BTR
system, city officials are now considering switching to the light-rail
system that residents initially lobbied for.  A light rail system is more
reliable, more environmentally friendly, creates a longer sustainable
infrastructure, is more appealing, generates more business, creates
more livable communities and ultimately people prefer riding the train.
Please consider the long-term implications of this decision and help
create a great light rail system in Maryland.



 - RECORD #1736 DETAIL
First Name : Jane B.
Last Name : Boynton
Business Name :
Address : 7804 Exeter Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : BOYNTONJANE@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I work at Washington Episcopal School which is on the Capital Crescent
Trail and members of our school community use the trail all the time -
faculty, students, parents. Please put the Purple Line elsewhere so we
can preserve this popular and crowded trail.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between B
ethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



 - RECORD #3292 DETAIL
First Name : Todd
Last Name : Bracken
Business Name :
Address : 7500 woodmont ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : ToddBracken@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Just want to be on the mailing list...



 - RECORD #3261 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Brader
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : jcbrader@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support building the Purple Line.

V/R
JCB
James Brader



 - RECORD #1645 DETAIL
First Name : kevin
Last Name : bradford
Business Name :
Address : 20118 larkspur ct
City : germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20874
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : this should have been done years ago, too much time has already been

wasted.



 - RECORD #637 DETAIL
First Name : Jeanine
Last Name : Braithwaite
Business Name :
Address : 7616 Epsilon Drive
City : Derwood
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address : JEANINE.BRAITHWAITE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Maryland,

Please realize that we, the commuters of Maryland, urgently need a light
rail system to connect across the upper county from Bethesda to New
Carroltown.  The ICC will do nothing to reduce traffic and those of us
who care about the environment will not drive on it.   Please act on the
recommendations of the planning committee and fund the purple line.  I
am tired of my tax dollars going to roads instead of what we really need-
fast reliable mass transportation.

Sincerely, Jeanine Braithwaite
7616 Epsilon Drive
Derwood MD 20855
day 202-458-2724
please no evening calls



 - RECORD #1812 DETAIL
First Name : Marisa
Last Name : Branca
Business Name :
Address : 4977 Battery Lane, Apt 701
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MARISA_BRANCA@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

On January 8th of this month, there will be a vote on having either a light
rail installed along the Capital Crescent Trail or Rapid Bus Transit along
Jones Bridge Road as a potential solution to our traffic problem along
the beltway.  I am writing to ask for your vote against the light rail
construction.

I personally currently use the trail as a walking "getaway."  I enjoy, and
am privileged to have, the feeling of being in the middle of nature with
the convenience of being close to a thriving city. The Trail offers a breath
of fresh air, and a moment of tranquility during our hectic schedules and
lives.  It offers the perfect balance and is one of the benefits of living in
this beautiful metropolitan area.

Great urban areas have great parks: Central Park, Hyde Park, Golden
Gate Park, Grant Park and our very own Rock Creek Park. This
irreplaceable forest and continuous natural trail provide rare and
outstanding recreational opportunities that cannot be replicated
anywhere else. Having a light rail running beside the trail would inhibit
the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters from all around the region from enjoying
its beauty.

In additional to recreational grounds for not having a light rail, the
construction of the Purple Line would wreck havoc on the natural
ecosystem surrounding the trail. The very trees which purify our air
would be cut down to make way for tracks and wildlife would be
displaced; it would be an environmental disaster. Trains or buses would
pass about 10 feet from hikers and bikers every three minutes making it
unsafe for trail users who would have to pass each other on a narrow
path which would remain.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere in
order to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail for the more than 10,000
hikers and bikers, of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities, who use
the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Springs -
weekly!

I know that by working together we can achieve an alternate solution to
the light rail which will help solve our traffic congestion while at the same



time promoting and saving our natural resources.  The "Purple Line
Loop", the proposed hard rail underground Metro extension, along the
Beltway, connecting Silver Spring and Bethesda Medical Center, would
be a efficient use of both State and County funding by providing a single
transit system solution.

Thank you for your time and consideration in helping to safeguard the
Capital Crescent Trail for future generations.



 - RECORD #142 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Brancato
Business Name :
Address : 4304 Leland St
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BRANCATORW@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : The study finds that BRT alternatives are considered "slightly more cost-

effective than the LRT Alternatives, with the Medium Investment BRT
Alternative being the most cost-effective under this measure. Medium
Investment LRT is the most cost effective of the LRT Alternatives."
Given that these alternatives are not significantly different in this study of
cost-effectiveness then you should do further analysis to study which
LRT or BRT alternative reduces our dependence on foreign petroleum
products and has the most intermodal connectivity.  Detailed analysis of
a Medium Investment BRT or Medium Investment LRT alternative that
uses electrical, alternatively fueled, natural gas or hydrogen fuel cell
motive power, with the goal of transitioning to an all electric or hydrogen
fuel cell fleet, should be completed.  A futher detailed analysis should
also examine the maximization of connections to other transportation
modes or facilities (Metro, Ride-on, MARC, Amtrak, park & ride lots,
bicycle transit stations).

Also, an analysis to produce a rough/order of magnitude estimated total
life cycle cost to the tax payer, including any debt service, should be
done for the various means of funding and financing the alternatives.
The total life cycle cost analysis should include the range of funding and
financing alternatives such as from fares, from public-private
partnerships, and/or from bonding and loan (such as infrastructure
banks) mechanisms and/or direct or partial local or State payments .  All
of these should be done first without the assumption of a direct Federal
grant (just in case a Federal grant is not forthcoming).

Richard Brancato

4304 Leland St

Chevy Chase, MD 20815

brancatorw@hotmail.com



 - RECORD #2337 DETAIL
First Name : Carole
Last Name : Brand
Business Name :
Address : 7011 Fulton Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : csbrand@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Brand_Carole.pdf (71 kb)





 - RECORD #3195 DETAIL
First Name : Carole
Last Name : Brand
Business Name :
Address : 7011 Fulton Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Brand 35860.pdf (117 kb)







 - RECORD #901 DETAIL
First Name : nick
Last Name : brand
Business Name : --
Address : 7011 fulton street
City : chevy chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : n.brand@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : December 15, 2008

Dear Mr. Madden,

We live less than a mile from the Georgetown Branch in Chevy Chase,
and our 3 kids crossed it every day to get to BCC high-school and I have
ridden portions of that trail ever since it was opened.

However, it's been a real shame that the full purpose for which the line
was bought by the county - a rail and a trail, has taken so long to get
done!

The best new project in the state for  ridership, cost effectiveness, social
mobility, improvement of traffic and air quality this line needs to be done
soon, and as a modern light rail line, not a busway!

I'm sure you're aware of all the new quiet low floor boarding vehicles, the
lines through golf courses as in Newton, MA.  The line is the logical
place to put it, not Jones Mill Road or some other trafficked road.  Needs
to be on its own right of way whereever possible, dependable and quick.

I hope the MTA and the Governor will join the Montgomery County
council an most of our local delegates in supporting it and getting it
funded.

Regards,

Nick Brand



 - RECORD #1653 DETAIL
First Name : Ed
Last Name : Brandt
Business Name :
Address : 3302 Cummings Lane
City : Chevy chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ed.b.brandt@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support the light purple rail.  I live in chevy chase and commute by bike

daily using the capital crescent trail.  I have no problem cycling along a
light trail...it's cars that are the enemy of cyclists.



 - RECORD #1921 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Branson
Business Name :
Address : 5013 Scarsdale Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : RBRANSON@IRONPOINTPARTNERS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Having just returned from a Bike trip to Patagonia I can attest that the

preservation of the Capital Crescent Trail is significantly more important
than allowing its destruction to foster the aims of developers.

The stations are already served but the availability of suitable recreation
alternatives would be destroyed by a Trolley.



 - RECORD #2875 DETAIL
First Name : Rachel
Last Name : Braun
Business Name :
Address : 2107 Spencer Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : RACHELBRAUN@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line.



 - RECORD #2771 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Bravo
Business Name :
Address : 4224 Round Hill Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address : GRBRAVO@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

         Congressman Van Hollen

I’m sure you have heard much about this trail and what is proposed for
the future Purple Line. As a user of this trail and someone who is going
to be affected by BRAC (Army Captain). At a glance of the proposed
route and of the trail, it does not make sense to place a rail line through
this beautiful forested region. When so much development is taking out
stands of trees throughout the county, this stretch of woods between two
heavily congested areas just doesn’t make sense to me. There would be
no shade while running or riding your bike through there. The solitude
one can get by immersing yourself in the woods will be lost because you
will have a noisy train running near by.  It will be a stretch of hot
concrete/paved asphalt, not very user friendly. The Purple Line is
suppose to serve the NNMC campus and if it sticks to buses and to the
roads it saves this stand of trees, homes, and much needed money that
is not a readily handy, especially now and days. Who stands to gain
financially from this? Who stands to lose? What will be lost? Please use
common sense when making and finalizing your decisions. Don’t let
development for the sake of development drive your decisions. If money
wasn’t an option I would propose to drive the Purple Line underground,
that makes more sense to me.



 - RECORD #294 DETAIL
First Name : Steven
Last Name : Breckbill
Business Name : Takoma Paperhangers, Inc
Address : 7104 Woodland Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : If we can spend hundreds of billions on a road (inter-county connector),

we should also invest in a rapid transit option that will actually decrease
auto traffic- build the high-option LRT with the tunnel under Wayne.



 - RECORD #2791 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Breckenridge
Business Name :
Address : 910 M St Apt 609
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20001
Email Address : JOHNB256@EARTHLINK.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail throughout the year, bicycling almost
every weekend as part of my wellness program.  The natural scenery is
just as therapeutic as the bicycling exercise.  It would be a shame to
replace the natural scenery with the proposed rail system.  Please find
another way to deal with the region’s transportation issues!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #925 DETAIL
First Name : Mindy Portney and
Last Name : Philip Breen
Business Name :
Address : 3609 Dupont Avenue
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : We support building the Purple Line as light rail. We are long-time

county residents, and we need to bring our county closer together!
Attachments : Ceruzzi_Paul_Comment Cards.pdf (55 kb)





 - RECORD #2528 DETAIL
First Name : Mike
Last Name : Brennan
Business Name :
Address : 3507 Glenmoor Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MICHAEL.L.BRENNAN@VERIZONBUSINESS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews

I am writing to plea with you to not approve the Purple line to go on the
trail. This trail is used as a walking, running and biking sanctuary that we
busy Marylanders who live in that area use regularly. The destruction of
more trees is not we need to be doing at this point from an
environmental perspective.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2923 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Breslin
Business Name :
Address : 9700 Cable Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : BILLYBREZ@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I live in Kensington Maryland with my wife and three children. We
regularly use the trail and it will be a shame to lose it for a "light
rail" system that, in my impression, will not truly benefit the area.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children,
casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training,
and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on
a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an
environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding
 recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and
to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this
natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes
place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2922 DETAIL
First Name : Katie
Last Name : Breslin
Business Name :
Address : 9700 Cable Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : KATIE_BRESLIN@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I live with my husband and three children in Kensington, MD. Each week
we walk, ride and enjoy the trail. There is no where is like the trail in the
area where you can have unfettered access to wildlife and the ability to
exercise. The light rail option would be a mistake and if completed will
not provide the alleged benefits.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #796 DETAIL
First Name : May
Last Name : Breslow
Business Name :
Address : 8828 Brierly Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : BRESLOW@EROLS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

My family loves the Capital Crescent Trail. We use it several times a
week, bicycling to downtown Bethesda and spending the whole
afternoon in Bethesda, then bicycling back. The most beautiful part is
the trees. There are precious few trees left in this area, and every tree
that is killed breaks my heart. They are essential to our planet and our
serenity.
If a train is built, I would not be able to live in this area, because the
noise pollution would be too much for me.
PLease dont build the train.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty.  If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes.  It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses.  It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
We would not be able to use it.

Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

May Breslow
8828 Brierly Road
Chevy Chase MD 20815



 - RECORD #744 DETAIL
First Name : Rastislav
Last Name : Brezny
Business Name :
Address : 223 Grant Ave.
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : rasto@fotogr.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #3331 DETAIL
First Name : patrick
Last Name : brice
Business Name : patrick brice
Address : 8405 piney branch road
City : takoma park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : patrickbricephd@me.com
Submission Content/Notes : How does this differ from express buses that could accomplish almost

the same thing with little additional costs?  Also, how can you design this
to go through the middle of the UMD, where students walk constantly
with no regard for traffic?  Not only does that seem incredibly dangerous,
but it would destroy a beautiful campus.



 - RECORD #2425 DETAIL
First Name : Joseph
Last Name : Brigati
Business Name :
Address : 8054 Glendale Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JOSEPH.BRIGATI@KLGATES.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor, County Executive and Council Members--The 19

members of my family (all living in the vicinity) use the Capital Crescent
Trail every weekend for recreational activities and exercise.  It is a
unique resource that is irreplaceable. Tens of thousands use the trail for
that purpose every year and in all kinds of weather.  Its value as such
will be destroyed by construction of the Purple Line--very few members
of the community will endure the noise and disruption of walking and
biking right next to an active bus or rail line, not to mention the
destruction of the pastoral surroundings that will be required to
accommodate the Line. Besides the loss of this invaluable resource, the
development that is projected to follow along the path of the Purple Line
is highly undesirable, at least from the prospective of residents in Lower
Montgomery County.  I live below the Beltway along Connecticut
Avenue, which has become virtually impassable north and south in the
morning and evening rush hours.  Further development along that
corridor will inevitably add to that congestion, and the DEIS
acknowledges that the Purple Line will do nothing to ease congestion
along its east-west path, so the traveling public will all be net losers. I
could go on for pages but I know that the negative aspects of the Purple
Line are being more fully developed by others so I will spare you further
detail here.  Thank you for your consideration.  Very Truly Yours, Joseph
Brigati, 8054 Glendale Rd., Chevy Chase, MD, 20815.



 - RECORD #2513 DETAIL
First Name : Ray
Last Name : Briscuso
Business Name :
Address : 4500 Maple Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : RAY@BRISCUSOLLC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Public Officials,

The Purple Line need not and should not be built over the crescent trail
that runs thru downtown Bethesda.  This part of the trail is used year-
round by many families and individuals and is far too divisive to proceed.
If you are convinced that public transportation is needed to connect
Bethesda and Silver Spring and that efficient bus service will not do,
than a far better alternative is to run a light rail along Jones Bridge and
connect into the METRO station at NIH/Medical Center.  I know of little if
any citizen opposition to this layout.  I fear the only persons that would
oppose this alignment would be the Apartment and Office owners in
Chevy Chase Lake.  These people are probably huge campaign donors,
but please do not allow them to destroy a wonderful neighborhood,
recreational trail and source or exercise and foot and bike traffic enjoyed
by so many.  If anyone needs to get from Bethesda to Silver Spring,
College Park or other destination, why not have me do so via Medical
Center and not Bethesda?  I WOULD THINK this alignment might qualify
for additional Federal/BRAC funding.

Thank you for listening,
Ray Briscuso



 - RECORD #2948 DETAIL
First Name : Elana
Last Name : Brochin
Business Name :
Address : 7015 5th St. NW Lower Level
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20012
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Brochin_Elana.pdf (112 kb)





 - RECORD #668 DETAIL
First Name : Barbara
Last Name : Brocker
Business Name : Allegro Global Procurement Solutions, Inc.
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BARBARAB@ALLEGROGPS.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,
MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,

As residents of Chevy Chase, me, my spouse, three children and two
dogs regularly use the capital crescent trail for biking, running, walking
the dog and safely traveling to downtown Bethesda.  We are not alone.
From my kitchen window every morning, I watch people using the trail
for a wide variety of activities including exercising and commuting both
by bicycle and foot to work.  This is a county-wide and community
resource in an otherwise traffic-bound, commercially-cramped area.   It
is unconscionable to me that this resource would be stripped of
hundreds and trees and merged with a train system, particularly when
there
are viable alternatives to this.   Closing the tunnel means individuals will
no longer have safe options for traveling through this area to DC or even
traveling locally by foot and bicycle.  We've seen the tragedies in cities
when bikes, pedestrians and traffic are forced to mix on crowded roads--
there is no way mixing bikes and other commuters with a fast moving
train on a trail is any better.

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.
The popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over
10,000 weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  When the Master Plan was written 18
years ago,
had our public officials known then, what we know now about the
environmental benefits of preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and
natural greenspace in lower Montgomery County, and had they known
the
environmental costs of putting transit in this location, they might have
supported purchasing the right of way solely for parkland -- just like the
section from Bethesda to Georgetown. Moreover, at that time, had our
public
officials known about the BRAC relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and
the need to find transportation solutions for the new National Naval
Medical Center in Bethesda, they might have planned differently.
Circumstances have changed. Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail. This is a regressive transportation plan that
would result
in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to trail users
around the region.  At a time when the nation has numerous initiatives
aimed at creating more pedestrian and bike friendly "green spaces", it's
perplexing that
Montgomery County would take a step in the opposite direction by
continuing the path of a clearly outdated plan.   Please save this natural
greenspace for generations to come.  Public transportation is important
(I take Metro regularly as do many of my neighbors and former
neighbors in Silver Spring); however there are a number of Purple Line
options which will allow for the support of public transportation without
compromising
valuable and limited greenspace in the county.

We want a better Purple Line -- please re-think the current plan.  Thank
you for your consideration.

Regards,



Barbara Brocker

President
Allegro Global Procurement Solutions, Inc.
barbarab@allegrogps.com
240-687-2280



 - RECORD #3108 DETAIL
First Name : Catherine J.
Last Name : Brockman
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : jane.brockman@juno.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Brockman 35442.pdf (100 kb)







 - RECORD #1691 DETAIL
First Name : Johanna
Last Name : Brockman
Business Name :
Address : 202 10th St SE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20003
Email Address : JBOCKMAN@GMU.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

Please create the Purple Line as light rail and not as a bus
line. Many many people just don't take buses, and buses are just
not as efficient for commuters. Seattle just created a terrific
light rail line, which is greatly welcomed. Create the right
system that will really help with transportation!

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and, --
Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Johanna Bockman
202 10th St SE
Washington, DC 20003



 - RECORD #1497 DETAIL
First Name : ichael
Last Name : Broderick
Business Name :
Address : 17723 Garrett Drive
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20878
Email Address : MIKE@RUNNINGSTRONG.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Greetings

I am writing as a citizen, voter and health advocate to urge you to
preserve the wonderful resource for health and fitness which so many
now utilize in Montgomery County that is the Capital Crescent Trail. As a
long time member of the Montgomery County Road Runners Club,
runner and coach, I have had the opportunity to witness first hand the
great numbers of county residents who regularly utilize the trail for a
wide variety of activities from hiking, jogging, dog walking, baby walking,
bird watching, bike riding and just taking time to spend in a natural
setting away from traffic, asphalt and pavement. I have been privileged
to help lead previously sedentary persons on the path to better health
and fitness through regular exercise in the form of walking and running
along that trail. It would be a terrible loss of an accessible and free
resource for health and fitness to lose that trail for a rail line.

I can tell you from years of coaching and leading running groups that
there is nothing like a trail without automobile traffic to make healthful
activities like running and walking more accessible and inviting to
people. At at time when we have such concerns with increasing obesity
rates and concerns with pedestrian accidents and fatalities, adversely
impacting both of those areas by closing or significantly limiting access
to a traffic free natural path is, I submit, a terrible public policy decision.

That section of trail is a critical link for runners, walkers and bikers
between Bethesda and Rock Creek Park and has been a vital part of
many local road races which have raised considerable money for local
causes and in which Montgomery County has been a partner with the
Montgomery County Road Runners. These races, which can be done
with much less impact on traffic than those which require the use of local
roads, are a great healthy activity and would be shut down or
dramatically and adversely affected by any conversion of the CCT to a
light rail line.

I have led many group training programs for runners which have used
that trail extensively, and can assure you that it is a far superior location
for runners and pedestrians seeking to exercise than using sidewalks
and neighborhood streets where much greater safety concerns are
prevalent. There are dwindling numbers of locations where our citizens
can take advantage of opportunities to be outside in peaceful and
relatively natural surroundings away from cars, loud noises, flashing
lights, commercial development and all of those things that urban living
entails. This is one such important resource and due to its link from
Bethesda to Rock Creek and those natural trails is an vital resource to
be preserved.

Please do not underestimate the importance of this resource to our
community-it is of much greater significance than you can imagine.
Please save this resource for all of us and those who will come after us.
Once its gone we'll never have the chance to get it back.

Thank you for your consideration.

Michael Broderick
17723 Garrett Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
240-338-2210



 - RECORD #646 DETAIL
First Name : Abraham
Last Name : Brody
Business Name :
Address : 9130 Walden Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : ABRODY@MACMAPS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and, --
Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

--provide a means to save time between Bethesda and Silver
Spring in Travel time, and if built according to Sierra club
specs:
http://www.sierraclub.org/dc/sprawl/purple-line/purple-line-map-
large.html
we could get to Tysons corner in 15 minutes or less! Don't you
want every part of the area connected?

--Reduce traffic on the Capital Beltway at all times.
--Save money that should not be used to tear down houses for the
Intercounty Connector.
--Reduce the number of code red days.

Sincerely,
Abraham Brody
9130 Walden Road
Silver Spring, MD 20901



 - RECORD #978 DETAIL
First Name : Abraham
Last Name : Brody
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : abrody@macmaps.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden,

I hear you are a feedback person to discuss the Purple Line with.   I
wanted to address to you a concern of mine about the Purple Line, and if
you could pass this on to the legislatures who want to get this
idea in the open, maybe it might help.   I spoke with Maryland Senator
Raskin about an idea for the Purple Line which would be much better
than current designs, cheaper, and easier to build that initially
considered, and would offer much greater flexibility with the location
for the line.   Monorail!    Before you laugh, it has been
successfully implemented in a third world metropolitan city 10 times as
large as DC, in a five year package under budget, and with prefab
parts, and without taking ANY right of way.   How?   Columns in the
median only take up a foot of space in the median, and can rise arches
over the roadway to hold the rail.   You ask about eyesores?   Use
mirrors, or coloring similar to surrounding environment and it will be
less of one.    You ask about switching rails?    This metropolitan
city has a system with rubber switch ramps.   Additionally, where the
Purple Line is hitting a brick wall when it comes to building down Wayne
Avenue in Silver Spring because it can't dig deep enough to get to Piney
Branch, a monorail system can do that without any worry about being
too deep, and the tunnels will be smaller than if a standard gage track is
used.
ith Monorail, you'll get your pathway through the Chevy Chase Country
Club and get your Capital Crescent trail without taking up either valuable
tree space, or trail space.

The city that has done this is Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia.  We have a
thing or two to learn from them, and I'd like to see it built here for our
Purple Line.  WThis is why it should be seriously be considered.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Abraham Brody



 - RECORD #3293 DETAIL
First Name : Abraham
Last Name : Brody
Business Name :
Address : 9130 Walden Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : abrody@macmaps.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Purple Line,

One option which hasn't been seriously considered is Monorail.  Kuala
Lumpur, a capital of a third world nation managed to in 5 years build the
least expensive public transit system in the world per capita, while not
cutting trees, breaking into right of way of trails and roads, using prefab
parts, and tracks that actually can switch.  Monorail can look elegant if
you paint the columns.   It can rise and descend on much steeper
inclines than light rail, and will offer the ability to more cheaply move
people around.   Please consider it.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Abraham Brody



 - RECORD #2002 DETAIL
First Name : Craig
Last Name : Brooks
Business Name :
Address : 7008 Beechwood Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CBRO@ETELEPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews:

I have lived in Chevy Chase since 2003.  Prior to moving to Chevy
Chase, I lived in Kensington for 16 years.  My family and I are frequent
users of the Capital Crescent Trail, as well as the Georgetown Branch
extension.  To us, the Trail is an oasis of tranquility; a place to relax and
enjoy the natural beauty of Bethesda and Silver Spring.

Although I recognize the need for transportation improvements between
Bethesda and Silver Spring, I urge you not to support any rail option
along the Capital Crescent Trail or Georgetown Branch.  We in the
Bethesda, Chevy Chase and Silver Spring areas have seen acres and
acres of green space lost to development.  It would be inexcusable to
allow this vital natural resource to be sacrificed.

Other routes have been proposed that would allow the Trail to remain
untouched.  I urge you to consider these (or other) alternatives and
reject the Purple Line route through the Capital Crescent Trail and
Georgetown Branch extension.  Thank you.



 - RECORD #2472 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Brophy, Jr.
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : J.BROPHY@ARPC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Councilmembers,

I am emailing about my concern regarding the creation of the Purple
Line and its effect on Metro ridership.  Per the Washington Post this
morning, Metro is struggling and the Purple Line threatens to reduce its
ridership even more. Metro is talking about cutting services.  It takes 37
minutes to get from Silver Spring to Bethesda on Metro's Red Line and
47 minutes to get from New Carrollton to Bethesda using Metro's Red
and Orange Lines based on Metro's own schedules. How much time is
the Purple Line going to save riders, and at what cost? It seems
unfathomable that we would inflict more damage to Metro, the region's
crown transportation jewel, with so little savings.  If this is about
developing the areas around the light rail stations that would arise, also
mentioned in the Post today, then that should be the stated reason
behind it. Then it is a different discussion, and the questions about
bringing more density to the green areas around the Purple Line region
between Silver Spring and Bethesda need to be addressed. Give the
money to Metro and have them put more cars on the Red Line to
shorten travel times.  Give the money to Metro for maintenance.  The
Purple Line makes no sense when we already have Metro's mass transit
hubs in New Carrollton, College Park, Silver Spring and Bethesda, and
reasonable node-to-node travel times as well!

Thank you for your consideration,



 - RECORD #3221 DETAIL
First Name : C.J.
Last Name : Brown
Business Name :
Address : 4404 Kinmount Rd.
City : Lanham
State : MD
Zip Code : 20706
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support this vision of a Purple Line:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park & New
Carrollton Metro Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long Branch,
Langley Park, University of MD, Riverdale Park & other communities;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda & Silver Spring, and pedestrian upgrades elsewhere in Prince
George's and Montgomery Counties;

4. A community and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding speedy
implementation of the project.

Attachments : Comment Cards. CJ Brown_PL just makes sense.pdf (143 kb)





 - RECORD #587 DETAIL
First Name : Carin
Last Name : Brown
Business Name :
Address : 504 Elm Ave
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : CARINBJ4@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Carin Brown
504 Elm Ave.
Takoma Park, MD 20912

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The information contained in this communication (including any
attachments) may be confidential and legally privileged. This email may
not serve as a contractual agreement unless explicit written agreement
for this purpose has been made. If you are not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of
this communication or any of its contents is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this communication in error, please re-send this
communication to the sender indicating that it was received in error and
delete the original message and any copy of it from your computer
system.

__________ NOD32 3667 (20081205) Information __________

This message was checked by NOD32 antivirus system.
http://www.eset.com



 - RECORD #1844 DETAIL
First Name : Doug
Last Name : Brown
Business Name : PNC Bank
Address : 4514 Woodfield Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : doug.brown@pnc.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line with the LIGHT RAIL option along the

Gerogetown Branch Trail



 - RECORD #666 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. Edward A
Last Name : Brown
Business Name :
Address : 6422 Goldleaf Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : EABROWN@MITRE.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to you today because I am concerned for the future of the

Capitol Crescent Trail.  I use the trail at least several times a week for
both jogging and biking.  It is a great “sanity saver” in today’s
complicated and uncertain world.  And even though it is at times
crowded (for which I would like to see it widened, upgraded and paved
over its whole length, which evidently isn’t in the cards right now), the
thought of losing it, either partially or completely, or having it severely
intruded upon by the proposed purple line, literally causes me great
angst as I do not know what I would do to substitute for the joy and
peace of mind that it brings to me.

I believe that the CCT is an asset unique to our community.  Of all the
other places I’ve lived, visited, or passed through in my time, I can’t
remember ever seeing such a facility in place devoted in such a way to
the public’s rest and relaxation and benefit.  And of course, in addition to
the trail itself, there is the forest land that it runs through.  The idea of
losing all those beautiful trees is terrible.  Please pay heed to Joyce
Kilmer’s famous poem and save the CCT.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Dr. Edward A. Brown

6422 Goldleaf drive

Bethesda, MD 20817



 - RECORD #3328 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. Edward A.
Last Name : Brown
Business Name :
Address : 6422 Goldleaf Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : eabrown@mitre.org
Submission Content/Notes : I am a regular user of the CCT.  I looked at the Fast Facts sheet on the

Trail and I have one quick question:  The fact sheet says the trail will
continue to use the existing Bethesda tunnel.  So then where will the
light rail go as it comes into downtown Bethesda?  The tunnel is
obviously not wide enough for both the train and pedestrians/bikers.  Are
there some details available for what the last part of the route into the
Bethesda terminus will look like?  Thank you.



 - RECORD #2421 DETAIL
First Name : Chris Weiss and
Last Name : Jenny Brown
Business Name :
Address : 409 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : CHRISWEISS@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

We are users of the Capitol Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring. Our family enjoys hiking and biking on the trail on a regular
basis. It's one if the few tranquil green spaces we have left in the area
where we can exercise without being subjected to the fumes and noise
of the traffic in the area.

If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither
safe nor attractive for us to be passing others on a narrow bike lane --
about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. Please use your wisdom, vision
and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the Capital
Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1848 DETAIL
First Name : Kenneth
Last Name : Brown
Business Name :
Address : 5903 Aberdeen Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : brownks@si.edu
Submission Content/Notes : Of course the bike people want to build on the purple line to improve

resources for commuting and recreation. However, the purple line will
not solve many of the commute problems. The scale of these is too
diverse. And that is where emphasis should be. To make changes that
will cause commuters to leave the car at home. The purple line just
doesn't hack it. Granted, what's needed is a light rail. One around the
beltway. Connected to metro.
Chicago did it on 290 the eisenhower from O'hare to the loop elevated
traine line. It has been recognized for it's farsighted plan that gets people
off the 12 lanes of stalled traffic and shutdowns in snow. It works in
Chicago, and it could here too.



 - RECORD #3141 DETAIL
First Name : Mary
Last Name : Brown
Business Name :
Address : 8830 Piney Branch Road, #910
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address : mbrown248@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Brown 35680.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #1485 DETAIL
First Name : Susan & Mike
Last Name : Ingram & Brown
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MIKECB@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

The trail has been an important part of our lives.  Being able to walk to
town and friends houses, as well as hiking and biking for recreation, is a
right and a privilege that needs to be preserved.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10'  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Susan Ingram and Michael Brown



 - RECORD #972 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Brown
Business Name :
Address : 4710 Willard Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PAUL_NATASHA@YAHOO.COM.SG
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to express my support for the construction of the Purple Line

from Bethesda to New Carrolton.  The line should be constructed as a
light rail line, which would provide the maximum flexibility for
environmentally-friendly transit.  I realize some neighbors in Chevy
Chase oppose the Line.  A similar occurence took place in South
Pasadena, California, when the Gold Line was constructed on an
abandoned railway right-of-way through town.  However, the line is now
accepted, and the quiet trains now link South Pasadena and other
communities to downtown LA, keeping cars off the congested freeways.

Also, residents here need to keep in mind that the whole point of original
"Rails to Trails" program was premised on a quid-pro-quo:  that the
abandoned or no longer used rail lines right-of-ways would be "banked"
so that the right-of-ways could be kept available for future rail transport
use in the future, and in the meantime, the right-of-ways could be used
as trails.  Folks need to remember this.  I am certain that a solution can
be found which converts the Bethesda to Silver Spring portion as as rail
line (again), but also provides a trail along the right of way.

The Purple Line should be seen as the first stage of an eventual "Circle
Line" around inner Washington.  A number of other cities have such
lines -- London, Paris, Moscow.  Singapore is constructing a circle line.
We should envisage an eventual line from New Carrollton to Alexandria
and Bethesda to Tysons.  It would get more folks out of cars - folks who
will not put up with the now very lengthy option of commuting (for
example) from Bethesda to Tysons via Metro Center, and then bus (or
the future Dulles line).

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.

Paul Brown
4710 Willard Ave Apt 610
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1810 DETAIL
First Name : Roberta K.
Last Name : Brown
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DIVERBOBBI@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please use an alternative route for the Purple line.  I walk on the trail five

days a week, and it provides a relatively quiet place for a walk in this
crowded area where we live.  It has been a place of respit for the last 17
years.  Thank you for reconsidering the placement of the Purple line.



 - RECORD #3319 DETAIL
First Name : Rodrick Edmund
Last Name : Brown
Business Name :
Address : 4208 East Capitol Street NE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20019
Email Address : reb9282@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : What is the expected opening date of the Purple Line?



 - RECORD #3347 DETAIL
First Name : Rodrick Edmund
Last Name : Brown
Business Name :
Address : 4208 East Capitol Street NE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20019
Email Address : reb9282@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Cannot wait to see it come to life.



 - RECORD #2914 DETAIL
First Name : Pam
Last Name : Browning
Business Name : Organizer, Petition to Save the Trail
Address : 4317 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : pbrow@verizon.net



Submission Content/Notes : Growing Popularity of the Trail

In 2006, in a study that was given a special award of merit by the
Planning Board and the County Council, the Coalition for the Capital
Crescent Trail found that there were 10,000 uses of the Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring weekly.  And those of us who use the Trail
regularly have seen that between 2006 and 2009, the usage of the Trail
has grown exponentially.
And Trail users come in all sizes, races, nationalities, and abilities.

The Trail is not paved like the Trail to Georgetown, and yet, despite the
rough crushed stone surface, the elderly, families with strollers, young
children riding their first bikes, athletes in training, bird watchers,
teenagers, extended families, and cyclists (risking flat tires) all use the
Trail.

Trail Users Come from All Over the Region

The Capital Crescent Trail is one of the most popular Trails in the nation,
with over a million uses annually.  The section between Bethesda and
Silver Spring is an essential link in the web of Trails that connects Mount
Vernon, Alexandria, Arlington, Georgetown, Bethesda, Rock Creek Park,
Kensington, Rockville, Silver Spring, the District, and more.

Hence, Trail users come from all over the region.   A sampling of Petition
signatures gathered along the Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring
revealed that 40 percent came from the greater Bethesda-Chevy Chase
area, while 60 percent came from outside this area – 28 percent came
from Silver Spring, Kensington, Rockville and other Maryland
communities, 19 percent came from the District, and almost 10 percent
came from Northern Virginia.

Environmental Impacts of Building the Purple Line Along the Trail

The environmental impacts of building the Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail are huge.  The Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) confirms that the light rail would:

• Permanently remove all the surrounding trees in the right-of-way.
(According to American Forests, 17 acres of trees would be destroyed);

• Run trains with a “goal”, (no guarantee) of only 10’ separation between
trail users and trains;

• Convert the Trail to a dangerously narrow bike lane – 10 feet wide with
2’ shoulders in a confined, fenced in area.  To widen this path, according
to the State’s engineers, would require decreasing the 10’ separation
between trains and trail users, steeper retaining walls and decreased
landscaping.

• Run trains passing in both directions every three minutes. (With 6-
minute headways (separations) between trains going in one direction,
trains will pass trail users and homes every three minutes in both
directions;

• Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel;

• Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance.

It appears to me that there is no transit system anywhere in the United



States that runs so close to homes and a popular trail, as frequently and
as fast, as the proposed Purple Line.

And yet, the DEIS simply does not weigh the impacts of the Purple Line
on the Trail or the community, simply because the Capital Crescent Trail
right of way between Bethesda and Silver Spring was purchased for a
rail and a trail -- twenty years ago.  Moreover, the DEIS says the Trail
used to be a freight rail line, so installing a light rail system is not a
change of use for this corridor.  Thus MTA apparently believes there is
no legal imperative to assess the environmental impacts of the Purple
Line on the Trail or the community.

Even if MTA were legally exempt from examining the true environmental
impacts of the Purple Line on the Trail and the community (which I
seriously doubt is a correct legal interpretation of the law), I am sure the
public, our elected officials, and the media would nonetheless like to
know what the real impacts of the Purple Line will be.

It is true that up until 1985, a coal-bearing freight train ran, at most, once
a day, at about 15 mph—on a single track – along a narrow berm,
buffered by forest.  But that is a far cry from a double tracked light rail
running alongside a trail very close to homes, passing every three
minutes from both directions, without any trees left as a buffer.

In 1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of
way, and in the 1990's, when future transit use was written into the
master plan, the Purple Line was conceived as a single track "trolley"
between Bethesda and Silver Spring because the corridor was so
narrow.  A DEIS was done of single tracking in 1996, but ridership did
not justify the cost.

Now, the Master Plan does not call for a double track light rail.
However, since that time, plans for the Purple Line have evolved into
shoehorning into this narrow corridor, a double tracked transit system,
without concern for hundreds of nearby homes, condominiums, and
apartments and without concern for the preservation of the Capital
Crescent Trail as we know it.

Yes, the Georgetown Branch corridor was purchased for transit and a
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  But it does not follow, that
that could not be changed.  In the District, the right-of-way was
purchased, with the help of a philanthropist, for use simply as
greenspace and a Trail.

Twenty years ago, when future transit use of this corridor was written
into the master plan, it was difficult for leaders and citizens to foresee
just how popular and valuable the Capital Crescent Trail would become
as a natural, tree-lined greenspace and Trail.

Had our public officials known then what we know now about the
environmental benefits of  preserving these 17 acres of mature trees and
natural greenspace in lower Montgomery County, and had they known
the environmental costs of putting transit in this location, they may have
supported purchasing the right of way solely for parkland -- just like the
Capital Crescent Trail from Bethesda to Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

And even though twenty years ago the Georgetown Branch/Capital



Crescent Trail right-of-way may have been purchased for transit and a
trail, the State is NOT absolved from doing a complete and objective
evaluation of the environmental impacts of putting Purple Line trains or
buses along the Trail now.

The Purple Line Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to
allow for an objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating
of the transit projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts
process".

Unfortunately, the DEIS appears to be neither objective, fair, nor
complete.

The adverse environmental and community impacts are severely
understated in the DEIS -- for all of the rail  and bus alternatives that
would build the Purple Line along the Georgetown Branch of the Capital
Crescent Trail.  (And given the apparent bias in this study, it causes one
to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which are
technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.)

Below are some specific concerns about the the  Draft EIS as it relates
to transit along
the Capital Crescent Trail:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes in
both directions.
2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Remarkably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and that
this number is growing rapidly.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.
Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

Even though the right-of-way was originally purchased for transit and a
trail, that doesn’t absolve the State from doing a complete and objective
evaluation of the environmental impacts of putting transit in this location.

3.  Loss of Forest and Trees
According to the DEIS, all the trees in the Trail right-of-way will be
removed and they will not be replaced (section 4-22).

However, incredibly, the draft Environmental Impact Statement, fails to
quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss of these trees to the
environment, to trail users, and to the communities surrounding the Trail.
According to the DEIS, “The delineation and surveying of significant
trees will occur following the selection of a preferred alternative.”



(section 4-62)   This blatant omission gives the appearance of conscious
bias in the DEIS, and an effort to avoid educating the Board, the public,
elected officials, or the press regarding the significant loss of trees.

According to American Forests, 17 acres of tree canopy will be
destroyed by the Purple Line.  (See attached American Forests’
analysis).
It would appear that these 17 acres of mature trees are part of the
Coquelin Run and Rock Creek Park watersheds that feed into the
Chesapeake Bay.  They are some of the last remaining forest in lower
Montgomery County and they are important for sediment control, clean
water, clean air, carbon sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing
a buffer for communities.
4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual renderings of the future "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary, when the trees in the right-of-way are
removed,  neighbors will need security and privacy fencing because their
homes are very close to the rail and the Trail.   (See Postcards, p. 130-
131).
Hence, trail users will be confined inside a solid fenced in corridor with
trains passing by in both directions every three minutes.  Fencing will
also be necessary along the inside border of the Trail to keep trail users
from accidently falling onto the tracks or from crossing intentionally.
Most of the right of way will require major retaining walls since the terrain
in almost never level and tends to rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location is seriously destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.  Most communities
are working to eliminate errors like this that were made in the past.
7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the tracks in
dangerous ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb
fences, for example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East
Bethesda, Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center
in the Town of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and
youth come through these regularly.
Recently there have been light rail accidents in Boston and in Phoenix,
and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in Montgomery
County.
This is simply not a safe and reasonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.
9.  Closing the Bethesda Tunnel  for Trail Users or building the Trail



above the Trains in the Tunnel
The medium- cost light rail option of routing 10,000 trail users weekly
across Wisconsin Avenue at grade and along Bethesda Avenue would
be TOTALLY unsafe.  A child was hit by a car crossing at Wisconsin
Avenue before the Tunnel was opened ten years ago.  The dangers of
crossing Wisconsin Avenue have only increased over the years.
The high-cost light rail option of routing trail users above the trains in the
Tunnel would also seriously diminish the use of the Trail by everyone
except perhaps high speed bikers.  Families with children, the elderly,
etc. would find the ramps at both ends and this Tunnel passage difficult.
Renderings of the ramps have not been made that would reveal what a
gross eyesore these would be to the community.
10.  Parking Trains Awaiting Maintenance next to Giffords Ice Cream
and the Landmark Theater --  or Running Buses Through There
Using the open space at Bethesda and Woodmont Avenues as a "Tail
Track" for trains -- or a roadway for buses -- would ruin the ambiance
and safety of this open space,  which is an important amenity in the
heart of downtown Bethesda.

11.  Impacts on Homes and Condominiums
Thousands of residents live in homes and condominiums along the Trail.
The Purple Line will run less than 30 feet from some of these homes.
See pages 130-131 of Postcards, to see photos of just a few of these.
It is disturbing that the Environmental Impact Statement does not
quantify how many homes and condominiums would be affected by the
Purple Line along the Trail, or how close the rail would run to these
residents.  The incompleteness of this basic information gives the
appearance of bias in the study.  For example, for comparison, how
many homes would be affected by routing the Purple Line along Jones
Bridge Road as compared with routing the Purple Line along the Trail?
It appears that the number of residents along Jones Bridge Road is just
a fraction of the number of residents along the Trail.  For a fair
environmental comparison of the two options, this should be examined.
There is no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes
along the corridor.
Yet a review of transit systems nationwide, conducted by Tom Autrey,
staff of the Planning Board, found that homes adjacent to light rail
systems suffer from declining home values.
Conclusion
The DEIS has not been a complete and fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail to both trail users and the community.  Given this
apparent bias, it causes one to have grave concerns about other areas
of the study which are technical and not so transparent, such as
ridership, time traveled, etc.
In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.
Our public officials should give a fair and more thorough study of the
Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route and other possible routes,
such as East West Highway and the Beltway, including the Purple Line
Loop plan.  (See attached documents regarding the Purple Line Loop.)
 There could be a tremendous regional benefit provided by a full
consideration of the BRT alternative on Jones Bridge Road or East West
Highway.  This is an opportunity to provide for good east-west transit in
the southern part of Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties in a
cost-effective way, saving as much as $1 billion over the other
alternatives, and at the same time addressing the transportation and
traffic needs posed by the BRAC.



In the meantime, the State should also study meaningful long-term
transit solutions such as connecting the two legs of the Red Line with a
true Metro connection (not light rail) along the Beltway or underground to
improve our existing Metro system.

Members of the Purple Line Advisory Committee have repeatedly
requested that the Board re-examine the Purple Line Loop option, in
light of BRAC, and more than 500 emails were sent to the Governor and
the Planning Board during the BRAC comment period in early 2008,
requesting that the State examine the Loop Plan.
What has been lacking by County and State transit planners is the will to
examine in a meaningful way any Purple Line alternatives other than
along the Trail.    For the last twenty years, county and state transit
planners have not weighed the real value of this community greenspace,
the continuous natural trail, the contiguous green habitat and the
irreplaceable forest buffer.  And thus, these planners have not seen any
need to find alternative transit routes.

And without the will or visionary leadership, a solution has never been
fully explored.  Studies of alternatives along the Beltway, Jones Bridge
Road, and even tunneled underground have been given short shrift, and
East West Highway has never been examined.  In contrast, the Trail
route has been studied endlessly, first as a single track trolley, and when
that didn't work, expanded, to be painfully shoe-horned in as a double
track light rail.

The Capital Crescent Trail is the jewel of Montgomery County.  If the
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring becomes a transit corridor,
there will be less recreational greenspace available for  this increasingly
urban area, and neighborhoods will be degraded.

Incredibly, the state claims the Purple Line along the Trail  is important
for "smart growth."  But It is not smart growth to destroy our most
popular community greenspace and to  to clearcut a unique and
irreplaceable swath of forest that represents an incredibly important
buffer in this urban area. .
There has been no effort by the County or State to evaluate the
importance of this Trail now or the need for such free recreation
greenspaces in the years to come.

An absolutely ironclad principle of smart growth in urban areas is the
preservation and enhancement of greenspace for its environmental
benefits, recreation, community space, and habitat for plants and
wildlife.
Thank you for your consideration.

Attachments : Browning_Pam.pdf (52 kb)



Purple Line Comments for MTA 

Pam Browning, Organizer, 
Petition to Save the Trail

4317 Elm Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

301-654-0183
pbrow@verizon.net

Growing Popularity of the Trail

In 2006, in a study that was given a special award of merit by the Planning Board and the County 
Council, the Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trail found that there were 10,000 uses of the 
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring weekly.  And those of us who use the Trail regularly 
have seen that between 2006 and 2009, the usage of the Trail has grown exponentially
And Trail users come in all sizes, races, nationalities, and abilities.  

.

The Trail is not paved like the Trail to Georgetown, and yet, despite the rough crushed stone 
surface, the elderly, families with strollers, young children riding their first bikes, athletes in 
training, bird watchers, teenagers, extended families, and cyclists (risking flat tires) all use the 
Trail.  

Trail Users Come from All Over the Region

The Capital Crescent Trail is one of the most popular Trails in the nation, with over a million 
uses annually.  The section between Bethesda and Silver Spring is an essential link in the web of 
Trails that connects Mount Vernon, Alexandria, Arlington, Georgetown, Bethesda, Rock Creek 
Park, Kensington, Rockville, Silver Spring, the District, and more.

Hence, Trail users come from all over the region. A sampling of Petition signatures gathered 
along the Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring revealed that 40 percent came from the 
greater Bethesda-Chevy Chase area, while 60 percent came from outside this area – 28 percent
came from Silver Spring, Kensington, Rockville and other Maryland communities, 19 percent
came from the District, and almost 10 percent came from Northern Virginia.  

Environmental Impacts of Building the Purple Line Along the Trail

The environmental impacts of building the Purple Line along the Capital Crescent Trail are huge.
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) confirms that the light rail would:

� Permanently remove all the surrounding trees in the right-of-way. (According to 
American Forests, 17 acres of trees would be destroyed);

� Run trains with a “goal”, (no guarantee) of only 10’ separation between trail users and
trains;



� Convert the Trail to a dangerously narrow bike lane – 10 feet wide with 2’ shoulders in a 
confined, fenced in area.  To widen this path, according to the State’s engineers, would 
require decreasing the 10’ separation between trains and trail users, steeper retaining 
walls and decreased landscaping. 

� Run trains passing in both directions every three minutes. (With 6-minute headways 
(separations) between trains going in one direction, trains will pass trail users and homes 
every three minutes in both directions;

� Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the trains in the Tunnel;

� Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while awaiting 
maintenance.

It appears to me that there is no transit system anywhere in the United States that runs so 
close to homes and a popular trail, as frequently and as fast, as the proposed Purple Line.

And yet, the DEIS simply does not weigh the impacts of the Purple Line on the Trail or the 
community, simply because the Capital Crescent Trail right of way between Bethesda and Silver 
Spring was purchased for a rail and a trail -- twenty years ago.  Moreover, the DEIS says the 
Trail used to be a freight rail line, so installing a light rail system is not a change of use for this 
corridor. Thus MTA apparently believes there is no legal imperative to assess the environmental
impacts of the Purple Line on the Trail or the community.

Even if MTA were legally exempt from examining the true environmental impacts of the Purple 
Line on the Trail and the community (which I seriously doubt is a correct legal interpretation of 
the law), I am sure the public, our elected officials, and the media would nonetheless like to 
know what the real impacts of the Purple Line will be.

It is true that up until 1985, a coal-bearing freight train ran, at most, once a day, at about 15 
mph—on a single track – along a narrow berm, buffered by forest.  But that is a far cry from a 
double tracked light rail running alongside a trail very close to homes, passing every three 
minutes from both directions, without any trees left as a buffer.

In 1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of way, and in the 1990's, 
when future transit use was written into the master plan, the Purple Line was conceived as a 
single track "trolley" between Bethesda and Silver Spring because the corridor was so narrow.
A DEIS was done of single tracking in 1996, but ridership did not justify the cost.

Now, the Master Plan does not call for a double track light rail. However, since that time, plans 
for the Purple Line have evolved into shoehorning into this narrow corridor, a double tracked 
transit system, without concern for hundreds of nearby homes, condominiums, and apartments 
and without concern for the preservation of the Capital Crescent Trail as we know it. 



Yes, the Georgetown Branch corridor was purchased for transit and a Trail between Bethesda 
and Silver Spring.  But it does not follow, that that could not be changed.  In the District, the 
right-of-way was purchased, with the help of a philanthropist, for use simply as greenspace and a 
Trail.

Twenty years ago, when future transit use of this corridor was written into the master plan, it was 
difficult for leaders and citizens to foresee just how popular and valuable the Capital Crescent 
Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined greenspace and Trail.

Had our public officials known then what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving these 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower Montgomery County, 
and had they known the environmental costs of putting transit in this location, they may have 
supported purchasing the right of way solely for parkland -- just like the Capital Crescent Trail 
from Bethesda to Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC relocation of Walter 
Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation solutions for the new National Naval Medical 
Center in Bethesda, they might have planned differently. 

And even though twenty years ago the Georgetown Branch/Capital Crescent Trail right-of-way 
may have been purchased for transit and a trail, the State is NOT absolved from doing a complete 
and objective evaluation of the environmental impacts of putting Purple Line trains or buses 
along the Trail now.

The Purple Line Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an objective, 
efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit projects seeking funding under 
the Federal New Starts process".

Unfortunately, the DEIS appears to be neither objective, fair, nor complete.

The adverse environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the DEIS -- for 
all of the rail and bus alternatives that would build the Purple Line along the Georgetown 
Branch of the Capital Crescent Trail. (And given the apparent bias in this study, it causes one to 
have grave concerns about other areas of the study which are technical and not so transparent, 
such as ridership, time traveled, etc.)

Below are some specific concerns about the the Draft EIS as it relates to transit along 
the Capital Crescent Trail:

1. History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail called for a single track 
light rail because the corridor is so narrow. While there is frequent reference to the right of way 
being a former transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously ran in the 
corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a single track, and was screened by 
forest on both sides. With the Purple Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be 



replaced by two tracks and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes in 
both directions.

2. Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Remarkably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has been documented to 
have 10,000 trail uses weekly

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace and natural recreational 
trails in the years to come with Smart Growth and increasing urban density. The population of 
the Bethesda CBD will double in 15 years and these residents will need greenspace and 
recreational trails. The Trail to Georgetown is 

as of 2006, and that this number is growing rapidly. Trail users 
are of all ages, races, nationalities, and abilities. This heavy trail use is especially significant in 
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to Georgetown, and 
bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without significant risk to their tires.

already saturated and dangerous -- with accidents 
becoming common. 

Even though the right-of-way was originally purchased for transit and a trail, that doesn’t 
absolve the State from doing a complete and objective evaluation of the environmental impacts 
of putting transit in this location.

3. Loss of Forest and Trees
According to the DEIS, all the trees in the Trail right-of-way will be removed and they will not 
be replaced (section 4-22).

However, incredibly, the draft Environmental Impact Statement, fails to quantify these trees or 
weigh the impact of the loss of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the 
communities surrounding the Trail. According to the DEIS, “The delineation and surveying of 
significant trees will occur following the selection of a preferred alternative.” (section 4-62)  
This blatant omission gives the appearance of conscious bias in the DEIS, and an effort to avoid 
educating the Board, the public, elected officials, or the press regarding the significant loss of 
trees.

According to American Forests, 17 acres of tree canopy will be destroyed by the Purple 
Line. (
It would appear that these 17 acres of mature trees are part of the Coquelin Run and Rock Creek 
Park watersheds that feed into the Chesapeake Bay.  They are some of the last remaining forest 
in lower Montgomery County and they are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, 
carbon sequestration, shading the Trail, and providing a buffer for communities.

See attached American Forests’ analysis).

4. Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual renderings of the future "trail" along the light rail are seriously misleading. There 
can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide 
canopy is not supported in fact. To the contrary, when the trees in the right-of-way are removed, 
neighbors will need security and privacy fencing because their homes are very close to the rail 
and the Trail. (See Postcards, p. 130-131).



Hence, trail users will be confined inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both 
directions every three minutes. Fencing will also be necessary along the inside border of the 
Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the tracks or from crossing intentionally.
Most of the right of way will require major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level 
and tends to rise steeply or fall of precipitously. 

5. Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and abilities, small children, 
elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions, passing each other in both directions. To be 
fenced into a narrow bike lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6. Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale, North Chevy Chase, 
Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be divided by a transitway. These neighborhoods 
share the same middle school and high school. Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to 
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School, and the Leland Community 
Center, not to mention each others homes. A transitway in this location is seriously destructive 
to community cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning. Most communities are 
working to eliminate errors like this that were made in the past.

7. Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring communities. Currently there 
are many gates and open access points to the Trail.

8. Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the tracks in dangerous ways, jumping
fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for example, to cross directly to B-CC High 
School in East Bethesda, Macdonald's on East West Highway, and the Leland Center in the 
Town of Chevy Chase. Currently, there are many gates, and youth come through these regularly.

Recently there have been light rail accidents in Boston and in Phoenix, and a few months back a 
boy was killed by a CSX train in Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and reasonable location for a transitway, so close to homes and a 
popular Trail.

9. Closing the Bethesda Tunnel for Trail Users or building the Trail above the Trains in 
the Tunnel
The medium- cost light rail option of routing 10,000 trail users weekly across Wisconsin Avenue 
at grade and along Bethesda Avenue would be TOTALLY unsafe. A child was hit by a car 
crossing at Wisconsin Avenue before the Tunnel was opened ten years ago. The dangers of 
crossing Wisconsin Avenue have only increased over the years.  



The high-cost light rail option of routing trail users above the trains in the Tunnel would also 
seriously diminish the use of the Trail by everyone except perhaps high speed bikers. Families 
with children, the elderly, etc. would find the ramps at both ends and this Tunnel passage 
difficult

Renderings of the ramps have not been made that would reveal what a gross eyesore these would 
be to the community.

.

10. Parking Trains Awaiting Maintenance next to Giffords Ice Cream and the Landmark 
Theater -- or Running Buses Through There
Using the open space at Bethesda and Woodmont Avenues as a "Tail Track" for trains -- or a 
roadway for buses -- would ruin the ambiance and safety of this open space, which is an 
important amenity in the heart of downtown Bethesda.

11. Impacts on Homes and Condominiums

Thousands of residents live in homes and condominiums along the Trail.  The Purple Line will 
run less than 30 feet from some of these homes

It is disturbing that the Environmental Impact Statement does not quantify how many homes and 
condominiums would be affected by the Purple Line along the Trail, or how close the rail would 
run to these residents.  The incompleteness of this basic information gives the appearance of bias 
in the study.  For example, for comparison, how many homes would be affected by routing the 
Purple Line along Jones Bridge Road as compared with routing the Purple Line along the Trail?  
It appears that the number of residents along Jones Bridge Road is just a fraction of the number 
of residents along the Trail.  For a fair environmental comparison of the two options, this should 
be examined. 

.  See pages 130-131 of Postcards, to see photos 
of just a few of these.

There is no analysis of the impact on the property values of the homes along the corridor.

Yet a review of transit systems nationwide, conducted by Tom Autrey, staff of the Planning 
Board, found that homes adjacent to light rail systems suffer from declining home values.

Conclusion

The DEIS has not been a complete and fair study and appears to be biased in understating the 
adverse impacts of transit along the Capital Crescent Trail to both trail users and the community.
Given this apparent bias, it causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study 
which are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown Branch right of way be 
finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line. Loss of this significant, irreplaceable 
greenspace is unacceptable. Choosing this route will meet with substantial and growing 



opposition from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt any chances 
for FTA funding.

Our public officials should give a fair and more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus 
Rapid Transit route and other possible routes, such as East West Highway and the Beltway, 
including the Purple Line Loop plan. (See attached documents regarding the Purple Line 
Loop.)

There could be a tremendous regional benefit provided by a full consideration of the BRT 
alternative on Jones Bridge Road or East West Highway. This is an opportunity to provide for 
good east-west transit in the southern part of Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties in a 
cost-effective way, saving as much as $1 billion over the other alternatives, and at the same time 
addressing the transportation and traffic needs posed by the BRAC.

In the meantime, the State should also study meaningful long-term transit solutions such as 
connecting the two legs of the Red Line with a true Metro connection (not light rail) along the 
Beltway or underground to improve our existing Metro system. 

Members of the Purple Line Advisory Committee have repeatedly requested that the Board re-
examine the Purple Line Loop option, in light of BRAC, and more than 500 emails were sent to 
the Governor and the Planning Board during the BRAC comment period in early 2008, 
requesting that the State examine the Loop Plan.  

What has been lacking by County and State transit planners is the will to examine in a 
meaningful way any Purple Line alternatives other than along the Trail.  For the last twenty 
years, county and state transit planners have not weighed the real value of this community 
greenspace, the continuous natural trail, the contiguous green habitat and the irreplaceable forest 
buffer. And thus, these planners have not seen any need to find alternative transit routes.

And without the will or visionary leadership, a solution has never been fully explored. Studies of 
alternatives along the Beltway, Jones Bridge Road, and even tunneled underground have been 
given short shrift, and East West Highway has never been examined. In contrast, the Trail route 
has been studied endlessly, first as a single track trolley, and when that didn't work, expanded, to 
be painfully shoe-horned in as a double track light rail.

The Capital Crescent Trail is the jewel of Montgomery County. If the Trail between Bethesda 
and Silver Spring becomes a transit corridor, there will be less recreational greenspace available 
for this increasingly urban area, and neighborhoods will be degraded. 

Incredibly, the state claims the Purple Line along the Trail is important for "smart growth." But 
It is not smart growth to destroy our most popular community greenspace and to to clearcut a 
unique and irreplaceable swath of forest that represents an incredibly important buffer in this 
urban area. .

There has been no effort by the County or State to evaluate the importance of this Trail now or 
the need for such free recreation greenspaces in the years to come.



An absolutely ironclad principle of smart growth in urban areas is the preservation and 
enhancement of greenspace for its environmental benefits, recreation, community space, and 
habitat for plants and wildlife.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2735 DETAIL
First Name : Alexandra
Last Name : Brozena
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ABROZENA@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

County Executive Leggett,

Chairman Hanson,

Council President Andrews,

I used the trail all the time when my boyfriend's mother lived in Chevy
Chase. It was a nice walk for the two of us, gave us access to the metro
on foot (which is extremely important since parking is always limited),
and linked us to all the fun in downtown Bethesda. It's a very calming
atmosphere, and the trees are essential to this. Even though I don't use
the trail anymore, I know how many people did. It always felt safe
because so many people used it everyday, as a place to exercise, meet
up with friends, and simply get around town. There are just too few ways
we are allowed to travel by foot around the DC area, and although a
purple line would be very helpful with our overall transportation needs,
you shouldn't forget how important the ability to WALK is for developing
communities. Otherwise, we are all just strangers moving along too fast
to ever really notice one another.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1608 DETAIL
First Name : Brandon
Last Name : Bruce
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 21774
Email Address : brbruce0@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Should be a lightrail, also, why can't we add this to the current metro

system? Would be much better, and it would not bother anyone in
regards to the bike trail.



 - RECORD #3055 DETAIL
First Name : Gloria
Last Name : Bruce
Business Name :
Address : 5204 Hampden Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814-2358
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Bruce 34851.pdf (103 kb)









 - RECORD #1063 DETAIL
First Name : Marney
Last Name : Bruce
Business Name :
Address : 4541 Windsor lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : We need light rail now. Bus 'rapid transit' won't cut it and will be much

more harmful to the environment.



 - RECORD #2169 DETAIL
First Name : Marney
Last Name : Bruce
Business Name :
Address : 4541 Windsor lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. M. Bruce.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #743 DETAIL
First Name : Anabella
Last Name : Bruch
Business Name :
Address : 9409 Wadsworth Dr.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following

components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

We need this and we need it now.
Respectfully,
Anabella Bruch



 - RECORD #400 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Bruck
Business Name : Jonathan Bruck
Address : 1903 Flowering Tree Terrace
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : jonathan.bruck@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I'm a resident of Montgomery County and hope you will support a rail

version of the purple line. I live in Silver Spring, and have had to turn
down jobs in Bethesda because the metro commute was too long.



 - RECORD #217 DETAIL
First Name : Ida
Last Name : Brudnick
Business Name :
Address : 900 N. Randolph St. #717
City : Arlington
State : VA
Zip Code : 22203
Email Address : ibrudnick@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to have seen at least one of the public hearings near

metrorail.  Three were accessible by bus.  Wmata.com could not give
directions to the other.  If the bus were efficient or reliable, however, we
wouldn't need to discuss the purple line.



 - RECORD #35 DETAIL
First Name : arlene
Last Name : bruhn
Business Name :
Address : 7820 Glenbrook Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : a.p.bruhn@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Why are no times of day posted with the meeting place?  What is your

goal?  Unintentional oversight?  APB



 - RECORD #251 DETAIL
First Name : ARLENE
Last Name : BRUHN
Business Name :
Address : 7820 Glenbrook Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : a.p.bruhn@verizon.net



Submission Content/Notes : I am Arlene Bruhn.  I live at 7820 Glenbrook Road in Bethesda, 20814.
(301-986-5927)

  I examined the DEIS to learn how the Purple Line impacts the
Georgetown Branch of the trail.

I discovered the DEIS does not provide a conventional environmental
analysis for Bethesda.  Instead the writers defer to the Montgomery
County Council and explain that because the Council purchased the trail
for transit, DEIS will not discuss it.  It is therefore up to the Council to
reopen the subject.  (See DEIS, Chapter 4)

When the trail was purchased several years ago, the Council lacked
environmental knowledge.  It was then fashionable for people to
characterize environmental concerns as exaggerated rantings of tree
hugging hippies.  It was mostly thought that the trail was merely a bunch
of trees -- expendable or which could be easily replaced or located
elsewhere.

But trees are not forest.   The Georgetown Branch is, in fact, a many-
layered forest.  Urban forest has a greater impact than a grove of trees.

Forest in relation to waterways and highly paved infill communities
controls water quality.  Forest loss means more polluted runoff.
 From a biological standpoint, the Georgetown Branch controls the
quality of water flowing into local streams and Rock Creek.   It
reduces erosion and lowers water temperatures for aquatic life.

The Georgetown Branch is also part of an irreplaceable wildlife habitat
and foraging corridor providing roaming routes for birds and
animals connecting to Rock Creek.    So if the Georgetown Branch
experiences clear-cuts for light rail installation and is isolated by fencing
for safety reasons, a large group of animals and birds will be deprived of
their habitat.

Urban forest cleans our air and removes CO2.  Today we recognize that
GHG reduction is critical.  In fact, it's the focus of Governor O'Malley's
climate change initiative.

So why are we cutting down forest when Installation of light rail, even
BRT, will remove trees and effectively increase GHGs?  That's
right, increase GHGs.  Trees are the one predictable offset to GHGs.
The old trees of the Georgetown Branch sink several tons of GHGs
annually.    By removing forest, we increase GHGs.   And it's not a
linear equation.  We will also be growing heat islands by paving a 60-
foot width of the trail with asphalt.  Paving raises ambient temperatures.



So in summer adjacent apartment dwellers and home owners will crank
up their ACs as outside temperatures rise dramatically.  In other words,
what we offset in GHGs by the removal of a cars from the highway will
be effectively wiped out by increased need for AC by residents along the
rail route.

This does not add up to GHG reduction, nor does it represent effective
use of our money.

The theory is, of course,  that if we build  light rail,  the people will come.
GHGs will decline because people will leave their cars at home. The
theory is that people will come because rail or BRT will save time. It will
be fast, comfortable and efficient.

Will better transit save significant time on the Bethesda/Silver Spring
route? With stops at Connecticut Avenue and possibly Rosemary Hills,
the time savings will be  no more than five minutes.  That's right, five
minutes.  In my mind five minutes is negligible.  Even ten minutes  -- is it
worth millions?

At the end of the day, it's about tradeoffs.  The question is even if light
rail saves us five minutes per trip, will it  significantly reduce GHGs?  I
doubt it.  Is the theoretical savings in time so important that are we
prepared to sacrifice the trail -- namely the Georgetown Branch forest
and the entire ecosystem it represents?  On balance, the argument is
untenable.  A hydrogen  hybrid bus or fuel cell driven hybrid bus would
better serve our community.

Some environmental loss is inevitable, but do we really have to ruin
so much?  That's where we are pretty much headed now.    The
question
is, 'Can't we be smarter about transit ?'



 - RECORD #2714 DETAIL
First Name : Victoria A.
Last Name : Bruno
Business Name :
Address : 725 Dartmouth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : WIGGLESMAIL@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY
VICTORIA A. BRUNO, 725 DARTMOUTH AVE, SILVER SPRING, MD,
20910

Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring IF it is tunneled under downtown
Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to
Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid
significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
residential community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the
slowest, most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.
There is MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement showing that it is feasible to design a
system with tunneling for this segment so as to be cost effective for
federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel time, and
user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4 billion, which is a
quarter of a billion dollars less than the “high-investment” light rail
alternative that MTA has evaluated and only a

 fraction of the $5.2 billion cost of the Dulles Silver Line Metro project
that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved for federal
funding.  Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse impacts of
a surface route for this segment – impacts that testimonies and written
comments of others in the community have explained are not assessed
in the AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in meetings
with community representatives.  And it will make for a Purple Line that
enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the nearby
residential community.  In addition, I am opposed to an unnecessary
station at Wayne and Dale.

I am in agreement with the detailed written comments submitted by
Seven Oaks – Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.

In addition to the above, I have the following comments:

o Long trains crossing Georgia Avenue, entering the intersection of
Wayne and Fenton diagonally as a fifth stream of traffic, and passing the
entrance to the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot – on the
average of every three minutes from one direction or the other during
three-hour peak periods and at speeds of no more than 5 to 15 miles per
hour – will create even worse traffic conditions in downtown Silver
Spring than exist today and threaten the vitality of the recently revived
downtown.

o Neither a surface route through downtown Silver Spring nor a station
at Fenton Street at the new Silver Spring Library is necessary for
development downtown.  Substantial and highly successful development
so far in most sectors of the downtown over the last eight years has
been very successful with the Silver Spring Transit Center/Metro Station
only a 5-to-10-minute slow or moderate walk from all parts of the Silver
Spring CBD.  There will be a Purple Line station at the Silver Spring
Transit Center, and there will be no point in any yet undeveloped portion
of the CBD that is more than a 5-to-10-minute walk from the Silver
Spring Transit Center.  The planned Fenton Street/Library station is only
a 4-block, 6-minute walk to the Silver Spring Transit Center.  Moreover,



the downtown will not be an attractive place for shoppers and visitors if
the streets become more clogged due to an extremely slow moving train
across major streets.

o The surface route that MTA has proposed on Wayne Avenue will
bisect the community and will run on what will be the only essentially
residential road in the entire 16 miles of the project.

o A surface route on Wayne Avenue will result in widening of nearly two-
thirds of the just more than one mile of Wayne on which the Purple Line
will run from Fenton Street to the other side of Sligo Creek Parkway.
The land for the widening will come mainly from homeowners’ front
yards both within and outside of the right of way.  This widening,
primarily for long left turn lanes at signaled intersections on Wayne, will
increase the traffic capacity on Wayne and the traffic volume will grow to
fill it.  There will be more cars on Wayne with a surface Purple Line on
Wayne than without it.  Previously, the County had approved plans to
effectively narrow Wayne Avenue by replacing a lane with what was to
be the Green Trail bike path.

o The surface route will result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue
entrance to the large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle
School and Sligo Creek Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted
onto Dale Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.

o Traffic congestion will worsen with the interaction of the Purple Line
with traffic to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot and
the Wayne Avenue Garage.

o There is no demonstrated need for a station at Dale Drive.  MTA’s
projected daily station boardings figure for a station at Dale defies field
observation and common sense and is more than the number of homes,
almost all of which are single-family, within half a mile of Dale.  The
County’s data shows that there are only 4 boardings in the morning peak
hour for the Ride On #15 bus at Dale (and very few at nearby stops) and
145 at the Sligo Creek stop alone, where most of the boardings are from
high-density residential dwellings that are nearer to the next planned
Purple Line station to the east (Manchester Place) than to the Dale Drive
station.  Moreover, recently released data from MTA indicates that with
tunneling and no station at Dale, ridership for the entire Purple actually
increases significantly.  In addition, if there is a station at Dale, there will
be greatly increased noise in the community as a result of the braking of
trains,

 amplified announcements, and clanging of bells or beeping as trains
near the station.

o MTA’s traffic analysis is flawed in a number of major ways.  Not the
least of these, the analysis is based in part on an assumption that cars
can travel at 45 miles per hour on Wayne, although the speed limit on
Wayne is 30 mph, and at various times near schools, 25 mph.

As a local resident who will be directly affected, I strongly oppose an
above-ground route along Wayne Ave.  If this project is as important as
many of our public officials have stated, then it is time for each of them
to step up to the plate and do the right thing for EVERYONE, riders and
local residents alike.  It is wrong to sacrifice one for the sake of the
other.  Put it underground.



 - RECORD #1284 DETAIL
First Name : Victoria
Last Name : Bruno
Business Name :
Address : 725 Dartmouth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Victoria Bruno, V-I-C-T-O-R-I-A, B-R-U-N-O. I am a private
citizen. I live at 725 Dartmouth Avenue in downtown Silver Spring.

As I said, I live in downtown Silver Spring. I want to see our city thrive as
much as anyone. I believe in the value of public transportation.

But at a price tag of $1.5 billion, I'm astonished at the gross shortcoming
(inaudible) consideration for devastating the (inaudible) peace and
safety of our neighborhoods.

What the purple line won't do, it won't take cars off the road. By MTA's
own admissions and its own data, it indicates that just 15 to 20 percent
of the purple line riders will come from cars. - a few thousand cars will be
removed - off the roads as a result of (inaudible) I think $1.5 billion to
take a few thousand cars off the road projected out to 2030 is just
irresponsible.

It won't reduce traffic congestion. MTA says that (inaudible) is not the
primary goal. That's its only admission that it is not (inaudible) and it will
not reduce significantly traffic on the existing (inaudible)

It will only (inaudible) and the purple line will be extremely slow through
downtown Silver Spring. Again, $1.5 billion of taxpayer money to save 8
to 10 minutes over existing public transportation is just irresponsible.

What the purple line will do, it will displace existing bus lines and bus
lots, making it more difficult to get people to access public transportation.

It will increase traffic congestion, horrendous traffic congestion, on the
blocks in downtown Silver Spring.

A shared traffic line will further congest the area as trains and cars
compete for road space. This will confuse drivers and accidents will
happen. Wayne Avenue will be substantially widened to accommodate
the extra traffic lanes and the stop platforms. This widening will increase
traffic capacity on Wayne, traffic will expand to (inaudible) and Wayne
will have more cars and not fewer cars as (inaudible)

Street widening will also result in diverting more cars into the
neighborhoods. The spillover traffic is absolutely irresponsible and
unacceptable. It is not adequately controlled on neighborhood streets on
existing

(inaudible) and there are no indications there will be any guarantee to
protect the neighborhoods (inaudible) neighborhood streets.

There will be elevated noise levels on Wayne Avenue and in the
neighborhood streets that (inaudible). Two traffic and parking lanes
(inaudible) be taken away to create dedicated train lines and what was
originally intended to be a green space for the citizens (inaudible) will
instead be used for a train and a station.

All of this will result in extreme compromising of safety of our students
and the people who live in this area. I personally as a person who lives
in this area and has children in this neighborhood have a deeper
concern for the safety of the students walking to and from the
elementary school and middle school and I'm deeply concerned about
the future of (inaudible) area.

This is a private, residential area and it will only lead t private interest
development in our neighborhood.



I'd like to end by saying have attended meeting after meeting over these
many years, I have listened to everything the MTA has to say. I have
come to believe that MTA has become so invested in this effort in what
we would all hope for in a perfect world, hope for in a perfect world, but
they have lost sight of the reality.

The devastating (inaudible) and I say to our officials, please don't
(inaudible). Thank you.



 - RECORD #113 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen
Last Name : Brush
Business Name : UMCP faculty
Address : Institute for Physical Science & Technology
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20742
Email Address : p2s1859@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I have worked on the University of Maryland College Park (UMCP)

campus for 40 years as a faculty member.  I retired in 2006 but still
maintain an office there and go to the campus about once a week to get
material for my research.
      As you know the original College Park Metro Station was supposed
to be located on the UMCP campus, but because of opposition from the
administration the location was changed and is now much less
convenient for students, faculty, and staff.  The administration ignored
the views of those who wanted the station to be on campus (I was one of
them).  This was a very bad decision and we have suffered ever since
as a result.
    Now we have another opportunity to get rapid transit on our campus -
not as good as a Metro station, but certainly much better than we have
now.  I am strongly in favor of any proposed route that would have a
station on the UMCP campus.
    Again we have opposition from the UMCP administration.  Why?
Because  they fear that vibration from the trains or buses would interfere
with scientific experiments.  This is a very weak argument.  Any
experiments that are so delicate would already have been moved away
from the center of the  campus because they would be damaged by the
current heavy traffic of cars, buses, and trucks on campus.
    I asked the chairs of the Physics and Chemistry departments to
explain to me their opposition to the proposed Purple Line route, and tell
me exactly what experiments, currently being done near that route,
would be affected.  I received no reply from either of them.



 - RECORD #37 DETAIL
First Name : Heather
Last Name : Brutz
Business Name :
Address : 6010 35th Ave.
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address : brutzh@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am unable to come to any of the public meetings about the Purple Line

due to evening classes, but I wanted to give my opinion. I don't own a
car, and the Purple Line would make my life much easier. It currently
takes me between an hour to two hours to get to Bethesda from
Hyattsville. It would be much faster with the Purple Line.

Many poor people cannot afford cars. The Purple Line would greatly
help them. There are many jobs in places like Bethesda, but poor people
can't afford to live there. This would help them get to work.

Finally, I want to state my support for light rail. Buses are slow and get
stuck in the same traffic jams as cars. Right now, the bus lines that
travel between Bethesda and Silver Spring are totally full to capacity
during rush hour. Light rail would be faster and would be able to carry
more passengers. More people will want to take the light rail if they think
that they can avoid problems with traffic. That will not be true for buses.

Sincerely,
Heather M. Brutz



 - RECORD #3250 DETAIL
First Name : Alex
Last Name : Bryant
Business Name :
Address : 2208 Washington Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : alexbryant@prodigy.net
Submission Content/Notes : It can not be finish quick enough



 - RECORD #252 DETAIL
First Name : Carolyn
Last Name : Bryant
Business Name :
Address : 5206 Chandler Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT!  This is obviously the

best long-term solution, much better than part-bus, part-rail.

A small number of wealthy Chevy Chase residents should NOT be
allowed to veto the light rail solution just because it goes through their
private golf course!  --Carolyn Bryant, Bethesda



 - RECORD #2564 DETAIL
First Name : Kathy
Last Name : Bryant
Business Name :
Address : 7406 Columbia Avenue
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : KBRYANT20740@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am 100 percent in favor of Light-Rail Purple Line.  I would never, ever

use Rapid Transit or bus.



 - RECORD #3168 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Buchanan
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : wmbuchanan@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Buchanan 35742.pdf (97 kb)







 - RECORD #578 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth M.
Last Name : Buchanek
Business Name :
Address : 7917 Kentbury Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : E.BUCHANEK@RCN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O"Malley and other esteemed leaders who are

considering
the future of the Purple Line;

I live directly on the Georgetown branch of the Capital Crescent trail
and marvel at the steady stream of bobbing heads of strollers. hikers
and bikers as they pass by my window. Daily, my husband and I walk on
the trail for recreational purposes and also as a way to get to Conn.
Avenue and Bethesda for shopping. Two times per week, I take longer
walks with friends who come from DC to join me for a chance to explore
this unusual tree-lined marvel. Surprisingly, the trail gets crowded
now, without any public transit. There are times when there is hardly
enough space for all of us to make way for groups of runners and
competitive cyclists. I have witnessed a number of bizarre accidents
due to the current overcrowding. There is clearly not enough space to
think of placing a transit with 2 tracks AND place for additional
recreation in this narrow space, much less room for a 1 track transit.
I suspect faulty thinking.

Why have government studies so greatly underestimated the adverse
environmental effect that will result from cutting down the existing
trees?

Furthermore, why are you considering putting a rail in this tranquil
surround just 30' from the edge of my home when the big transportation
change coming to this area will be north of here at Naval/Walter Reed
complex? An alternate northern route has to make more sense.

Elizabeth Buchanek
7917 Kentbury Drive
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #82 DETAIL
First Name : Frank
Last Name : Buchholz
Business Name :
Address : 8814 Sundale Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : buchholzfd1@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Your web site is incomprehensible.  Please send me a detailed map of

the proposed route.



 - RECORD #1582 DETAIL
First Name : Robin
Last Name : Buck
Business Name : Robin  Buck Design
Address : 3125 Hawthorne Drive NE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20017
Email Address : robinbuck@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : The future is now.  It's time to think and BUILD a greener transportation

network.



 - RECORD #305 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen
Last Name : Buck
Business Name :
Address : 6124 Durbin Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : rowyourboat@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : Please opt for light rail and use tunnels and bridges to the degree

possible. I have no problem with your using the Capitol Crescent Trail.
And please, do not let the present economic problems influence a
project that is for 50-100 years. Saving a few millions now will just mean
spending hundreds of millions more for later fixes. And whatever
"savings" there are now by going for the cheapest option will be more
than offset by the costs in health and to the ecology by not funding mass
transit, which is always cheaper in the long run than one person per car.



 - RECORD #231 DETAIL
First Name : Jean
Last Name : Buergler
Business Name :
Address : 7207 Oakridge Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : buergler@mail.nih.gov
Submission Content/Notes : I am a resident of the Town of Chevy Chase which is doing it's best to

fight the Purple Line.  I have lived in Chevy Chase since 1989 and
FULLY SUPPORT the Puple LIne.  I want to be sure you understand
that just becuase the town is fighting this vital transportation project not
everyone in the town is against it.  I was at a Town meeting a couple of
weeks ago.  of the 15 people who spoke about the Purple Line, 13 were
against it - all of whom lived either on Elm Street or Oakridge Lane -
both streets run parallel to the proposed Purple Line & would obviously
be directly affected by the trains running behind their property.  (What
were they thinking when they bought their properties????? It's not like
the easment hasn't been there for a LOOOOONG time).  Two of us
spoke FOR the Purple line.  Both of us live on Oakridge Ave.  No one
else from the town showed up at this meeting besides the Town Council
members.  I'm not sure what that means but I do NOT think it means that
they are against the Purple Line. I think it means they are not concerned
one way or the other.  I just want to be sure you understand that just
because the Town of Chevy Chase is spending hundreds of thousands
of dollars to try to prevent the Purple Line from coming along the
Georgetown Branch abutting the town, that everyone in the town is
against it.  I FuLLY support the construction of the Purple Line to ease
parking in Bethesda, to reduce traffic through the East - West corridor,
and to reduce greenhouse gasses produced by the millions of cars that
travel back & forth to work each day.



 - RECORD #1 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Bullock
Business Name :
Address : 651 Azalea Drive
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address : bfb20706@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : Of the alternatives being considered or the purple line (i.e. light rail and

rapid bus lines), light rail is a much more sensible alternative.  Although
the initial costs are higher (tracks, electricity, etc., Light rail cars are not
susceptible to traffic tie-ups that we know already exist.  They are a
cleaner mode of transportation, being powered by electricity (which CAN
be bought from clean sources).  Light rail is also cheaper to operate, as
the cost per unit energy for electricity is lower than that of liquid fuels.
Their drivetrains are also cheaper to maintain, due to fewer internal
moving parts.  As for rider participation, it is well documented that people
prefer trains (light or heavy) to busses.  I know that I, for one, have no
problem riding Metro, but will not ride the bus, given the choice between
the bus and my car.

When performing your cost/benefit analysis.  Please keep these factors
in mind.  I would say that the most important factor to weigh should be
the likelyhood of continuing ridership...people making the CHOICE to
ride the Purple Line over using their personal vehicles.  That will be the
true measure of success for the Purple line.

Sincerely,
Brian



 - RECORD #1641 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Bullock
Business Name :
Address : 3130 63rd Ave.
City : Cheverly
State : MD
Zip Code : 20785
Email Address : bfb20706@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : This line should be built sooner than later.  Personally, I would have

preferred the Purple Line to ICC, but since the ISS is already underway,
the Purple Line should be the region's next transportation priority.
Thereshould be light rail.  Although a light rail system would cost more to
build, it is more likely to be successful due to the on-time reliability of
light rail systems and lack of susceptibility to traffic and weather
conditions.  Additionally, studies have shown that, in general, people
prefer trains to buses.



 - RECORD #3209 DETAIL
First Name : Michon
Last Name : Bunch
Business Name :
Address : 5061 New Hampshire Ave NW, #303
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20011
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. This line would be so

convenient.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Michon Bunch.pdf (117 kb)





 - RECORD #155 DETAIL
First Name : Malcolm
Last Name : Bund
Business Name :
Address : 6615 Radnor Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : MBUND@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Malcolm Bund

6615 Radnor Road

Bethesda, MD 20817

301-320-1611 and cell phone 301-346-6181

mbund@verizon.net

Dear: Governor Martin O’Malley, County Executive Isiah Leggett,
Chairman Royce Hanson, Council President Mike Knapp, MTA Planning
Director Diane Ratcliff

Subject: Please preserve the Crescent Trail!

I live in Bethesda and use the trail like 10,000 other people (guess). I
walk and bike ride on the Trail in safe and quiet manner and feel calm
and grateful that, as an urban dweller, I have this serene opportunity.

Surely there is a better way to accomplish the people moving needs of
the County than run a train or bus along the Capital Crescent Trail.

I, along with thousands of other Trail users, would tempted to move to
Virginia (or Montana) if area surrounding the mature forest is destroyed
for a light rail Purple Line.

I urge you to seek transit solutions that preserve our quality of life and
protect our valuable environmental resources by putting the Purple Line
either underground or in another location.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Malcolm Bund

Malcolm Bund, Managing Director

Bengur Bryan LLC

mbund@verizon.net

Office: 301-320-1611

Cell: 301-346-6181



 - RECORD #1616 DETAIL
First Name : Chatkan
Last Name : Bunnag
Business Name :
Address : 9017 Garland Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : thebaddog@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line would do wonders for the regional traffic and commuting

problems.  It would give myself and many of my neighbors out of our
cars.  Currently, it takes a long time to go from this area to
Rockville/Shady Groove by metro because we have to go all the way
into the city before going out to our destinations (30-45 minute car ride
versus a 1.5 hour metro ride). The problem I see with the current plan is
parking along the purple line.  Will there be parking garages/area for
people?  How about adding biking/scooter parking spots in a protected
area? Or do you see a more sophisticated bus system to feed these
lines?



 - RECORD #2129 DETAIL
First Name : Andres
Last Name : Buonanno
Business Name :
Address : E. Parkhill Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : buonanno@mail.nih.gov
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Diane,

We need a light rail purple line, and not a modified substitute using
buses.
I am a Bethesda resident. Pollution, and to a greater extent congestion,
are already unbearable in Bethesda. We simply cannot afford to have
more vehicles on our roads, irrespective if it is special designated lanes
for specialized buses.

A LIGHT RAIL SYSTEM is the only option that makes sense, and any
decision to use the buses based on saving some dollars now is short
cited.



 - RECORD #3200 DETAIL
First Name : Andres
Last Name : Buonanno
Business Name :
Address : 9235 Parkhill
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : andres.buonanno@rcn.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Buonanno 35871.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #2228 DETAIL
First Name : Patricia
Last Name : Burda
Business Name :
Address : 4108 Woodbine Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wrttn Tstmny. P. Burda.pdf (1 mb)





 - RECORD #1772 DETAIL
First Name : Aaron
Last Name : Burger
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : wburglett@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Aaron Burger and I am a sophomore at Montgomery Blair

High School , and a frequent user of public transportation in Montgomery
County. My family lives in Chevy Chase.

I am writing because in addition to supporting the Purple Line
adamantly, I would like to know if there is any place for me in the
process of making it a reality. For the last few years I have become more
and more dependent on the Montgomery County Public Transportation
and Metro's rail and bus systems. I also have experience as a cyclist
and use the trails in Montgomery County to get to places as far away as
Clarksburg. This independence came as a result of the higher gas prices
and my father's reluctance to drive me to activities.

Because I attend the math and science magnet program at Blair, my
friends are spread across the county in every corner. Due to my use of
public transportation to get to their houses, I feel I began to gain an
understanding of the layout of the entire county. I wrote this article for
the Montgomery County Gazette detailing my experiences:
http://www.gazette.net/stories/08202008/montcol175306_32481.shtml . I
can even construct scaled maps of Montgomery County (with most
major roads and areas included) from memory.

In addition to the Purple Line, I would also be interested in any summer
internship programs --paid or unpaid--at MTA. I have already
participated in information handouts at metro stations but would like to
go further.



 - RECORD #2790 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Burgett
Business Name :
Address : 5443 Mohican Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816-2173
Email Address : DWBURGETT@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I urge the Planning Board, County Council, and all who have a role in

the
Purple Line decision to preserve the Crescent Trail solely for recreation.
It is a unique and priceless resource -- a lengthy and nearly-pristine
pedestrian and bicycle trail in the midst of a dense urban/suburban
community, easily accessible to hundreds of thousands of residents.  It
is
the kind of resource that is impossible to create today -- it can only be
preserved where it already exists.

I do not discount the transportation need, but the alternatives are viable
and any disadvantages are well worth the benefits of the Trail.



 - RECORD #3170 DETAIL
First Name : Eric
Last Name : Burka
Business Name :
Address : 7107 45th St.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : eric@Jburkastudios.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Burka 35756.pdf (126 kb)







 - RECORD #2484 DETAIL
First Name : Kristin
Last Name : Burka
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KRISTIN@BURKASTUDIOS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to ask that you please consider alternatives to the light rail

option on the Trail. We moved from DC to our house in the Town of
Chevy
Chase so that we could be close to the city but also be a couple of
blocks from the Trail. We have three small children who walk with their
Grandmother to McDonalds via the Trail every Sunday. We bike and
walk our dogs on the Trail many times a week. Losing this wonderful
piece on nature would be very
sad for us and our children. There are other options please consider
them.

If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10¹
from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10¹ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster and no doubt would pose a threat to the children
living so close to a light rail line.



 - RECORD #2500 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : Burke
Business Name :
Address : 6 Wessex Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : JBURKE@S-3.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Chairman, ike.leggett@montgomerycountymd.gov; Phil

Andrews, Montgomery County Council President, at
councilmember.andrews@montgomerycountymd.gov; and Diane
Ratcliff, MTA Director of Planning, at Purpleline@mtamaryland.com.

I am a resident of Sligo Park Hills in Silver Spring, adjacent to downtown
at the end of Sligo Avenue.  I am also employed by Social & Scientific
Systems, Inc., an established Silver Spring large business and employer
and work in downtown Silver Spring.  I strongly support building the
Purple Line. This vital east-west connection will reduce automobile
traffic, improve access to employment centers along the route, and,
most important, further commercial revitalization centered in downtown
Silver Spring. I also support a light rail transit mode that follows the
Georgetown Branch right-of-way into Silver Spring along the CSX right-
of-way and proceeds directly into the new Paul S. Sarbanes Transit
Center, currently under construction in downtown Silver Spring.

Silver Spring is in need of an east-west transportation solution.
Attempting to cross Silver Spring, going east or west, by car has become
a problem at all times of the day.  It often takes anywhere from 15 to 25
minutes to travel 1 mile.  Adding cars or buses will only exacerbate the
problems.  The economic costs of the gridlock are enormous and
threaten the future development of Silver Spring.  I am constantly
concerned that large employers will leave the Silver Spring area if
infrastructure investments do not keep up with population growth. This
investment in our community, though large, would ensure growth and
prosperity for the local area and region.

Thanks for your time and consideration.



 - RECORD #553 DETAIL
First Name : Malcolm
Last Name : Burke
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MALCOLM.BURKE@MAIL.DOC.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : urge State and Montgomery County officials not to route the Purpleline

along the Georgetown Branch Trail. This trail is a jewel of the County
and should not be destroyed. I favor a rapid-bus transit line along
roadways, with a route along Jones Bridge Road to the expanded
medical center.

Malcolm Burke



 - RECORD #2989 DETAIL
First Name : Melissa
Last Name : Burke
Business Name :
Address : 6 Wessex Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. No bus! Light rail only.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Melissa Burke.pdf (477 kb)







 - RECORD #2455 DETAIL
First Name : Joe
Last Name : Burkhart
Business Name :
Address : 7102 Lenhart Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JOE.BURKHART@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Officials, County Executives and Council

President Andrews:

I am writing to voice my strong support for the preservation of the Capital
Crescent Trail. I can't imagine replacing a neighborhood and community
treasure with an environmentally damaging Metro Rail line.

My family lives off Beach Drive and the trail is not only an enjoyable
route for us to walk and bike, but a lifeline to Bethesda by foot. Please
consider all of the Montgomery County residents who would be
ill affected by a closure of the trail and massive new construction.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else. Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2405 DETAIL
First Name : Shannon
Last Name : Burkhart
Business Name :
Address : 7102 Lenhart Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : SBURKHART2004@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Officials, County Executives and Council

President Andrews:

I am writing to voice my strong support for the preservation of the Capital
Crescent Trail. I can't imagine replacing a neighborhood and community
treasure with an environmentally damaging Metro Rail line. My family
lives off Beach Drive and the trail is not only an enjoyable route for us to
walk and bike, but a lifeline to Bethesda by foot. Please consider all of
the Montgomery County residents who would be ill affected by a closure
of the trail and massive new construction.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #963 DETAIL
First Name : Dan
Last Name : Burnett, MD, MPH
Business Name :
Address : 4709 North Chelsea Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : DANDS92@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley and other representatives,

I use the Capital Crescent Trail regularly as both a recreational outlet
and as a means to accomplish green and health-promoting commutes
from the Bethesda area to both the Silver Spring area and to the
Downtown DC area.  It is truly a gem which I urge you to _not_ destroy
with a poorly thought out Purple Line

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is an incredible urban resource with tranquility and natural
beauty. If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees
surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or
buses would pass about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes.
It would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each
other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.  I urge you to pursue the best long-term solution…consistent
with the original forethought of the wonderful DC Metro system…an
underground Purple Line along the route of either Jones Bridge Road or
I-495.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Dan Burnett, MD, MPH
4709 North Chelsea Lane
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #2928 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Burnett
Business Name :
Address : Windsor Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : susanbb24@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Elected Officials,

I realize this must be a very hard decision for you as I know I have
struggled with making my decision, too.  But when I think that the trail
may not be open to me and my family walking or biking through this
otherwise HIGHLY congested area, I become very upset and sad.

I know that the train will help relieve some of that congestion, but there is
no provision for an alternative biking/walking trail that is even remotely
safe and/or desirable.  A trail along side the train would be too narrow,
too noisy; we might as well use East/West Highway for all the peace and
safety the train trail would provide.

Please keep the trail as wonderful and peaceful and useful as it is.
Using the Jones Bridge option would be better, and it could link in more
of the Bethesda urban areas of the Woodmont Triangle and continue to
the Elm Street area.

We are very appreciative of the time you all have put into this
controversial issue.



 - RECORD #2000 DETAIL
First Name : Maya
Last Name : Burns
Business Name :
Address : 4804 Morgan Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : MAYA.IAN99@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sirs/Madams:

Please note my family's strong objection to light rail trains and the
destruction of the Capital Crescent Trail.  Rapid transit buses are
cheaper, faster, better for the environment, and better for long-term
growth.

Do not cave in to the developers.  We do not need another shopping
center development, the existing ones are not at capacity.



 - RECORD #1097 DETAIL
First Name : Leah
Last Name : Burnside
Business Name :
Address : 2105 Hermitage Road
City : Wheaton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Pope_Margaret Comment Cards.pdf (68 kb)





 - RECORD #2284 DETAIL
First Name : Dallas
Last Name : Burtraw
Business Name :
Address : 7407 Birch Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Burtraw_Dallas.pdf (71 kb)





 - RECORD #3373 DETAIL
First Name : Business
Last Name : Owner
Business Name : Business Owner
Address : Business Owner
City : Riverdale
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to see a report on the consideration of running the Purple

line on the other side of Riverdale rd.  Doing this will save numerous
business’s and roads.  The other side of the road would have less
impact of the livelihood of thousands of families.  We do not want the
streets of 67th Ave and 66th Ave impacted.



 - RECORD #989 DETAIL
First Name : Wilfried
Last Name : Busse
Business Name :
Address : 6415 Shadow Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : WILB1947@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss20to the surrounding communities and
to trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Wilfried Busse
6415 Shadow Rd.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1617 DETAIL
First Name : Lucas
Last Name : Bussey
Business Name :
Address : 3321 Sir Thomas Dr
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address : lrbussey@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would definitely be for a light rail line for the proposed purple line. It

would make it more efficient and time-saving to get around in the silver
spring/rockville/bethesda area. Right now it is very difficult to get around
quickly and the Purple line in combination with the ICC will make
commuting in the silver spring area much more enjoyable and will help
local business thrive.



 - RECORD #1560 DETAIL
First Name : Lisa
Last Name : Byrne
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : A light rail purple line would make it easier for me to take advantage of

lower rents in the Glenmont area while working in the Bethesda area.



 - RECORD #2786 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Cahill-Tully
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SUSAN.CAHILL-TULLY@LONGANDFOSTER.COM
Submission Content/Notes : There is no good that would come of placing the purple line where the

Capitol Crescent Trail exists.  It is unfair and extremely short sided that
the state of Maryland would impose this on our community.  The bus
service that runs to and from Bethesda/ Silver Spring is one I use on a
regular basis and it runs smoothly. Please have the courage, wisdom
and vision to find an alternative to putting the purple line on the Capitol
Crescent Trail.  It will ruin one of the best assets of our community…one
of the prime reasons I moved into my neighborhood.



 - RECORD #2795 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Cahill-Tully
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SCTULLY@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I do not have the time to be eloquent but I do not want to regret not

taking the time to share a few quick thoughts with you about the Capitol
Crescent Trail.

1. The obvious...it is wonderful greenspace and should not be destroyed
for a purple line that IS NOT NEEDED...hello? Where is Al Gore when
we need him? In the day and age when we should all be concerned
about our environment the bright and wise politicians of Montgomery
County are going to ruin our precious trail with a purple line.

2. This trail is used by the young, old and in between.
...all cultures
...all sexes
...all ages
...all animals, plants and minerals

3. This trail is used for
...commuting to school
...commuting for work
...commuting to the store
...recreation
...exercise programs
etc.etc.etc

4. As a real estate agent I can tell you first hand that many clients move
to this area because of the easy access to the trail.The trail is one of the
positive aspects of the community. I believe the purple line will hurt the
value of the community and as well as the value of the real estate in it's
immediate path. For the record, my home is not near the trail.

5.Where is the money going to come from to fund the Purple Line?
...our school budget?
...increased taxes?
...more speed cameras?
...HOW ABOUT YOUR SALARIES?

Find another solution for the perceived transportation problem from
Silver Spring to Bethesda....
..I use the current bus route without any problem..As someone who uses
that route frequently to make a living ,there is not that much congestion
compared to other areas. Again, the bus route works great.
I would love to know how many people have complained about that
simple easy bus route.

I will look forward to voting against all of you should your vote for the
purple line be yes.

Thank you for your time,



 - RECORD #1039 DETAIL
First Name : Colyn
Last Name : Cain
Business Name :
Address : 4309 Kentbury Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : COLYN67@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I live in East Bethesda with my husband and two daughters. We live
within close proximity to the Capital Crescent Trail and use it weekly for
family walks. We chose to live where we do partly because there are
green spaces like the trail that offer tranquility and natural beauty amid
urban surroundings. Placing Light Rail trains on the Capital Crescent
Trail will destroy everything we enjoy about the trail. I feel the Purple
Line DEIS statement failed to truly assess the impact of clear-cutting 17
acres of precious trees within an urban setting and also failed to properly
assess the impact on the residents that live on and near the trail. My
husband and I fear running Light Rail trains through our neighborhood
every three minutes will destroy the quiet respite of our tree lined street.
I had hoped to maintain an active lifestyle with my young daughters for
many years by walking and biking on the Capital Crescent Trail. If the
Purple Line exists in the form of Light Rail trains running along the
Capital Crescent Trail we may be forced to abandon the house and
neighborhood we dearly love.

Sincerely,

Colyn Cain, PhD
4309 Kentbury Drive
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #1776 DETAIL
First Name : Michael Calabrese and
Last Name : Barbara Pape
Business Name :
Address : 4809 Drummond Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CALABRESE@NEWAMERICA.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Representatives:

The proposed Purple Line connection between New Carolton and
Bethesda is needed and supported by Bethesda communities.  But it
does not have to be built on the Capital Crescent Trail and should not be
built on the Capital Crescent Trail.  Even if the loss of the Trail as a
natural asset is ignored, building the Purple Line on the Trail will not take
as many cars off our highways as other alternatives will, will cost more to
build than other alternatives and will cost more to use than other
alternatives.

We are both very active in local politics -- and we will mobilize our
neighbors' pocketbooks and shoe leather against you if you support this
anti-environmental crusade against the Crescent Trail.  It's ludicrous that
a Democrat would even consider destroying the one rails-to-trails
corridor in our area that facilitate both bicycle commuting (reducing
traffic and oil consumption) and outdoor exercise that can accomodate
families and citizens of any age.  Indeed, whether or not this debate
drags on, we urge you to complete the paving of a bike lane between
Wisconsin Ave and Connecticut -- the entire Crescent is smooth and
safe (with a lane lines) from Georgetown to Wisconsin Ave, but not
beyond!

Almost every day we use the trail to commute by bike to work, and to
exercise. Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages,
races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1914 DETAIL
First Name : Joseph B.
Last Name : Callahan
Business Name :
Address : 4654 Upton Street, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address : JCALLAHAN@PPWASHDC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Please don’t take away the trail.  KEEP THE “PURPLE PEOPLE
EATER” AWAY - I’m a husband and father of 3 very active boys that
depend on a safe trail for biking and running and enjoying safety in a
busy area.

The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird
watchers, families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and
from school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come
from all around the region.

If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither
safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow
bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental
and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3061 DETAIL
First Name : Angela Calle, Jaime Henriquez and
Last Name : Robert Eckert
Business Name :
Address : 9241 Three Oaks Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 21401
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Henriquez 35040.pdf (63 kb)





 - RECORD #56 DETAIL
First Name : Leon
Last Name : Calomiris
Business Name :
Address : 4408 Jones Bridge Rd.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : leospartiate@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : As a 14 year resident of Jones Bridge Rd.,  I think we have been

burdened enough.  NIH and Bethesda Naval have become bunkers and
all the traffic has spilled over onto Jones Bridge and Rockville Pike.
Once Walter Reed comes it will get worse.  Now you want to put a bus
service that will clutter 2 lanes of a 4 lane street. I will definitely oppose
this as do most of my neighbors!



 - RECORD #1028 DETAIL
First Name : Leon
Last Name : Calomiris
Business Name :
Address : 4408 Jones Bridge Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : LEOSPARTIATE@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

As a 15 year resident of Jones Bridge Rd., I would like to voice my
objection to the proposed light rail (purple line) on Jones Bridge Rd.
During my residence, I have already witnessed increased traffic due to
the fencing off of NIH and Bethesda Naval Hospital.  Traffic already
spills out onto Jones Bridge Rd. while commuters are waiting to get
through check points.  This starts at 6 am.  I imagine when Walter Reed
moves in, the traffic will get exponentially worse.  I'm against the purple
line in general, fearing it will bring more congestion, noise, and crime
into an already congested area but a bus line will make it unbearable.
The residents of Jones Bridge Rd. and its side streets have shouldered
a big enough burden over the years.   Please don't make matters worse
for us.  Thank you.

                                                                           Leon Calomiris
                                                                           4408 Jones Bridge Rd
                                                                           Bethesda, Md.  20814
                                                                           301-718-8509
                                                                            leospartiate@yahoo.com



 - RECORD #917 DETAIL
First Name : Gary
Last Name : Cameron
Business Name :
Address : 604 Woodside Pkwy
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GCPHOTO1@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : TO:
Dianne Ratliff
Director of Planning
MTA

FROM: Gary A. Cameron
Homeowner, 604 Woodside Pkwy., Silver Spring

Ms. Ratliff:

I am submitting the following comments to be included in the complete
record of the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring, if it is TUNNELED UNDER
DOWNTOWN SILVER SPRING and a HALF MILE OF WAYNE
AVENUE from Cedar Street to Mansfield Road through the adjacent
neighborhood so as to avoid significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the
downtown, and the community of a surface route that will otherwise
likely to be the slowest, most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of
the system.

Ms. Ratliff, my key points are that WITHOUT this tunneling, especially in
the area of Georgia Avenue, the situation is going to worsen, NOT
improve. At rush hour peaks, and those hours are extending every year,
trains crossing Georgia Avenue on the average of every 3 minutes will
back up traffic even further than what exists now. PLEASE, someone,
physically go out and sit in Georgia Avenue/Fenton, Colesville Rd.
north/south, east-west  traffic during rush hour peaks and see what is
there now, AND THEN add surface trains and the back up they will
cause. This is not an improvement. These light rail trains must be under
ground.

Another key road is Wayne, IF surface light rail is allowed. Widening
Wayne, and NOT going underground, is just going to add more traffic
volume. Keep the light rail underground here too.

I have lived on Woodside Pkwy. since 1984. The improvements of
downtown Silver Spring have really helped our community in so many
ways. But there are MANY things that should remain the same to retain
that community. Above ground light rail is going to be an incredibly brutal
division on Wayne Avenue. Also, I have seen children in my community
and on our street for years from the old Blair H.S. to the new elementary
and middle schools. Building a station on Dale Drive near and around
these kids cannot be in their best interest. How can the MTA guarantee
that during construction, and after, that children walking to and from
school will not be harmed? Go underground.

Please, if the MTA is going to build a Purple Line, build it RIGHT! Go
underground, under Georgia, under Wayne and past the schools. Long
after we are gone, and the light rail exists, we will be measured on this
project.

Sincerely yours,
Gary Cameron
604 Woodside Pkwy.
Silver Spring



 - RECORD #3113 DETAIL
First Name : Arch
Last Name : Campbell
Business Name :
Address : 11 East Kirke Street
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : arch.campbell@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Campbell 35424.pdf (87 kb)







 - RECORD #809 DETAIL
First Name : Kirk
Last Name : Campbell
Business Name :
Address : 5225 Pooks Hill Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : KIRKCRUACHAN@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hi Ms. Diane Ratcliff,

I am a Bethesda resident and support the construction of the Purple Line
for a number of reasons.

I believe it will be a clean alternative to commuting by car, will relieve
traffic congestion, and will facilitate travel between Bethesda and many
points eastward around the beltway.

Kirk Campbell
5225 Pooks Hill Rd, Apt 521N
Bethesda, MD 20814

For change you can participate in--
Join me and run a marathon with Iqraa (Read):
www.marathoncharitypartners.org



 - RECORD #1611 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Campbell
Business Name :
Address : 4601 Windsor Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : mgcampbell@mmcanby.com
Submission Content/Notes : I understand that when the railroad abandoned the path now used for

the Capital Crescent Trail, there was a reservation of rights to return the
path to a rail line.  But times have changed. Green space is more limited
and people are seeking places to get outside and exercise.  The trail is a
valuable asset for walkers, joggers and bikers.  By constructing a rail line
on the trail you will destroy that asset.  Build the rapid bus line instead.
(I live 2 blocks from Jones Bridge Road.)



 - RECORD #3030 DETAIL
First Name : Tereza
Last Name : Campos
Business Name :
Address : 8104 Tahona Dr. #110
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am in disagreement with the Purple Line because it will increase the

rents in the apartment we live in. We don’t have many resources and the
most impacted are the ones with scarce resources. Please keep in mind
our necessities. Thanks.

Attachments : Tereza_Campos.pdf (43 kb)





 - RECORD #920 DETAIL
First Name : Kenneth P.
Last Name : Cantor
Business Name :
Address : 708 Bonifant St.
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910-5534
Email Address : KENCANTOR@EARTHLINK.NET



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY
KENNETH P. CANTOR, 708 BONIFANT ST., SILVER SPRING, MD
20910-5534.

Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning

Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am a strong supporter of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid
transit, through my community of Silver Spring if it is tunneled under
downtown Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar
Street to Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to
avoid significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the slowest,
most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.  There is
MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement suggesting that it is feasible to design
a system with tunneling for this segment as to be cost effective for
federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel time, and
user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4 billion, which is
considerably lower than the “high-investment” light rail alternative that
MTA has assessed and the $5.2 billion Dulles Silver Line Metro project
that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved for federal
funding.  Moreover, a tunnel under the CBD of Silver Spring will
eliminate the many adverse impacts of a surface route for this segment
– impacts that testimonies and written comments of others in the
community have explained are not assessed in the AA/DEIS, even those
previously mentioned by MTA in meetings with community
representatives.  And it will make for a Purple Line that enhances the
entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the nearby community.

I wish to add the following points, each of which shows a disadvantage
for the surface option or an advantage for tunneling, and collectively
demonstrate the destructive effects to the downtown Silver Spring
community of the surface option for the Purple Line.

My current (automobile) commute takes me south on Georgia Avenue
through the CBD of Silver Spring during the evening rush hour.
Currently, without a Purple Line grade crossing, there are inordinate
delays on this route during rush hour.  Trains crossing Georgia Avenue,
entering the intersection of Wayne and Fenton diagonally as a fifth
stream of traffic, and passing the entrance to the Whole Foods shopping
center parking lot – on the average of every three minutes from one
direction or the other during three-hour peak periods and at speeds of no
more than 5 to 15 miles per hour – will create much worse traffic
conditions in downtown Silver Spring than exist today and threaten the
vitality of the recently revived downtown.

There is no demonstrated need for a station at Dale Drive.  MTA’s
projected daily station boardings figure for a station at Dale defies field



observation and common sense and is more than the number of homes,
almost all of which are single-family, within half a mile of Dale.  The
County’s data shows that there are only 4 boardings in the morning peak
hour for the Ride On #15 bus at Dale (and very few at nearby stops) and
145 at the Sligo Creek stop alone, where most the boardings are from
high-density residential dwellings that are nearer to the next planned
Purple Line station to the east (Manchester Place) than to the Dale Drive
station.  Moreover, recently released data from MTA suggests that with
tunneling and no station at Dale, ridership for the entire Purple actually
increases significantly.  Thus, MTA's own data show clearly that a Dale
Drive station, practical only if the surface option is taken, is not needed.

A surface route on Wayne Avenue will result in widening of nearly two-
thirds of the just more than one mile of Wayne on which the Purple Line
will run from Fenton Street to the other side of Sligo Creek Parkway.
The land for the widening will come mainly from homeowners’ front
yards both within and outside of the right of way.  This widening,
primarily for long left turn lanes at signaled intersections on Wayne, will
increase the traffic capacity on Wayne and the traffic volume will grow to
fill it.  There will be more cars on Wayne with a surface Purple Line on
Wayne than without it.  Previously, the County had approved plans to
effectively narrow Wayne Avenue by replacing a lane with what was to
be the Green Trail bike path.

The surface route will result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue
entrance to the large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle
School and Sligo Creek Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted
onto Dale Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.

Traffic congestion will worsen with the interaction of the Purple Line with
traffic to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot and the
Wayne Avenue Garage.

MTA’s traffic analysis is flawed in a number of major ways.  Among
these, the analysis is based in part on an assumption that cars can
travel at 45 miles per hour on Wayne, although the speed limit on
Wayne is 30 mph, and at various times near schools, 25 mph.



 - RECORD #3361 DETAIL
First Name : Fred
Last Name : Cappa
Business Name :
Address : 8720 Leonard Dr
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : fredcappa@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : for project newsletter



 - RECORD #3024 DETAIL
First Name : Wilfredo
Last Name : Cardona
Business Name :
Address : 2112 Lewesdale
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Translated:

About the purple line, it benefits us so much because we will be able to
travel from one place of the project to another which us very important.

Attachments : Wilfredo_Cardone.pdf (28 kb)





 - RECORD #1492 DETAIL
First Name : Glenn L.
Last Name : Carle
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GSCARLE@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Sirs:

I ride on the Crescent Trail 5-6 times a week, for 5-6 hours, biking about
50 miles.  The trail, its quiet, its green, and its beauty, is one of the
reasons I moved to Bethesda, and one of the attributes that make the
community more than a mass of modern, bloodless, and cold buildings,
lacking soul and making the community too much like Northern Virginia.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda
and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing
strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual cyclists,
teens
going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail
users
come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line
is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for

Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’
from
trains or buses. It would be an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous
natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational opportunities that
cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to
preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so
that
we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Glenn L. Carle

Tel. 301-760-7351



 - RECORD #1493 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GSCARLE@COMCAST.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,
MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it’s important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Your Address



 - RECORD #68 DETAIL
First Name : LaMar
Last Name : Carlson
Business Name : Joan Alderman
Address : PO Box 1665
City : Olney
State : MD
Zip Code : 20830
Email Address : lctdbd@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I own one of the proposed houses along the Lyttonsville/Brookville 2

proposed route which would put the tracks 4 feet from my back door.  I
haven't been to any of the meetings, can you send me any information
or packets that are available?



 - RECORD #85 DETAIL
First Name : LAMAR
Last Name : CARLSON
Business Name :
Address : 8815 LEONARD DRIVE
City : SILVER SPRING
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : LCTDBD@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : LYTTONSVILLE/BROOKVILLE 2

CFG-03-03
My home is 8815 Leonard Drive, Silver Spring.  If you take 15 feet of my
back yard, you will be 4 feet from my home.
Please give me a call
301-713-3405 x 194
thanks
LaMar Carlson



 - RECORD #2704 DETAIL
First Name : Ira and Kitty
Last Name : Carnahan
Business Name :
Address : 4119 Aspen Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : IRA_CARNAHAN@TROWEPRICE.COM
Submission Content/Notes : We are writing to express our strong opposition to the proposal to build a

rail line along the Capital Crescent Trail.

We use the trail regularly and, like so many our neighbors, value it
greatly.

We believe that developing the trail it to put in a rail line would a costly
mistake. It would adversely affect the character of our neighborhood, it
would be environmentally harmful, and it would be extremely expensive.

We urge you to please consider other, less harmful alternatives.



 - RECORD #1897 DETAIL
First Name : Ursula
Last Name : Carpenter
Business Name :
Address : 4797 Crescent Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : URSULACARPENTER@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Please don't deprive us of our beloved and much-needed Capital
Crescent Trail!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2346 DETAIL
First Name : Stephen and Wendy
Last Name : Carpenter-Israel
Business Name :
Address : 8609 Darby Place
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : BROKER@BUYERSAGENT.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, Mr. Leggett & Planning Board Members et al.

We have lived in the West Bethesda Community for our whole lives - we
are both now 49. We attended Walt Whitman HS in the 70's and have
seen our community grow in so many positive ways. We have been in
the real estate and construction businesses throughout our careers and
have intimate knowledge of the community and have enjoyed the trail
since way back when it was still "The Tracks".

We agree with and understand the need to move people efficiently
around the area but would like to chime in and say that even in the most
difficult of financial times we should not be short sighted in our decisions
about the areas long term needs and prospects. We hope that you will
consider the idea that spending the money(borrowing) now to build an
underground Purple Line will provide the maximum benefit for the
longest possible term with the least amount of damage to the
environment and to the widely used Trail.



 - RECORD #275 DETAIL
First Name : Cathy
Last Name : Carr
Business Name :
Address : 805 Dale Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I live on Dale Drive just south of Colesville Rd in the downtown Silver

Spring area.  Traffic has increased greatly in the 15 years I've lived here.
I support the Purple Line because we need all the help we can get in
reducing traffic and providing transportation options.



 - RECORD #340 DETAIL
First Name : Peggy
Last Name : Carr
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : theupdrops@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the light rail option for the Purple Line and am

disgusted with Chevy Chase/ country club opposition.  What a narrow
minded position !

Peggy Carr

Bethesda



 - RECORD #873 DETAIL
First Name : Steve
Last Name : Carrier
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : STEPHANPCARRIER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

Please use buses for the purple line instead of destroying the Capital
Crescent Trail.  I  believe in public transportation, but not at the expense
of our parks, especially when the parks can be saved so easily and
economically.   As Montgomery County grows, our quality of life will
depend on saving parks, not destroying them.

Steve Carrier



 - RECORD #671 DETAIL
First Name : William J.
Last Name : Carrington, Ph.D.
Business Name : Bates White, LLC
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : WILLIAM.CARRINGTON@BATESWHITE.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Gov. O’Malley:

I think the purple line would be a great addition to the transportation
options in Maryland.

William J. Carrington, Ph.D.
Principal
Bates White, LLC
(p) (202) 747-1121
(c) (202) 415-1939
(f) (202) 408-7838



 - RECORD #2390 DETAIL
First Name : William and Patricia
Last Name : Carrington
Business Name :
Address : 5500 Cornish Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : THECARRINGTONS@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it’s important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1746 DETAIL
First Name : Ginger & John
Last Name : Carroll
Business Name :
Address : 9210 Crosby Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : CARROLL.JG@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Our family supports these conclusions of the Montgomery County

Planning Department staff:

* Use the Georgetown Branch alignment between Bethesda and Silver
Spring
* Only rail can carry the heavy passenger loads foreseen for the Purple
Line
* Include a stop integrated with the new Silver Spring library
* Complete the trail as part of the project

We hope you agree and will work to move the Light Rail Purple Line
into construction on the swiftest possible timeline.



 - RECORD #311 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Carroll
Business Name :
Address : 9210 CROSBY RD
City : SILVER SPRING
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910-1522
Email Address : CARROLL.JG@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the MTA should
change the designs of all light rail options to support a trail within the
Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Built Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

John Carroll
9210 CROSBY RD
SILVER SPRING, MD 20910-1522



 - RECORD #1957 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Carroll
Business Name :
Address : 8709 Susanna Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PAUL.CARROLL@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing you to urge you to reconsider any notion to place any form
of mass transit on the Capital Crecent Trail.  This trail is a priceless
resource in Montgomery county.  It has been said that it is the single
most used recreational facility in the entire county, and I believe it!  I
regularly use the trail for my morning run, walk and bike along it with my
kids and retreat to it when I need to wander and think in a peaceful
setting.  The shear number of people who use this resource dwarfs the
numbers of people who are trying to get a "Purple Line" implemented.
To truly serve the needs of the people of Montgomery county, I urge you
to vote against any placement of transit into this environment!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, the military
personel for their PT training, and daily commuters. Trail users come
from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1429 DETAIL
First Name : Robin
Last Name : Carruthers
Business Name :
Address : 3603 East West Highway
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Okay. My name is Robin Carruthers. R-O-B-I-N, C-A-R-R-U-T-H-E-R-S.

I live in East-West Highway in Chevy Chase but I'm not really here as a
resident of the area, as a specialist in transportation systems.

For any transport system to bring the benefits that it's expected to bring,
it's got to function as a transit system. The, as I see it, the option three
bus rapid transit system won't work. It's too close to the existing bus
system in its performance, characteristics, and to attract more
passengers either from the existing buses or from, from their cars just
won't work.

The intersection, particularly, with Connecticut Avenue is an at-grade
intersection, again, won't work. You're trying to put an at- grade rapid
transit system crossing a major highway at-grade and that doesn't work
either in Connecticut, Bethesda or anywhere else in the world. If you
wanted to make the option three compatible with the other options, you
would no longer be a low cost option. It will come close to the cost of the
other alternatives that are being offered.

For any public transit system to work, financially, economically, it needs
to generate new business opportunities. And these, this need hasn't
been built in the designs of any of the options. I work on bus rapid
transit, light rapid transit systems throughout the world. The ones which
don't attract private investment, which don't generate business
opportunities don't work. So, I strongly recommend that the concept of
all the options for the Purple Line be reconsidered to give the opportunity
for generating as much public private investment into the system and
into the development which they generate.

Third, I'd like to draw attention to the fact that bus rapid transit, which I
support where it'll work is very good at attracting passengers from bus
systems but is not very good at attracting passengers from private car. If
you want to attract people from private car, I'm afraid you do need a light
rapid transit system. It's the only way that you can do it and even then
the system has to be really well designed to do it. So anything which in
any of the Purple Line options which detracts from the efficiency as a
transit system will detract from the system as a whole and it probably
won't work.

So, I strongly recommend that all the options be reconsidered to
maximize their potential for actually bringing real economic growth and
anything that detracts from the best transit performance be disregarded.
Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #790 DETAIL
First Name : Charles
Last Name : Carson
Business Name :
Address : 516 Colecroft Ct
City : Alexandria
State : VA
Zip Code : 22314
Email Address : charles.carson@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Part of the reason I moved to Virginia (and my current roommate moved

out of Maryland) is that we feel areas in Arlington and Alexandria (where
we live now) are more transit-friendly, walkable developments.  Arlington
made the investment to put heavy rail in the Rosslyn-Ballston corridor,
and it is paying huge dividends now.  I strongly encourage MTA to think
long-term.  I think rail is a much better option for the Purple Line.



 - RECORD #1072 DETAIL
First Name : Mary Lou
Last Name : Carta
Business Name :
Address : 618 Wayne Avenue
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : MARYLOUCARTA@MRIS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Mary Lou Carta

618 Wayne Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

The idea of more transit and traffic on Wayne Avenue is totally adverse
to me.  We  have for many years had buses up and down our street and
now, with the building downtown and especially the Whole Food and
Strosnider congestion up the street, we definitely do not need or want
rapid rail at street level.  Tunneling would be a better solution although
we are not comfortable with that either.  There are two schools on this
route and young people's safety always comes first.  Also, I am definitely
opposed to any widening of Wayne Avenue.  It seems to me that the
county's land was taken when the street was widened some years back.



 - RECORD #1014 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : Carty
Business Name :
Address : 9903 Stoneybrook Dr.
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : TCARTY1@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I live just up the hill from the trail and frequently ride my bike on the trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Thomas Carty
9903 Stoneybrook Dr
Kensington, MD 20895



 - RECORD #708 DETAIL
First Name : Dr. Giovanna
Last Name : Casagramde
Business Name :
Address : 4242 East West Highway
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : GCASAGRANDE@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I ENJOY THE CRESCENT TRAIL WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY,
ESPECIALLY DURING THE WEEKENDS, PLEASE PROTECT IT!!

Up until 1985, a coal-bearing freight train ran a few times a week, at
about 15 mph --  on a single track -- along a narrow berm, buffered by
forest.   That  tree-lined berm  is now the Capital Crescent Trail.  In
1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of way,
and in the 1990's, when future transit use was written into the master
plan, the purple Line was conceived as a single track "trolley" between
Bethesda and Silver Spring because the corridor was so narrow.
However, since that time, plans for the Purple Line have evolved into
shoehorning into this narrow corridor, a double tracked transit system,
with trains passing in both directions every three minutes  -- without
concern for hundreds of nearby homes, condominiums, and apartments
and without concern for the preservation of the Capital Crescent Trail as
we know it.

I urge you to protect our irreplaceable trees and greenspaces for
generations to come, and to put transit on roads -- such as Jones Bridge
Road,  East-West Highway, the Beltway --  or tunneled underground.
Why would we destroy our irreplaceable greenspaces when we have
other options?

Bus Rapid Transit could run from Silver Spring to Bethesda on Jones
Bridge Road via a stop at Bethesda Medical Center, and relieve traffic
congestion created by BRAC (relocation of Walter Reed) and NIH.  This
plan is half the cost of light rail, has lower operating costs, allows for
funding other transit needs in the County,  preserves most of the Trees
and the natural Trail, and would complete the Capital Crescent Trail all
the way into Silver Spring.

In the meantime, the State should study long-term solutions such as
connecting the two legs of the Red Line with a Metro (not light rail),
along the Beltway or underground to improve our existing Metro system.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Dr. Giovanna Casagrande

4242 East West Highway

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2734 DETAIL
First Name : Patrick
Last Name : Casey
Business Name :
Address : 4803 Chevy Chase Blvd.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PATRICK.CASEY@USDOJ.GOV



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line - Destruction of the Capitol        Crescent Trail

Dear Sirs:

 I am writing in reference to the ongoing debate and news articles
regarding the proposed construction of the Purple Line on the Capitol
Crescent Trail.  I live within one block of the Norwood Park/Little Falls
Trail that connects to the Capitol Crescent Trail near the Bethesda-
Chevy Chase Pool.  I have lived at this location since 1991 and my
family and I have enjoyed using the Capitol Crescent Trail since it was
converted to a hiker/biker trail.  My neighborhood running group and I
ran on the Crescent Trial railroad tracks before they were removed and
have continued to use the paved and unpaved trail ever since.  It is an
oasis within our community that is a special place not available in other
communities.

 My wife, son, and I use the trail almost daily for running, biking,
commuting to work, and to destinations in Georgetown, the Potomac
River, the C&O Canal, Bethesda, Rock Creek Park, and Silver Spring.
We walk our dog on the trail almost every day.  We use the trail to go
shopping, to go to restaurants, and to commute from the Metro station in
Bethesda.  My son used the trail to walk or bike to Westland Middle
School and currently uses it to walk to/from Bethesda-Chevy Chase
High School.  Our area friends meet annually for a family Capitol
Crescent Trail run on Thanksgiving morning.

 I have seen literally thousands of other users, of all ages on the Capitol
Crescent Trail, especially on weekends.  A favorite biking route we
enjoy, involves riding on the trail from Bethesda to Georgetown, then
back through Rock Creek Park to the Crescent Trail, and home again to
Chevy Chase.  Due to the announced closing of access roads and
anticipated crowding of the Metro system, I plan to use the trail to bike to
the historic inauguration next week.

 Using this wonderful natural resource for a transit rail system, will
destroy the existing environmentally friendly trail uses.  I’ve heard no
support for the proposed purple line construction on the existing trail
from any of my neighbors.  I’ve seen no statistics showing the benefits of
this specific form of transportation to commute from Bethesda to
Glenbrook or vice versa.  I’ve seen no cost benefit analysis that shows
that the destruction of this natural resource is a cost that is vital to the
communities near the Capitol Crescent Trail.  The loss of the natural
hiker/biker trail would be tragic, irresponsible, and irreversible.

 Ultimately, building the proposed Purple Line on the trail will result in
further development pressures to extend and construct additional mass
transit on the rest of the Capitol Crescent Trail from Bethesda to
Georgetown.  The end result will be an even greater loss to the
communities bordering and near the natural Capitol Crescent Trail,
which will no longer be safe, enjoyable, or environmentally useful.

 I respectfully request that you support preserving the Capitol Crescent
Trail and consider that constructing the proposed Purple Line on this
existing beautiful and natural trail will destroy an irreplaceable and
precious resource in our community.

       Sincerely,

            /s
       Patrick M. Casey

Attachments : Casey_Patrick.pdf (15 kb)



4803 Chevy Chase Blvd.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

January 13, 2009

Re: Purple Line - Destruction of the Capitol 
Crescent Trail

Dear Sirs:

I am writing in reference to the ongoing debate and news articles regarding the
proposed construction of the Purple Line on the Capitol Crescent Trail.  I live within one 
block of the Norwood Park/Little Falls Trail that connects to the Capitol Crescent Trail 
near the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Pool.  I have lived at this location since 1991 and my 
family and I have enjoyed using the Capitol Crescent Trail since it was converted to a 
hiker/biker trail.  My neighborhood running group and I ran on the Crescent Trial railroad 
tracks before they were removed and have continued to use the paved and unpaved trail 
ever since.  It is an oasis within our community that is a special place not available in
other communities.

My wife, son, and I use the trail almost daily for running, biking, commuting to 
work, and to destinations in Georgetown, the Potomac River, the C&O Canal, Bethesda, 
Rock Creek Park, and Silver Spring. We walk our dog on the trail almost every day.  We 
use the trail to go shopping, to go to restaurants, and to commute from the Metro station 
in Bethesda.  My son used the trail to walk or bike to Westland Middle School and 
currently uses it to walk to/from Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School. Our area friends 
meet annually for a family Capitol Crescent Trail run on Thanksgiving morning.

I have seen literally thousands of other users, of all ages on the Capitol Crescent 
Trail, especially on weekends.  A favorite biking route we enjoy, involves riding on the 
trail from Bethesda to Georgetown, then back through Rock Creek Park to the Crescent 
Trail, and home again to Chevy Chase. Due to the announced closing of access roads and 
anticipated crowding of the Metro system, I plan to use the trail to bike to the historic 
inauguration next week.

Using this wonderful natural resource for a transit rail system, will destroy the 
existing environmentally friendly trail uses.  I’ve heard no support for the proposed 
purple line construction on the existing trail from any of my neighbors.  I’ve seen no 
statistics showing the benefits of this specific form of transportation to commute from 
Bethesda to Glenbrook or vice versa. I’ve seen no cost benefit analysis that shows that 
the destruction of this natural resource is a cost that is vital to the communities near the 
Capitol Crescent Trail. The loss of the natural hiker/biker trail would be tragic,
irresponsible, and irreversible.



Ultimately, building the proposed Purple Line on the trail will result in further 
development pressures to extend and construct additional mass transit on the rest of the 
Capitol Crescent Trail from Bethesda to Georgetown.  The end result will be an even 
greater loss to the communities bordering and near the natural Capitol Crescent Trail,
which will no longer be safe, enjoyable, or environmentally useful.

I respectfully request that you support preserving the Capitol Crescent Trail and 
consider that constructing the proposed Purple Line on this existing beautiful and natural 
trail will destroy an irreplaceable and precious resource in our community.

Sincerely, 

/s
Patrick M. Casey



 - RECORD #1046 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Cassaberry
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JCSHAWBEAR@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.



 - RECORD #1700 DETAIL
First Name : Ava
Last Name : Catanuela
Business Name :
Address : 605 Dartmouth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : RJEAC@YMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : To: Diane Ratliff, Director of Planning, Maryland Transit Administration
From: Ava Castañuela, 605 Dartmouth Avenue, Silver Spring, MD
Subject: Written Comments on Purple LIne AA/DEISS

My name is Ava Castañuela and I live at 605 Dartmouth Avenue, in
Silver Spring.

I would like to express my preference for an underground segment of the
Purple line route under downtown Silver Spring, then a half mile under
ground from Cedar Street to Mansfield Rd with no station at Dale Drive.
As you are well aware, this idea does not include any digging under
Sligo Creek, therefore the argument that tunneling under Sligo Creek
has no credibility. Also, my preference includes not building a station at
Dale Drive. Below, I have explained my reason:

In Silver Spring  the Metro Station (soon to be the Silver Spring
Transportation Center), downtown Silver Spring and Wayne Avenue are
the most congested and most traveled areas the Purple Line would
impact. By building a surface route, lanes would have to be added and
this would increase traffic making the already congested commute even
worse.  Those already impatient with the route would become even more
impatient. It is important to realize that some commuters do not use
public transportation because it is slower and less convenient than using
their own vehicles. Adding more lanes is not going to make them change
their minds regarding public transportation just because it is a direct
route to downtown Silver Spring, the Metro station, or environmentally
sound. If, on the other hand, the route were tunneled under ground, the
studies show that ridership would increase because of decreased
commuter hours, thereby moving traffic above ground more efficiently.

A surface route and the added traffic that would come with it would also
increase safety concerns the community is already trying to resolve. The
risk would increase for those already in danger including school children
(those walking and using school buses), vehicles traveling this route, the
light rail itself and those living along the route. Currently, some traffic
flows from Wayne Avenue onto the side streets from Wayne to Dale
Drive because commuters want to avoid the Wayne/Dale intersection.
Commuters  dodging the intersection are those lacking patience and
they tend to speed up the side streets to try to make their commute
faster. This side street traffic would only increase, not decrease.
Community members living on the side streets of this surface route
would not only see an increase in traffic, along with the speed, but it
would put them at increased risk of personal injury.

It is my understanding that, according to the MTA data released after the
Alternatives Analysis/Draft Environmental Impact Statement, the
tunneling option is more cost effective, because it would increase
ridership and travel time. The current financial problems that affect
everyone this year and into the future will make it extremely difficult to
acquire the federal funding needed for the surface route. Financial
experts are also predicting that the crisis will last several years at least,
not just one or two. It is imperative that a tunneled route be planned so
that federal funding can possibly be approved more quickly than if the
funding request be that of a surface route and more expensive. In the
long run everyone wins. The community wins for reasons stated in this



document. The Federal government wins because it would help fund a
cost effective and environmentally sound transit system that is much
needed in a highly populated area.

I have heard that many in the community feel this light rail system would
increase home values. At the current rate that home values are
decreasing this project sounds like a good idea. But I feel putting it on
the surface would actually decrease home values. The increase of lanes
along Wayne Avenue would rob some community members of pieces of
their lawn. This land is valuable. The noise and the less than attractive
view of the rail system would decrease home values for everyone living
in its vicinity.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #351 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Castellan
Business Name :
Address : 7789 Kawshek
City : Hanover
State : MD
Zip Code : 21076
Email Address : CASTELLAN.J@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

James Castellan
7789 Kawshek Path
Hanover, MD 21076

410-551-6458



 - RECORD #888 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth
Last Name : Cattaneo
Business Name :
Address : 716 Auburn Ave
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My family support a light rail Purple Line, with the following components

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #468 DETAIL
First Name : Jean
Last Name : Cavanaugh
Business Name :
Address : 9207 Worth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : JEANCAVANAUGH@FASTMAIL.FM



Submission Content/Notes : Written Comments on Purple Line AA/DEIS

SUBMITTED BY Jean Cavanaugh, 9207 Worth Ave., Silver Spring, MD
20901

TO:  Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
only if it is tunneled under  downtown Silver Spring and Wayne Avenue
through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid significantly adverse
impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the community in what otherwise
will likely be the slowest and ineffective segment of the project.

There is MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement tending to show that it is feasible to
design a system with tunneling for this segment as to be cost effective
for federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel time,
and user benefit hours – for a cost significantly lower than the
high-investment light rail alternative that MTA has assessed.  Moreover,
a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse impacts of a surface route for
this segment – impacts that testimonies and written comments of those
in
the community have explained are not assessed in the AA/DEIS, even
those
previously mentioned by MTA in meetings with community
representatives.

Follows is my testimony as prepared for delivery Saturday, Nov 22 at
Montgomery College, Takoma Park, MD.

"My name is Jean Cavanaugh.  I live at 9207 Worth Ave. in Silver
Spring.
 I am the Secretary for the Seven Oaks-Evanswood Civic Association.  I
am speaking today on behalf of SOECA and the majority of our
community.

At a vote last spring, our association voted against an at-grade Purple
Line down Wayne Avenue.  Our association uses and supports mass
transit
and supports the tunneling of the Purple Line under Wayne Avenue.

Purple Line that is light rail would be slow and cumbersome, with little
saving in travel time compared to current Metro routes.  Tunneling the
Purple Line would offer a faster route for commuters and travelers and
be a sensible alternative to driving.

Tunneling the Purple Line under Wayne Ave. would preserve the
character
of our neighborhood.  The Purple Line as a light rail system will widen
sections of Wayne Avenue to the width of Colesville Road, making it
difficult for kids to cross to school or neighbors to walk to visit each
other.

A wider Wayne Avenue would encourage more cars.  The drivers of
these
cars will try to get around the 180 foot light rail trains by cutting



through our neighborhood, endangering pedestrians and children.

If the Purple Line were light rail, the county will allow re-zoning to
higher density residences and business at the stations in the
residential areas along Wayne well before the Purple Line will ever be
built.  It will be difficult for our infrastructure to support high
density development in our neighborhood.

If the Puple Line were underground, we wouldn't need a Purple Line
station right in the middle of our neighborhood and our zoning would
remain as it is.

The tunneling option would eliminate the need to widen Wayne and
allow
MTA and the County to implement traffic calming measures.

Tunneling would eliminate much of the noise pollution that comes with
Light Rail.

Wayne Avenue is the only residential street the Purple Line light rail
option uses.  The residents of our community have spoken out against
an
at grade Purple Line.  If tunneling is feasible on another close by
portion of the Purple Line route, we insist the tunneling option be
considered through our neighborhood."



 - RECORD #656 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas R.
Last Name : Cech
Business Name : Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Address : 4000 Jones Bridge Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Howard Hughes Medical Institute.pdf (137 kb)









 - RECORD #685 DETAIL
First Name : Lejla
Last Name : Celebic
Business Name :
Address : 7500 Woodmont Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : LEJLA_CJ@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

This is not the first time that I am writting to you. I use the Trail on
regular basis, with two of my sons, ages 3 and 6 years old. This is the
only place where they an ride bikes without fear of incoming traffic.
Moreover, my younger son has an autism and it is very sensitive to
noises. With number of kids who have an autism increase every year
rapidly please take in consideration that this trail is also the only place
without the traffic noises (train noises). Also, while there is other option
for purple line, once the tril is distroied there will be NO option for us.
The residents and user of this one of last oasis on green wallking in this
area.

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to
trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Lejla Celebic
7500 Woodmont Avenue
Betehsda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #2700 DETAIL
First Name : Sue
Last Name : Celeste
Business Name :
Address : 4616 N. Chelsea Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : SUECELESTE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My 14 year old daughter and I live walking distance to the Capital
Crescent Trail and use it frequently to walk our dogs, ride our bikes, and
just spend quality family time together.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #122 DETAIL
First Name : Jamie
Last Name : Cepler
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : NY
Zip Code : 12401
Email Address : jcepler1@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : In a perfect world, the high investment LRT would be the best option for

everyone.  Unfortunately, if the available money will not cover that, then
the project should go down in scope, hopefully without compromising the
integrity of the project.

Whatever the final decision is, the transit line should be constructed to
make it simple to add infill stations at a later time.



 - RECORD #1507 DETAIL
First Name : Jamie
Last Name : Cepler
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : jcepler1@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line's alignment in College Park is only about 2 miles from

the beltway/95 interchange and park and ride.  A short transitway could
be built in the powerline right of way between a transit station at the park
and ride and another transit station at university boulevard.



 - RECORD #3279 DETAIL
First Name : Jamie
Last Name : Cepler
Business Name :
Address : 8114 Whites Ford Way
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : jcepler1@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I was wondering, if the Purple Line is going to be built as Light Rail, if

provisions will be made at either end (ie stub tracks) to make it possible
to extend the line in the future?



 - RECORD #673 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Ceruzzi
Business Name :
Address : 3303 Ferndale St
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : PAUL125A@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing to express my support for the light-rail option for the Purple
Line. It is by far the best alternative.

I might add that a few years ago I spent a summer working in Boston,
and living in the suburb of Brookline. This suburb is in many ways the
equivalent of Chevy Chase in demographics. I commuted daily on the
Green Line light rail, through the Back Bay Fens, a beautiful park
designed by Frederick Law Olmstead. There was no sense that that rail
line "ruined" the park in any way. And the local residents were strong
supporters of both. Perhaps the residents of Chevy Chase could visit
Brookline and see that they have little to fear.

Thank you,

Paul Ceruzzi
3303 Ferndale St.
Kensington, MD 20895
301-949-9864



 - RECORD #924 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Ceruzzi
Business Name :
Address : 3303 Ferndale Street
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Contrary to what "Save the

Trail" people say, the Bike Trail will benefit from Purple Line light rail,
since the construction will finally allow trail to reach Silver Spring.

Attachments : Ceruzzi_Paul_Comment Cards.pdf (55 kb)





 - RECORD #1982 DETAIL
First Name : Ken
Last Name : Chaison
Business Name :
Address : 5005 Wickett Terrace
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814-5714
Email Address : kenchaison@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent Trail must be preserved as a national treasure.
Destruction of trees and wildlife is an offense against nature and totally
irresponsible with all that we know now about global warming and
protecting the environment.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1819 DETAIL
First Name : Joelle
Last Name : Chall
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JOELLETRIBBIANI@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

I myself am relatively new to Montgomery County, but have really
enjoyed the trail and its natural beauty. I really prefer to run and bike in
nature instead of breathing in the air while running or biking around cars.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1287 DETAIL
First Name : Rolande Valerie
Last Name : Chalmers
Business Name :
Address : 2132 Chippawa Place
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good morning. My name is Rolande Valerie Chalmers. Rolande, R-O-L-

A-N-D-E, and my last name is Chalmers, C-H-A-L-M-E-R-S.

I am a student of Montgomery College and I will be talking on behalf of
Montgomery College students. I live at 2132 Chippawa Place, Silver
Spring, Maryland 20906.

I am here today to talk on behalf of the students of Montgomery College
and also on behalf of Emet Nawalo and the Student Senate Secretary
and I'm here today to say a few words in support of the purple line.

We agree, we are for the purple line because the purple line will reduce
the time it takes for students to commute from Takoma/Silver Spring
campus to Rockville, as well as the University of Maryland at Shady
Grove.

I had the chance to conduct a survey with the Senate and we got some
positive feedback on all the students that did say indeed that they
approve the purple line.

I know students, her name is Rayran and she said that her, the purple
line could save her more time to study and get a better education.

I will talk on behalf of Mercat Hupsa who said that the purple line would
give her more time to spend with her children at home.

While discussing this issue with students on campus, we find out that
many students are discouraged - Rockville due to the long commute
time.

Having the purple line will break the barrier by allowing alternates to
explore and access different disciplines offered on all campuses.

The purple line will also allow Montgomery College to diversify more
than it is already. The purple line could also save time by commuting
from Takoma Park to Rockville. It takes about more than an hour to take
the bus and the Metro and we believe that having the purple line could
save us a lot of time. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1544 DETAIL
First Name : tim
Last Name : chambers
Business Name :
Address : 5433 whitley park terrace
City : bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : TIMOTHY.CHAMBERS@GMAIL.COM]
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
tim chambers
5433 whitley park terrace
bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #2761 DETAIL
First Name : Andrea Chamblee and
Last Name : John McNamara
Business Name :
Address : 727 Hillsboro Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902-3255
Email Address : achamblee@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a frequent user of the Capital Crescent Trail. I bike and walk the

trail, and even when I drive by it I am affected by the tranquility I share
with other users.

I am only one of more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- who use the Capital Crescent Trail every
week.  You have already received many letters explaining its value and
importance to the region

I am a strong supporter of mass transit, but for mass transit to be
successful it must be incorporated into the community of all users.  If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail
would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
DANGEROUSLY CLOSE to children and handicapped, adults of all
ages, hikers and bikers every three minutes. Already the lanes are
narrow too often, and it would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail
users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from
trains or buses. It would be an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3018 DETAIL
First Name : Maria Pilar
Last Name : Chamorro
Business Name : Carmelite of Vedrurrez
Address : 8138 15th Ave. #203
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Chamorro, Maria Pilar.pdf (43 kb)





 - RECORD #1137 DETAIL
First Name : ShuPing
Last Name : Chan
Business Name :
Address : 3911 Jones Bridge Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : For the record, Shu-Ping Chan, S-H-U, P-I-N-G, C-H-A-N.

Also for the record I'm here with 6-year-old son, Adin Chan. Hopefully by
the time he's ready to go to college if he is accepted at the University of
Maryland he will be taking the purple line to school here.

We live in Montgomery County, Chevy Chase. We signed up for Chevy
Chase, or we tried to sign up for Chevy Chase for the hearing yesterday
but was not able to, so we drove the one hour and 15 minutes from
Chevy Chase to College Park to be part of this hearing because it is
important to us certainly.

We live on Jones Bridge Road, we are a homeowner there, and we are
in strong support of the purple line, but we are in strong opposition of the
purple line being on Jones Bridge Road to highly distract the 60 or 70
residences and homeowners in that area.

The Chevy Chase Valley Community Association, which is bound on the
north by the beltway, to the east by Connecticut Avenue, to the south on
Jones Bridge Road and to the west by basically the Bethesda Naval
Hospital and there is a Montgomery County Park nearby, North Chevy
Chase Park.

But there is about 50, 60 or 70 houses there that would be highly
impacted if the purple line does go through Jones Bridge Road whether
it is the light rail option or the bus option, especially the bus option.

Basically the residents there are trapped in there now. Access to
Connecticut and access to Jones Bridge is extremely difficult and trying
to get in and out, especially during rush hours either in the morning or in
the afternoon is extremely difficult.

We support the purple line. We support the purple line all the way to
New Carrollton. But we oppose the purple line on Jones Bridge Road
and there are alternatives, more environmentally friendly alternatives,
more noise friendly alternatives and logistical alternatives as well that
would not displace those 60 or so homes, homeowners there.

Because as Adin, he wants to play out in his front yard, and if there is a
purple line right out there, it would be highly dangerous for his safety and
the safety of many other families and children in that area. Thank you.



 - RECORD #418 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Chang
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : pachang31@mac.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

My name is Peter Chang, I have been working at Naval Surface Warfare
Center for 24 years and living in Silver Spring for 21 years. I am in favor
of the purple line connecting downtown Silver Spring and Bethesda with
a parallel bike path on the Georgetown Spur. I favor the
construction of below- or above grade crossings at Jones Mill Rd. and
Connecticut Ave. and favor retaining the Air Rights tunnel beneath
Bethesda. I ride my bike to work between Silver Spring and Carderock
3-5 times per week and think that this would be a wonderful way to
promote more bicycle commuting between the two hubs. I would also
favor an above ground light rail system parallel to the bicycle path.
My family and I would use the rail system often to travel between Silver
Spring and Bethesda.

Sincerely,
Peter Chang
301-588-6614



 - RECORD #3211 DETAIL
First Name : Nuno
Last Name : Chao
Business Name :
Address : 501 Hungerford Dr., Unit 105
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Michon Bunch.pdf (117 kb)





 - RECORD #2858 DETAIL
First Name : Anne
Last Name : Charrier
Business Name :
Address :
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : A.CHARRIER@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Esteemed Representatives,

One more voice from your constituency – I urge you please to preserve
the Capitol Crescent Trail for me and all of us in Montgomery County to
enjoy for generations to come.  Right now it is a beautiful, clean, and
safe place to walk and bike.  Putting in the Purple Line will ruin it – the
impact of clear-cutting trees, of creating a constant source of vibration
and noise pollution, not to mention air pollution, will be disastrous.

To destroy this lovely area of serene and much-used public park-land
would be the height of “penny-wise / pound-foolish” policy.  In this era of
out-of-control expansion, we must be careful to preserve those rare
areas of grace and beauty for us all to continue to enjoy, to give a breath
of fresh air in the midst of development.

Thank you for your deep consideration of this issue.  It is VERY
important to me and us all.



 - RECORD #2888 DETAIL
First Name : Veda R.
Last Name : Charrow, Ph.D.
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : VCHARRO@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear  Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I live in the Town of Chevy Chase, several blocks from the Capital
Crescent Trail.  I am always amazed at the beauty of the Trail; it is like a
linear park, and walking along it, one gets the sense that one is far from
traffic and city.  I appeal to you to save the Trail.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers--of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities--use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.  (In fact, I was
amazed to learn that a great many people--many of them lower income--
who live in Silver Spring but work in downtown Bethesda bicycle along
the trail to get to work every day.)

The Trail is loved for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple Line
is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10 feet
from hikers and bikers every three minutes. The only replacement
vegetation that would not interfere with a light rail's catenary lines would
be shrubs; it would be neither safe nor pleasant for Trail users to be
passing each other on a narrow bike lane-- not to mention 10 feet from
trains or buses.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  It would be an
environmental and recreational disaster if the Trail were turned into a
light rail right-of-way.

Please use your wisdom, vision, and courage to put transit elsewhere
(along the Beltway right-of-way, for example) and to preserve the Capital
Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”--so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3058 DETAIL
First Name : Wilbur P and Katherine F
Last Name : Chase
Business Name :
Address : 9629 Old Spring Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Chase 35000.pdf (76 kb)







 - RECORD #1007 DETAIL
First Name : Sike
Last Name : Chen
Business Name :
Address : 1001 Rockville Pike
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : SIKECHEN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Sike Chen
1001 Rockville Pike
Apt 204
Rockville, MD 20852



 - RECORD #72 DETAIL
First Name : Sheldon
Last Name : Cheney
Business Name :
Address : 3813 Trego Road
City : Keedysville
State : MD
Zip Code : 21756
Email Address : SCHENEY@myactv.net
Submission Content/Notes : If you are building along the old B & O Railroad line, why stop at

Bethesda? Go all the way to Georgetown.  That line ended under the
Whitehurst Freeway, but, the Purple Line could go a few blocks further
to the Foggy Bottom Metro station.  Have stops at River Road, Mass.
Ave, National
Imagery & Mapping, Palisades, Georgetown Univ.  Since the right of
way may be narrow, consider narrow gauge streetcars with 3 seats
across instead of 4, as they have in Augsburg, Germany.



 - RECORD #73 DETAIL
First Name : Sheldon
Last Name : Cheney
Business Name :
Address : 3813 Trego Road
City : Keedysville
State : MD
Zip Code : 21756
Email Address : SCHENEY@myactv.net
Submission Content/Notes : Supplementary comment.

Some of the German streetcars have seven segments so they bend
easily.  One can walk the length of the train on many of them.  I rode
from Reidenheim on the south side of Stuttgart to downtown Stuttgart.
The train was above ground.  After leaving the station, it went into a
tunnel.  Minutes later, it was above ground, going throught woods.
Then, underground.  Then down a street in town with a fence separating
it from automobile traffic.  Then underground and into a big station in the
middle of Stuttgart.  We should use such systems as models.  ALSO -
soaring Diesel prices should point you in the direction of electric
powered trains.



 - RECORD #1991 DETAIL
First Name : Alice
Last Name : Cheng
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BACHENG@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My husband and I use Capital Crescent Trail almost every day.
Whenever our family or friends come, Capital Crescent is our favor place
to visit every time. Capital Crescent Trail is part of our life. We and our
neighbors enjoy walking on it, running on it, talking with each other on it,
watching children growing up on it.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #635 DETAIL
First Name : Dinah
Last Name : Cheng
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CHENGD@STATE.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple line as light rail.

Dinah Cheng
__________________________________________
U.S. Department of State
Bureau of Diplomatic Security
Office of the Chief Technology Officer
Software Branch (DS/CTO/SMD/SFW)
SA-20 1801 N. Lynn Street
Rosslyn, VA 20522
571-345-2265



 - RECORD #3372 DETAIL
First Name : Monique
Last Name : Childress
Business Name : McKissack & McKissack
Address : 1401 New York Ave NW
City : Washington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20005
Email Address : moniquec@mckissackdc.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to receive a project newsletter.



 - RECORD #1593 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

As a student of Montgomery County Public Schools I support the Purple
Line for two major reasons. The Purple Line will make transportation
more convenient and reliable for students traveling to and from school,
work, their friends' homes, and entertainment centers. Also, this
proposition willbe good forthe environment because it will help lessen
the effects of global warming by taking cars off the roads, preserving our
planet for future generations.
Please consider the positive future impacts of the Purple Line when
making this decision.

Sincerely,
Alex Chin-Lee



 - RECORD #868 DETAIL
First Name : Chin's
Last Name : Family
Business Name :
Address : 142## Catamount Court
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address : EML78212@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Chin's family
142## catamount ct
silver spring md 20906



 - RECORD #161 DETAIL
First Name : Jay
Last Name : Chmilewski
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : jchmilew@umd.edu



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden:

The problem of transportation is fast becoming one of our nations most
important issues.  With oil prices rising, global warming threatening the
earth, and increasing transportation times ruining our cities efficiencies,
we need leaders to take charge.  I'm simply writing you because of the
proposed Purple Line here in Maryland.  There is a huge problem here
in College Park, where I currently reside, in which it's almost impossible
to travel east and west.  This causes many to use their cars instead of
more efficient and environmentally friendly public transportation.  Along
with the environmental consequences, the travel times east and west
can be extreme during rush hour.

I am writing you to express my support for the High Investment Light Rail
Transit (HILRT) alternative for the proposed Purple Line.  After reading
the recently released report analyzing the various options to solve this
transportation problem, it is apparent that the HILRT option is superior.
This system is necessary because it is the least dependant on traffic
congestion on the roadways.  By being on a separate grade, the light rail
bypasses traffic and is not significantly slowed during rush hour.  This is
very important, especially for the future development of Washington DC
and the outlying suburbs in cities like College Park.  If you opt for a
system that is less separated, and thus more dependant on vehicle
traffic congestion, the system will become increasingly deficient as the
population increases.  On the other hand, if the High Investment Light
Rail Transit system is built, it will be able to adapt to increasing
populations much more easily.

Lastly, this alternative is the best option when considering environmental
concerns.  The system will be the most efficient, making the fewest
stops, thus using the least amount of electricity.  In a society that is
realizing the negative effects of coal, oil, and natural gas consumption,
you should be very concerned with creating a purple line that uses the
smallest amount of these fossil fuels.  By building the heavy investment
light rail system, you would be making the best decision in regards to
global warming as well as health risks related to the mercury, ozone,
Nitrous Oxide, Sulfur Dioxide, and small particulates that are emitted by
local power plants.  Also, because this system will be the fastest, more
people would be willing to use it.
This will also decrease the number of cars on the road, also reducing air
pollution emitted by gas-powered cars.

I know the High Investment system would be the most expensive plan,
but I believe it is worth the extra cost.  It will be the fastest system, the
most adaptable system, and the best for the environment.  I think these
benefits far outweigh the costs.  In fact, I would be willing to pay
increased taxes, or higher fares for this system and I think many others
would as well.  When you're making decisions on this project keep in
mind that your constituents and neighbors care about the environment
and about making our city more efficient.  We want the High Investment
Light Rail Transit system.

Sincerely,

Jay Chmilewski



 - RECORD #3192 DETAIL
First Name : Sundar
Last Name : Chockalingam
Business Name :
Address : 10614 Beechknoll Lane
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please mail me info. regarding the proposed Purple Line Project.



 - RECORD #467 DETAIL
First Name : Joe
Last Name : Cholka
Business Name :
Address : 707 Bonifant Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : JOE.CHOLKA@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Written Comments on Purple Line AA/DEIS

Submitted by:                                 Joe Cholka
                                                       707 Bonifant Street
                                                       Silver Spring , MD 20910
To:  Diane Ratliff
       Director of Planning
       Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit, but
only if it is tunneled under  downtown Silver Spring and Wayne Avenue
through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid significantly adverse
impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the community in what otherwise
will likely be the slowest and ineffective segment of the project.  There is
MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement tending to show that it is feasible to
design a system with tunneling for this segment as to be cost effective
for federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel time,
and user benefit hours – for a cost significantly lower than the high-
investment light rail alternative that MTA has assessed.  Moreover, a
tunnel will eliminate the many adverse impacts of a surface route for this
segment – impacts that testimonies and written comments of those in
the community have explained are not assessed in the AA/DEIS, even
those previously mentioned by MTA in meetings with community
representatives.

 What follows is a copy of the testimony I gave at the November 22
public hearing at Montgomery College in Takoma Park :

My name is Joe Cholka and I live on Bonifant Street one block from
Wayne .

I am opposed to any Purple Line route (either light rail or bus rapid
transit) that is at street-level along Wayne   Avenue or through
downtown Silver  Spring .   Any Purple Line route should be tunneled in
this segment because the segment through downtown Silver Spring
CBD and the residential areas east of Silver Spring are generally
recognized as the most difficult areas for the Purple Line to get through.
The AA/DEIS did not address a number of negative impacts a surface
level route will cause in Silver Spring .  Let me give a few examples:

Neither the AA/DEIS nor its Technical Reports summarize the
substantial widening on Wayne or address or document the locations or
the extent of the widening of Wayne Avenue that a surface level route
will need, other than in the engineering drawings.   The Seven Oak –
Evanswood Citizens Association  has analyzed the engineering
drawings and representations MTA has made at meetings and
concluded that nearly 2/3 of one mile on Wayne Avenue from Fenton
Street to the eastern side of Sligo Creek   Parkway will be widened for
left-turn lanes, the station at Dale and other reasons. These changes are
significant and will clearly have adverse impacts.

It is not clear that the AA/DEIS Noise and Vibration Technical Report
calculated the overall noise levels with the “wheel squeal” problems
factored into those measurements along the many curves on Wayne
Avenue.   As the report indicates “wheel squeal” is worse around curves
and Wayne Avenue is a winding road with sharp curves.  It is also not
clear that the noise study accounted for any breaking or signaling
devices, such as clanging bells or beeping horns, as the train nears the



Dale station or any amplified announcements from the vehicles or at the
station.

The AA/DEIS does not address or even identify other significant adverse
impacts of the surface route along Wayne   Avenue and in the Silver
Spring Central Business District.  For instance, there is no mention of
traffic access to the parking lot at Silver Spring International Middle
School or to the Whole Foods parking lot, or the traffic backups at the
entrance to the public parking garage on Wayne Avenue .  Yet MTA
expressed concern about all of these issues at community meetings.

There are many other adverse effects of a surface route on Wayne
Avenue and through downtown Silver Spring .  Yet the AA/DEIS seems
to conclude that there are very few problems with this segment.
However, those impacts exist and are serious enough to justify full
consideration of tunneling.

One thing the study did say puzzled me:  that TSM, or enhanced bus
service, at only $82 million would result in 8,200 new transit trips
($10,000 per new trip)– but spending $1.3 billion for medium-investment
light rail would result in 19,200 new transit trips (over $68,000 per new
trip)– only a bit more than twice the new trips of TSM.  Can the number
of new trips and the cost per trip possibly be correct?



 - RECORD #1268 DETAIL
First Name : Joe
Last Name : Cholka
Business Name :
Address : 707 Bonifant Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Joe, J-O-E, Cholka, C-H-O-L-K-A. I live on Bonifant Street, one block
from Wayne Avenue in Silver Spring. I am opposed to any purple line
route, either light rail or bus rapid transit that is at street level along
Wayne Avenue or through downtown Silver Spring.

Any purple line route should be tunneled in this segment because a
segment through downtown Silver Spring CBD and the residential areas
east of Silver Spring are generally recognized as the most difficult area
for the purple line to get through.

The AADEIS did not address a number of negative impacts a surface
level route will cause in Silver Spring. Let me give you a few examples.

Neither the AADEIS nor its technical report summarize a substantial
widening on Wayne or address or document the locations or the extent
of the widening on Wayne Avenue that a surface level route would need,
other than in some engineering drawings.

The Seven Oaks Evanswood Citizens Association has analyzed the
engineering drawings and representations MTA has made at meetings
and concluded that nearly 2/3 of one mile on Wayne Avenue from
Fenton Street to the eastern side of Sligo Creek Parkway will be
widened for left turn lanes, the station at Dale, and other reasons.

These changes are significant and will clearly have adverse impacts.

It is not clear to me that the AADEIS noise and vibration technical report
calculated the overall noise levels with the wheel squeal problems
factored into those measurements along the many curves on Wayne
Avenue.

As the report indicates, wheels squeal worse around curves and Wayne
Avenue is a winding road with sharp curves. It is also not clear that the
noise study accounted for any signaling devices such as bells or horns
as the train nears the Dale Station or any amplified announcements from
the station or vehicles in the station.

The AADEIS does not address or even identify other significant adverse
impacts of the surface route along Wayne Avenue and in the Silver
Spring central business district.

For instance, there is no mention of traffic access to the parking lot at
Silver Spring International Middle School, nor to the Whole Foods
parking lot or to the traffic backups at the entrance of the public parking
garage on Wayne Avenue.

Yet the MTA expressed concern about all of these issues at community
meetings.

There are many other adverse effects of the surface route on Wayne
Avenue and through downtown Silver Spring. Yet the AADEIS seems to
conclude that there are very few problems with this segment.

However, those impacts exist and are serious enough to justify full
consideration of tunneling. One thing the study did say puzzled me. It
said the TSM or enhanced bus service at only $82 million would result in
8,200 new transit trips. It's about $10,000 per new trip.

But spending $1.3 billion for the preferred medium investment light rail
would result in 19,000 new transit trips. That's basically double, and the
cost of that new trip on that option is $68,000 per trip. Thank you.



 - RECORD #609 DETAIL
First Name : Timothy
Last Name : Choppin
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TCHOPPIN@MAYERBROWN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I write to you as a user of the Capital Crescent Trail who supports the

placement of the Purple Line as a light rail system along the current
Georgetown Branch line.

I am in full agreement with the position of the Washington Bicycle
Association (WABA) and the following points it advocates:

Build the Light Rail Option
WABA believes that the trail improvements that will come with the Purple
Line -- especially the construction of the long-planned segment into
downtown Silver Spring and the protected intersection crossings that will
come with a light rail line -- make this a win-win project for both trail
users and the people who will ride the new transit line

Keep the Trail in the Tunnel
By keeping the trail route in the Bethesda Tunnel, the current location of
the Georgetown Branch Trail, the new trail would avoid an at-grade
crossing of Wisconsin Avenue. MTA should change the designs of all
light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

Widen the Proposed Trail
The proposed trail along the Purple Line is planned to be only 10 feet
wide, which is too narrow for the anticipated number of users the rebuilt
trail would see. The trail design profiles presented in the Purple Line
DEIS show that it is possible to build a 12’ wide trail within the corridor
with only a minimal cost increase and impact on the trail buffer space.

Built Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue
In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail users also
need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and Elm Street
Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations. Both routes should
be built because they serve different needs.



 - RECORD #1711 DETAIL
First Name : Lynn
Last Name : Choquette
Business Name :
Address : 7704 Glendale Rd.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : L_CHOQUETTE@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley:

I am very much opposed to the Purple Line with its light rail component
destroying the Crescent Trail and diminishing the quality of life for those
of us who live in Chevy Chase and Bethesda.  I do not agree that
shaving a few minutes off a commute merits the misery wrought by such
a venture.

Furthermore, I believe that this project is of such a scope that it should
be decided by voters, not by officials. There should be referendum that
allows citizens to decide whether we choose to advance this effort.  It
should not be left to elected officials in Maryland or Washington, DC to
make this decision that will affect the quality of life of our community.

Please consider putting your political muscle behind stopping what has
begun to feel like an inevitable march towards approval of this project.  It
is wrong-headed.



 - RECORD #1100 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Chorrinsky
Business Name :
Address : 15709 Sycamore Grove Ct.
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Schnieder_Sam_Comment Cards.pdf (40 kb)





 - RECORD #2876 DETAIL
First Name : Melanie
Last Name : Choukas-Bradley
Business Name : author of City of Trees (University of Virginia Press)
Address : 7100 Oakridge Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CHOUKAS@EROLS.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

<>         Council President Andrews,

I am a resident of Chevy Chase, a naturalist and natural history author
who walks, bikes and jogs on the Capital Crescent Trail almost daily.
Although I am a fervent supporter of mass transit, I am heartbroken over
the plan to sacrifice the natural beauty and culture of the Capital
Crescent Trail. If there is one thing that trumps mass transit, it is the
pageant of people walking and biking to their destinations, carrying their
groceries home, and catching up with old friends while strolling under
the beautiful mature trees that line the Trail. In the spring, summer and
fall, native wildflowers of many species line the Trail, and in the winter
the Trail becomes a destination for cross country skiers, who glide
through the shadows of snow-clad branches.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #611 DETAIL
First Name : Michelle
Last Name : Chovan
Business Name :
Address : 3907 Spruell Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : Michelle_Forrest@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden,

I'm writing to urge you to support building the Purple Line in its light rail
form. Light rail will be the most efficient way of expanding public
transportation in Montgomery and Prince George's Counties.

It will cost money, but the long-term benefits to the environment, to
residents, to businesses, and to alleviating traffic congestion will far
exceed any monetary investment.

In this day and age, when almost all acknowledge the importance of
reducing auto traffic, greenhouse gas emissions, and U.S. dependency
on foreign oil, anything other than connecting Metro's red line with light
rail transit would be shortsighted and just plain stupid.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Michelle Chovan
3907 Spruell Drive
Kensington, MD 20895
Michelle_Forrest@comcast.net



 - RECORD #1649 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Chrislip
Business Name :
Address : 4977 Battery Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : john_chrislip@aporter.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am concerned that the proposed Purple Line will bring the criminal

element from Prince Georges County, Wheaton-Silver Spring-Aspin Hill
to Bethesda -- to the detriment of its residents.  I've lived in Bethesda for
more than 25 years and would not like to contemplate being forced to
move because of a rising crime rate.



 - RECORD #2283 DETAIL
First Name : Tyler
Last Name : Christensen
Business Name :
Address : 604 Deerfield Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Christensen_Tyler.pdf (107 kb)





 - RECORD #537 DETAIL
First Name : Louis G.
Last Name : Christopher
Business Name :
Address : 4915 Cumberland Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : LOUIS.CHRISTOPHER@CUSHWAKE.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear: Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff

         County Executive Isaiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  My wife and I have
lived within two blocks of the Trail for the 16 years we have been
married. We have three children ages 13,11 and 8. All of our family
members use the trail for recreation and transportation each and every
day.  Our oldest can bike to her 98 year old great grandmother's
apartment which is 1 mile from our house and 1 block from the trail.  We
chose our three houses based on their convenient access to the trail.
The quality of many  families lives and our environment will be greatly
impacted if the light rail is funded and constructed.

Why are business concerns more important than family concerns?  We
can put transit in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,
tree-lined, natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing every three minutes, will not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.
How is this the right decision for many families that use the trail and live
on / by it?

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  In the 16 years we have used it
daily we have noticed the dramatic increase in trail users of all ages,
races, nationalities, and abilities.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will



double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidentally falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.
Certainly it will make it impossible for children to enjoy in a safe manner.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,



Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and reasonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Louis G. Christopher

4915 Cumberland Avenue

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #332 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Churan
Business Name :
Address : 4320 Starr Jordan Drive
City : Annandale
State : VA
Zip Code : 22003
Email Address : FAMJAM56@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the MTA should
change the designs of all light rail options to support a trail within the
Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Built Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

John Churan
4320 Starr Jordan Drive
Annandale, VA 22003



 - RECORD #2021 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Churchill
Business Name :
Address : 11309 Ashley Drive
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : J.CHURCHILL2@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear     Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

            County Executive Leggett,

            Chairman Hanson,

            Council President Andrews,

            Council Members;

I use the Capital Crescent Trail to bike between Rockville through Rock
Creek Park and on to Bethesda quite often and feel that the trail is the
only safe way to travel from Rock Creek to Bethesda. Alternates are
Jones Bridge Road or Connecticut Avenue and East West Highway;
neither is safe for bike riders.

Regardless of what its proponents say, building the Purple Line along
the Capital Crescent Trail would ruin the trail for biking and walking use.
It would cause the removal of trees and vegetation that add great value
to the trail and provide shelter for birds and other wildlife. The area
needs more parks like the trail, they provide for recreation and help to
bring people and families out of their houses, together with their
neighbors, and provide a sense of community. This would be lost with a
rail system on the trail; families would just not use it and have no local
alternative.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural



resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #918 DETAIL
First Name : Monique
Last Name : Cicerchia
Business Name :
Address : 5101 River Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : MI1SA@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty.  If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes.  It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses.  It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and c ourage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Monique Cicerchia

5101 River Rd apt 402
Bethesda MD 20816
T: 301 6565234



 - RECORD #1709 DETAIL
First Name : Monique
Last Name : Cicerchia
Business Name :
Address : 5101 River Road apt 402
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : MI1SA@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing ea ch other on a narrow bike lane
-- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #919 DETAIL
First Name : Spartaco
Last Name : Cicerchia
Business Name :
Address : 5101 River Road
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ARES98@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

The Crescent Trail is a vital part of the community. It is core of activities
that involve
people of all ages and it is crucil that you make sure you keep it
available for the future.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty.  If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes.  It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses.  It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Spartaco Cicerchia
5101 River Road
(240) 731 5435



 - RECORD #1710 DETAIL
First Name : Spartaco
Last Name : Cicerchia
Business Name :
Address : 5101 River Road apt 402
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : ARES98@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as t his region’s “Central
Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this
natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes
place around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1113 DETAIL
First Name : Andrea
Last Name : Cimino
Business Name :
Address : 5113 Crossfield Ct
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20822
Email Address : amcimino9@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the building of the Purple Line in Montgomery County

and PG County.  I share a car with my partner so I would greatly benefit
from the Purple Line. Today I did not have access to our car so to get
from North Bethesda in Mont. Co. to PG County I had to take the Metro
into DC and then back out to PG County.  Being able to take the Purple
Line would have significantly cut my journey time.

I think the Purple Line is a wise alternative to the ICC and would help
Maryland meet it's greenhouse gas reduction goals by reducing the
amount of cars on the road, as well as reduce pollution and help people
who have limited car access get around the two counties.



 - RECORD #586 DETAIL
First Name : Steve
Last Name : Cimino
Business Name :
Address : 8505 16th Street#710
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : SPCIMINO@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : The technology currently exists to dig, in one sweep, a tunnel that can

accommodate two tracks, moving in opposite directions.  It's a
tremendous cost savings over traditional tunnelling methods that require
separate tunnels for each direction.  Check out this link:

htpp://www.Tyson's Tunnel.org

Let's stop the needless misery.  The purple line can be tunnelled and
integrated neatly into the current heavy-rail metro system.  No roads will
be gouged up, no trails will be paved, no front yards will be shortened,
no trees will be mowed down, no buildings will be demolished, no
squeaky streetcars will disturb anyone's peace.

The Obama administration is poised to pour billions of dollars into
infrastructure projects.  Let's give them a sparkling purple jewel on the
crown of our excellent Metro system.  We can dig it cost-effectively and
rejoice as a region for being on the cutting edge of underground mass
transit.

Steve Cimino
8508 16th Street #710
Silver Spring, MD  20910



 - RECORD #1290 DETAIL
First Name : Meg
Last Name : Clabault
Business Name :
Address : 404 Mansfield Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Meg Clabault, M-E-G, C-L-A-B-A-U-L-T. I live at 404 Mansfield Road,

Silver Spring, 20910.

I am pro-purple line light rail. I think it is really important that it doesn't
become a bus route like the Silver Line did in Boston. That's about all I
have to say.

I also think that there should be no parking on Wayne Avenue, even if
there is a rail there. But absolutely no parking on Wayne.



 - RECORD #1904 DETAIL
First Name : Bob and Sara
Last Name : Clark
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SEANORITAS@MSN.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

We are a family of five, two working professionals and three college-age
young girls.  We moved to Bethesda 19 years ago sacrificing every
penny to squeeze into what we thought would remain a wonderful place
to raise our family, do business and enjoy life.  We bike regularly, but
mostly walk, through our town.  The Crescent Trail is that last little piece
of heaven we look forward to to get away from the stress that comes
with our responsibilities.  WE PAY HIGH TAXES as a means to endorse
and maintain our healthy values and way of life, and we ask that you
please consider the tremendous adverse impact the proposed plan for
the purple line would have on our community.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2752 DETAIL
First Name : Jerry
Last Name : Clark
Business Name :
Address : 3322 Stephenson Place, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : GERARD.CLARK@SKADDEN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

Please do not destroy the Capital Crescent Trail.  My family and I are
heavy users of the Trail.  We treasure the fresh air, exercise and peace
we get from hiking and biking on the Trail.  The Trail is a tremendous
amenity for the neighborhood. We need this greenspace.  The last thing
we need in this part of the County is more cement, steel and noise.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10 feet
from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10 feet from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's Central Park --
so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1973 DETAIL
First Name : Maureen D. Clark and
Last Name : Jeffrey I. Gerson
Business Name :
Address : 1 Tegner Court
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : We support building the Purple Line as Light Rail.
Attachments : Clark_Maureen Comment Cards.pdf (37 kb)





 - RECORD #834 DETAIL
First Name : Nicholas
Last Name : Clark
Business Name :
Address : 1225 I St SE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20003
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I wish to voice my support for the Light Rail option, over BRT.  As a long

term investment, rail will serve the purple line much more effectively.



 - RECORD #210 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : Clark
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : iahwehireh@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : As a Montgomery County resident who hopes to organize and to operate

an extensive trolleycar service for Montgomery County, I request an
appointment to give formal testimony ay your public hearing on 18
November between 18:00 hours and 21:00 hours. Concerning such an
appointment or for alternate scheduling, you may contact me at
iahwehireh@aol.com.



 - RECORD #1664 DETAIL
First Name : Elaine
Last Name : Clarke
Business Name :
Address : 1916 Dundee Road
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line as light rail on the master plan alignment

between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  I also support the trail along side
thie route and urge that it be a 12 foot trail. East of the Silver Spring
Metro station I support the route that best meets the purpose and needs
study.



 - RECORD #1358 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Clarke
Business Name :
Address : 1916 Dundee
City : Rockvile
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is James Clarke. J-A-M-E-S, C-L-A-R-K-E. And

I live in Rockville, Maryland. I am here tonight to strongly support the
Purple Line as a light rail along the full 16 mile route that best meets the
purpose and needs as defined by MTA.

As a cyclist, I am strongly in favor of the route as shown in Montgomery
County's adopted Master Plan between Bethesda and Silver Spring for
both the light rail and bicycle path. The only way the Capitol Crescent
Trail would be completed from Bethesda to Silver Spring will be if the
Purple Line is built as light rail along the county's master, the county's
adopted Master Plan route. I was pleased to see the Washington Area
Bicyclists Association press release announcing their support for this
proposal.

As you can see by my white hair, I am now a senior citizen and I'm at the
age where driving reflexes are slow. What the Purple Line will provide
for me, for my wife and I, is an alternative to driving the beltway when we
go to Silver Spring for dinner and a movie at the AFI.

For me, it will also provide a way to get from the university, to get to the
University of Maryland in College Park without having to drive, having to
drive the beltway when I want to use their library. Plus, I won't have to
spend half an hour to 45 minutes searching for a parking space on
campus.

Plus, as one who occasionally has to go from Bethesda to Silver Spring,
I won't have to spend 30 to 45 minutes standing on a J bus. A 9 minute
rail trip will be a great alternative.

As a life member of the Sierra Club and for a number of years I had the
privilege of working for the club as both a volunteer and a professional
staffer. During my time with the club and still today I believe that one of
the biggest environmental problems we face is that we have too many
cars driving too many miles. We need to provide alternatives to driving
just about everywhere one needs to go as we go about our daily lives.

The Purple Line as light rail will provide an alternative to driving that I
hope is the first of many future rail lines serving the Metropolitan
Washington area. Thank you for the opportunity to provide my
comments.



 - RECORD #1633 DETAIL
First Name : MAUD
Last Name : CLARKE
Business Name :
Address : 129 FINALE TERRACE
City : SILVER SPRING
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the light rail option for the Purple Line.  This is a needed

addition to area transportation options and a green one.



 - RECORD #2579 DETAIL
First Name : Colette
Last Name : Claude Cowey
Business Name :
Address : 4932 Sentinel Drive, #206
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : CCCOWEY@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         Montgomery County Planning Board Chairman Hanson,

         Montgomery County Executive Leggett,

         Montgomery County Council President Andrews and Council
Members,

In making a decision on the Purple Line transit investment, I would urge
you to consider thoughtfully the "value of the green" in terms of the cost
of destroying a vast swath of greenspace in the center of Bethesda, as
well as in terms of the direct cost of bus vs. light rail.

Some of you have walked the Crescent Trail between Wisconsin and
Connecticut Avenues and appreciated its tranquil presence, so close to
major transportation arteries.  You might even have encountered a
raccoon or possum, or seen children collecting berries to make ink for an
art project (as mine did when they were young).  Have you ever thought
of this space as the urban park it is, a haven in the midst of a rapidly
growing area?   Let's not kid anybody:  light rail in downtown Bethesda
will destroy the Crescent Trail as a recreational area for families now
and in the future.  Who can enjoy walking in close proximity to fast-
moving trains?  It will also significantly degrade the vibrant intersection
at Bethesda and Woodmont Avenues to have it used as a turn-around
for rail cars.

The cost factor alone would seem to indicate that the bus option should
be the preferred one.  Is our State or our County able to commit the
resources needed for light rail in this time of economic implosion and in
view of many other spending priorities?  Perhaps it's time to be more
realistic, to build something we can afford rather than something that
may never happen because our grasp has far exceeded our reach.  If
financial considerations are not among the top criteria for selecting the
transit system, what is?

As you make your decision on the type of transit system to provide for
the County, please ask yourself if it really is in Montgomery County's
long-term interest to destroy so much mature vegetation that cannot be
replaced.  I hope your answer will be to preserve green space and to
use greenbacks conservatively.



 - RECORD #1980 DETAIL
First Name : Mark A.
Last Name : Clauss
Business Name :
Address : 7919 Sleaford Place
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : CLAUSSM@EXECUTIVEBOARD.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As Alexa, my 7 year old daughter, told Councilman Roger Berliner at his

recent town meeting at CC Elementary, “PLEASE SAVE OUR TRAIL!”
(Councilman perhaps you remember the cute redhead?)

Our family uses the trail on a weekly basis, both of my children, Alexa
(7) and Jack (5) have learned to ride their bikes on the trail and with the
busy congestion of living in Bethesda, this trail is really the only place we
feel safe riding as a family.

Having a train run along side the trail and losing all of the trees is not
really an option either, I don’t think we’d use the trail under those
circumstances and know many of my neighbors in “East Bethesda” feel
the same way (we are located a block from BCC High School and 3
blocks from the trail.)

I’m sure there is an alternative that doesn’t take away some of the last
remaining green space in our lovely Montgomery County.

Thank you for your hard work here, I can appreciate that it is difficult to
please everyone, I just hope that in this case the people are heard and
we can preserve the treasure that the trail is!

Feel free to call my cell if you’d like more input – 301.908.6090.



 - RECORD #811 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : Clay
Business Name :
Address : 3310 University Boulevard West
City : Kensing
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Have you ever seen downtown Bethesda? There are very few trees,

parks and open spaces. Basically, Bethesda is just concrete. And
Bethesda has the metro. The purple line is great concept, however, it
does not take into account the environmental impact. Moreover, the
purple line does not take into account state and county deficits. Right
now, more study of the project is needed especially - similar to the ICC
project. Also with deficits of both state and county, the project needs to
be deferred.

Attachments : 2.pdf (929 kb)





 - RECORD #1199 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : Clay
Business Name :
Address : 3310 University Boulevard W
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Kevin Clay, K-E-V-I-N C-L-A-Y. Okay. I'm 3310 University Boulevard,

West and that's Kensington, Maryland 20895. Have you ever seen
downtown Bethesda?

There are very few trees, parks, and open spaces. Basically, Bethesda
is just concrete and it has the Metro.

The Purple Line is a great concept,however, it does not take in to
account the environmental impact. Moreover, the Purple Line does not
take in to account the State and County budget deficits.

Right now, more study of the project is needed especially the
environmental impact, something similar to the ICC Project.

Also, with the deficits of both the State and County the project needs to
be deferred. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2926 DETAIL
First Name : Catherine
Last Name : Clifford
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KMCCLIFF@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent Trail is the kind of prescious and rare natural
resource in an urban setting--easily available to everyone--that is
irreplaceable once lost. The very nature of the trail and its benefits to the
thousands of people who use it depend on a sense of natural beauty,
serenity, and insulation from development. That, in turn, is dependent on
the presence of old trees and plenty of them; quiet; the lack of man-
made intrusion.

As a former New Yorker, with its wonderful resource of Central Park, I
was delighted to discover a small bit of a replacement for that once I
moved to Maryland. Yes, Rock Creek Park is terrific, but there are
actually relatively few trails or roadways there that offer the same kind of
multi-use, easy access without automobile traffic that the Capital
Crescent Trail does. Even if the pathway itself remains, the nature of it
will be so altered as to destroy the essence of it. When there is a very
useful, practical, viable alternative, I think that putting in a light rail along
what is now an urban oasis is the sort of folly in the name of progress
that history looks back on with incredulity.



 - RECORD #2658 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Clifford
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JCLIFFORD@BSFLLP.COM
Submission Content/Notes : build it and they will come



 - RECORD #1025 DETAIL
First Name : Patricia
Last Name : Clifford
Business Name :
Address : 11911 Hitching Post Lane
City : Rockvile
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : PATRICIA@MINKOFF.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Save the Capital Crescent Trail - please! I use it at least once a week
and enjoy its beauty. Please do not destroy with the Purple line. Please!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Patricia Ann Clifford,

11911 Hitching Post Lane

Rockville, MD   20852

December 16, 2008

Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Patricia Clifford



 - RECORD #2935 DETAIL
First Name : Tara
Last Name : Clifton
Business Name :
Address : 5515 Huntington Pkwy
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : TARATARATARA222@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to request that the Capital Crescent Trail be preserved and
that the Purple Line be implemented without damage or degradation of
the trail.

My husband and others commute via bicycle on the trail.  This alleviates
congestion.  Commuting on the trail is actually shorter than by car on the
road which is another incentive.  He would not commute by bicycle if
busy rush-hour roads were the only option.

Together we use the trail frequently for errands and pleasure bicycle
riding.  We ride to the Silver Spring Farmer's market on weekends and
picnic on the way back on the side of the trail.

The existence of the trail is not the only factor.  A sidewalk next to a
busy highway seems to be a good comparison of the proposed trail if the
light rail system is put in place.

The trail is our park.  Please preserve our park.

Thank you for your time,



 - RECORD #1972 DETAIL
First Name : Linda M.
Last Name : Clime
Business Name :
Address : 4938 Bradley Boulevard
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Clime_Linda.pdf (24 kb)





 - RECORD #2932 DETAIL
First Name : Jon
Last Name : Clingenpeel
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JEEP4U2@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of=2 0the mature trees surrounding the Trail would
be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1292 DETAIL
First Name : Michelle
Last Name : Clive
Business Name :
Address : 143 Little Terrace
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Michelle Clive, M-I-C-H-E-L-L-E, Clive, C-L-I-V-E. I live at
143 Little Terrace in Silver Spring. I am a half block away from Wayne
Avenue and I live very close to Wayne and Dale. I went to school at the
old Blair High School right on Wayne and Dale.

I am here to testify in favor of the purple line. I am in strong favor of the
medium investment light rail line. I would also support the high
investment light rail line, but absolutely light rail.

I am very personally invested in this because this is where my family is.
We have lived in this community throughout my entire childhood and
someday I will inherit our house.

This line would be incredibly beneficial to my family. I also know that a
number of people who are friends in our community are in very strong
support of this line. We see how much this would improve our ability to
get back and forth between where we live and the whole rest of the
community that's not currently connected by anything in the Metro
system.

Having used the red line frequently to get to the entire other side of the,
of Montgomery County definitely led to many times growing up when we
just decided to use a car instead.

You know, I'm basically here speaking on behalf of my own personal
experience, but I think that it's reflective of the opinions of many other
people based on what I'm hearing.

Just knowing that I have similar needs and lead a similar life to others, I
think that the purple line is on a fantastic route.

It would connect the college community University of Maryland to
everybody else out here in the rest of Montgomery County.

Silver Spring also, my hometown, has seen massive economic
development in the past 10, 20 years, and this development is only
going to continue with the building of the Silver Spring library and our
community center.

The traffic congestion since the economic development really took off
with the construction of downtown Silver Spring with the fountain and the
many chain stores there. It has been just massively detrimental to our
community.

The traffic is insane. I have never seen it at this level before. I think that
light rail transit is not really an option, it's an absolute necessity.

I also would just like to testify that I'm concerned as a member of the
Park Hill Civic Association. I am not authorized to represent that
association, but I'm concerned that the leader of that association is going
to misrepresent us, some of our community members views in public
testimony today stating that the majority opposes the purple line when in
fact it is just that currently a small majority is in favor of the light rail and
we don't have, we didn't have a distinction in our vote on the opposition
to that line.

So I just wanted to express as a member of that association also that I'm
strongly in favor of the purple line.



 - RECORD #266 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : Coates
Business Name : Coates Consult
Address : 5011 Rugby Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : kevin.coates@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I went to the Purple Line meeting last night and spoke

extemporaneously for less than the 3 minute testimony allocated. As I
was leaving, several people pulled me aside asking for more
information. They were amazed that an urban maglev system was not
being considered given its many positive attributes. So am I.

What concerns me most about this process is that whoever is making
technology recommendations is not as well informed as they should be.
Their assumptions regarding maglev technology are outdated in the
extreme; especially, regarding the sole source or proprietary technology
objections. Three manufacturers from three countries (Japan, Korea,
and China) are building nearly identical urban maglev systems.

In addition, there seems to be an overwhelming (and short-sighted)
concern for first cost issues with very little regard for environmental,
safety, reliability or life cycle cost sustainability issues. Whether it is LRT
or BRT, taxpayers will end up subsidizing sizable yearly O&M costs for
these complex mechanical systems. It is the superior O&M cost benefit
that drove engineers to doggedly pursued maglev transport for the last
80 years.

Now that we can actually buy one of these proven systems for our
region, I keep getting lame excuses as to why maglev is not being
selected. Somebody somewhere made this decision and it is clear to me
they are short-changing the people of Maryland. In a world that will soon
experience severe fuel shortages, we need vision here, not short-sighted
old-think based upon quickly evaporating transport ridership
assumptions. The Purple Line process began before the looming world
energy crisis was general knowledge. Given this very real paradigm
shift, we need to reexamine Maryland transit system requirements with a
greater emphasis on O&M. But how?

Please let me know how I can help improve the process.

Best regards,
Kevin
Kevin C. Coates
Coates Consult
www.coatesconsult.us
5011 Rugby Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814
Tel. (301) 652-8782
Cell (202) 425-7776
kevin.coates@verizon.net or
kccoates@yahoo.com



 - RECORD #1436 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : Coates
Business Name :
Address : 3011 Rugby Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hi, my name's Kevin Coates and I'm a Bethesda resident for many

years. Oh, K-E-V-I-N, Kevin, Coates, C-O-A-T-E-S. I live in Bethesda
and I use the trail quite a bit and I definitely consider myself an
environmentalist. I also happen to be a magnetic levitation train
consultant. And I know for a fact that the urban Maglev system in
Negoya has been running for three years with 99.97 percent reliability to
the second on time performance. And I am absolutely astounded that
this state, this county and this country has not built this system yet.

We have the opportunity with the Purple Line to build a Maglev system
that operates at 60 miles per hour, top speed, with no sound, no
vibration, operates in all weather conditions, and does not impact the
use of the trail. And I don't, you know, I'm up here speaking
contemporaneously because I didn't have prepared remarks, but I look
at things like operating a maintenance cost and I take them very
seriously. The initial cab cost for this Maglev system run about the same
as an LRT. And I've ridden on LRT's all around this county. Their own
O&M costs are double that of the Maglev system in Negoya.

So, you know, it's not just building the system that we need to be looking
at. We need to be also looking at what's it gonna cost the tax payers to
run this system year after year? And all we have to do is look at the
Metro system in Washington, D.C. and look at how much the
maintenance costs are now costing this system to upgrade their track
system and everything else.

There's only one moving part on a Maglev system; it's the vehicle. Yes,
you have doors that open and close. But for all intents and purposes,
there's one moving part. There's no brakes, there's no electric motors
because the vehicle is one half of the motor. And I think that we need to
take another look at this technology and I think that the safety record is
something else that we need to pay attention to. And I also think that
the, the idea of having an exclusive right-of-way and not having an at-
grade system which has to share its right-of-way with vehicles
completely removes the reliability problems that an LRT is going to
introduce.

So, you know, basically, I think you get the idea where I'm coming from
and I don't think I need to talk any more on it. Thank you.



 - RECORD #3116 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin
Last Name : Coates
Business Name :
Address : 5011 Rugby Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : kccoates@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Coates 35528.pdf (125 kb)







 - RECORD #3117 DETAIL
First Name : Mary and Billy
Last Name : Cobbett
Business Name :
Address : 4500 Chase Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : cobbettm@cc.nih
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Cobbett 35529.pdf (96 kb)







 - RECORD #2094 DETAIL
First Name : George D.
Last Name : Cody
Business Name :
Address : 8509 Farrell Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : GCODY@CIW.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews,

I write to you in regard to the upcoming vote as to where to route the
proposed Purple Line.  I implore you to not select the Captial
Crescent Trail as the route selected.   My family lives east of Rock
Creek Park in Rock Creek Forrest and use this trail daily.  We use
this trail when we go shopping at Chevy Chase Market, visit Bethesda
for any one of a number of activities, and for purely recreational
purposes.  On any given day we pass 10's to sometime a 100 people
doing the same thing.  Given the traffic congestion that all of us
face and the wake up call that we all received with 4 $ /gallon fuel,
it is truly a fantastic asset to our community to have access to this
trail.

Routing the proposed Purple Line on the Capital Crescent trail will
change all of this.  Currently on a busy day there are between 3 to
four "lanes" of users, bicyclers going in opposite directions along
with runners and causal strollers.  The trail also provides ready
access for High School students attending Bethesda Chevy Chase High
school.  I can assure you that the full width of the trail is
completely utilized.   Whereas I have heard that the proposed plan
would accommodate trail users, I cannot imagine how this could
possibly occur.  Presumably any train would be at least 8 feet wide
and I can't imagine that for safety reasons pedestrians and bicylists
would be allowed to travel any where near this train.

I recall before I moved here, hearing from friends in Virginia
praising the fantastic trail system available to residents there.
With the finished extension of the Capital crescent trail to west
Silver spring, we now have something like what our neighbors down
south have.   Finally, the greatest explosion of traffic will no doubt
occur through the expansion of the Naval Medical Facility.  Clearly
when deciding where to route any new mass transit primary
consideration should be towards where the maximum flow of traffic will
go, and in my view the Naval medical facility is a more logical
destination that provides additional metro access at the red line stop
at NIH.  This is something that can be readily accomplished with the
proposed BRT.

I hope that you will consider your choices with these points in mind.
Once the Capital crescent trail is gone it will not be replaced.



 - RECORD #175 DETAIL
First Name : Pamela Sumner
Last Name : Coffey
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : pscoffey@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA,

Please note I strongly support the Purple Line.  I live in Takoma Park,
MD and commute to downtown, DC.

I think the Purple line makes a lot of sense and represents a great long-
term investment for growth and a decrease in congestion.

Sincerely,

Pamela Sumner Coffey



 - RECORD #171 DETAIL
First Name : gabrielle
Last Name : coffin
Business Name :
Address : 707A delaware ave sw
City : washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20024
Email Address : abbycoffin@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I attend Montgomergy College takoma park/SS campus, i will be

graduating in fall of 2011. I would love to have a purple line, I regularly
travel from SS metro to Rockville metro station. I think it would be a
great resource for all Montgomery college students who take public
transportation and need to travel between the rockville and SS
campuses, or between either campus and work. Yes there are buses
that travel between the two, but the rail line is much faster!

thanks,

gabrielle coffin
 707A delaware ave sw
washington dc
20024



 - RECORD #1282 DETAIL
First Name : Edward
Last Name : Cohen
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon. My name is Edward Cohen, E-D-W-A-R-D, C-O-H-E-N.
I live at 808 Cathedral Street, Apartment 2F, Baltimore, Maryland 21201.

I'm a member of the Red Line Citizens Advisory Council appointed by
the legislature and the Charles Street Trolley Steering Committee,
neither one of which has taken a position on the red line and neither one
of which has jurisdiction with regard to this project.

I'm here today to support high investment light rail for the red line with
tunneling underneath of Silver Spring. I would like to point out why it is
necessary to have a high quality system, and I would refer to what I
experienced today.

Today I came to this location from Greenbelt Station after getting down
there on an express bus and light rail from Baltimore, and from
Greenbelt Station it took me 87 minutes to get here.

Eighty-seven minutes just to get from Greenbelt Station to here on
transit. And I was very fortunate because down at Kenilworth Avenue,
near East/West Highway, I got off the bus and the bus going, coming
over here was right there.

If it had not had a long line loading people up, I would have had to wait
for the next bus. If the arrival of my express bus to Greenbelt Station had
not been timely, I would have had to wait 43 minutes there. So I could
have waited 160 minutes or 2 hours and 40 minutes just to travel on two
buses to get from Greenbelt Station to here.

If the light rail were built as high end light rail, then that travel time would
be about to 45 minutes, including transfer and waiting time on the
transfer on the bus. So that is a significant savings.

LRT light rail has been shown to be something that can guide
redevelopment, but bus rapid transit has not shown that potentiality in
any way that people can measure.

There is also an issue about the cost effectiveness and how it relates to
rail versus bus. The federal government does not allow what empirical
studies have shown, and that is that there should be a premium for rail in
terms of estimating ridership. Anywhere between 15 and 55 percent but
the Bush administration forbad that in the cost effectiveness ratings that
they require the MTA to use.

A world class transit system such as the one in Paris is designed with
Metro lines going into the center, but light rail going outside the city, and
that is exactly the design that would work here.

It is also important to understand that faster running times lead to higher
capacity and lower operating costs.

Finally, we should make sure that we do not build a system that does not
have adequate capacity because if we open it and then demand the
seats for capacity, we will not have built the system that we need. Thank
you.



 - RECORD #1316 DETAIL
First Name : Edward K.
Last Name : Cohen
Business Name : TRAC
Address : 808 Cathedral Street
City : Baltimore
State : MD
Zip Code : 21201
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon. My name is Edward Cohen, E-D-W-A-R-D C-O-H-E-N.
I live at 808 Cathedral Street, Apartment 2F, Baltimore, Maryland 21201.

I am a member of the Red Line Citizens Advisory Council in Baltimore
that was created by the Legislature in 2007. I'm here to give testimony
on the Purple Line, not representing the Red Line Council because we
have no jurisdiction over this project.

However, it is a project that affects people not just in suburban
Washington but throughout the Metropolitan Area of Baltimore and
Washington. It would provide access to people coming from Metropolitan
Baltimore on MARC Trains to get from New Carrollton Station to College
Park and Silver Spring and from College Park Station to get to New
Carrollton, to Silver Spring, and to Bethesda.

It would also provide easier access to people from Baltimore going to
Rockville. And there are a number of people from the Baltimore area
who work in all of those locations.

I personally support High-End Light Rail Transit for this project. Using a
tunnel under Silver Spring that would come out on Wayne Avenue and
than travel east going through the northern route of the University of
Maryland campus and then down to the East Campus area.

The reason that I support High-End LRT is because I understand from
what we have seen at the Red Line Council hearings that the cost
effectiveness formula that the Federal Government uses is a biased
formula and that it undervalues high-end investment.

In general, it penalizes higher investment in the formulation, but as long
as you meet the cost effectiveness criteria, and all of these alternatives
do, than your project can get in and qualify for federal funding.

One of the problems with lower-end investment is that it causes
congestion at areas where there is already congestion and where there
is cross traffic. And the cost effectiveness formula does not take in to
account the loss of time for people in private vehicles. It only accounts
for any loss of time for people on crossing roadways who are onboard
buses.

This is clearly a bias. So with the biases that exist, including a bias in
favor of rubber against rail, if you look at the numbers than actually this
is the best project. It will have a number of impacts.

Not just reducing travel time and therefore taking cars off of the Beltway,
but it will also significantly reduce overloads on the existing Metro
system, on the Green, the Orange, and most especially on the Red Line.

If we have a system in place that is low-end BRT, the savings in time will
not be enough to have a real impact on ridership on the existing Metro
System. And so for all of these reasons I support High-End LRT for the
Purple Line. Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #25 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Cohen
Business Name :
Address : 4532 Fairfield Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : jim.cohen@noaa.gov
Submission Content/Notes : Hello, I am a resident of Glenbrook Village, a neighborhood east of

Wisconsin Avenue and south of Jones Bridge Road in Bethesda.  I'd like
to know why light rail apparently isn't being considered for the Jones
Bridge/Woodmont section of the project.  Does this mean that if light rail
is selected, those areas wouldn't be served by the Purple Line?  Given
the upcoming massive transfer of jobs to the Naval Hospital, it seems
like that is a vital segment of the project.  Given this transfer of jobs, I'd
also like to know whether there's any possibility that consideration might
be given to putting a station at the southern entrance to the Naval
Hospital at Jones Bridge Road and Maryland Avenue.  Presumably, the
Purple Line would replace the J1 bus, which serves many residents of
my neighborhood (including myself).  I fear that if the closest access is
on the far side of Wisconsin Avenue, many will stop using the service
and return to their cars, making what is already expected to be a traffic
nightmare even worse.

Jim Cohen



 - RECORD #692 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Cohen
Business Name :
Address : 4532 Fairfield Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : jim.cohen@noaa.gov
Submission Content/Notes : I live in East Bethesda and commute every day to Silver Spring on the

J1 bus.  I am very much opposed to any busway along Jones Bridge
Road because of the adverse impact this would have on traffic and on
residents.  Jones Bridge Road is already quite congested, and with the
additional traffic due to the consolidation of Walter Reade at Bethesda
Naval, that congestion is only going to get worse.  To reduce the
capacity of Jones Bridge Road by 50% to accommodate a busway is
nothing short of madness; the traffic will extend for miles around at all
hours of the day and night.  Residents of the adjacent neighborhood will
be prisoners in their houses.

In addition, as someone who has to cross Jones Bridge Road every day
Monday through Friday, during winter in the dark, the hazard of trying to
make this crossing with frequent buses speeding by at 40 mph or more
in addition to the regular traffic would be dangerous in the extreme.
Indeed, it would probably be infeasible.  Assuming there would still be
local bus service, how would people getting off westbound buses on the
north side of Jones Bridge Road reach the neighborhood on the south
side safely?

The Jones Bridge Road alternative is simply not feasible.  It would be a
shame to lose the Trail, but safety and extreme traffic congestion have
to trump aesthetic concerns.  If there is to be a Purple Line, it needs to
be light rail on the Trail.



 - RECORD #2017 DETAIL
First Name : Laurie
Last Name : Cohen
Business Name :
Address : 3518 Turner Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : LAURIESCOHEN@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My husband, two children (ages 2 1/2 and 4 1/2) and I enjoy the Capital
Crescent Trail on a daily/weekly basis -- whether for bike rides, nature
hikes or little jogs.  It is a part of our daily life and provides not just a
healthy outlet for us, but a outlet in which our family can share many
experiences together.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2331 DETAIL
First Name : Robert H.
Last Name : Colcock
Business Name : Hanson Oaks Homeowners Association
Address : 4112 Hanson Oaks Drive
City : Landover Hills
State : MD
Zip Code : 20784
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My main concern is that the in-ground rails and necessary drop down

gate will completely cut off in AND out traffic to our community.  Also,
there are school bus stops at this corner also. This is a crossing to the
recreation center and park. Since this is at such a drastic downhill, curve
and uphill again there have already been numerous accidents centering
at this intersection (Ellin Road and Hanson Oaks Drive) with a rail line
here added there should be a traffic light and a marked pedestrian
crossing as well. Pedestrians (school children and children crossing to
the Rec.center) have very limited visability crossing there.

Attachments : Colcock_Robert.pdf (137 kb)





 - RECORD #2420 DETAIL
First Name : Alex
Last Name : Cole
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ALEXCOLE@MRIS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sirs and Madames,

Hello. My name is Alex Cole. I'm a senior at Bethesda Chevy Chase
High School who is gravely concerned about the Capital Crescent Trail
situation. Everyday, I commute to school on the trail and run on the trail
with my fellow Bethesda Chevy Chase HS cross country runners. I
consider this trail my home away from home. The trail provides me a
recreational place where I can simultaneously see the green trees, enjoy
nature, and escape from the stress of the hectic world and college
applications.
     The Capital Crescent Trail is a wonderful recreational place that
provides a green area to the community. The Trail is a playground for
the local residents. It is a playground where children learn to bike and
where adults relearn how to enjoy the environment. It would be a
catastrophe to see the Capital Crescent Trail bulldozed. Do you, elected
officials, really want to destroy a community playground?
    I understand that constructing the Purple Line has numerous positives
for the community. It is an intelligent way to reduce traffic congestion,
provide convienent public transportation and fight global warming.
Actually, I advocate the construction of the Purple Line. However, there
must be a certain ramification. The Purple Line must be built
underground! It will be a win-win situation for the community if the Purple
Line is built underground because it will not hinder the existence of the
Capital Crescent Trail. If the Purple Line is built underground and the
Trail still remains open, the community still has its playground and the
community now has a new means of transportation. The underground
Purple Line and the undisturbed Capital Crescent Trail will help fight
global warming. Bikers will still be able to commute to work and
residents will be able to commute on public transportation, rather than
drive their own personal environment-killing cars. The community has
nothing to lose if the Purple Line is built underground and the Trail
remains undisturbed. However, the community will lose everything if the
Capital Crescent Trail is shut down.
    Please, make sure the Capital Crescent Trail is undisturbed by the
construction of the Purple Line. I want my seven year old brother to have
the same oppurtunity to bike to school when he goes to Bethesda Chevy
Chase HS. His future and the Trail's future rest in your hands. Please
make the right decision for him, the community, the Trail and me. Put the
Purple Line underground.
    Thank you for your time.



 - RECORD #2953 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth A.
Last Name : Cole
Business Name :
Address : 6833 Easter Ave., Apt 26
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Bus already exists and is

undependable and reliant on traffic. Light rail would really connect the
area in a modern, reliable way and save more people from dependency
on cars.



 - RECORD #472 DETAIL
First Name : Josh
Last Name : Cole
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : DC
Zip Code : 20001
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please build the Purple line.  It will make my commute easier and add an

important link through the Md. suburbs.  -Josh Cole



 - RECORD #546 DETAIL
First Name : Roger
Last Name : Coleman
Business Name :
Address : 801 Philadelphia Ave
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MUSICGUY55@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital

Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  My family and I use
this trail as a bike route frequently and believe that it encourages walking
and biking in an increasingly urban area with limited space for these
healthy activities.We can put transit in another location, but we can't re-
create this beautiful,  tree-lined, natural recreational greenspace
anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing in two directions every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil
"Trail" experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity
that adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all
of the many communities that benefit from it.
Please consider the input from the people who use the trail and benefit
from its existance.
Thank you,

Roger Coleman
801 Philadelphia Ave
Silver Spring MD



 - RECORD #60 DETAIL
First Name : Laura and James
Last Name : Colgary
Business Name :
Address : 8639 Terrace Garden Way
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : gosubs@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am concerned about the impact the purple line would have on my

property.  Our home is one of the townhouses on the corner of Jones
Bridge Road and Wisconsin Avenue. The proposed plan Jones Bridge
Road 1 CFG 02-02 shows a circle of impact at the intersection that
encompasses my home.  What specifically will the impact be?
Thank you in advance for your prompt response to my question.



 - RECORD #3028 DETAIL
First Name : Alvaro
Last Name : Colindres
Business Name :
Address : 8111 12th Place
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20783
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Translated:

It will benefits us greatly to have more access points.
Attachments : Alvaro_Colindres.pdf (22 kb)





 - RECORD #260 DETAIL
First Name : Stacey
Last Name : Colino
Business Name :
Address : 4211 Oakridge Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : staceycolino@earthlink.net
Submission Content/Notes : I am opposed to building the Purple Line on the Georgetown Branch trail

for several reasons--the cost, the environmental impact, a lack of
evidence that it's worth the damage and expense in terms of potential
ridership. But to me, the primary reason is this: We are in the midst of a
nationwide obesity epidemic, and experts from the CDC and other
government organizations blame this in part on a scarcity of
opportunities for physical activity in suburban neighborhoods. (I know
this because I am an award-winning health journalist and I have written
extensively about obesity in the U.S.) Here, we have a golden solution
right in our backyards--a trail that is widely used for walking, jogging,
biking, skating, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing by kids and adults
alike. And now the MTA is considering doing away with the trail, instead
of letting the trail serve as a positive, health-promoting model for other
areas of the country to  follow, in addition to letting the trail continue to
boost the health of people in this community. When it comes right down
to it, preserving the trail really is a quality of health issue, as well as a
quality of life issue. Please preserve it as it is today—for the sake of all
of our health.



 - RECORD #606 DETAIL
First Name : Stacey
Last Name : Colino
Business Name :
Address : 4211 Oakridge Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : STACEYCOLINO@EARTHLINK.NET



Submission Content/Notes : My family and friends regularly use the Georgetown Branch Trail for
recreation and transportation to downtown Bethesda and I am writing to
express by strong opposition to building a Purple Line along the
Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.

        I am opposed to this plan for several reasons--the cost, the
environmental impact, a lack of evidence that it's worth the damage and
expense in terms of potential ridership. But to me, the primary reason
is this: We are in the midst of a nationwide obesity epidemic, and
experts from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other
government organizations blame this in part on a scarcity of
opportunities for physical activity in suburban neighborhoods. (I know
this because I am an award-winning health journalist and I have written
extensively about obesity in the U.S.) Here, we have a golden solution
right in our backyards--a trail that is widely used for walking,
jogging, biking, in-line skating, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing
by kids and adults alike. And now the MTA is considering doing away
with the trail, instead of letting the trail serve as a positive,
health-promoting model for other areas of the country to  follow, in
addition to letting the trail continue to boost the health of the
people in this community. When it comes right down to it, preserving
the trail really is a quality of health issue, as well as a quality of
life issue.

        We can put transit in another location but we cannot re-create this
beautiful, tree-lined, natural gem of recreational green space anywhere
else. Adding a narrow, dangerous bike lane about ten feet from passing
trains is not a worthy compromise because it will not be tranquil but
dangerous. When the county purchased the Georgetown Branch right of
way
in 1988, and when future transit use was written into the master plan
in 1990, it was difficult for leaders and citizens to foresee how
popular and valuable the Capital Crescent Trail would become as a
natural, tree-lined greenspace and Trail. Had our public officials
known then what we know now, there very well may have been
significant
support for purchasing the right of way solely for park use. It would
be a real mistake—a tragedy, really—to destroy this wonderful amenity
that adds value to the lives of everyone who uses it and lives in close
proximity to it. Please preserve the Trail as it is today—for the sake
of all of our health and well-being.

        It is time to take a new, fresh and unbiased look at where transit
should best be located, especially given the plans for the new
National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda. I urge our public officials
to give a fair and more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus
Rapid Transit route and other possible routes that should be studied as
well. In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent
Trail/Georgetown Branch  right of way be eliminated—once and for
all—as
a route for the Purple Line.  Loss of this significant, irreplaceable
greenspace is unacceptable to the health and well-being of our
community, a reality that may very well hurt any chances for FTA
funding. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Stacey Colino
4211 Oakridge Lane
Chevy Chase, MD  20815
(301) 907-0946



 - RECORD #269 DETAIL
First Name : Juan
Last Name : Collazos
Business Name :
Address : 009 SUS, 1000 Hilltop Rd
City : Baltimore
State : MD
Zip Code : 21250
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : A purple railroad would be extremely benefitial in decreasing the usual

congestion found during rush hours.



 - RECORD #1766 DETAIL
First Name : Anne
Last Name : Collier
Business Name :
Address : 8004 Glendale Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ANNE@ARUDIA.COM
Submission Content/Notes : My husband and I as well as our friends and neighbors regularly use the

Capital Crescent trail for biking and walking.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10¹ from
hikers
and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor attractive for
Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10¹
from
trains or buses. It would be an environmental and recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous
natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational opportunities that
cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to
preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region¹s ³Central Park² -- so
that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around
us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1998 DETAIL
First Name : Phil
Last Name : Collins
Business Name :
Address : 9832 Darcy Forest Dr.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : PHILIPMARTINCOLLINS@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, for years, my family and I use the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring. Not only do we use this trail but it
is used and enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird
watchers, families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and
from school, athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come
from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2474 DETAIL
First Name : Philip
Last Name : Collyer
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : PHIL.COLLYER@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I urge you all, as a long-time citizen of Montgomery County, to be smart

about relocating the Purple Line.  The Capital Cresent Trail is a special
resource to all those who use it and those who live near by.  Please
don't allow it to be taken from us.  There are viable alternatives and you
know it.

Thank you,



 - RECORD #402 DETAIL
First Name : Haig
Last Name : Colter
Business Name :
Address : 8200 Wahly Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : HAIG69@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

 Haig Colter
8200 Wahly Drive
3rd Floor
BETHESDA, MD 20817

3013354704



 - RECORD #469 DETAIL
First Name : Ed
Last Name : Comer
Business Name :
Address : 6200 Robinwood Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : COMER.ED@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my strong support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.

As a local cyclist who commutes on the Crescent Trail I am pleased that
the Maryland Transit Administration has included an improved Capital
Crescent Trail as part of the designs.  I also believe that a light rail
option can coexist with using the trail for walking and bike riding.

While I am very supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line,
I ask that the following changes be made to the the Purle line proposal.

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel under Wisconsin Avenue in Bethesda.
The MTA should change the designs of all light rail options to support a
trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

I do not think these additions will add much cost to the project.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ed  Comer
6200 Robinwood Road
Bethesda , MD 20817



 - RECORD #774 DETAIL
First Name : Addie
Last Name : Compton
Business Name :
Address : 3649 Greenvale Road
City : Baltimore
State : MD
Zip Code : 21229
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : The Purple Line, as a light rail system, is critical for the continued

economic growth of Montgomery and Prince George's Counties in
particular and the state and region as a whole. It would ease traffic,
remove pollution, and generally also benefit the environment. Currently, I
will not consider a job in Montgomery County because I will not drive
495 or the overburdened local roads to get there.



 - RECORD #2288 DETAIL
First Name : Ellen
Last Name : Condon
Business Name :
Address : 10003 Portland Place
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Condon_Ellen.pdf (99 kb)





 - RECORD #1273 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Conklin
Business Name :
Address : 721 Dale Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : I'm James Conklin, J-A-M-E-S, C-O-N-K-L-I-N. As a resident of Silver
Spring for almost years, I speak in favor of the light rail option for the
purple line for two primary reasons.

First, I'm convinced that global warming is both real and the most
significant challenge facing mankind today. Second, I believe that the
increasing population in this area will cause unbearable traffic gridlock if
we do not succeed in persuading many people to travel by good public
transportation instead of individual vehicles.

The proposed purple line light rail option addresses both issues. Light
rail is more energy efficient from the start and runs on electricity that can
be generated in environmentally sustainable ways.

Light rail is a more pleasant ride than bus which will encourage more
people to use it. It is faster. If designed as planned, I believe that it will
have less deleterious impact on the automotive traffic than bus transit
would.

It is less polluting to the neighborhood air, with providing a pleasant and
convenient alternative to the automobile for some commuters, light rail
will help to reduce automobile traffic into Silver Spring and other
communities along its route.

It will provide an affordable and faster alternative to commuting by car. If
properly designed, its noise levels should be well below the ambient
travel noise along Wayne Avenue and not much above the ambient
street noise for residents along the Georgetown and Capital Crescent
Trail part of the route.

The surface route will provide convenient stops to serve the Silver
Spring community which would be absent with an underground route.

It is critical that the implementation of the light rail purple line not be
delayed. Both to reduce greenhouse gas emissions quickly and so the
benefits for the neighborhood and commuters may be had sooner rather
than later.

It's immediate construction will also be beneficial to the financial well
being of the area, providing much needed employment to compensate
for a loss of jobs during the economic downturn.

Finally I should note that the light rail purple line option is backed by the
Washington Area Bicyclists Association.

However, the acquisition of the additional CSX right-of-way along the
trail is critical for the effective integration of bicycle, pedestrian and
public transit.

Together, which together can provide safe and healthy commuting
alternatives. Thank you very much.

Attachments : Purple Line Testimony.James B. Conklin.doc (26 kb)



Testimony Offered in Favor of the Purple Line Light Rail Option 
James B Conklin, Jr. 
November 22, 2008 

 
 My name is Jim Conklin.  As a resident of Silver Spring for almost 20 years, I speak 
in favor of the Light Rail option for the Purple Line for two primary reasons.  First, I am 
convinced that global warming is both real and the most significant challenge facing 
humankind today.  Second, I believe that the increasing population in this area will cause 
unbearable traffic gridlock if we do not succeed in persuading many people to travel by 
good public transportation instead of individual vehicles.  The proposed Purple Line light 
rail option addresses both issues. 
 
 Light rail is more energy efficient and from the start runs on electricity that can be 
generated in environmentally sustainable ways.  Light rail is a more pleasant ride than 
bus, which will encourage more people to use it.  It is faster.  If designed as planned, I 
believe that it will have less deleterious impact on automotive traffic than bus transit.  It 
is less polluting to the neighborhood air.  By providing a pleasant and convenient 
alternative to the automobile for some commuters, light rail will help to reduce 
automotive traffic coming into Silver Spring and other communities along its route.  It 
will provide an affordable and faster alternative to commuting by car.  If properly 
designed, its noise level should be well below the ambient traffic noise along Wayne 
Avenue and not much above the ambient street noise for residences along the 
Georgetown and Capital Crescent Trail part of the route.  A surface route will provide 
convenient stops to serve the Silver Spring community, which would be absent with an 
underground route. 
 
 It is critical that implementation of the light-rail Purple Line not be delayed, both to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions quickly and so that the benefits for the neighborhoods 
and commuters may be had sooner rather than later.  Its immediate construction will also 
be beneficial to the financial well-being of the area, providing much needed employment 
to compensate for loss of jobs during the economic downturn. 
 
 Finally, I should like to note that the light-rail Purple Line option is backed by the 
Washington Area Bicyclist Association.  However, the acquisition of the additional CSX 
right of way along the trail is critical to the effective integration of bicycle, pedestrian, 
and public transit, which, together, can provide safe and healthy commuting alternatives. 
 
 Thank you. 
 
James B. Conklin, Jr. 
721 Dale Drive 
Silver Spring, MD   20910 
301-587-6210 



 - RECORD #1814 DETAIL
First Name : Genevieve P. and James R.
Last Name : Connell
Business Name :
Address : 3531 Hamlet Place
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JNJCONNELL@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir:

I am against light rail on the trail.  To destroy all of the mature
trees surrounding the trail is an environmental and recreational
disaster.  As Senion Citizens, we walk the trail; its tranquillity
means a lot to us.  Why can't you strike a balance on this issue by
keeping the trail and putting bus rapid transit on the streets where
transportation belongs?



 - RECORD #798 DETAIL
First Name : Saunya
Last Name : Connelly
Business Name :
Address : 616 Ingraham Street NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20011
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #480 DETAIL
First Name : Michael J.
Last Name : Connor
Business Name :
Address : 1810 North Wooster Avenue
City : Dover
State : OH
Zip Code : 44622
Email Address : mjconnor_rr@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : As an occasional visitor to the area to be served by the Purple Line I

urge you to support its construction as a rail line.  My visits are by public
transit when possible and the lack of the this line has caused me to
drive, an unnecessary waste of my time and fuel.



 - RECORD #516 DETAIL
First Name : Brad
Last Name : Conrad
Business Name :
Address : 5607 Seminole Street
City : Berwyn Heights
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : BCONRAD@UMD.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

 Brad Conad
5607 Seminole St.
Berwyn Heights, MD 20740



 - RECORD #3305 DETAIL
First Name : Alan
Last Name : Constantian
Business Name :
Address : 608 Dale Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : Aconstantian@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I went to the SSIMS PTA presentation on 3/9 undecided about the Dale

Drive station.  After hearing the information and reviewing the special
study, I am a strong supporter of the station to be built and used from
Day 1 of the Purple live.  My family with young children lives on Dale
Drive-- 2 blocks up.  If you build it, we will use it.  If we have to walk to
Fenton we won't.  We'll either take the car or we would walk to the Metro
stop at Silver Spring.

If you are going to build the tracks in our neighborhood, we want a stop
nearby that allows us easy access.

Please build the station and save money and car noise and pollution.



 - RECORD #1394 DETAIL
First Name : Jean
Last Name : Constantine-Davis
Business Name :
Address : 18705 Willow Oak Drive
City : Derwood
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Constantine-Davis, Jean.pdf (59 kb)





 - RECORD #1598 DETAIL
First Name : Maureen
Last Name : Conway
Business Name :
Address : 7519 Holly Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the proposed light rail Puple Line plan along the

Georgetown Branch alignment.  This plan would provide much needed
transit service in the East-West corridor across Montgomery and Prince
Georges county in an environmentally and community friendly manner.
The area already has extensive bus service and significant congestion
on east west commuting routes.  A high quality transit solution that will
attract ridership is urgently needed, and the proposed plan can be
accomplished, while still affording community members use of the
Capital Cresent Trail.



 - RECORD #1964 DETAIL
First Name : Bejamin H.
Last Name : Cook
Business Name :
Address : 400 Symphony Circle #424
City : Hunt Valley
State : MD
Zip Code : 21030
Email Address : BEN_COOK33@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Elected Officials,

While I am generally not the type to write letters, I had to take some time
and address the issue of the Purple Line.

I am one who is generally in favor of development and I also support the
need for adequate forms of transportation as it directly effects my
livelihood (I insure large public transportation companies), but this
Purple Line needs to not happen.

There are very few areas in the MD/DC community left where a family
can go take a stroll and really be safe from cars and roadways, and the
Crescent Trail is certainly one of those.

When I think of what it means to Bethesda and how it truly pulls that
whole area together, I cannot imagine a train nearby. It would absolutely
be devastating. I can tell you that the Trail is one of the major factors in
us settling in this area. Please make no mistake about it, the Purple Line
will be a disaster for that town.

Please, I encourage you to take a step back and realize that one of the
true natural gems of our state will never be the same (not even close),
should you decide to proceed with this Purple Line.  Take your family
down there and imagine a train 10' from the trail. It will ruin the natural
environment and everyone knows that.

Please use your wisdom and best judgment to help preserve of the best
natural settings in a busy area.

Thank you for your time.



 - RECORD #2066 DETAIL
First Name : Erene P.
Last Name : Cook
Business Name :
Address : 400 Symphony Circle #424
City : Hunt Valley
State : MD
Zip Code : 21030
Email Address : ERENEP@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I have lived in Montgomery County all my life (until recently moving) and
for the last 15 years I have enjoyed, along with my family, the beauty
and escape that is the Capital Crescent Trail.  Bethesda is an over-
populated city with a lot to offer it's local and non-local residents from
shopping, restaurants and even a beautiful outdoor getaway - our trail.
THOUSANDS of people enjoy and experience a healthy lifestyle by
utilizing this trail and if you destroy it Bethesda will lose it's ability to
provide this coveted asset.   I personally have trained for a marathon on
this trail and although I recently move to Baltimore - I still look forward to
running on this trail any time I am in town.  It is also a trail that I feel safe
on which is hard to say for most trails in general.

Many generations to come should have the opportunity to enjoy
Bethesda for both of its assets - entertainment and healthy living.
Instead of meeting to discuss how to move forward with the Purple line -
you SHOULD be meeting to discuss how to preserve this jewel not
destroy it.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #934 DETAIL
First Name : Geoffrey
Last Name : Cook
Business Name :
Address : 5225 Westpath Way
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Because

1) it will reduce road traffic
2) save time for commuters
and 3) environmentally efficient

* Formerly President of Fort Summers Citizen Association. Member
Western Montgomery Citizens Advisory Board

Attachments : Amaya_Fidelina Comment Cards.pdf (61 kb)





 - RECORD #1866 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Cook
Business Name :
Address : 13432 Cloverdale Place
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20874
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I would prefer that the Purple Line be part of the actual metrorail system,

using Metrorail trains, but, baring that, I would support the light rail
option.  In either case, I would like to see express buses to and from the
upcounty areas and the closest Purple Line stations.



 - RECORD #1690 DETAIL
First Name : Kathy Cooke and
Last Name : Peter Skomoroch
Business Name :
Address : 1545 19th St N, Apt B
City : Arlington
State : VA
Zip Code : 22209
Email Address : KATHY_COOKE@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My boyfriend and I have been using the Capital Crescent Trail on a
regular basis since we moved to the area four years ago.  We have
ridden our bikes or jogged on most of the trails in the D.C. metro, and
the Capital Crescent is the most beautiful one of them all; it is possible to
forget for a while that you are in a busy city since much of the trail is
fairly wooded.  The view of the forest is beautiful, and I have often come
across deer and even the occasional fox on the way to Bethesda Town
Center and beyond to Silver Spring.  Every time I have been on the trail,
I have noted how well used it is by hikers and bikers alike.  I have seen a
multitude of families out walking, parents peddling with their children,
elderly people out for their daily constitutional, excited dogs with their
owners, various athletes getting their workout, or people biking to work
with laptops and extra clothing in their bike bags.

I understand that you are considering building a Purple Line using light
rail on the Capital Crescent Trail, and that all of the existing trees would
be removed, leaving a narrower trail flanked by constantly passing trains
and/or buses; I am very upset by this possibility, and I think it makes no
sense, especially when there are other possibilities, such as a Bus
Rapid Transit line between Silver Spring and Bethesda or connecting the
two legs of the Red Line with a metro along the Beltway or underground.
The main perks of the trail for its users are that it is beautiful, quiet, safe,
environmentally sound, and free from fumes.  The proposed plan will
eliminate all of that.  I understand that the proposed plan has the
"benefit" of raising development ceilings so developers can build more
density along the line; however, I am not sure how much of a benefit that
is to the people who live in this area and whose interests you have been
elected to represent.  The interests of developers and the general
populace are not synonymous, especially on this issue.  This area is
already overcrowded, I have seen several neighboring counties who
have massively overbuilt in recent years to the detriment of the current
populace, many units are standing empty, and the ones that have been
filled only contribute to additional traffic congestion and an increased
lack of available parking.  Yes, even if people live near public
transportation, they usually still have cars.  Although I am not eligible to
vote in Montgomery County, I know many people that are, and they feel
the seem way about this issue as I do.  If I were able to vote in
Montgomery County, I would not reelect anyone who voted in favor of
the proposed plan, and I think many other people feel as strongly about
this issue as I do.  If you proceed with the destruction of the Capital
Crescent Trail, one of the few areas we have that resembles a decent
public park and recreation area, all I can say is good luck next election.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



Kathy Cooke and Peter Skomoroch



 - RECORD #2561 DETAIL
First Name : Karen S.
Last Name : Cooper
Business Name :
Address : 416 Pershing Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : COOLCOOPS@JUNO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To whom this may concern:

We live at 416 Pershing Drive. We will only support light rail that
includes a stop at Wayne and Dale. We will have to put up with
enormous disruptions to build the Purple Line  and want to

enjoy the benefits too.  A stop over a half a mile away is not convenient.
After all, the whole point of building this system is to make it easy to
access and use.



 - RECORD #1948 DETAIL
First Name : Edwim R. and Sue B.
Last Name : Coover
Business Name :
Address : 6816 Brookville Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : EDCOOVER@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam,

My wife and I support the Purple Line as a much-needed addition to
down-county transit.  We live in the town of Chevy Chase Section 3
where opinion is frankly divided on the Purple Line, but in accord on
the increasing traffic congestion, the difficulty in parking, and
concerns about air quality.  Be skeptical of those who would
characterize the various Chevy Chase towns as solidly opposed to the
Purple Line.  If a workable compromise can be reached with current
recreational facilities, many may favor of it.



 - RECORD #2616 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Coplan
Business Name :
Address : 7003 Meadow Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : COPLAN@UMD.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : The Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring is once

of the last remaining natural park areas in southern Montgomery  County
and is a region of undisturbed nature in an increasingly  heavily
urbanized county.  The proposed light rail along the trail will irreversibly
replace the natural park with an inefficient,
expensive, and wasteful train system that will take many years to
construct.  Please examine alternatives including express bus service
that can be implemented rapidly, with far less cost, and much less
damage to our irreplaceable natural resources.



 - RECORD #2027 DETAIL
First Name : Tina and Michael
Last Name : Coplan
Business Name :
Address : 7003 Meadow Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TCOPLAN@EARTHLINK.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Planning Director Ratcliff:

While east-west mass transit is a fine idea—and one of us works in
College Park—the price is too high in dollars and destruction of
irreplaceable resources with the proposed Purple Line. We urge you to
support the Jones Bridge Road alternative.

Gov. O'Malley has written eloquently about the importance of preserving
Maryland's quality of life, identifying the importance of protecting our
environment side by side with economic development.

He wrote: “We face the tremendous challenge of managing growth and
development in a more sustainable way to preserve and protect our
natural resources and the quality of life that we enjoy as Marylanders.”

Please preserve the natural landscape that is the Georgetown Branch of
the Capital Crescent Trail. Don't let it be destroyed for us and future
generations on the hollow promises that not much will change.



 - RECORD #3115 DETAIL
First Name : Tina and Michael
Last Name : Coplan
Business Name :
Address : 7003 Meadow Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Coplan 35526.pdf (112 kb)







 - RECORD #1423 DETAIL
First Name : Tina
Last Name : Coplan
Business Name :
Address : 7003 Meadow Ln
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I'm Tina Coplan. T-I-N-A, C-O-P-L-A-N. I live at 7003 Meadow Lane in

Chevy Chase. In presenting his vision for the state this year, Governor
Martin O'Malley identified the importance of protecting our environment
side by side with economic development. He wrote: we also face the
tremendous challenge of managing growth and development in a more
sustainable way to preserve and protect our natural resources and the
quality of life that we enjoy as Marylanders.

With a similar view, Montgomery County's legacy open space program is
designed to protect the county's natural resources and provide for green
urban communities. On its website, the legacy open space program is
described in part as a 100-million-dollar, 10-year commitment of public
and private dollars for the protection of irreplaceable, unprotected open
space. In response to the growing concern that open space is linked to
quality of life.

The county program goes on to say voters across the county have
expressed strong support for the protection of farm land, water quality,
trails, sensitive natural area and scenic open space. These open space
resources, it says, not only provide quality of life and community
character but support economic well being as well.

It is not necessary to purchase open space for Marylanders to continue
to enhance the quality of their lives with this linear park along the Capitol
Crescent Trail. To destroy this treasured resource for a very expensive
transit system when there is a better transit alternative available is
shortsighted and contradicts state and county goals. I urge you to
support the Jones Bridge Road alternative.



 - RECORD #2004 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Cormier
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SARAHBCORMIER@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

 I am a concerned citizen who values green space, trees and that
intangible peacefulness one gets from being close to nature.  Why ruin
one of the most beautiful spaces in our area? If you haven't read the Dr.
Suess' "The Lorax," I suggest you do so.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1858 DETAIL
First Name : Linda
Last Name : Cornelius
Business Name :
Address : 5320 McKinley Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to encourage the building of a light rail line rather than a

rapid bus line, when the purple line is built. I have lived in Europe where
I often rode both trolley buses and trams. The trams (light rail) are
preferable for rider comfort because the passenger is less affected by
swaying and by acceleration and de-acceleration. It is easier to stand
with a child and a bag of groceries on a tram than on a trolley bus. The
floor of the vehicle stays more level.

I do regret that the neighborhood where the crescent trail runs appears
to be likely to be cut in two by the light rail line. When you walk along the
crescent trail now, you will see many little foot paths and home-made
gates which allow residents and neighbors to pass both onto the trail
and across the trail at many, many points. Fencing the rail line with an
uncrossable fence will interfere with those natural pedestrian pathways
and will cut off neighbors and friends from each other. This seems so
unnecessary.... in Europe, I lived with my two young children on a street
which had a tram line running down the middle of it. They learned to
treat the tram line just like the rest of the street, ie, to look for vehicles
before crossing. Of course, it is easier to cross a tram line than a street,
as it is entirely predictable where the vehicle will go. I see no need to
create an uncrossable fence between the trail and the tram line. A
simple, low fence with openings every 30 feet or so would be enough to
delineate the rail and trail areas but would not prevent pedestrian cross
traffic. Any child old enough to no longer be holding the hand of an adult
would be able to stay on a path so marked.This is no different than a
sidewalk along a street. There is no uncrossable fence between the
sidewalk along Wisconsin Avenue and the Street.



 - RECORD #1173 DETAIL
First Name : Michele
Last Name : Cornwell
Business Name :
Address : 13602 Sloan Street
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Michele Cornwell, I-C-H-E-L-E, C-O-R-N-W-E-L-L. I live in Rockville,

Maryland and I went to the University of Maryland in the mid 80s,
graduate school, and I was lucky enough that my parents could afford to
help me live off campus but in College Park.

I now have four sons, all four of whom are in junior high school, all four
of whom who are hopefully going to come here to college. The idea
knowing that I'm not going to be able to do what my parents did, putting
them on 495 back and forth is a horrendous idea.

It would be so much easier to take them to the metro, let them hop on
the line to Bethesda and then take the purple line over to college and it
would make all the sense in the world for the future of my family and for
the future generations.

It's something that we need to do and we need to do it now. If they won't
start it in Bethesda, then start it here in Prince George's County. Thank
you.



 - RECORD #1119 DETAIL
First Name : Cheryl
Last Name : Cort
Business Name :
Address : 1438 Florids Ave, NW
City : Washington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20009
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Good morning. My name is Cheryl Cort, C-H-E-R-Y-L, Cort, C-O-R-T
and I'm testifying as an individual.

I live in D.C. but I work a lot in Prince George's and Montgomery County
and I'm an alumna of the University of Maryland/ College Park. I've
worked for many, many years on helping to direct growth to transit
stations in our existing communities and helping to protect our forest and
farmland along the Chesapeake Bay and the Purple Rail Light Rail Line
are a very important part of this.

I'm here to express my enthusiastic support for the Light Rail Alternative
that directly connects downtown Bethesda and New Carrollton. This
transit investment is critical to the success of our region, offering better
transportation choices and directing future growth to Inner Beltway
communities and business districts.

In an era of rising energy cost and global warming, reducing our over-
reliance on driving by giving us better transportation choices is
imperative. The long delayed Purple Line Light Rail is a greatly needed
and an important step to address our environmental crisis.

The investment in high-quality rail transit in our Inner Beltway
communities of Prince George's and Montgomery is one of the critically
important steps that we need to take to combat global warming and
deliver greater cost savings and improved quality of life for the families
of our region.

The higher level investment in Light Rail will help anchor our older
communities and bring new housing and business opportunities. I
strongly support increased investment in conventional and rapid bus
service in suburban Maryland and the region. It's a perfect compliment to
supporting the Purple Light Rail service.

With the high-quality Light Rail investment, which offers to strengthen
property values and business opportunities, I ask that the State also help
contribute to ensuring that low-wage workers, renters, and small
businesses are provided protections and assistance to help them stay in
communities that will be served by the Purple Line.
We are working to ensure that Prince George's County provides housing
preservation help to renters and assistance to small businesses so that
everybody can share in the benefits of higher quality transit and shorter
travel times along the Purple Line. We ask that the State set aside funds
to assist the County in this effort.

Overall, I enthusiastically support the Purple Line Light Rail Option that
offers the most direct connection between New Carrollton and downtown
Bethesda.

In an era of constrained budgets and the urgent desire to find more
energy efficient and environmentally friendly transportation and land use
options, the Purple Line Light Rail should be the top priority for Maryland
and our region. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2534 DETAIL
First Name : Cheryl
Last Name : Cort
Business Name :
Address : 1438 Florida Ave, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20009
Email Address : cheryl_cort@hotmail.com



Submission Content/Notes : Re:          Comments on Purple Line AA/DEIS:

Support for the Purple Line Medium Light Rail Alternative

Connecting Downtown Bethesda and New Carrollton

I want to express my enthusiastic support for the medium investment
Light Rail alternative for the Purple Line that directly connects downtown
Bethesda with New Carrollton.  This transit investment is critical to the
success of our region, offering better transportation choices and
directing future growth to inner Beltway communities and business
districts. I endorse the general proposed alignment that directly connects
downtown Bethesda at the Metro station to Silver Spring (including a
station at the new library), Langley Park, University of Maryland Campus
Drive, Riverdale Park and New Carrollton transit center.

As a frequent traveler in Montgomery and Prince George’s County by
transit, I stand to directly benefit from this light rail line.  Improving transit
in this corridor will enable me to continue to travel by transit rather than
purchase a car.  In an era of rising energy costs and global warming,
reducing our over-reliance on driving by giving us better transit choices
is imperative. Transportation alone accounts for about one-third of total
greenhouse gas emissions and is among the fastest increasing sources.
Over the last few decades, the amount of driving our region’s residents
did -- vehicle miles traveled -- increased three times the rate of
population growth.  A primary cause of this disproportionate increase in
driving is due to the spread-out patterns of development and community
designs that require more and longer vehicle trips. These sprawling
patterns of growth also destroy farmlands and woodlands that help store
carbon.  Rising rates of driving are responsible for most of the growth in
greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector.

The investment in a high quality light rail transit line in our inner beltway
communities in Prince George’s and Montgomery County is one of the
critically important steps in improved transportation we need to take to
combat global warming and deliver greater cost savings and improved
quality of life for the families of our region.  The higher level investment
in light rail will help anchor our older communities and bring new housing
and business opportunities.  The permanency of high quality light rail on
this alignment will foster job growth in east Silver Spring and Prince
George’s County and help connect workers to jobs throughout the
region.

I strongly support increased investment in conventional and Bus Rapid
Transit in suburban Maryland and the region. It is a perfect complement
to supporting the Purple Line light rail service.  I believe that this transit
project should be light rail in this case given the job centers, travel
market, redevelopment potential of the communities around the
alignment and high connectivity to other transit services and the core of
the region.



While a high quality light rail investment offers to strengthen property
values and business opportunities, which is good, we ask that the State
help contribute to ensuring that low wage renters and small businesses
are provided protections and assistance to help them stay in
communities to be served by the Purple Line.  While a healthy mix of
incomes is good for neighborhoods, ensuring that low wage families can
continue to live and work near the Purple Line requires intentional policy
and funding actions at the local and state levels.  I am working with
concerned group to ensure that Prince George’s and Montgomery
Counties provide housing preservation help to renters and assistance to
small businesses so that everyone can share in the benefit of higher
quality transit and shorter travel times from the Purple Line.  We ask that
the State set aside funds to assist the County in this effort as the project
advances.  Also, I ask that the State provide a local hiring requirement
for construction of the project and support workforce development
programs to achieve the goals of a local hiring requirement.

Overall, I enthusiastically support the Purple Line light rail option that
offers the most direct connection between New Carrollton and downtown
Bethesda.  The high quality light rail service offers great benefits to our
region in terms of providing more efficient and affordable transportation
choices, redevelopment opportunities and environmental protection from
reduced sprawl and driving. In an era of constrained budgets and urgent
desire to find more energy-efficient and environmentally-friendly
transportation and land use options, the Purple Line light rail should be a
top priority for Maryland and our region.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #331 DETAIL
First Name : Ellen
Last Name : Cosgrove
Business Name :
Address : 2511 Hayden Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : ECOSGROVE1@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

Let me take Metro instead of drive the Beltway to work!!
-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and, --
Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Ellen Cosgrove
2511 Hayden Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20902



 - RECORD #787 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Cotterill
Business Name :
Address : 9624 Evergreen St.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line light rail for transit, and I support the option that

uses the Wayne
Avenue and Capital Crescent right of way.  I
strongly urge you to pass this measure.



 - RECORD #565 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Cottle
Business Name :
Address : 7309 Lynnhurst St.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : jcottle@starpower.net
Submission Content/Notes : Re: My feelings about the Purple Line

I have a hard time understanding the need for construction of the Purple
Line when access via the subway is already available between College
Park, Silver Spring, and Bethesda. There are few important access
points between those major stops that efficient bus service couldn't
serve just as well as the Purple Line.

If the Purple Line were pushed through on the proposed route, taking
over the Georgetown Branch of the Crescent Trail, it would be another
instance of the Maryland State Government and local governments
giving little or nothing specifically to the bicycle community in return for
the tax dollars generated from the sale of bicycles and bicycle-related
products.

Very little is ever done to greatly improve the convenience and safety for
bicycle riders in the Maryland/D.C. suburbs, which is evidenced by the
failure to create safe road crossings on the Crescent Trail in Maryland
and the failure to complete the part of the Georgetown Branch with a
surface conducive to all types of bicycles.

The bicycle is considered a legitimate form of local transportation around
the world, but not in the D.C. Metropolitan Area. At a time when there is
an urgent need to address the problem of clean air and good physical
health, there should be a mandate by the Maryland State Government to
create safe bicycle routes that encourage people to use the bicycle for
local travel where they are not constantly threatened by vehicular traffic.

This could be done at a small percentage of the cost of creating the
Purple Line. It could also be done without drastically disrupting
established neighborhoods as the construction of the Purple Line will do.

In my opinion, constructing the Purple Line would not improve the
connection between Prince George's County, Silver Spring, and
Bethesda enough over the present subway connections to merit the high
cost to taxpayers and the disruption of communities and personal lives
that it will cause.

The creation of a safe bicycle route would be more cost effective, have
less of a negative environmental impact, encourage good heath, and set
a trend recognizing the bicycle as a legitimate means of local
transportation.



 - RECORD #1486 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Cottrell
Business Name :
Address : 7541C Weatherworn Way
City : Columbia
State : MD
Zip Code : 21046
Email Address : ROBERT.COTTRELL@COMCAST.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent trail is one of the most beautiful places in
WAshington DC / Bethesda, Maryland. It makes urban living enjoyable
as a place to stretch your legs and get some fresh air. I also believe that
is is good for the economy as it promotes businesses in and around the
trail by creating an enjoyable outdoor public area. On most occasions I
have used the trail, I have seen groups gathering together for a run or
bike ride and families enjoying walks and much needed together time. It
is a destination and should be used as a model for planning urban
areas. I believe this area should be preserved and expanded for future
generations to enjoy as I have.

If you do not believe me, do what I do and take a ride from Georgetown
through Bethesda and down Rock Creek. During this trip, you will get to
enjoy the sites and beauty of the Capital area as no other experience will
deliver. It is rare treat to find a city with such outdoor opportunities.

Please consider other public transportation options and preserve this
experience for the public.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Robert Cottrell
7541C Weatherworn Way



Columbia MD 21046

Your Name

Your Address



 - RECORD #1314 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Coughlan
Business Name :
Address : 9511 Midwoood Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I'm Richard Coughlan, R-I-C-H-A-R-D, C-O-U-G-H-L-A-N. I live at 9511

Midwood Road in Silver
9 Spring.

I have lived at that address since 1996. Prior to that I was a resident of
Baltimore City and I wanted to let everyone know that I had the
opportunity for many years to ride on the light rail line in Baltimore City
and I thought it was a great addition to the public transport system for
Baltimore.

It was a very long rail line. It ran from Hunt Valley which is a suburb of
Baltimore County north of the city all the way south to BWI Airport. It was
not only useful for commuters who traveled to work between the city and
the suburbs, but also for people like me who do a lot of traveling on
airplanes and didn't really feel like driving to the airport to leave our car
in a parking space.

So getting on the light rail in the city, the terminus was about a mile from
my home. It was very convenient. I think that this proposed light rail line
for this area will be similarly excellent and well received. Thank you very
much.



 - RECORD #2462 DETAIL
First Name : Laura
Last Name : Coughlin
Business Name :
Address : 4412 Chalfont Pl
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : LAURIECOUGHLIN@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To All Concerned:

My husband and I are writing to express our strong opposition to the
Proposed Purple Line construction in Montgomery County.  As residents
of Bethesda, we use the Crescent Trail very often for exercise, to walk
our dog, to enjoy a hike with our grandchildren and now that my
husband's office has recently moved to Bethesda, he would like to use it
to and from work. Part of why we love where we live is the access to the
extended Crescent Trail.

In this day and age of trying to preserve our environment, be more eco-
friendly and encourage a more healthy life-style, to destroy a part of this
beautiful trail would be very counter productive and irresponsible.  There
are definitely more feasible and environmentally correct alternatives to
this proposal.

Sincerely,
Laura P. & Timothy C. Coughlin



 - RECORD #99 DETAIL
First Name : Tiemoko
Last Name : Coulibaly
Business Name :
Address : 2013 Grace Church Rd
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : Tiemoko2005@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I bought few months ago a house located on 4th street and Grace
Church Rd, next to the railroad.

My address is 2013 Grace Church Rd, Silver Spring, MD 20910 (North
Woodside).

 I am not very familiar with the Purpleline project and I would like to know
how it will affect my house and area.

Could you tell me if the purpleline will use the railroad just in front of my
house ? If yes, could you tell me how my house will be affected (noise,
value, security, etc.)? Are you going to open a metro station next to my
house, etc?

Please send me all information about the project and how it will affect
my location. Thanks in advance

Best Regards

Dr. Tiemoko Coulibaly



 - RECORD #362 DETAIL
First Name : Anna
Last Name : Couvillon
Business Name :
Address : 12243 Tildenwood Drive
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : COUVILLA@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Anna Couvillon
12243 Tildenwood Dr
Rockville, MD 20852



 - RECORD #2826 DETAIL
First Name : Susan
Last Name : Covell Sands
Business Name :
Address : 10213 Parkwood Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : SUSANCOVELL@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it’s important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1949 DETAIL
First Name : Maria L.
Last Name : Covell
Business Name :
Address : 4309 Glenrose Street
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : TIM_COVELL@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Dear Sirs / Madams,

Please do NOT use the Capital Crescent Trail as the route for the Purple
Line.  I have lived in Montgomery County my entire life and have
enjoyed spending weekend afternoons with my family biking on the Trail
for years.  We MUST make every effort to maintain and protect open,
natural treasures such as the Trail as urban sprawl removes the last
natural spaces for more and more houses, strip malls, bus stops, and
noise.  Add a rapid transit bus lane to existing roads where people
already expect transit to travel.  Do NOT forever ruin the Trail!!

Unfortunately the developers, who own land along the Trail and will profit
handsomely from having the Trail “developed” to include the Purple Line,
have vast resources to lobby for its completion.  They won’t earn a dime
if an alternate route is used.  Do not be fooled by the supposed “support”
for the Purple Line along the trail – it is funded by rich developers.  As a
citizen, all I can do is write this email BEGGING you not to destroy this
wonderful treasure my family has enjoyed for decades.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.



Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2744 DETAIL
First Name : Matt
Last Name : Covell
Business Name :
Address : 5828 Winegrove Ct.
City : Derwood
State : MD
Zip Code : 20855
Email Address : MATT.COVELL@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1037 DETAIL
First Name : Timothy M.
Last Name : Covell
Business Name : Capital City Events, Inc.
Address : 10400 Connecticut Ave.
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : TIM@CAPITALCITYEVENTS.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Please do NOT use the Capital Crescent Trail as the route for the Purple
Line.  I have lived in Montgomery County my entire life and have
enjoyed spending weekend afternoons with my family biking on the Trail
for years.  We MUST make every effort to maintain and protect open,
natural treasures such as the Trail as urban sprawl removes the last
natural spaces for more and more houses, strip malls, bus stops, and
noise.  Add a rapid transit bus lane to existing roads where people
already expect transit to travel.  Do NOT kill the Trail!!

Unfortunately the developers, who own land along the Trail and will profit
handsomely from having the Trail “developed” to include the Purple Line,
have vast resources to lobby for its completion.  They won’t earn a dime
if an alternate route is used.  Do not be fooled by the supposed “support”
for the Purple Line along the trail – it is funded by rich developers.  As a
citizen, all I can do is write this email BEGGING you not to destroy this
wonderful treasure my family has enjoyed for decades.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees
Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions
Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



Tim

Timothy M. Covell
President

Capital City Events, Inc.

10400 Connecticut Ave., Suite 600

Kensington, MD 20895
(301) 564-6200 ext. 300
(301) 946-4474 Fax
(202) 285-5800 Mobile
Tim@CapitalCityEvents.com



 - RECORD #2400 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : Cox
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TOMCOX01@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Those In a Position to Make a Differerence,

I am writing to express my concern regarding the proposed Purple Line
route to run through the Capital Crescent Trail.

As someone who has lived their entire life in and around Kensington, the
trail holds a special place in my heart and memories.  As a child I rode
my bike to meet friends along the trail.  As a young man recently
married, we regularly walked our golden retriever puppy along the trail
every weekend (we still do, but he is now an older, 100lb pup).  I have
recently started training for triathlons and regularly run from Chevy
Chase Supermarket to Barnes & Noble or ride my bike down to
Fletcher's boat house.

I am not alone.  More than 10,000 other local citizens of all ages, races,
and nationalities (and voters) regularly use the trail.

Leaving aside my own personal experiences and perspective, the
bottom line is that the trail is truly one of the most beautiful sections of
the county, which would be forever scarred by the Purple Line.

Please find another solution!



 - RECORD #310 DETAIL
First Name : Micheal
Last Name : Coyne
Business Name :
Address : 706 Gist Avenu
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : MERLOCOYNE@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the MTA should
change the designs of all light rail options to support a trail within the
Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Built Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Michael Coyne
706 Gist Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

301-588-7673



 - RECORD #403 DETAIL
First Name : Kristi
Last Name : Craig
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KRISTI.CRAIG@SBA.GOV



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing to you as a concerned citizen, pleading for your support in
opposition to the purple line being built in the form of light rail along the
Capital Crescent Trail.  The Capital Crescent Trail, in its current form, is
a treasure shared by all of the people who use it.  If you have not had
the pleasure of riding a bike, running or walking along the trail, please
know that it is a long, quiet, tree-lined retreat from the congestion and
stress of the DC metro area.  One can go miles in some areas without
seeing a car or bus, much less a speeding commuter train.  My entire
family, including my small children, uses the trail frequently.

Bethesda/Chevy Chase is rapidly developing and that development is
consuming more and more valuable green space each day.  Are you
aware that according to the US Surgeon General’s recent “Call to
Action”, the number of children and adolescents in the US considered
overweight has nearly tripled over the last two decades?  And type 2
diabetes, which is closely linked to obesity, has increased dramatically in
children and adolescents in recent years.  The first reason cited by the
Surgeon General for this increase is a lack of physical activity.
Communities need to provide a safe environment for children to play
actively.  How can we as parents help our children to lead healthy active
lives, if local government will not support the continuation of safe areas
to exercise and play outdoors?   I am begging you to stand up for the
trail and withstand the pressure of developers because you know it is the
right thing to do for our kids.  Force local officials, who are willing to
trade our children’s health and longevity over the long term to save a few
hundred million dollars today, to find another solution and finance it.

Several local leaders have proposed viable alternatives to relieving
congestion that don’t involve elimination of green spaces in our
communities, including moving the route to rapid bus transit along Jones
Bridge Road.  This proposal would truly relieve existing congestion
between Silver Spring and NIH.  I am begging you to consider the other
available options for the purple line.  And, for the record, I am not a
member of Columbia Country Club.

Sincerely,

Kristi Craig

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Kristi W. Craig, CFA

Senior Investment Officer, SBIC Program

Office of Program Development

Investment Division, US Small Business Administration

202-205-7546  office



202-481-1522  fax

240-876-1431 mobile

kristi.craig@sba.gov



 - RECORD #40 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Crandall
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : jamescrandall@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Mr. Madden:

I am concerned about spending $1.8 billion for the purple line. Some
sources have put purple line daily ridership at 47,000.  If the 47,000
number is right, the capital costs would be $38,300 per ride/day. Given
two trips per day for a full-time commuter, this would rise to $77,000 per
rider. Why should taxpayers pay $77,000 for someone else’s
transportation? At a 5% discount rate, this comes to $3850 per year
(assuming an infinite life of the assets), or roughly $5-$6 per trip just for
the capital costs. Now, add the operating costs and we're talking about
more than $10 per ride. Wouldn't it be a lot cheaper and a better
allocation of resources to build (or improve) roads and let people drive
their own cars?

Curious,

James



 - RECORD #1120 DETAIL
First Name : Martin
Last Name : Crane
Business Name :
Address : 414 Fellsworth Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Martin Crane, M-A-R-T-I-N C-R-A-N-E. I live at 414
Ellsworth Drive in Silver Spring.

We've lived there since 1998 which is very near the intersection of Dale
and Colesville. Our daughter attends Sligo Creek Elementary School
which is located along the Purple Line corridor at Dale and Wayne.

I support the Purple Line Light Rail Option because I see it as the best
way to see green and sustainable transit in our region. During his
campaign, President-Elect Obama set a goal of energy independence in
10 years. I see the Purple Line as part of that goal and I want to help him
achieve it.

Why light rail and not bus? Well I think bus/rail transit would obviously
add buses to the corridor and would contribute to exhaust emissions and
runoff, regardless of whether those are fueled by diesel, natural gas or
hybrid.

One of the issues, and I don't know if it's still under consideration and I
hope it's not, I don't support any underground alternative in my
neighborhood because that alternative bypasses our neighborhood. It
doesn't serve it.

Doing nothing is not an option. Bus service in the Purple Line Corridor is
projected to deteriorate as congestion mounts in the coming years. The
quality of life in our community can only be preserved if we provide
alternatives to residents for their cars.

I'm from Detroit, but I think of cars as appliances. We should no more
encourage people to drag their automobiles to each and every
destination in our communities than we would encourage them to bring
their refrigerators or their washing machines. They should be in their
driveways.

A good parallel is Georgetown, if you think about. They rejected a
Metrorail 30 years ago and now they regret their opposition. Parking and
traffic has become increasingly intolerable there as visitors and residents
bring more cars into the area.

We're presented with the same choice and we need to make the right
one. I remember when I was younger and I saw these depictions on TV
of the city of the future with cars traveling efficiently into the metropolis
on elevated highways.

Well what they never showed us was where all those cars parked once
they got there. They never showed us what traffic would be like once
they arrived. Well, welcome to the future. I'm tired of sitting in traffic and
widening lanes, just to make room for more of it is no solution.

The Purple Line will offer a less stressful, environmentally sensitive way
to avoid congestion for people who work, shop, and dine in our
communities. By taking up to 20,000 cars off the road the Purple Line
will relieve traffic and reduce carbon emissions.

As this area grows, more and more people will be traveling to, from, and
within our neighborhoods. Let's give them a smarter, greener, and more
efficient way to do that by constructing the Purple Line Light Rail. Thank
you.



 - RECORD #114 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Cranor
Business Name : General Dynamics
Address : 432 11th ST SE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20003
Email Address : volcrano@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Two errors I noted.

The first was about the Trolley Bridge Site (18PR257). You wrote, "Field
observations during an earlier survey revealed that the bridge decking
was gone and that the metal structure was suffering from severe
corrosion." But since that time the bridge has been restored and
incorporated into the Paint Branch Trail.

You also omitted the College Park Trolley Trail from the list of trails the
line would pass within 500 feet of.



 - RECORD #53 DETAIL
First Name : Vivian
Last Name : Crayton
Business Name :
Address : 3613 Chevy Chase Lake Dr
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : vivcrayton@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I have some concerns about the Purple Line station at Chevy Chase

Lake.  Do you know when the next Jones Bridge Road/Woodmont
community meeting will be held?

I always seem to get the newletters AFTER the meetings are over!



 - RECORD #81 DETAIL
First Name : Vivian
Last Name : Crayton
Business Name :
Address : 3613 Chevy Chase Lake Dr
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : vivcrayton@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I live on Chevy Chase Lake Drive, along the trail that will be turned into

LRT when the Purple Line is completed.  I have three concerns:

1. Parking - our street converts to one-side-only parking during business
hours.  The spaces are quickly filled in by people visiting the office
building at the end of the street...how much worse will this be if people
park on our street all day to ride the Purple Line?  Residents won't be
able to park, as there's not enough lot parking.  Are there plans to
include free parking for riders at the Chevy Chase Lake stop?  If not,
how will you address all-day rider parking in residential neighborhoods?

2.We have several nesting pairs of Yellow Crowned Night Herons here.
You might already know that...I know that they're protected, and I'm not
sure if you'll have to take certain measures in ensure that noise and
traffic don't interfere with them.

3. How loud will the light rail be?  Our apartment sits 20 feet from the
current trail.  I can't imagine anyone being able to live here if the Purple
Line is very loud (I'm talking about brakes and actual operation).

Can you please e-mail me answers to these three concerns?

Thank you,

Vivian Crayton



 - RECORD #2971 DETAIL
First Name : Alisha
Last Name : Creel
Business Name :
Address : 627 Potomac Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Alisha Creel.pdf (93 kb)





 - RECORD #1883 DETAIL
First Name : Laura, Brad, Rebecca, and Lauren
Last Name : Creer
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BCREER@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2803 DETAIL
First Name : Jim
Last Name : Crilley
Business Name :
Address : 8027 Glendale Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JCRILLEY@HRRETAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Sir/Madam

My family (wife, three children) lives in Chevy Chase and I work in
Bethesda.

For years we have used the Crescent Trail for family walks, bike rides to
Georgetown etc. I regularly use it to walk to work.

The trail, which is used by thousands of people for commuting and
recreation, is a wonderful asset to the communities in lower Montgomery
County.

The Purple Line would destroy thousands of trees and the peaceful
linear park-like setting of the Capital Crescent Trail.

I understand there is a need to improve transportation in our region.

There is more North/South traffic is our area and it is as bad or worse as
the East/West traffic.

I have heard numerous people speak on behalf of the residents of Silver
Spring, Takoma Park and New Carrollton. It seems that some politicians
feel the Purple Line is the panacea and that Bethesda is the land of
opportunity. New developments in Prince Georges County like National
Harbor, Kontara, Woodmore Town Center and the Greenbelt Town
Center will employ thousands of people that were included in the MTA
ridership estimates. If people can work closer to where they live don’t
you think they will choose to do so?

In the meantime, a quick and inexpensive measure to improve
East/West traffic would be to reduce the fare on Metro and Ride On
buses between Bethesda and points east.

Please look into the level ridership of these bus routes; I do not believe it
is very high. A reduced fare structure should improve ridership.

The Purple Line sounds good from a “social engineering” aspect but it is
far too expensive at $100 Million per mile.

Additionally, I recall the MTA’s own report stating that the Purple Line
will reduce traffic by only 5%.

How can you consider a transportation system that is not going to
significantly reduce traffic?

Years ago I recall reading about an elevated rail system along the
beltway from New Carrolton to Bethesda.

It could be further extended to Tyson’s Corner. Although more
expensive, such a system should be studied further.



Given the financial crisis that our county, state and federal governments
are facing, endorsing the Purple Line is using good judgment, fiscal or
otherwise.



 - RECORD #1929 DETAIL
First Name : Delanson
Last Name : Crist
Business Name :
Address : 6205 West Halbert Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : LANCEDCRIST@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am a daily user of the Capital Crescent Trail, through a combination of
my biking to work and my recreational running and cycling.  I treasure
the CCT's uniqueness in the DC metro area.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3062 DETAIL
First Name : Doris
Last Name : Criswell
Business Name :
Address : 15 Farmington Ct.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Criswell 35122.pdf (124 kb)









 - RECORD #3172 DETAIL
First Name : Rochelle
Last Name : Crockett
Business Name :
Address : 8103 Blake Court
City : Bowie
State : MD
Zip Code : 20720
Email Address : rochelle_crockett@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Crockett 35733.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #1968 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Crosson
Business Name :
Address : 1218 Pinecrest Circle
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : dcrosson@starpower.net



Submission Content/Notes : An Open Letter to Those Deciding the Fate of the Purple Line
Why We Should Build It and Why It Should Be a Light-Rail System
By David Crosson

At its core, building a Purple Line and having it be a light-rail system is
all about physics and what we said as a nation when we elected Barack
Obama our next president.

Let’s start with physics.

Since at least the invention of the wheel, humankind has had a pretty
good sense that movement requires energy expenditures and that these
correlate quite precisely with resistance. In simplest terms, this means
the more a vehicle weighs, the more fuel it needs.

In 2006 – the last year for which we have data from the federal
Environmental Protection Agency -- the weight of the average vehicle on
America’s roads was 4,142 pound — 500 pounds (or 12 percent) more
than a decade earlier.

Surely, this weight gain qualifies as another event in the general
rounding of America. Unfortunately, it’s not the only obesity afflicting our
transportation system. The overall number of vehicles cruising our
highways and byways is up. It now exceeds 250 million and has been
growing by about 3.7 million annually since 1960. The number of miles
driven by the average American vehicle is also up, by about 3.6 percent
annually since the early 1980s.

With the number of people occupying this average vehicle now hovering
in the range of 1.6, compared with 2.2 in the late 1960s, the amount of
fuel needed to move a single individual in this average American vehicle
also needs to move 2,600 pounds of vehicle. By contrast, the fuel
needed to move an individual in a half-full tramcar of the kind visualized
for a light-rail Purple Line will only need to move an additional 1,800
pounds of vehicle. Is the difference here the proverbial 800-pound gorilla
in the debate over building a light-rail Purple Line?

Not exactly. If the Purple Line is built as a light-rail system, the 68,000
passengers who are expected to take trips on the line each day will not
all be abandoning an average American vehicle to do so. Some will
simply be riding the rails instead of a bus, but those who do give up their
cars will help us realize substantial energy savings.

At the same time, the Purple Line as a light-rail system also enjoys a
very real edge in terms of its energy saving potential over the bus rapid
transit system still under consideration. How so? The light-rail system is
expected to draw 16,000 more passengers each day than the bus rapid
transit alternative.  Again, physics rules. Higher ridership reduces vehicle
weight thus garnering energy savings.

So where does Barack Obama fit in this equation? When we elected
him, I think we were voting, fundamentally, for change -- not only in the
way we think as a people but also in the way we behave.

Locally, our embrace of Obama has coincided with a number of
realizations about the worth of a Purple Line as an alternative to the
status quo for Washington’s inside-the-beltway commuters. Much as we
might have reservations about the reliability of our Metro subway
system, I think it’s also occurred to us to be thankful that the 750,000
people the Metro carries each workday aren’t out on our roadways
instead.



I also think it’s been dawning on us now that continuing with the way
things are on our roadways – where we are moving ever more people
more miles in more vehicles that are heavier and probably going slower
than ever before -- simply makes no sense.

In addition, I believe we’ve also kept enough of a grip in the midst of this
recession to realize that an economic slowdown, while curbing our
growing gridlock, should not be embraced as a remedy for our traffic ills.

In fact, as a light rail system, the Purple Line will go a lot farther in curing
both out economic and traffic slowdowns than the bus rapid transit
alternative. The latter may be cheaper to build but it simply doesn’t offer
the same opportunities as light rail for improving our transportation
infrastructure and helping to jump start our economy in the process.

In recent months, light-rail has looked increasingly attractive because
the system runs on electricity, which reduces the toxic emissions wafting
from our clotted main transportation arteries into our neighborhoods. To
the extent that we live and work surrounded by traffic of increasing
density, we are imperiling our health with every move we make, every
breath we take.

Increasing numbers of us also have been seeing the importance of
dedicated lanes for ensuring the reliability of any new mode of public
transportation on our roadways. Increasingly, too, we’ve been
recognizing that the sheer number of motor vehicles on our roads is a
notable source of carbon dioxide emissions and the chief cause of global
warming.

While there are many justifications for building the Purple Line as a light
rail system, ultimately, I think, it will be built because those of you who
are deciding the issue probably have already experienced the kind of
exasperation with gridlock that might even change the minds of those
least inclined to support the Purple Line.

You know whom I’m talking about… those guys driving alone behind the
tinted glass of their big black, hermetically-sealed Cadillac Escalades,
the ones that measure their fuel in gallons per mile rather than miles per
gallon. What I’m thinking is that even those guys might be so done with
moving their behemoths between jobs and home at a snail’s pace that
they might actually grab a regular tram ride instead.

David Crosson is a resident of Silver Spring. He’s commuted to work
and home in assorted directions and by assorted means — car, bike and
Metro— over the course of the past 13 years.

Attachments : Crosson_David.pdf (18 kb)



An Open Letter to Those Deciding the Fate of the Purple Line
Why We Should Build It and Why It Should Be a Light-Rail System
By David Crosson

At its core, building a Purple Line and having it be a light-rail system is all about physics 
and what we said as a nation when we elected Barack Obama our next president.

Let’s start with physics.

Since at least the invention of the wheel, humankind has had a pretty good sense that 
movement requires energy expenditures and that these correlate quite precisely with
resistance. In simplest terms, this means the more a vehicle weighs, the more fuel it 
needs.

In 2006 – the last year for which we have data from the federal Environmental Protection 
Agency -- the weight of the average vehicle on America’s roads was 4,142 pound — 500 
pounds (or 12 percent) more than a decade earlier.

Surely, this weight gain qualifies as another event in the general rounding of America. 
Unfortunately, it’s not the only obesity afflicting our transportation system. The overall 
number of vehicles cruising our highways and byways is up. It now exceeds 250 million 
and has been growing by about 3.7 million annually since 1960. The number of miles 
driven by the average American vehicle is also up, by about 3.6 percent annually since 
the early 1980s.

With the number of people occupying this average vehicle now hovering in the range of 
1.6, compared with 2.2 in the late 1960s, the amount of fuel needed to move a single 
individual in this average American vehicle also needs to move 2,600 pounds of vehicle.
By contrast, the fuel needed to move an individual in a half-full tramcar of the kind 
visualized for a light-rail Purple Line will only need to move an additional 1,800 pounds 
of vehicle. Is the difference here the proverbial 800-pound gorilla in the debate over 
building a light-rail Purple Line?

Not exactly. If the Purple Line is built as a light-rail system, the 68,000 passengers who 
are expected to take trips on the line each day will not all be abandoning an average 
American vehicle to do so. Some will simply be riding the rails instead of a bus, but
those who do give up their cars will help us realize substantial energy savings.

At the same time, the Purple Line as a light-rail system also enjoys a very real edge in 
terms of its energy saving potential over the bus rapid transit system still under 
consideration. How so? The light-rail system is expected to draw 16,000 more 
passengers each day than the bus rapid transit alternative.  Again, physics rules. Higher 
ridership reduces vehicle weight thus garnering energy savings.

So where does Barack Obama fit in this equation? When we elected him, I think we 
were voting, fundamentally, for change -- not only in the way we think as a people but 
also in the way we behave.

Locally, our embrace of Obama has coincided with a number of realizations about the 
worth of a Purple Line as an alternative to the status quo for Washington’s inside-the-
beltway commuters. Much as we might have reservations about the reliability of our 



Metro subway system, I think it’s also occurred to us to be thankful that the 750,000 
people the Metro carries each workday aren’t out on our roadways instead.

I also think it’s been dawning on us now that continuing with the way things are on our 
roadways – where we are moving ever more people more miles in more vehicles that 
are heavier and probably going slower than ever before -- simply makes no sense.

In addition, I believe we’ve also kept enough of a grip in the midst of this recession to 
realize that an economic slowdown, while curbing our growing gridlock, should not be 
embraced as a remedy for our traffic ills.

In fact, as a light rail system, the Purple Line will go a lot farther in curing both out 
economic and traffic slowdowns than the bus rapid transit alternative. The latter may be 
cheaper to build but it simply doesn’t offer the same opportunities as light rail for 
improving our transportation infrastructure and helping to jump start our economy in the 
process.

In recent months, light-rail has looked increasingly attractive because the system runs 
on electricity, which reduces the toxic emissions wafting from our clotted main 
transportation arteries into our neighborhoods. To the extent that we live and work 
surrounded by traffic of increasing density, we are imperiling our health with every move 
we make, every breath we take.

Increasing numbers of us also have been seeing the importance of dedicated lanes for 
ensuring the reliability of any new mode of public transportation on our roadways. 
Increasingly, too, we’ve been recognizing that the sheer number of motor vehicles on
our roads is a notable source of carbon dioxide emissions and the chief cause of global 
warming.

While there are many justifications for building the Purple Line as a light rail system,
ultimately, I think, it will be built because those of you who are deciding the issue 
probably have already experienced the kind of exasperation with gridlock that might 
even change the minds of those least inclined to support the Purple Line.

You know whom I’m talking about… those guys driving alone behind the tinted glass of 
their big black, hermetically-sealed Cadillac Escalades, the ones that measure their fuel 
in gallons per mile rather than miles per gallon. What I’m thinking is that even those guys 
might be so done with moving their behemoths between jobs and home at a snail’s pace 
that they might actually grab a regular tram ride instead.

David Crosson is a resident of Silver Spring. He’s commuted to work and home in 
assorted directions and by assorted means — car, bike and Metro— over the course of 
the past 13 years.



 - RECORD #3032 DETAIL
First Name : Jose
Last Name : Cruz
Business Name :
Address : 8112 Tahona Drive, #521
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Translated:

We are concerned about the increase in the costs of residential and
commercial properties.

Attachments : Jose_Cruz.pdf (26 kb)





 - RECORD #763 DETAIL
First Name : Kristi
Last Name : Cruzat
Business Name :
Address : 5321 King Charles Way
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #2235 DETAIL
First Name : Genevieve
Last Name : Cullen
Business Name :
Address : 4004 Ellicott St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address : GCULLEN@ELECTRICDRIVE.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

As you move forward in establishing a long-term plan for sustainable
transportation, I urge you to resist the push to trade the Crescent Trail
for a light rail system. I live in the District now, but have spent all of my
life enjoying the Crescent Trail. But the value of the Trail is clearly more
than recreational.

The undeveloped green space of the trail is a truly finite resource that is
essential to our air quality as well as our quality of life. The light rail
proposed would be primarily be a redundant transportation option,
according to the studies of projected ridership, not a long term solution
to congestions and commuting problems. What if the City of New York
had decided that getting commuters across town ten minutes faster was
more important than maintaining Central Park? The Park is the lungs of
New York City and the surrounding communities. The Crescent Trail
serves the same function here.

Have we learned nothing from the problems created by degrading the
Chesapeake Bay? Hocking the Crescent Trail to buy a bit of time before
dealing with real challenges of Washington metro area transportation is
an irrevocable mistake. There are other options.

Maryland – and the entire metro area – need to take on the real
challenges of 21st century transportation (community planning, clean
transportation and congestion management, to name a few).

Please do not destroy forever the Crescent Trail to serve short term
goals.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3137 DETAIL
First Name : Maura
Last Name : Cullen
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : Maura@aecfconsult.org
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Cullen 35614.pdf (86 kb)







 - RECORD #1727 DETAIL
First Name : Patrick
Last Name : Cullen
Business Name : Ariel Coinsulting
Address : 1015 15th St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20005
Email Address : ptrckc5@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : After so many years why are there more questions.  Will this destroy the

trail? Ovbviously at least until it is built.  I have heard that there is
planned trail next to the rail line butit is not in theplans and is not funded.
So based on past experience the trail is gone wit its tree cover potential
for escape.  Then hter is the persistent questions regarding the cost.  So
much of what I read does not help me reconcile 2 billon dollars and the
convenience a single seat ride form east to west.  No one is projected, in
the inflated numbers of riders, to leave there cars.  The people who are
riding the present system will be the people who ride this one.  Not one
care off the road.  Plus, the LRT operates at grade at all major
intersections.  Oh my.



 - RECORD #594 DETAIL
First Name : Don
Last Name : Cuming
Business Name :
Address : 7814 Stratford Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : CUMINGD@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Don Cuming
7814 Stratford Rd
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #2764 DETAIL
First Name : Terry
Last Name : Cummings
Business Name :
Address : 3221 Hayloft Ct
City : Woodbine
State : MD
Zip Code : 21797
Email Address : TCUMMINGS@CBF.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because we need more transportation
options and less cars. Build the Purple Line. Stop the delay -
build it today!
Terry C.



 - RECORD #2822 DETAIL
First Name : Charlotte
Last Name : Cunningham
Business Name :
Address : 2727 Washington Ave.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : FXCJR@EROLS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrew

My family lives close to the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda
and Silver Spring. We use it daily as a safe and quiet way to bike or walk
into Bethesda. My children use it to bike to school and athletic events.
The trees provide beauty and shade for our walks.   If the Purple Line is
built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10 feet
from hikers and bikers every three minutes. We would no longer have a
safe or tranquil way to walk or bike to Bethesda.    It would be an
environmental and recreational disaster.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #14 DETAIL
First Name : Farris
Last Name : Curry
Business Name : Lofts24
Address : 900 D Bonifant Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : farrisc@accentdesigns.com
Submission Content/Notes : We (Lofts24) are on the list to be included in focus group meetings on

the Purple Line.  However, we have not received any information to
date.  Please email me at below address to be sure we are represented
at October 07 focus group meetings to discuss the route of the Purple
Line through downtown Silver Spring.  We are VERY interested in this
issue and strongly support a below-ground route.  Thank you.



 - RECORD #2014 DETAIL
First Name : Jade
Last Name : Curtis
Business Name :
Address : 4109 Edgevale Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CURTIS23@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

          MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

          County Executive Leggett,

          Chairman Hanson,

          Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and
family and/or why it’s important to you, your community and the
environment, etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes
in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around
the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be
neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other
on a narrow bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central
Park” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy
this natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that
takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2023 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Curtis
Business Name :
Address : 4109 Edgevale Court
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : R.CURTIS23@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,

          MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

          County Executive Leggett,

          Chairman Hanson,

          Council President Andrews,

Every day we see hikers and bikers using the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring.
This Trail is enjoyed by everyone, and they come from all over to
imbibe the nature and the calm.

It is loved for its tranquility and natural beauty.  If the Purple
Line is built here, nearly all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be removed and in my neighborhood, many of those trees
are in the backyards of
my neighbors.   The railroad allowed these residents to lease about
15' of the right of way, and for the last 50 years the trees and
shrubs in that 15' zone have become the backyard landscapes for many
people.  In several
cases the property line is 20' or less from their homes.

The trains would pass about 10’ from any trail user every few
minutes.  This is not the kind of tranquility sought
after by urban designers, park designers or landscape architects.  It
would eleminate a terrific urban amenity
that other cities around the world give their eye teeth to have.

Dense urban areas need parks and green spaces to balance our
sometimes over-built environment.  Often times it's what is not built
that makes a community or city really livable.   This urban forest
and Trail provide a rare green space that cannot be replicated
anywhere else.

Please use your  courage to put transit underground or elsewhere and
preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and many other generations to come, will be able to
enjoy this natural resource.
Let's think long and longer term.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #499 DETAIL
First Name : Elisabeth
Last Name : Curtz
Business Name :
Address : 7309 Piney Branch Road
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : CURTZELI@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I'm a regular walker on the Capital Crescent Trail from Silver Spring to

Bethesda. I'm also a supporter of getting a Purple Line up and running.
Routing the Purple Line along the trail would be a huge mistake; we
need to find a way to facilitate public transportation and keep people out
running, walking and biking.

The Capital Crescent Trail offers more than just a route for pedestrians
and cyclists.  It's a leafy oasis of calm in the middle of an urban
environment.  With soaring rates of obesity and stress related illnesses
we need to cultivate healthy, more leisurely alternatives.  We need to
find a solution to routing the purple line that makes it harder to drive a
car, not harder to take a walk.

Elisabeth Curtz
7309 Piney Branch Rd
Takoma Park, MD  20912



 - RECORD #1935 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : D'Achille
Business Name :
Address : 4217 Everett Street
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : MICHAEL.DACHILLE@ASSURANT.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O?Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

My family & I use the trail for bike trips often, My father in law uses it
to bike to work. It is a local treasure that is too important to be
damaged by placing the light rail in its place. It is place of peace and
quiet where there is too little to be found around here.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10? from
hikers
and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor attractive
for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -- about
10? from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and recreational
disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to
preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region?s ?Central Park? -- so
that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around
us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3078 DETAIL
First Name : Leonard J.
Last Name : Dack
Business Name :
Address : 6429 Goldleaf Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Dack 34960.pdf (111 kb)







 - RECORD #998 DETAIL
First Name : Leonard
Last Name : Dack
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LJDACK@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

This is to advise you that I strongly oppose the building of the Purple
Line along the Capital Cresent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring.

I regularly use the trail for recreational use. I am an avid biker and jogger
and use their trail often with my family and friends. I reside in Bethesda
and would consider moving if the Purple Line is built along the trail.

Thank you for your time.

Leonard Dack



 - RECORD #1033 DETAIL
First Name : Leonard
Last Name : Dack
Business Name :
Address : 6429 Goldleaf Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : LJDACK@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : This is to advise you that I oppose the building of the Purple Line

adjacent to the Capital Crescent Trail.

I am a resident of Bethesda, Maryland. I, as well as my family and
friends, use the trail frequently for biking, jogging, walking, etc. Please
do not build the Purple Line by the trail.

Thank you.

Leonard Dack
6429 Goldleaf Drive
Bethesda, Maryland 20817



 - RECORD #777 DETAIL
First Name : Glenn
Last Name : Daigon
Business Name :
Address : 10428 Rockville Pike, Apt. 101
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : gdaigon@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #3384 DETAIL
First Name : Jeff
Last Name : Dailey
Business Name :
Address : 2200 Pennsylvania Ave NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20053
Email Address : jdailey@velaw.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hi there!

I was wondering how I might be able to get digital copies of all the
"Aerial Photographs" linked here: http://www.purplelinemd.com/maps-
graphics/aerial-photographs

The coding of your website isn't allowing a way to save the images
through the Flash player...

Thanks,
Jeff Dailey



 - RECORD #2311 DETAIL
First Name : Terry
Last Name : Dailey
Business Name :
Address : 4894 Chevy Chase Blvd
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TERRY.DAILEY@MERCER.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

My family and I use the Capital Crescent Trail  several times a week for
walking, running and biking.  We are terribly concerned that the Purple
Line will ruin that great resource.   If you have ever spent anytime on the
Trail you would see how widely it is used and what a great treasure it is
and that we need to find an alternative for the Purple Line.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2396 DETAIL
First Name : Linda and Bill
Last Name : Daisley
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LINDADAIS@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Ladies and Gentlemen:

Do not ruin what little green space we have left.  Once it is built upon,
you cannot reclaim it.  The transportation issues involved here do not
merit the spending the huge amounts of money to accomplish it and ruin
everything in its wake.

As a taxpayer of many years, I urge you not to make a mistake and
authorize the Purple Line.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.  Once you remove the "green" you
cannot replace it and for what long lasting advantage???



 - RECORD #116 DETAIL
First Name : John Daken
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address : 7981 Eastern Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to express my support for the purple line, and particularly for

the Georgetown Branch ROW.  I support light rail over bus.



 - RECORD #318 DETAIL
First Name : Maureen
Last Name : Daley
Business Name :
Address : 13025 Bellevue Street
City : Beltsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20705
Email Address : MDALEY69@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Maureen Daley
13025 Bellevue Street
Beltsville, MD 20705



 - RECORD #2436 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Damania
Business Name :
Address : 7008 Exeter Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : RDAMANIA@WORLDBANK.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir/Madam

 Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the
 Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is
enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing  strollers, bird watchers, families
with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school,
athletes in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all
around the region.

 The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature  trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10? from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10? from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

 Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

 Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region?s ?Central
Park? -- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this
natural
 resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #117 DETAIL
First Name : Zal
Last Name : Damkevala
Business Name :
Address : 815 Thayer AVenue
City : SIlver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : zaldamkevala@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I think the Purple line is a great idea.  I would recommend creating

atleast three track lines, as this will ensure that when
repairs/maintenance work is carried out, trains going both ways are not
forced to share the same track.  This is one of the main problems I see
with the existing service.



 - RECORD #1857 DETAIL
First Name : Russell
Last Name : Damtoft
Business Name :
Address : 5320 McKinley St.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : rwd515@rcn.com
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support building the Purple Line as a light rail line

alongside the Georgetown Branch trail as quickly as possible.  It is
necessary to relieve congestion, to reduce emissions, to get people to
jobs, and to tie the two high-growth engines of Montgomery County,
Silver Spring and Bethesda, together.

Rail is vastly preferable to bus.  I have traveled often to cities with light
rail systems, and have lived in one.  People ride well-designed rail
systems because they want to.  If reasonably comfortable and reliable,
they carry a cachet this will attract people of all social classes, even
when driving is an option.  People ride buses, on the other hand, only
when they have no other better option.  We have an opportunity to make
a better lower county, and we should seize it.

Members of my family travel regularly between Silver Spring, normally
by car and occasionally by bus.  We would make this trip far more often
if a direct rail connection existed.

I would also urge you to begin work on the system as soon as possible.
We need this line now, not in five years.  Please don't let the process
drag on any longer than it absolutely must.

Those who object to a rail line destroying the ambiance of the
Georgetown Branch trail have a point and should be listened to carefully.
But the trail was originally built as a rail corridor, and the greater good
requires it be used for that purpose again.  Access to the trail should be
preserved for all neighborhood residents, and the ambiance should be
preserved to the extent possible.

Finally, I would urge you not to over-engineer the system.  Simple,
relatively narrow (to the extent possible within the constraints of the
ADA) rail cars without bells and whistles are preferable to overbuilt cars
such as we see in Baltimore.



 - RECORD #2807 DETAIL
First Name : Dandois
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : DANDOIS@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : As a life long resident and taxpayer in Montgomery County and living in
Bethesda since 1976, close to the Crescent Trail, I am opposed to the
use of the hiker/biker trails for a Purple Line Train system.

I would prefer the less costly and almost immediately available
alternative of a rapid bus system linking those transit-underserved
communities in Prince Georges County with downtown Silver Spring and
Bethesda.

I hope you take into consideration the thousands of persons who use
these hiker/biker trails daily as commutes and for evening and weekend
family enjoyment. We need to preserve our green space for as long as
we
can.  Land, like water, is an invaluable, irreplaceable natural resource
and asset, and one not to be squandered unwisely.  Once it is gone, it
is gone forever.  Further, we do not have the capability to replace,
restore or refurbish those trees that will be clear cut if the Purple
Line comes to fruition.

The green space provides not only a haven for the two legged species
but
are a habitat for many types of birds and other tiny creatures of
nature, whose very being depends on trees, shrubs, grasses and just
the
space to survive.

While I do not consider myself a "tree hugger" I have been involved in
the community for decades and am a local Scout leader.  Our Outdoor
Code is:

*As an American I will do my best to*

*Be clean in my outdoor manners*
    I will treat the outdoors as a heritage.
    I will take care of it for myself and others.
    I will keep my trash and garbage out of lakes, streams, fields,
    woods, and roadways.

*Be careful with fire*
    I will prevent wildfire.
    I will build my fires only where they are appropriate.
    When I have finished using a fire, I will make sure it is cold out.
    I will leave a clean fire ring, or remove all evidence of my fire.

*Be considerate in the outdoors*
    I will treat public and private property with respect.
    I will use low-impact methods of hiking and camping.

*Be conservation minded*
    I will learn how to practice good conservation of soil, waters,
    forests, minerals, grasslands, wildlife, and energy.
    I will urge others to do the same.

I think The Outdoor Code is one that all the members of the government
entities responsible for the decision-making processes surrounding the
dilemma of rapid-bus vs Purple Line need to take to heart.

I appreciate this opportunity to join in the chorus of outcries against
the Purple Line and hope the powers in being will do the right thing for
our environment and our heritage, our community, and our children and



grandchildren.



 - RECORD #1266 DETAIL
First Name : Adam
Last Name : Daniel
Business Name :
Address : 8416 Queen Annes Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hello. My name is Adam Daniel. I live near the corner of Wayne and

Dale with my wife and 18-month-old son.

Out our back window we can see buses going along Wayne and we will
hopefully one day see the purple line and perhaps a few fewer buses.

I'm a member of the Seven Oaks Citizens Association by the way, as
well as Silver Spring Advocates. I favor building the light rail as
described in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

The reason I favor light rail over bus rapid transit is one major reason is
better long-term capacity so that as we see presumably ridership
increasing over the years, we will see an investment in a system which
can support more passengers per vehicle paying off by helping us avoid
a situation where the frequency of buses does become a detriment to
traffic.

In addition, the projected higher ridership makes it worthwhile. Some
people have mentioned or diminished the value of the projected 20,000
or so riders that would be coming out of their cars every day onto a light
rail system. I think it would be a very substantial accomplishment.

Between the medium and high light rail options, I tend to lean toward the
medium because I would like to see a light rail stop right in downtown
Silver Spring, apart from the slightly removed location of the Silver
Spring transit center itself.

Some people have said that that stop would be problematic for the
library. I have seen mock ups of the integration scenarios and I
personally think there could be no better community investments than
this mass transit stop integrated with the public library.

I think government planning and community amenities couldn't get much
better than that.

I'd also just like to point out that for all the talk of folks in communities to
the east and detrimental impacts to them we've seen so far those people
themselves coming out overwhelmingly if not universally in favor of this
light rail system.

I'd like to see it built now. It has been a long time in coming already and I
agree with all of our elected officials who universally came out and said
let's do it now. Thank you very much.



 - RECORD #2681 DETAIL
First Name : Mary Jo
Last Name : Danton
Business Name :
Address : 9802 Bristol Square Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MARYJODANTON@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I am writing in support of the Purple Line as a Light Rail!!
Infrastructure funds are increasingly scarce ? so we must invest
transportation funds wisely. Our taxpayer dollars should fund
projects that serve the greatest number of people, promote
sustainable economic development, and save us money by providing
better travel choices. Light rail is the best near and long-term
investment because it can serve more riders now and in the
future, and better promotes economic revitalization. Also, I
would rather ride a train, such as the rest of the Metro rail,
as opposed to a rapid bus line. In addition, trains are less
likely to induce motion sickness, which can happen with buses.

The Purple Line is also key to protecting Maryland's
environment. Reducing the number of cars on our roads and using
the rail to support walkable, transit accessible communities
will protect our air and water quality and the Chesapeake Bay.

And with climate change as our greatest environmental challenge,
the addition of the Purple Line to the Metrorail network of
transit communities will allow Marylanders (and visitors) to
live and travel with much lower greenhouse gas emissions.

I know I would visit the Silver Spring area and beyond much more
often if the Purple Line Light Rail were operational.



 - RECORD #542 DETAIL
First Name : Ramon E.
Last Name : Daubon
Business Name :
Address : 4822 Chevy Chase Blvd.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : KFDAUBON@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear: Governor Martin O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
         County Executive Isiah Leggett,
         Chairman Royce Hanson,
         Council President Mike Knapp,

I am a frequent weekend user, biker and walker, of the Capital Crescent
Trail.  I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  Especially at a time of
serious budget constraints and sharpened priorities, this is a
misconceived project that we do not need.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity that
adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the
many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is=2 0crushed stone, not paved like the Trail
to Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon



sequestration, sha ding the Trail, and  providing a buffer for
communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.
7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be



biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally20eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ramon E. Daubon

4822 Chevy Chase Blvd.
Chevy Chase MD 20815



 - RECORD #10 DETAIL
First Name : Ricardo
Last Name : Davico
Business Name :
Address : 6208 Carrollton Terrace
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20781
Email Address : rdavico@comcast.net
Submission Content/Notes : I just wanted to say that I am glad to see the organization finally getting

this project on track.  It has taken a long time, but hopefully the light rail
will become a reality so as to relieve the congestion, pollution and
overall destruction to the community being caused by increasing traffic



 - RECORD #2683 DETAIL
First Name : Stuart
Last Name : Davidovich
Business Name :
Address : 4310 Knox Road, #4107
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : sdavidov@umd.edu



Submission Content/Notes : Purple Line DEIS Comment
Why Put the Purple Line on Campus Drive?
January 12, 2009

Submitted by: Stuart Davidovich
Address: 4310 Knox Rd. #4107 College Park, MD 20740

1. Campus Drive bisects the center of campus. It is a busy street and the
Purple Line proposal would allow the university to realize its dream of
closing it to most traffic.  It is the heart of university and having a stop
there would help unify the campus.
2. The Student Union is the center of campus life and a stop there would
reinforce that function.  Light rail is quiet, pollution-free and pedestrian
friendly. A trolley runs right through the Portland State University’s
student center, and the stop is flanked by outdoor café tables and a
place to socialize.
3. The university’s concerns about Electromagnetic Interference (EMI)
and Vibration can be addressed in design and planning.  Light rail is
operating successfully near major universities and research facilities
around the world.  Mitigation strategies are available, and it is not clear
how many research activities in the immediate vicinity of the proposed
alignment will even require them.
4. Most university science buildings are more than 200’ away from
Campus Drive.  The Microbiology Building is an exception.  Some
distances are:
a. Microbiology – 90’
b. Biology-Psychology – 370’
c. Plant Sciences - 390’
d. Site of new Physics Building – 1150’
e. Old Physics Building - 240’
f. Martin Hall – 712’
g. Marie Mount Hall –(location of Linguistics Lab) - 675’
5. The Purple Line will provide for a complete makeover of Campus Drive
– new streetscape, sidewalks, landscaping, bike lanes and lighting.  This
will have a major positive impact on top of that of the transit service
which will address a growing traffic problem.
Problems with the Preinkert Alignment
The Campus proposes that the Purple Line and all buses run along an
alignment that passes between LeFrak Hall and the South Campus
Dining Hall.  A central campus stop would be at Preinkert Hall.
1. There is little space between these two buildings – about 60’.  This
proposal would have metrobuses, campus shuttle buses, The BUS, and
the Purple Line all passing through this narrow choke point.  The idea
has not been vetted in the university community and makes little sense.
Few people are aware that the university administration thinks it can shift
all bus traffic onto this alignment which would have a significant negative
impact on the historic core of campus which is centered on the Morrill
Quad, location of Morrill Hall and Shoemaker Hall.
2. There is currently no traffic passing through this area.  The
implications of this proposal in terms of traffic and pedestrians has not
been evaluated by either the university or MTA.
3. The cost of relocating the major bus area from Campus Drive to
Preinkert is not included in the MTA estimate.
4. The cost of demolishing Preinkert and relocating occupants of the
building is not included in the MTA estimate.
5. The Preinkert location is far enough south of the campus center of
gravity to demonstrate lower ridership than the campus drive location.
This has not been evaluated by MTA.
6. There are facilities along the Preinkert alignment that are close to it
and would need to be relocated – most notably the MEG lab in Marie
Mount Hall.
7. Changes would be required to several major buildings to relocate



loading docks and otherwise clear the way for the Purple Line.
8. It is not clear that the campus shuttle system would function well for
students without some use of Campus Drive.
9. Even if most buses would be relocated to Preinkert, delivery trucks
and other large vehicles would sometimes need to use the road for
construction or deliveries.
10. The Preinkert alignment also comes across campus drive adjacent to
the University Chapel.  It crosses the Chapel lawn, impacting the historic
setting for this attractive outdoor space.

Attachments : stuart_deis1.pdf (72 kb)



Purple�Line�DEIS�Comment
Why�Put�the�Purple�Line�on�Campus�Drive?

January�12,�2009�
�

Submitted�by:�Stuart�Davidovich�
Address:�4310�Knox�Rd.�#4107�College�Park,�MD�20740�

1. Campus�Drive�bisects�the�center�of�campus.�It�is�a�busy�street�and�the�Purple�Line�proposal�
would�allow�the�university�to�realize�its�dream�of�closing�it�to�most�traffic.��It�is�the�heart�of�
university�and�having�a�stop�there�would�help�unify�the�campus.

2. The�Student�Union�is�the�center�of�campus�life�and�a�stop�there�would�reinforce�that�function.��
Light�rail�is�quiet,�pollution�free�and�pedestrian�friendly.�A�trolley�runs�right�through�the�
Portland�State�University’s�student�center,�and�the�stop�is�flanked�by�outdoor�café�tables�and�a�
place�to�socialize.

3. The�university’s�concerns�about�Electromagnetic�Interference�(EMI)�and�Vibration�can�be�
addressed�in�design�and�planning.��Light�rail�is�operating�successfully�near�major�universities�and�
research�facilities�around�the�world.1�Mitigation�strategies�are�available,�and�it�is�not�clear�how�
many�research�activities�in�the�immediate�vicinity�of�the�proposed�alignment�will�even�require�
them.�

4. Most�university�science�buildings�are�more�than�200’�away�from�Campus�Drive.��The�
Microbiology�Building�is�an�exception.��Some�distances�are:�

a. Microbiology�–�90’�

b. Biology�Psychology�–�370’�

c. Plant�Sciences���390’�

d. Site�of�new�Physics�Building�–�1150’�

e. Old�Physics�Building���240’�

f. Martin�Hall�–�712’�

g. Marie�Mount�Hall�–(location�of�Linguistics�Lab)���675’�

5. The�Purple�Line�will�provide�for�a�complete�makeover�of�Campus�Drive�–�new�streetscape,�
sidewalks,�landscaping,�bike�lanes�and�lighting.��This�will�have�a�major�positive�impact�on�top�of�
that�of�the�transit�service�which�will�address�a�growing�traffic�problem.

������������������������������������������������������������

1�See,�for�example:�http://www.gulfcoastinstitute.org/university/LightRail_Universities.pdf.�



Problems�with�the�Preinkert�Alignment

The�Campus�proposes�that�the�Purple�Line�and�all�buses�run�along�an�alignment�that�passes�between�
LeFrak�Hall�and�the�South�Campus�Dining�Hall.��A�central�campus�stop�would�be�at�Preinkert�Hall.�

1. There�is�little�space�between�these�two�buildings�–�about�60’.��This�proposal�would�have�
metrobuses,�campus�shuttle�buses,�The�BUS,�and�the�Purple�Line�all�passing�through�this�narrow�
choke�point.��The�idea�has�not�been�vetted�in�the�university�community�and�makes�little�sense.��
Few�people�are�aware�that�the�university�administration�thinks�it�can�shift�all�bus�traffic�onto�
this�alignment�which�would�have�a�significant�negative�impact�on�the�historic�core�of�campus�
which�is�centered�on�the�Morrill�Quad,�location�of�Morrill�Hall�and�Shoemaker�Hall.

2. There�is�currently�no�traffic�passing�through�this�area.��The�implications�of�this�proposal�in�terms�
of�traffic�and�pedestrians�has�not�been�evaluated�by�either�the�university�or�MTA.�

3. The�cost�of�relocating�the�major�bus�area�from�Campus�Drive�to�Preinkert�is�not�included�in�the�
MTA�estimate.�

4. The�cost�of�demolishing�Preinkert�and�relocating�occupants�of�the�building�is�not�included�in�the�
MTA�estimate.�

5. The�Preinkert�location�is�far�enough�south�of�the�campus�center�of�gravity�to�demonstrate�lower�
ridership�than�the�campus�drive�location.��This�has�not�been�evaluated�by�MTA.�

6. There�are�facilities�along�the�Preinkert�alignment�that�are�close�to�it�and�would�need�to�be�
relocated�–�most�notably�the�MEG�lab�in�Marie�Mount�Hall.���

7. Changes�would�be�required�to�several�major�buildings�to�relocate�loading�docks�and�otherwise�
clear�the�way�for�the�Purple�Line.��

8. It�is�not�clear�that�the�campus�shuttle�system�would�function�well�for�students�without�some�use�
of�Campus�Drive.�

9. Even�if�most�buses�would�be�relocated�to�Preinkert,�delivery�trucks�and�other�large�vehicles�
would�sometimes�need�to�use�the�road�for�construction�or�deliveries.

10. The�Preinkert�alignment�also�comes�across�campus�drive�adjacent�to�the�University�Chapel.��It�
crosses�the�Chapel�lawn,�impacting�the�historic�setting�for�this�attractive�outdoor�space.�



 - RECORD #2143 DETAIL
First Name : Doug
Last Name : Davidson
Business Name :
Address : 9624 Old Spring Road
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. D. Davidson.pdf (897 kb)





 - RECORD #2244 DETAIL
First Name : Melissa
Last Name : Davidson
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MGDAVIDSON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2076 DETAIL
First Name : Cornelius
Last Name : Davies
Business Name :
Address : 4920 Earlston Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : DAVIES4920@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir,

There is no doubt that the beautiful trail/park from Rock Creek to
downtown Bethesda will be destroyed by the Purple Line.  I do not live
near it but use/enjoy it as do thousands like me.

I believe in the need for better mass transit.  But I am upset because
alternatives to the trail  route have not been fully considered.  Things not
fully considered could include: expansion of  Bethesda Naval  Hospital,
a better bus system (as in European cities),  use of (wide) East West
Highway, or a future Metro extension adjacent to the Beltway to link with
the Metro extension to Dulles airport.  And consider the effect of the
terminus in downtown Bethesda.

The Capital Crescent Trail runs thru an irreplaceable  park.  Would you
run mass transit thru Rock Creek Park ??

 Let’s be honest.  The main benefactor of the trail route is the Chevy
Chase Land company, not the citizens.
Please, for the sake of our children, consider an alternative to the Purple
Line to Bethesda.

Thank you for your support of our common good.



 - RECORD #1813 DETAIL
First Name : Alan M.
Last Name : Davis
Business Name :
Address : 2501 Wisconsin Avenue
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20007
Email Address : adavis@urbanrealtydc.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

The Crescent Trail is a public right of way that needs to be preserved
and the Purple line should be routed along Jones Branch Road.  The
Trail is a wonderful pedestrian route that I personally use.  Given the
residential uses surrounding the Trail it would be downright foolish to run
a train on the Trail when alternatives exist.  Every week, more than
10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities --
use the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The
Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers,
families with small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from
school, athletes in training, and daily commuters.  Trail users come from
all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3295 DETAIL
First Name : George
Last Name : Davis
Business Name :
Address : 818 Delafield St NE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20017
Email Address : the4th@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a DC resident, but the Purple Line will greatly affect me given my

proimity to Silver Spring and my involvement with the University of
Maryland. I hear about BRT and light rail, but what about other options?
Maybe monorail perhaps? The Schwebebahn in Germany is very
successful, low environmental impact and has lasted for 100 years.
Seattle's monorail is very successful as well. Maryland is the showpiece
for may great transportation projects in the region. I believe the state is
capable of thinking out of the box. Perhaps monorail will silence the
critics and give the multimodal transportation solution this region needs.
I am already on the mailing list. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2673 DETAIL
First Name : Graham
Last Name : Davis
Business Name :
Address :
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GDAVIS_00@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2849 DETAIL
First Name : Kathryn
Last Name : Davis
Business Name :
Address : 3600 Cardiff Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : KNDAVIS05@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

Hello my name is Kathryn Davis, I have lived in the Hamlet (the
neighborhood behind the Chevy Chase firehouse-Connecticut  and East
West highway) my whole life. I personally use the Capital Crescent trail
to walk into Bethesda with friends and family, not only for exercise but
also as a child before I could drive we would walk or ride bikes. I also
use the trail going to silver spring in order to walk to my grand parents
house. Despite my car, walking or biking on the trail is still my favorite
way to get to Georgetown. Not only do I use the trail weekly, but my
cousins who live out of state love coming to visit and going for walks on
the trail as it was apart of their childhood as well. While I see the great
benefits of having the purple line, and believe me being so close to my
house would indeed be a benefit, I do not think these benefits outweigh
the negative effects the purple line would bring.

If the line does go through, the trail that I grew up on, the one that I have
grown to know and love over the past twenty two years will be
destroyed.If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees
surrounding the Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or
buses would pass about 10' from hikers and bikers every three minutes.
It would be neither safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each
other on a narrow bike lane -- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be
an environmental and recreational disaster. With the ever growing
obesity rate in America, why are we taking away one of the most
beautiful and natural places to exercise? Why are we making it unsafe
for children to explore their neighborhoods on their own?

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your time,



 - RECORD #1477 DETAIL
First Name : Neil
Last Name : Davis
Business Name :
Address : 1 Kentbury Way
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Neil Davis. Okay. My name is Neil Davis, it's N-E-I-L, D-A-V-

I-S. I live in 1 Kentbury Way, Bethesda, Maryland, 20814. I'm
representing myself. I live about 100 feet, maybe 100 yards, maybe 200,
100 to 200 feet away from the proposed rail on the rail trail. There's a
row of housing between me and the trail.

I basically would support a bus route either going to the medical center
or alternatively, I would support dedicated bus routes. I think it's the high
options, high option BRTs, either going to the medical center and then
coming down to Bethesda. Or alternative going through the trail
crossing, crossing Connecticut and then going up to the medical center.

So, in essence, even though I'm, affected by the
trail, by one of these routes, I'm still in support of it basically. I think we
need some public transportation. That would not have been my position
five years ago or even three years ago. But I think it's time to go to public
transportation in the area.

Specifically, if a bus route comes to the existing Crescent Trail area, I
think it's, I think keeping the trail on the northern side is a good idea and
that it would use the natural contour of the land to, to minimize noise and
should be able to be done at the least cost.

One of the reasons I support the bus options is that I think its, its cost
effective over the light rail system. I think I, it's almost half the cost. And I
think we'll be more likely to get federal funds for that reason and
probably be supported by the state.

I think the other important issue is, is that we would have a tunnel under
Connecticut Avenue or bridge above it. I know there's additional costs,
there should be one for the trail and a separate bridge for public
transportation so that's segregated. I know that adds an extra cost to the
project but I think it's going to make it more palatable to the different
people that use it.

If the Jones, if the Jones Bridge Road option is used with the bus, I think
we need a dedicated bus route, a dedicated lane and you should be able
to get access to the military property...property part of the BRAC options.

I've spoken with one of your consultants and I understand that it's
difficult, that the bridge would have to pretty long, especially if there were
property involved. Underground it would be even more difficult but I think
that these should be explored. That's it. But whatever, whichever
direction or option is chosen, I think it's very important to minimize noise
and the visual scene of the train, the bus or whatever it is on these
dedicated areas. I think the minimalization of noise can be done by
barriers that are about four feet high and it would redirect the noise to up
versus out for the properties. The natural contour of land can do the
same thing. It costs a few extra dollars to accommodate the local region,
the local neighbors but it's well worth it.



 - RECORD #1656 DETAIL
First Name : Patricia
Last Name : Davis
Business Name : Patricia M. Davis, C.S.A.
Address : 7606 16th Street, N.W.
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20012
Email Address : notary1081@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I truly believe we need a light rail line from Prince Georges to

Montgomery.  I spent years driving the beltway between Greenbelt and
Montgomery for work.  It sickens me how much those commutes
contributed to greenhouse gases.  Purple Line rail is needed now!!



 - RECORD #2271 DETAIL
First Name : Paul W.
Last Name : Davis
Business Name :
Address : 6913 Dartmouth Avenue
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Davis_Paul.pdf (611 kb)





 - RECORD #9 DETAIL
First Name : Shalyn
Last Name : Davis
Business Name :
Address : 2242 Washington Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Light rail not underground or above street level can/will cause a lot of

problems with traffic and pedestrians.  I am from Houston, Texas and
can verify.  There have been coutless accidents/deaths regardng the
installation of the light rail.  Had the light rail been built either 1. above
streetlevel to not hender drivers or 2. built underground so pedestrians
are not in harms way, the light rail would actually have been a success.
Please take this *warning* into consideration and do thorough
investigation of this alternative transportation before utlizing it.



 - RECORD #3094 DETAIL
First Name : Suzanne
Last Name : Davis
Business Name :
Address : 3827 Village Park Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815-5746
Email Address : stchs5@fedavis.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Davis 35450.pdf (108 kb)







 - RECORD #2101 DETAIL
First Name : Timothy H.
Last Name : Davis
Business Name : Loiederman Soltesz Associates, Inc.
Address : 4266 Forbes Boulevard
City : Lanham
State : MD
Zip Code : 20706
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Loiederman Soltesz Assoc.pdf (163 kb)









 - RECORD #2913 DETAIL
First Name : Tony
Last Name : Davis
Business Name :
Address : 722 Gist Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : tdavis@onebox.com
Submission Content/Notes : Comments regarding the Purple Line

I've been following the proposed Purple Line project for several years,
and attended the Nov. 22 public forum at Montgomery College.  I was
struck by the unanimity of purpose among the elected officials there,
who spoke convincingly in favor of constructing the Purple Line (and in
favor of the light rail option).  But I was also pleasantly surprised by the
strong public support from the citizens who spoke there.  It's clear to me
that this project is long overdue and will provide great benefits to the
region at a cost that is not excessive.  Since so many people have
commented on the advantages of building the Purple Line, I won't repeat
what I've already heard others say, but I would like to bring up a couple
of points that I haven't heard mentioned.

First, I must admit that the Wayne Ave. alignment does not seem ideal
for light rail, for reasons that were explained by several people
commenting at the Nov. 22 forum.  It seems to me that more attention
should be focused on the alternative Thayer/Silver Spring alignment,
which appears to be more direct, serves a number of large apartment
buildings and a school (like Wayne Ave.), and interacts less with traffic.
Moreover, the proposed Fenton & Wayne station in the Wayne Ave.
alignment just seems silly; it's only three blocks from the Silver Spring
metro station, and will only slow the line down.  I urge you to consider
the advantages of the Thayer/Silver Spring alignment, as an option
under the high-investment LRT.  I would add that high-investment LRT
appears to be the best way to plan effectively for our future; we've seen
significant increases in Metrorail and bus ridership lately, and it would be
a shame to underbuild the Purple Line.  Even if its initial ridership is n

 ot at the capacity of a high-investment option, I would not be surprised
to see a large spike in usage someday that will make us all grateful we
planned for increased capacity.  We have an opportunity to build it right.

A second issue that I've not heard mentioned much is bicycles on the
Purple Line.  This is particularly important as much of the line will run
alongside or near to a bike trail.  It would be a shame, for example, to
limit bicycles on the Purple Line to non-rush hours, as is the case on
Metrorail.  Likewise, it would be an unfortunate impediment to bicyclists
if it is difficult to enter a boarding area with a bicycle, or if loading a
bicycle on the vehicle is unnecessarily cumbersome, or if capacity for
bicycles is insufficient.  I urge you to build into the design of the system's
vehicles and stations facilities for bicyclists; this is a great potential
synergy in transportation.

Lastly, I'd like to thank the MTA and others who have clearly made great
efforts to reach out to the public during several stages of this process
and provided much useful information about the project and the various
options for building it.  I hope to see steady progress on it and to be a
rider someday!



 - RECORD #2411 DETAIL
First Name : Frank
Last Name : Dawson
Business Name :
Address : 4004 Everett Street
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : DAWSONFW@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #485 DETAIL
First Name : Jeff
Last Name : Day
Business Name :
Address : 9908 Kensington Pkwy
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : JDAY@BNA.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.

 As a bike commuter who uses the trail I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

-- Jeff Day
9908 Kensington Pkwy.
Kensington, MD

Jeff Day
Reporter
9908 Kensington Pkwy.
Kensignton, MD 20895

301 942-8569



 - RECORD #3294 DETAIL
First Name : Regine
Last Name : de la Cruz
Business Name :
Address : 2111 Ellis Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : rdelacruz@hntb.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am interested to track the progress of the purple line. As an area

resident, I am interested in seeing this project move forward.



 - RECORD #2862 DETAIL
First Name : Boris
Last Name : de Souza
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BDESOUZA2004@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Sir,

I live in maryland, and write to voice my strong support for the Light Rail
option for the Purple Line connecting New carrolton with Bethesda.



 - RECORD #140 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Dean
Business Name :
Address : 8519 Freyman Dr.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : Peter@Greatlandlord.com
Submission Content/Notes : I live near the Rock Creek trestle on the east side of the park and our

family very much enjoys the bike path. That said, I look forward to the
completion of the Purple line as a light rail with a bike path. I do hope the
path is on the south side of the tracks as it will then be available to the
residents in our area.

In fact I would hope that a light rail stop will be placed near the current
access point at the end of Grubb Rd as there are both the current
apartments and the county bus and maintenance yard which could be
redeveloped into a more dense use that would take advantage of the
light rail. Wherever the stop near us is placed I hope there will be very
good facilities for bike parking to encourage neighborhood usage.



 - RECORD #143 DETAIL
First Name : Peter
Last Name : Dean
Business Name : The Apartment House, Inc.
Address : 8500 New Hampshire Ave.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address : GM@GreatLandlord.com
Submission Content/Notes : I manage Suburban Hill apartments at New Hampshire Avenue and

Piney Branch Rd... We look forward to the completion of the Purple line
as a light rail with a bike path.

If the stop on University Blvd., just south of Piney Branch Rd is placed
where it appears to be currently planned I hope that an access path
could be developed between the school and the apartments. This would
facilitate residents in our neighborhood who currently must either go up
or down Carroll when they exit the neighborhood which is primarily on
11th Ave.

In any case, I hope there will be very good facilities for bike parking to
encourage neighborhood usage. Ideally these would include good
protection from both weather and thieves. I understand that there will be
a lot of stops but ones like this which are surrounded by significant
residential areas can certainly benefit from good bike parking and
access.



 - RECORD #1095 DETAIL
First Name : Alexander
Last Name : Dearmon
Business Name :
Address : 500 Tulip Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20917
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Pope_Margaret Comment Cards.pdf (68 kb)





 - RECORD #1227 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : Decaro
Business Name :
Address : 611 Greenbriar Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Ladies and gentleman, my name is Thomas Decaro, T-H-O-M-A-S, D-E-
C-A-R-O. I have been living at 611 Greenbrier Drive for over 20 years.
That is right about a block off of Wayne Avenue. I hope this hearing will
be more than just a rally for mass transit of the purple line.

The issue for many of us is not whether to build mass transit because
there is a tremendous amount of support for it and it's a good idea in
general, but which system is the most sensible and most wisely
designed?

The issue is not the concept, but whether a specific plan is a good one.
I'm here to ask you to do the planning in the right way.

My community east of downtown Silver Spring has expressed serious
reservations about the, what we believe to be an ill- conceived plan to
put the purple line street level down Wayne Avenue. We are talking
about the rail option.

Wayne would be essentially the only residential road in the 16 miles of
purple line that would have, that would be impacted directly. We believe
that the downtown and the residential neighborhoods east of the
downtown present unique issues requiring tunneling of the rail option.

Since tunneling should be through downtown Silver Spring transit center
through the eastern side of the business district and then under Wayne
Avenue from Cedar Street to the vicinity of Mansfield Road, which is
about an additional « mile of tunnel.

The reasons are to protect the recently revived downtown from being
strangled by increasing gridlock. While the purple line may take cars off
the road in general, the capacity on White Avenue will drive cars further
into the neighborhoods and increase the congestion in downtown Silver
Spring itself we believe.

Two-thirds of Wayne Avenue, if you want to put it at grade, will have to
be widened, shrinking a lot of homeowners' front yards and greatly
decreasing the traffic capacity on Wayne Avenue which is critical right
now.

Also access to existing businesses are going to have to be radically re-
thought. We have churches, we have the Sligo Creek Elementary
School, Whole Foods and the St. Michael's school and church which will
be greatly impacted if Wayne Avenue surface area is taken up.

We would like to eliminate the threat to the green trail because of the
widening, necessity to widen. Avoid traffic access safety and noise
issues off of Wayne Avenue. If you have a train going down Wayne
Avenue which was not designed for trains, unlike perhaps San Francisco
or Philadelphia where I grew up.

So I don't think the issue should really be whether the tunnel is the right
way to go. I think everybody agrees that the tunnel is definitely the
preferable option.

What we really need is to find a way to make the tunnel work. People
say it's going to cost you much. I don't think that's really true. If you look
at all the studies, I think it is a viable alternative. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1670 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : DeCaro
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TFD@EROLS.COM



Submission Content/Notes : TESTIMONY/WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS
SUBMITTED BY THOMAS DeCARO, SILVER SPRING

 To:  Diane Ratliff, Director of Planning, Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.  Please note
that I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring if it is tunneled under downtown
Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to
Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid
significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community.  It is clear from a careful review of the published studies of
this issue and, more convincingly, by a simple walk along the proposed
route, that a surface route will very likely be the slowest, most inefficient,
and traffic-jamming segment of the system.  I also believe that there is
insufficient justification for a station at the intersection of Dale Drive and
Wayne Avenue, although it is only a couple of blocks from where I live,
and I oppose such a station.  Moreover, please note that I am in
agreement with the detailed written comments submitted by Seven Oaks
– Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.

 What follows is a somewhat longer version of the testimony I gave at
the November 22 public hearing at Montgomery College in Takoma
Park:

My name is Tom DeCaro.  I am a resident living at 611 Greenbrier Drive
for more than 25 years, in the neighborhood directly to the northeast of
downtown Silver Spring.  My house is about a block off of Wayne
Avenue near where Greenbrier Drive intersects Wayne.

 At the hearing, I stated that I hoped the hearing would be more than an
uncritical rally for mass transit or the Purple Line.  The issue for many of
us is not whether to build a mass transit system from east to west, but
which system is the most sensible and most wisely designed.  The issue
is not the concept, but whether a specific plan for implementing the
Purple Line route is, or is not, a good one.  The issue is not whether to
build a mass transit facility or not, but how to do it right.  It is obvious for
anyone with any familiarity with the layout of the neighborhoods
surrounding the Silver Spring business district that the recommended
alignment which would utilize the surface of Wayne Avenue past two
schools, a large nursing facility, large churches, a very popular and well-
trafficked Whole Foods shopping center, and hundreds of homes set in a
traditional neighborhood, will have a serious and significant impact on all
of the surroundings.  If the Purple Line is to be implemented through this
corridor, it must be aligned so as to minimize the adverse impacts on
this unique segment of the proposed transitway.  This will require careful
consideration of a number of options in keeping with the goal of
implementing the Purple Line while preventing what would amount to the
virtual destruction of, or at the least the serious adverse impact to the
area involved.

 My community east of downtown Silver Spring has expressed serious
reservations about what we believe is an ill-conceived plan to route the
Purple Line at street-level through downtown Silver Spring and on
Wayne Avenue.  Wayne would be the only essentially residential road in
the 16 miles of the Purple Line.  We believe that the downtown and the
residential neighborhood east of the downtown present unique issues
requiring tunneling.  Such tunneling should be through the downtown



from the Silver Spring Transit Center to the eastern side of the business
district and then under Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to the vicinity
of Mansfield Road for an additional half mile.

 We have sought tunneling for this portion of the route for these reasons:

To protect the recently revived downtown that the County has heavily
invested in from being strangled by the increased traffic gridlock caused
by a slow-moving train crossing major roads through the heart of the
business district many times an hour through long rush hours.

To avoid widening nearly two-thirds of the one mile of Wayne Avenue,
on which the Purple Line would run at surface – shrinking many
homeowners’ front yards and actually increasing the traffic density on
Wayne through the middle of the neighborhood by a significant amount,
to a point where it would be almost unmanageable

To protect access to and from the parking lots of the Whole Foods
shopping center, St Michael's Elementary School and Church,
Springvale Nursing Home, and the Sligo Creek Elementary School and
Silver Spring International Middle School and other churches, schools
and businesses and residences

To eliminate the threat to the construction of the Green Trail through
Silver Spring proper, for bikers and the ability to build it in a way that
protects the safety of both bikers and pedestrians

To avoid access, traffic, safety, and noise issues for many homeowners
on Wayne, two churches, three schools, and an assisted living facility –
all on Wayne.
 Any Purple Line should be built through the Silver Spring Transit
Center, but it needs to be tunneled under the downtown and Wayne
Avenue.  Recently released information by MTA after its study was
published now suggests that there are possibilities for designing the
Purple Line in such a way that tunneling under the downtown and
Wayne, when merged with MTA’s medium-investment alternative for
either light rail or bus rapid transit, can be not only cost-effective, but
also result in increased ridership and better travel time and user benefit
hours.  With this combination of a route, traveling through Silver Spring,
not just as an origin or destination, will be a much more attractive option
for riders.  Tunneling in Silver Spring would be good for not just the
community and the vitality of the downtown in Silver Spring, but for the
entire Purple Line.  The community would look forward to working with
MTA and County officials in making such a hybrid route a reality.

 The only real objections to implementing the tunnel which have been
disclosed in the published reports are: (1) it is not technically feasible
and (2) it is too expensive.   Initially, citizens were told at meetings that it
would be impossible to implement a tunnel because of insurmountable
technical problems.  At this point, however, it is clear that extending the
proposed tunnel under the Wayne Avenue right of way to near the
Mansfield intersection avoids problems with subsurface conditions which
would exist if the tunnel were extended under Sligo Creek.  Because of
the manner in which the tunneling option has been presented, I want to
be sure that this point is clear.  To my way of reading, this point is not
sufficiently clear in any of the reports which have been published or
circulated.  The Mansfield terminus of the tunnel which we are proposing
does not have any of these technical problems, and, in fact, has not
been shown to be technically challenging.



With respect to the second point, although the tunnel may be initially
perceived as being more expensive than a surface route, this first blush
rejection needs to be more carefully studied.  As we all know, a plan for
a project like the Purple Line, and its ultimate realization, are usually
very different.  As the problems we have been trying to bring to your
attention become more evident in the process of construction, it is
possible, even likely, that eminent domain money will be required in
excess of what is projected to acquire the front yards and even in some
cases the homes of Wayne Avenue residents as well as Wayne Avenue
businesses, churches and nursing facilities.

There is also the undisclosed cost of remediating the traffic situation
which will be caused by an above-ground alignment.  Since the
projections in the various reports do not show that the traffic on Wayne
Avenue will be diminished by any significant percentage by diverting
auto traffic onto the Purple Line trains, additional remediation, beyond
that which is disclosed in the published reports, will become necessary
when serious gridlock results from the surface route implementation, ie
removing 50% or more of the current Wayne Avenue traffic capacity.
The studies seem weak to me on what happens to the cars which are no
longer able to use Wayne Avenue during peak periods.  At these
periods, Colesville Road is in serious gridlock.  The tunnel option
eliminates this problem.

The tunnel will allow the Purple Line to speed up considerably
throughout its entire route.  Surface traffic on Wayne Avenue is slow,
and even dedicated lanes for a train or bus will have to slow down
considerably to transit this stretch resulting in a system-wide bottleneck.
This will cost ridership, a cost which will be paid during the entire life of
the system.

The tunnel will also preserve the carefully designed aesthetics of the
area.  The above-ground route will likely require sound barrier walls
which cannot be constructed aesthetically.  The sound barrier and other
safety barriers will ironically form a kind of above-ground tunnel.

The revised cost of the tunnel is much less than the initial estimates of
its cost.  Tunneling will add less to the project compared with standards
for measuring cost overruns on similar public works projects, while
eliminating many sources of cost overrun such as eminent domain and
traffic remediation.  It would be ironic if public money has to be spent on
traffic remediation to implement a transit system, the justification of
which is to reduce vehicular traffic.

If the problems I touch upon are to be corrected later by tunneling years
after the project opens, this will result in unacceptable cost and
disruption to the system.  The time to implement the tunneling options is
now.

Finally, if a surface route is chosen, this will not demonstratively save a
single dollar.  Rather, it will shift the cost of the Purple Line to the
revitalized downtown and to the churches, assisted living facilities,
schools, businesses and homes along this short but critical segment of
the proposed route.  In the situation in which we find ourselves,
realistically, there are other alternatives to a surface route.  These other
alternatives are needed in order to preserve the positive economic and



social impact of the revitalized Silver Spring downtown.   This is not a
situation where the above-ground route down Wayne Avenue is not the
only feasible alternative, or where the project could absolutely not be
built unless it is aligned at-grade down Wayne.  In the absence of such
necessity, it is critical to optimize the Purple Line transit profile and also
to preserve fairness and justice to those affected by seriously
considering the implementation of viable alternatives.

Avoiding the tunnel may seem to initially save cost estimating work and
engineering work and it may seem to speed up the approval process,
but in the end the above-ground route has obvious and significant
adverse impacts not only on the Purple Line goals of speed and
efficiency but also on Silver Spring as a whole and on the Wayne
Avenue surroundings.  It is not clear from what I have seen that any
increased cost to build a tunnel would not be offset by much more
significant benefits.  My point is that none of these "hidden" costs, or
demonstrable benefits, are clearly evaluated in any of the studies under
consideration.  As a result, the tunneling option unfairly loses out.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #3140 DETAIL
First Name : Justin Anthony
Last Name : Dede
Business Name :
Address : 1703 East-West Highway, Apt 406
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : dede.justin@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Dede 35676.pdf (112 kb)





 - RECORD #2757 DETAIL
First Name : Sloan
Last Name : Deerin
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SLOAN.DEERIN@DO.TREAS.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Please don’t put the purple line through the trail. I love the green space.

My three kids and I use the trail everyweek-end.



 - RECORD #1944 DETAIL
First Name : Jeffrey
Last Name : Dehoff
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : JEFF32JEFF@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

     MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
     County Executive Leggett,
     Chairman Hanson,
     Council President Andrews,

I use the trail nearly everyday to enjoy a bike ride to escape from the
traffic and stress of work. Some days I don't know how I'd make it
without this chance to briefly "escape" urban life and clear my head.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2959 DETAIL
First Name : Grace
Last Name : Deitemyer
Business Name :
Address : 342 W. Edmonston Dr
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Deitemyer_grace_and_I support_This line will.pdf (56 kb)





 - RECORD #216 DETAIL
First Name : Judith
Last Name : Deitz
Business Name :
Address : 1213 Ballard St
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please make funding the Purple Line a priority - using the light rail line

as directly as possible from Silver Spring to Chevy Chase to downtown
Bethesda.  It will serve so many of us who need it!



 - RECORD #1662 DETAIL
First Name : Tanya
Last Name : DeKona
Business Name :
Address : 7407 Buffalo Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : As a resident of lower Montgomery County, I'm very excited about using

the a purple line. It would be heavily used (and is greatly needed) in
Silver Spring and Takoma Park.

I hope you will support the positions of Action for Transit.  I agree
wholeheartedly with their points. The light rail would be compatible with
pedestrians, no problem.

It would be an excellent use of taxpayer funds, and a source of pride for
you, and Montgomery Counties many area citizens.

Sincerely yours,

Tanya DeKona



 - RECORD #391 DETAIL
First Name : Emilio
Last Name : del Campo
Business Name :
Address : 6809 Greyswood Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : EDELCAMPO999@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Emilio del Campo
6809 Greyswood Rd.
3rd Floor
Bethesda, MD 20817

240-417-0896



 - RECORD #2895 DETAIL
First Name : Alicia
Last Name : Delahunty
Business Name :
Address : 8116 Old Georgetown Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814-1450
Email Address : VALUABLESSONS@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Wednesday

14 January 2009

Dear Governor O’Malley,  MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett,     Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

Our family uses the Capital Crescent Trail almost every day in the
summer to bike to the Montgomery County Public Swimming Pool on
Little Falls Parkway.  It is a quick and car-free trip from our home on Old
Georgetown Road, along Woodmont Avenue's bike-only lane, and on
the the trail.  We cycle together or meet up there from work, and cycle
home together.  We stop and pick the raspberries in season!

Any time of the year, the Capital Crescent Trail lets us bird watch.  You
would not believe what you can see along the trail just below Little Falls
Library, 5501 Massachusetts Avenue.  The birds just love the water
there.  The kids who dirtbike on the jumps they have built there don't
show up till noon!

Occasionally, I use the Capital Crescent Trail to go to the noon weekday
Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Church when I starting from Bethesda
Avenue.  Heading south on Veteran's Day, my husband and myself
walked from our house and down the trail to Georgetown (8+ miles).  We
ate a late lunch and took the Metro back to Bethesda.  What a treat!

All this could come to an end.  The Purple Line will prevent us from
enjoying ourselves without adding to our carbon footprint.  The Purple
Line plans will put more cars on the road to the pool and more cars on
the road to the County Parks.

Please consider our quality of life...just look at Montgomery County from
Google Earth.  You can hardly see the Capital Crescent Trail at
all...because it is such a tiny gem in an urban jungle!

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2343 DETAIL
First Name : Devin
Last Name : Delany
Business Name :
Address : 6751 Kenwood Forest Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : devindelany@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2378 DETAIL
First Name : Gael M.
Last Name : Delany
Business Name :
Address : 8 Quincy Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : GAELDELANY@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern:

I hope that you have heard the many comments from county residents
and users of the Captital Crescent Trail about how valuable a resource
we would lose if the county allowed a light rail system to eliminate this
beautiful recreational "highway"  from county residents who enjoy the
availability and the beauty of such a wonderfully preserved natural
resource.

I have utilized this trail as a bike path from my residence in Chevy Chase
to  Key Bridge in Georgetown during favorable weather as well as
simply walking to Bethesda aqlong this route for a movie and a meal
during the colder weather.

I just cannot believe that someone is actually considering altering our
landscape so dramatically for the remote possibility that we may
alleviate some traffic concerns while at the same time not taking into
consideration how many homes and families that may be affected by
providing this train service.

And has anyone looked at the financial costs, not just now, but in the
future, to maintain such a rail system?

I urge you tot, with your vote, to do no harm - to our county, to our
lifestyle  and to our children and their children who some day might
enjoy this little piece of heaven that we are fortunate to be able to use
today.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #2328 DETAIL
First Name : Shannon
Last Name : Delany
Business Name :
Address : 8 Quincy Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : DELANYS@EMPEA.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I personally take advantage of the Capital Crescent Trail nearly every
weekend and many evenings weather permitting.  It is a true testament
to our community that in the midst of this busy metropolitan area, we
have such an amazing and unique stretch of land where neighbors and
community members can walk, ride, run and enjoy such a fantastic,
sheltered and well-preserved trail.  Do not destroy this please.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #843 DETAIL
First Name : Laura
Last Name : Dellatorre
Business Name :
Address : 14 Magic Mountain Court
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building an at-grade light rail Purple Line, on its own right-of-

way for most of the route, and completing the Capital Crescent trail
alongside the route between Bethesda and Silver Spring.



 - RECORD #2984 DETAIL
First Name : Demarcus
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address : 1215 East West Highway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Marvin Majano.pdf (87 kb)





 - RECORD #1397 DETAIL
First Name : Murat
Last Name : Demiraydin
Business Name :
Address : 19030 Capehart Drive
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20886-3935
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Constantine-Davis, Jean.pdf (59 kb)





 - RECORD #714 DETAIL
First Name : Bev
Last Name : Denbo
Business Name :
Address : 6820 Wisconsin Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : DENBOBJ@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley:
        MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
County Executive Leggett

Chairman Hanson

Council President Andrews

I have been following the development of the Trail as an incredible
natural resource and community asset since its inception -- from the very
first link in my former neighborhood near Massachusetts Avenue when
we marked the trees and walked with Park and Planning workers in the
woods between Massachusetts Avenue and MacArthur Boulevard.
There were many naysayers but the success of this first section of the
Trail was immediate.  In the years following, the section between
Bethesda and the District was developed and again I was among the
walkers with Neal Potter one very warm day as he lead us from River
Road along the railroad tracks.  They were removed, the trail was
constructed.  Again, the success was immediate.  For years, pedestrians
and bikers put their lives at risk until, after a major effort on the part of
the citizens and local government, we persuaded the State to construct
a bridge over River Road.  Finally, safe passage to Bethesda. At the
urging of MNCPPC, the Army Map Service agreed to remove the
obstacle to a continuous route from Massachusetts Avenue to the
Arizona=2 0Avenue bridge linking the Trail to the tow path to
Georgetown. The last obstacle, the tunnel was finally opened for safe
crossing UNDER Wisconsin Avenue.

After years combined efforts by the community, the Trail has attracted
thousands of users to safe recreation and transportation to Bethesda
and Silver Spring enjoying the exercise, the outdoors, shopping, eating
and enjoying entertainment in the central business districts which the
county has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to promote and
enhance.  Proposals and actions which would essentially undo the
progress of so many years work make no sense.  Yes, there is a need
for efficient east/west travel between Bethesda and Silver Spring but not
at the expense of the incredible resource -- the Trail!   The time is now to
rethink proposals made prior to recent circumstances which have altered
transportation demands to Bethesda.  Using the Capital Crescent Trail
for transportation other than hikers and bikers makes no sense.
Recreation and rail or bus transportation ARE NOT COMPATIBLE along
the trail route.  I cannot imagine people, children, dogs and bikers
sharing the "road" with trains or buses.  All our efforts to provide a safe
area for recreation in our community will have been for naught.

I have recently moved to the downtown after 37 years living off
Massachusetts Avenue -- walking to Metro and shopping and movies
AND access to the Trail for walking and biking are truly wonderful.  My
young grandchildren also live in the area and bike every weekend to
Einsteins for their Saturday bagel treat.  Should trains or high-speed
buses be their constant "companions" on the Trail or should they have to
cross Wisconsin Avenue, it would no longer be a safe or pleasant outing
for the family.

Thank you saving the Trail -- we treasure the greenspace and all it offers
to the community.



Bev Denbo
6820 Wisconsin Avenue #8002
Bethesda, Maryland 20815



 - RECORD #482 DETAIL
First Name : Christine & Christopher
Last Name : Marr & Denney
Business Name :
Address : 804 Buckingham Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : ctine@ctine.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I am writing to submit testimony in support of the Purple Line light rail
and underground if possible. I would personally use the public
transportation 5 days per week to get to work, and to do errands and
worry free entertaining in Bethesda without having to have a designated
driver. Public transportation is important for ecologically responsible
commuting. The infrastructure, jobs and business it would bring to the
area would also be positive.

Many friends and neighbors have also expressed their support and
hopes that the purple line will be started soon as it is much needed.
Many families only have one car and two parents and teens working and
going to school.

Sincerely,

Christine Marr & Christopher Denney

804 Buckingham Dr.

Silver Spring, MD 20901

301-434-2240

917-547-4173



 - RECORD #2467 DETAIL
First Name : Martin
Last Name : DePoy
Business Name :
Address : 3396 Stuyvesant Place, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : MDEPOY@BOCKORNYGROUP.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1114 DETAIL
First Name : Matt
Last Name : Dernoga
Business Name :
Address : 15611 Straughn Drive
City : Laurel
State : MD
Zip Code : 20707
Email Address : madrad2002@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : Build the Purple Line, and don't build the ICC for goodness sakes.  If you

give a damn about global warming, mass transit is the way to go.



 - RECORD #2465 DETAIL
First Name : Ned
Last Name : Desmond
Business Name :
Address : 7106 44th Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NDESMOND@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing to in opposition to the Purple Line plan. There are many

good reasons to close down that option, and I list some of them below.

On a personal level, however, I would add that I moved to the area (I live
on 44th Street in Chevy Chase, MD) specifically because of the
Crescent Trail. I am a cyclist, and the trail is a fabulous bike path, and,
more importantly, my wife is blind, and she uses the path to take long,
peaceful walks well away from the areas aggressive traffic, as well as
gain easy access to downtown Bethesda via the tunnel for shopping and
so on. She will be robbed of all this if the Purple Line is built, and her
mobility and safety will be compromised. Imagine trying to cross
Wisconsin int he middle of the day with a blindfold -- that's what my wife
will face if that tunnel become unavailable to her.

Others may argue that there is a greater good to be served here, but I
think there are many, many people who rely on the Crescent Trail in one
way or another TODAY and they live RIGHT HERE, in this locale. It
would be unjust and unfair to essentially destroy a critical feature of this
community for the sake of vague, hard-to-demonstrate interests in other
parts of this county and other counties in Maryland, not to mention
certain business interests. I can assure you that any elected
representatives who support the Purple Line proposal will not receive my
vote or the vote of anyone in my family.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #525 DETAIL
First Name : Juan Claudio & Paulina
Last Name : Devincenti & Luco-Devincenti
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JUANCLAUDIO10@GMAIL.COM]



Submission Content/Notes : Dear: Governor Martin O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,
         County Executive Isiah Leggett,
         Chairman Royce Hanson,
         Council President Mike Knapp,

For many years my wife and I have enjoyed the trail, almost twice a
week, and surely on Saturdays, biking from our home in Glen Echo,
back and forth to Bethesda. A cup of coffee and a bagel represent our
lunch, among window shopping and good reading at B&N.

Nice days, and when we feel more energetic (My wife is 68 and I am 74)
we keep biking under Wisconsin Avenue and connect with the Sports &
Health Club, and further up. It has become part of our lives. We
sincerely invite you to joint us at biking any Saturday morning and you
will see how enjoyable, mentally and physically healthy, it can be.

That is why we are writing to express our opposition to a Purple Line
along the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.
We can put transit in another location, but we can't re-create this
beautiful,  tree-lined, natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity that
adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the
many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.
Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and



recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4. .  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and



in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Juan Claudio Devincenti, RA, CVS
Paulina Luco-Devincenti
juanclaudio10@gmail.com



 - RECORD #287 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Diamante
Business Name : Former President, Forest Grove Citizens" Association
Address : 1614 Sherwood Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : johndiamante@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the light rail option for the proposed east-west Green

Line system and route.  The proposed express bus option is really a
non-option and a red herring cooked up by the opponents of any mass
transit link that impacts their special interests.  These opponents, mostly
in Chevy Chase are concerned mainly about their Country Club
privileges without regard for the wider community interests and the fact
that the right of way is already available.  Buses will only add to the
traffic gridlock, one way or the other.  The light rail system is the only
effective choice, unless we go to a full undergrtound connection to
Metrorail.



 - RECORD #289 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Diamante
Business Name : Former President, Forest Grove Citizens' Association
Address : 1614 Sherwood Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : johndiamante@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : CORRECTION TO MY REMARKS SUBMITTED EARLIER TODAY:I

strongly support the light rail option for the proposed east-west Purple
Line system and route.  The proposed express bus option is really a
non-option and a red herring cooked up by the opponents of any mass
transit link that impacts their special interests.  These opponents, mostly
in Chevy Chase are concerned mainly about their Country Club
privileges without regard for the wider community interests and the fact
that the right of way is already available.  Buses will only add to the
traffic gridlock, one way or the other.  The light rail system is the only
effective choice, unless we go to a full undergrtound connection to
Metrorail.



 - RECORD #3099 DETAIL
First Name : Rev. Karen W.
Last Name : Diamond
Business Name :
Address : 4825 Wellington Drive.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : revkwd@mac.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Diamond 35495.pdf (89 kb)







 - RECORD #1894 DETAIL
First Name : Nancy L.
Last Name : Dianis
Business Name :
Address : 7710 Woodmont Avenue, #1107
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : NANCYDIANIS@WESTAT.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,
My husband and I recently moved to downtown Bethesda from
Columbia, Maryland.  One of the factors influencing our decision to
relocate was the accessibility to the Capital Crescent Trail.  In the past
we would load our bicycles onto the back of the car and drive to
Bethesda for an invigorating ride to Georgetown.  It was a great way to
show our daughter and her friends the national monuments "up close
and personal" without the worry of traffic and parking the car, especially
during the Cherry Blossom Festival.  Now that we live in the area in
addition to cycling we enjoy a 5 mile run several times a week along the
trail. Despite a few unfortunate incidents, the trail is a safe place to enjoy
the outdoors and partake in cardiovascular conditioning after spending
40 - 60 hours a week in a office or on an airplane.  We consider The
Trail a nature oasis amongst the concrete and glass landscape of Silver
Spring and Bethesda.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1864 DETAIL
First Name : Catherine
Last Name : Dibble
Business Name : Aiki Labs, Ltd.
Address : 3 Bethesda Metro Center
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : geographs@aikilabs.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a Bethesda business owner who strongly supports building the

Purple LIne __Light Rail Version__, along with a safe and well-lit bike
trail for its entire length.    I would commute using the bike trail and the
train, depending upon the weather, and I would provide full public
transportation benefits for each of my employees.



 - RECORD #1065 DETAIL
First Name : Vanessa
Last Name : Dick
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : VANESSA1026@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

No Transit on the Capital Crescent Trail!  Although I support the creation
of public transportation, I don't think it has to be at the expense of the
Capital Crescent Trail.  The trail acts as a vital link between
neighborhoods and nature and the development plan as proposed would
compromise all the advantages that the trail currently offers.  I, and my
neighbors, use it daily as an escape from the stress of the city and also
as car-free method of transit between Silver Spring and Chevy Chase.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10'  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Vanessa Dick



 - RECORD #632 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Dickman
Business Name :
Address : 19437 Brassie Place #203
City : Montgomery Village
State : MD
Zip Code : 20886
Email Address : MBDICKMAN@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail

Michael Dickman
19437 Brassie Place #203
Montgomery Village MD 20886



 - RECORD #2646 DETAIL
First Name : Christine
Last Name : Dieterich
Business Name :
Address : 4450 S. Park Ave
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CDIETERICH@IMF.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #1501 DETAIL
First Name : Karen B.
Last Name : Dietrich
Business Name :
Address : 7901 Kentbury Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : KDIETRICHMA@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am resident of Bethesda.  I rely on public transportation for my
commute, and, having grown up in Europe, I am a big fan of public
transportation.  My husband's job requires him to commute several times
per month from Bethesda to Prince George's County, and he likely
would use the Purple Line to do so.  That said, I must express my strong
opposition to what appears to be the preference of the Maryland Transit
Administration to build the Purple Line light rail on the Capital Crescent
Trail between Silver Spring and Bethesda.

Based on what I have read in the DEIS and heard at the MTA's public
meetings, the cost of the light rail options being considered are
astronomical and cannot possibly be justified in light of all of the
competing needs for government funding.  At a cost of over 1.6 billion
Dollars, the light rail project could only be justifiable if it made an actual
difference in the lives of many, many residents of this area.  The DEIS
demonstrates that it will not.  While it may make the commute slightly
shorter for a limited number of residents (and both the ridership numbers
and the commuting times estimated by the MTA have been challenged,
particularly those for the Jones Bridge Road Rapid Bus Transit
alternative), the DEIS and MTA appear to be concede that the Purple
Line as currently conceived will not actually take many (or any) cars off
the road or ease traffic congestion in any appreciable way.  Moreover,
the DEIS fails entirely to address the anticipated growth taking place
north of downtown Bethesda, not just at NIH and the National Naval
Medical Center but also in the corridor north along Wisconsin Avenue
into Rockville.  Utilizing Bus Rapid Transit along Jones Bridge Road
would provide transit to more destinations, and do so at a lower cost and
with much more flexibility to accommodate future shifts in density, than
the proposed light rail, a 30-year old concept that does not address
current (or future) needs.

While the DEIS clearly sets forth the astronomical cost of the proposed
light rail in terms of Dollars, it completely (and irresponsibly) ignores the
costs in terms of our environment.  Under the proposal, the Capital
Crescent Trail would essentially cease to exist as we know it.  The clear-
cutting of thousands of mature trees (which provide oxygen and shade,
not to mention an asthetically pleasing landscape), the elimination of a
welcome refuge from urban life, the loss of a pleasant and safe route for
pedestrian and bicycle commuters -- these are costs that are
incalculable.  Once destroyed, natural, open spaces like the Capital
Crescent Trail are difficult, if not impossible, to reclaim.  The fact that the
drafters of the DEIS adopted a technical definition of the term "parkland"
-- for which the trail apparently does not qualify -- does not change that
to many of us, and our children, this public space represents one of very
few easily easily accessible green spaces.  In the summer, the trail is
shady and many degrees cooler than any other route that walkers,
runners and bicyclists can take in or near Bethesda.  All of these
benefits would be lost by clear-cutting the trees along the trail and
turning the trail into a glorified side-walk next to a high speed light rail.

I urge you to consider the foresight urban planners had in cities like New
York, Boston, and Berlin, to name just a few, where extensive park
systems and natural trails were preserved.  Please do not squander a
precious natural resource utilized by so many in the interest of a slightly
more comfortable, and perhaps slightly faster, commute for those few
people who would choose to ride light rail but would refuse to sit on a
bus -- for perhaps a few extra minutes -- to the same destinations.
Particularly when doing so comes at the cost of over 1.6 Billion Dollars.

Very truly yours,



Karen B. Dietrich
7901 Kentbury Drive
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-654-6401
kdietrichma@yahoo.com



 - RECORD #3063 DETAIL
First Name : Margaret
Last Name : Dietrich
Business Name :
Address : 4808 Moorland Lane, #307
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Dietrich 35136.pdf (125 kb)









 - RECORD #3151 DETAIL
First Name : Audrey
Last Name : Diggs
Business Name :
Address : 6802 Storch Court
City : Lanham
State : MD
Zip Code : 20706
Email Address : audrey_diggs@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Diggs 35695.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #2136 DETAIL
First Name : Blair
Last Name : Diggs
Business Name :
Address : 2309 Ross Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. B. Diggs.pdf (978 kb)





 - RECORD #1083 DETAIL
First Name : Dave
Last Name : Dildine
Business Name :
Address : 2602 Avena Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : ddildine@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am writing in favor of light rail. I have lived in Montgomery County my

entire life (Bethesda, Rockville, Chevy Chase and now Wheaton). I live
in Wheaton (0.5 miles from metro) and work in downtown Bethesda. To
take Metro I have to ride 22 miles to my office 3.5 miles from my house.
It is time to use the Georgetown Branch for the purpose for which it was
purchased (with my tax dollars) - as a commuter train right of way. I urge
you to build the Purple Line for the benefit of the citizens of Maryland.
Thank you.



 - RECORD #3324 DETAIL
First Name : T Herbert
Last Name : Dimmock
Business Name :
Address : 701 S. Charles St
City : Baltimore
State : MD
Zip Code : 21230
Email Address : thdimmock@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : This project is sorely needed and long over-due.  Please build it!  In fact.

raising our gas tax to build more transportation infrastructure would be
wise.   Years ago, Gov Schaeffer proposed that and when he showed
that the money would be spent all over the state he got strong support
(bipartisan!!)

This is smart growth



 - RECORD #38 DETAIL
First Name : Sola
Last Name : Dingle
Business Name : MC Dean
Address : 22461 Shaw Rd.
City : Dulles
State : VA
Zip Code : 20166
Email Address : bids@mcdean.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would continuous information on this project, and an ETA on the RFP

and an Invitation to bid.



 - RECORD #2881 DETAIL
First Name : Anastasia N.
Last Name : Dinsmoor
Business Name :
Address : 4242 East-West Highway
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : TDINSMOOR@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Please, do not destroy our nature trail! Use the Jones Bridge option for

the Purple Line; this option would  also help with the BRAC traffic, an
element introduced long after the Master Plan was created.



 - RECORD #3217 DETAIL
First Name : Laura
Last Name : DiSciullo
Business Name :
Address : 7050 Eastern Ave. NW #202A
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20012
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. The Purple Line would

help so many people reach their workplace, school, doctors, etc.
Attachments : CM Hall_DiSciulla Laura.pdf (99 kb)





 - RECORD #1382 DETAIL
First Name : Donna
Last Name : DiTullio
Business Name :
Address : 10414 Heathside Way
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Juliette May.pdf (71 kb)





 - RECORD #2214 DETAIL
First Name : Brian E.
Last Name : Ditzler
Business Name :
Address : 1225 Noyes Drive
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : beditzler@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Wrttn Tstmny. Brian Ditzler.pdf (2 mb)







 - RECORD #1349 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Ditzler
Business Name :
Address : 1225 Noyes Drive
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is spelled Brian, B-R-I-A-N, Ditzler, D-I-T-Z-L-E-R. I live in
Montgomery County and strongly support building the Purple Line light
rail transit system.

The Georgetown Branch right-of-way through Chevy Chase is the ideal
location for rapid transit connecting Bethesda with Silver Spring and
points east. Montgomery County has owned that right-of-way since 1988
and envisioned a trolley system and trail running on that property in their
Master Plan since 1989. Running the Purple Line over that right-of-way
would be the fastest way to travel between Bethesda and Silver Spring.

With medium or higher investment light rail transit, people could travel
the distance between Bethesda and Silver Spring in only 9 minutes, far
less time then it would take to drive or bus between the 2 downtowns,
which would greatly stimulate ridership and get more vehicles off the
road.

I grew up in Chevy Chase, and as a youth enjoyed going to Columbia
Country Club where my parents were golf playing members for four
decades. The golf courses had a train track or a paved trail running
through it for almost a hundred years. My mother says that having a train
track running to the golf course was not a problem, it was just the way it
was.

The publicly owned right-of-way through Columbia Country Club is a
hundred foot wide, its Foot wide in other places, which is plenty of space
for a two lane trolley track, a paved trail, a 10 foot landscaped buffer
between them in most places, plus green space on either side of the
trolley and trail. No property would need to be taken along that right-of-
way in Chevy Chase. With improved transit and trail access, Chevy
Chase will be an even more desirable place to live.

My wife and I ride our bicycles on the Capitol Crescent Trail between
Silver Spring and Bethesda and can easily imagine having light rail
transit running beside us. People who say the Purple Line would
damage the Capitol Crescent Trail are spreading mis-truths. The Purple
Line is needed now and that need will grow over time.

People who live and work in the Washington area have the dubious
honor of having the second worse commutes in the country after New
York, according to data from the census bureau. The region already
exceeds federal standards for ozone and other air pollutants, especially
in hot spots of congestion where buses and trucks omit pollution.

A recent report from the Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments predicts the region's omissions will grow by 33 percent by
2030, because of expected population growth. So with traffic congestion
and air pollution growing worse over time, transit systems like the Purple
Line will give us a greener future. They're critically important for our
health and well-being, to lessen global warming as well as economic
development. We have to remember there was substantial opposition to
creating the Washington Metro system and now everyone recognizes we
couldn't live without it. It's clear to me that we can't live without the
Purple Line light rail transit system. Say yes to the Purple Line light rail
for a better tomorrow.



 - RECORD #1733 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Ditzler
Business Name :
Address : 1225 Noyes Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : BDITZLER@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line Recommendations

Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews and Ms.
Ratcliff:

It was most encouraging to learn the Montgomery County Planning
Department staff has joined the growing list of organizations and
individual citizens who support the medium investment light rail option
for the Purple Line.  It is the best approach for the much-needed east-
west public transit route across Montgomery and Prince George’s
counties.

There are a number of conclusions of the planning staff that I support.

Only light rail and not bus rapid transit would attract and be able to carry
the heavy ridership desired and predicted for the Purple Line.  With
traffic congestion already bad and predicted to worsen in the future, and
light rail able to provide much faster travel times to more passengers,
the light rail medium investment option really would be the most practical
and cost-effective in the long run.

Using the Georgetown Branch right-of-way between Bethesda and Silver
Spring really makes the most sense.  Montgomery County had the
foresight to purchase that right-of-way 20 years ago for a future trolley
system and trail. Growth of traffic congestion on existing roads in
subsequent years further reinforces the wisdom of that purchase and
original plan.   I should note that my wife and I bike on the trail now, and
can easily imagine having light rail transit running beside us when we
bike the trail in the future.

I grew up in Chevy Chase and, as a youth, enjoyed going to Columbia
Country Club where my parents were golf-playing members for 4
decades.  The golf course has had a train track or paved trail running
through it for almost 100 years.  My mother says that having a train track
running through the golf course was not a problem and was just the way
it was.  We need to resist the complaints of wealthy country club
members who want to continue using Montgomery County property tax
free as they have for the last 20 years.  They evidently choose to ignore
worsening air pollution and traffic congestion as well as the benefits of
(and need for) more mass transit and economic development near
proposed Purple Line stops.

It’s also worth noting that the residents who live in North Chevy Chase
overwhelmingly oppose having a bus rapid transit system run along
Jones Bridge Road for a number of reasons, according to testimony
given at the DEIS Hearing in Chevy Chase that I attended on November
18.

The hiker-biker trail should be completed as part of the project to allow
more residents to bike vs. drive and get more cars off the road.  Having
the trail be 12-foot wide wherever feasible and planting additional foliage
along it would make the trail more pleasant and popular.

Finally, I agree with the Planning Department staff that a stop should
serve downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton Village area where the
new Silver Spring Library is planned.

It is unfortunate that the time needed to prepare for building the Purple
Line make it unlikely this project will benefit from spending for green
infrastructure projects that is anticipated to occur during the next year or
two under the Obama Administration.  However, we should all support
expedited construction of the Bethesda South Entrance to the Metro



which would benefit Bethesda and the Purple Line.

In closing, we have to remember there was substantial opposition to the
Washington Metro system, and now everyone recognizes we couldn’t
live without it.  It’s clear to me we can’t live without the Purple Line light
rail transit system.  Your support for it would be most appreciated now
and for decades to come.

Sincerely,

Brian Ditzler
Attachments : Ditzler.Brian.pdf (14 kb)



1225 Noyes Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20910
January 1, 2009

Re: Purple Line Recommendations

Dear Mr. Leggett, Dr. Hanson, Council President Andrews and Ms. Ratcliff:

It was most encouraging to learn the Montgomery County Planning 
Department staff has joined the growing list of organizations and individual 
citizens who support the medium investment light rail option for the Purple 
Line.  It is the best approach for the much-needed east-west public transit 
route across Montgomery and Prince George’s counties. 

There are a number of conclusions of the planning staff that I support. 

Only light rail and not bus rapid transit would attract and be able to carry the 
heavy ridership desired and predicted for the Purple Line. With traffic 
congestion already bad and predicted to worsen in the future, and light rail 
able to provide much faster travel times to more passengers, the light rail 
medium investment option really would be the most practical and cost-
effective in the long run.  

Using the Georgetown Branch right-of-way between Bethesda and Silver 
Spring really makes the most sense. Montgomery County had the foresight 
to purchase that right-of-way 20 years ago for a future trolley system and 
trail. Growth of traffic congestion on existing roads in subsequent years 
further reinforces the wisdom of that purchase and original plan.   I should 
note that my wife and I bike on the trail now, and can easily imagine having 
light rail transit running beside us when we bike the trail in the future.   

I grew up in Chevy Chase and, as a youth, enjoyed going to Columbia 
Country Club where my parents were golf-playing members for 4 decades.  
The golf course has had a train track or paved trail running through it for 
almost 100 years.  My mother says that having a train track running through 
the golf course was not a problem and was just the way it was.  We need to 
resist the complaints of wealthy country club members who want to continue 
using Montgomery County property tax free as they have for the last 20 
years.  They evidently choose to ignore worsening air pollution and traffic 
congestion as well as the benefits of (and need for) more mass transit and 
economic development near proposed Purple Line stops.  

It’s also worth noting that the residents who live in North Chevy Chase 
overwhelmingly oppose having a bus rapid transit system run along Jones 
Bridge Road for a number of reasons, according to testimony given at the 
DEIS Hearing in Chevy Chase that I attended on November 18. 



The hiker-biker trail should be completed as part of the project to allow more 
residents to bike vs. drive and get more cars off the road.  Having the trail be 
12-foot wide wherever feasible and planting additional foliage along it would 
make the trail more pleasant and popular. 

Finally, I agree with the Planning Department staff that a stop should serve 
downtown Silver Spring and the Fenton Village area where the new Silver 
Spring Library is planned. 

It is unfortunate that the time needed to prepare for building the Purple Line 
make it unlikely this project will benefit from spending for green 
infrastructure projects that is anticipated to occur during the next year or two 
under the Obama Administration.  However, we should all support expedited 
construction of the Bethesda South Entrance to the Metro which would 
benefit Bethesda and the Purple Line.   

In closing, we have to remember there was substantial opposition to the 
Washington Metro system, and now everyone recognizes we couldn’t live 
without it.  It’s clear to me we can’t live without the Purple Line light rail 
transit system.  Your support for it would be most appreciated now and for 
decades to come. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Ditzler  



 - RECORD #212 DETAIL
First Name : Betty
Last Name : Djawdan
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : bdjawdan@hillwoodmuseum.org
Submission Content/Notes : This should have been done long time ago. I strongly support a light rail

Purple Line.

Betty Djawan



 - RECORD #1339 DETAIL
First Name : Heather
Last Name : Dlhopolsky
Business Name :
Address : 10101 Grovernor Place
City : North Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Good evening. My name is Heather Dlhopolsky. Heather, H-E-A-T-H-E-
R, Dlhopolsky, D- L-H-O-P-O-L-S-K-Y. I reside at 10101 Grovner Place
in north Bethesda, right next to the Grovner Metro Station. I'm also an
employee of an approximately 150 person company located in
downtown Bethesda. I'm speaking from the perspective of someone who
both lives and works in the area that would be affected by the Purple
Line.

As such, I can say with absolute confidence the construction of light rail
transit along the Master Planned Georgetown Branch right- of-way is an
absolute necessity for residents, workers and visitors in the greater
Bethesda area.

For two years I commuted to Bethesda from my apartment in Prince
George's county. It took over an hour on the beltway to commute 20
miles from home to work. I wasn't trying to make that drive at 8 a.m. with
everybody else on the road. This was leaving my home at 6:30 in the
morning and it still took an hour to get to Bethesda at that time. Metro is
an option, but taking the green line into downtown Washington, D.C. and
switching to the Red Line in order to ride back out to Bethesda took just
as long as the beltway commute.

Let me tell you, this is not a way to live. And yet thousands of people do
it every day because they have no other option. The company that I
work for has a number of employees who commute to our office from
eastern communities. And these employees are terribly inconvenienced
by the lack of an east-west transit lane to downtown Bethesda.

We used to be located in Silver Spring, and even then the need for
better transit connecting Silver Spring to eastern communities was
evident. Now that we are located in Bethesda, it is even more difficult for
employees to commute from these eastern communities.

Our employees deserve better. They deserve the opportunity to use
transit as an alternative to spending countless hours stuck in traffic in
order to reach their place of employment. They deserve a chance to
have a better quality of life than they currently experience. And residents
and employees in greater Bethesda as a whole deserve better. They
need more choices.

The Washington, D.C. Metropolitan region offers a number of desirable
locations for people to live and work. And greater Bethesda today
successfully attracts wonderful residents and employees. But as traffic
and congestion worsen in coming decades, we need to offer our
residents, employees and visitors better transit options and a choice.

I know that some argue that construction of the Purple Line, as light rail,
along the Master Plan Georgetown Branch right-of-way will detract from
their experience on the Capitol Crescent Trail. Speaking this time from
the perspective of someone who runs on the Capitol Crescent Trail
nearly every day after work, I can tell you several things. First,
construction of the Purple Line will also conclude completion of the final
segment of the Capitol Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring. And this segment will be a smoother, paved surface resulting in
a better jogging experience for me and everybody else out there.

As a young female jogger who often runs as night is falling, I will
appreciate the additional eyes and ears that will be on the trail as a
result of the use of the Purple Line just adjacent to it, creating greater
safety for trail users.

It's about quality of life. Construction of the Purple Line linking Bethesda



with neighboring communities in Montgomery and Prince George's
county is a quality of life issue for all residents and employees in this
area. It is absolutely vital if we are to continue to attract new residents
and visitors and progress from a society reliant on automobiles to one
better connected with neighboring communities and one another by
advanced transit system. For these reasons, I strongly urge construction
of the Purple Line as a light rail transit system along the Georgetown
Bridge right-of-way. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2722 DETAIL
First Name : Brad
Last Name : Dobeck
Business Name : PrelawAdvisor.com
Address : 4751 34th Rd N
City : Arlington
State : VA
Zip Code : 22207-4209
Email Address : braddobeck@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews:

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3214 DETAIL
First Name : Nanette
Last Name : Dobrosky
Business Name :
Address : 806 Mclendon Drive
City : Frederick
State : MD
Zip Code : 21702
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. I believe that the Purple

Line will relieve traffic.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Nanette Dobrosky_Annon Card.pdf (65 kb)





 - RECORD #2036 DETAIL
First Name : MaryEllen
Last Name : Dolan
Business Name :
Address : 4308 Rosedale Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : DOLANME@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear  Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Do you live in downtown Bethesda?  I do, I moved here twenty years
ago and have witnessed drastic growth and development in the area.
Nevertheless, I have always been able to use the Capital Crescent Trail
to get away from the traffic and development. My children (ages 10 - 17)
have grown up walking and biking this trail.  Whether on a cold snowy
day or a scorching summer day,20the trail provides its users with a
serene and calming atmosphere. The natural beauty of this trail cannot
be replicated, the trees which would be destroyed cannot be replicated,
and the serenity which it provides cannot be replicated.

The closing of the Naval Hospitals grounds to the public and the addition
of the Walter Reed facilities have and will provide even more traffic and
less green space.   Please, please preserve this last bastion of green
space in Bethesda and ensure that it will be a treasure for generations to
come.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2274 DETAIL
First Name : Fred
Last Name : Dombo
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : FDOMBO@NOSSAMAN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

We enjoy the serenity of the Capital Crescent Trail and the
environmental soundness of that path gives us great peace of mind.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1201 DETAIL
First Name : Marian
Last Name : Dombroski
Business Name :
Address : 6205 Lombard Street
City : Cheverly
State : MD
Zip Code : 20785
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : How are you doing? My name is Marian, M-A-R-I-A-N, Dombroski, D-O-

M-B-R-O-S-K-I. I'm a resident of Cheverly, Maryland.

I'm a member of the following groups but I'm not representing any of
them. The Town of Cheverly Maryland, P.G. County Boy's and Girl's
Club, Science Supervisory Committee to the Cheverly Green
Infrastructure Committee, Staff of Facilities Planning at the University of
Maryland. I'm also a member of the Cheverly Scavengers, which is a
group who rows on the east branch of the Anacostia River.

Let's see as an individual and as a mother of three and spouse of one, a
resident of Prince George's County I really support the Purple Line but
I'm really disturbed about the alignment, the route it takes east of the
University of Maryland, which I guess a couple of other people have
mentioned.

I'm kind of urging that if folks are happy with the other part go ahead and
start building tomorrow, but I really hope that we consider some of the
other issues.

We should address fostering the growth of local business, like Spanish
town that's developing in Bladensburg and the waterfront there.
Providing linkages between some of the historic close in suburbs and
linkages also to the University and some of the other places that have
been overlooked, like the Stadium and Prince George's Hospital.

Anyway, I'm hoping that we're going to learn from some of the mistakes
that were made when the Metro System was originally built. I was a
senior in high school actually and worked at the groundbreaking
ceremonies for the Metro Station in Alexandria and at that time people
didn't believe that anyone in D.C. was going to abandon their car and
step on a Metro Train.

It's really amazing to see in my adult life that Metro has actually
happened and such an incredible impact it's made. Neighborhoods that I
grew up in and know have been totally reshaped.

Anyway, I'm really concerned. I don't really understand why New
Carrollton is the terminus on this side of the Line. The only arguments
I've heard are to increase development in New Carrollton, which if
having a major rail stop hasn't fostered development I don't know what
else that you really need.

One of the reasons that I think the Light Rail is particularly attractive for
our area is that it is flexible. So that if we do find that some of the stops
are in the wrong location it's easier to change them. A heavy rail system
- anyway. Thanks a lot. I really hope you'll have some more hearings out
in this part of the county so that some of the other people who could be
potentially represented will have an opportunity to speak. Okay.



 - RECORD #2765 DETAIL
First Name : Maureen
Last Name : Dominguez
Business Name :
Address : 11480 Applegrath Way
City : Germantown
State : MD
Zip Code : 20876
Email Address : MDOMINGUEZ1984@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent Trail is important to me.  My father loves to bike
ride and he and I ride this trail frequently, throughout all seasons.  It is a
beautiful trail in the Washington area and it is my favorite to ride with my
dad, even though it is not as near as other trails we could ride, we
choose to ride on this particular one over others.  I hope to one day ride
and walk this trail with my own children as well as my dad.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #701 DETAIL
First Name : Meghan
Last Name : Donahue
Business Name :
Address : 5715 Cromwell Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : MDONAHUE28@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to express my opinion about the light rail purple line.  I
realize that it will be a difficult decision whether to move forward to
develop the purple line.  The creation of the light rail line could answer
the problems of continued growth in the area.  However, I believe the
benefits of creating a through traffic path from Georgetown to Bethesda
would not really solve the problem.  It would add to more traffic because
those who use  the capital crescent trail to get to work by bicycle would
need to find another route.  While pedestrians and cyclists have the right
to the main roads, they are not always welcomed.  I myself have been
thrown off my bike by people opening their car doors while I pass.  I
have also been nearly hit as drivers are not really expecting a cyclist on
the road.  The capital crescent trail is a safe way to get to work by bike.

The trail is packed on the weekends with families of all sizes and ages
walking or exercising.  There is truly something magical about walking in
the woods and it is one of the reasons I bought my home in the area.  It
would be a shame to take such a natural trail away from so many.  I also
wonder about the environmental impact to the immediate area
surrounding the trail.  Would not all of the vehicles hinder the growth of
trees?  Would the noise disturb different animals?  And would the
creation of the rail hinder the qualilty of life?

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to
trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.



Sincerely,

Meghan Donahue
5715 Cromwell Drive
Bethesda, MD 20816



 - RECORD #2453 DETAIL
First Name : Ted
Last Name : Donatelli
Business Name : Donatelli Development
Address : 7200 Wisconsin Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : TED@DKDEVELOPMENT.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am a lifelong resident of the State of Maryland and Montgomery County

and I strongly believe that the proposed Purple Line is a decent idea in
theory but a poor idea in reality. The economic and environmental
impact are immense and do not make complete sense. As you all know,
the trail is enjoyed by countless people each day – bike riders, joggers,
walkers etc.

Please reconsider the Purple Line – it just doesn’t make sense.

Thank you.



 - RECORD #3267 DETAIL
First Name : Majory M.
Last Name : Donn
Business Name :
Address : 19 Woodland Way
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mrs. Ratcliff:

I am very interested n the Purple Line but find I am unavailable all of the
scheduled open house dates.

We nee the Purple Line as quickly as it can be built. We have needed it
for a long time. And it needs to be light rail the whole way. Now that we
know the harm we are causing to the Earth by using fossil fuels, we
must avoid vehicles that use fossil fuel and emit CO2.

People are more apt to use – to switch from driving to – rail as compared
to any sort of bus. And surely you are not thinking of building only part of
it as rail. I’m afraid people will not use a system that requires them to
transfer from one type to another to get where they need to go. Many of
them will already have to transfer to Metro, so should not be expected to
transfer anywhere else.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Marjory M. Donn

Attachments : Marjory_Donn.pdf (41 kb)





 - RECORD #2607 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Donnellan
Business Name :
Address : 9113 Wire Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : E_IDENTITY@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

     I write to re-urge concerns about the proposed purple line light rail
system which I have raised in previous communications.  As a regular
user of the Metro System (trains and busses) and the Capital Crescent
Trail (bicycle commuter from Silver Spring to Washington, D.C.), I
strongly oppose a light rail Purple Line.  I do strongly support public
transportation and I understand that Montgomery County has a strong
need for better public transportation from East to West. However, a light
rail purple line routed  is the wrong choice on every level.

     I travel frequently for business purposes and have seen light rail
systems in other cities.  These light rail systems are slow, cover
relatively short distances, are underutilized, and are inferior to Metro
style trains in every way.  This area already has the Metrorail system
and we should construct additional rail that is of the same type.  The
history of past investments in the Metro system proves that this region
has never regretted a single dime spent on Metro expansion.  The needs
of commuters should be addressed now with construction of a rapid bus
transit system.  Meanwhile, planning on a metro style purple line can
continue.

     In general, an east/west "Purple Line" in Montgomery county meets a
real, short-term need for public transport in Montgomery County and
also has the long-term, future potential to become part of a "circle" line
around the district.  Construction of a light rail purple line is inconsistent
with the short term goal of east west public transit because it would be
costly (relative to a rapid transit bus system), underutilized and slow
(relative to a metro style  system).  In addition, the light rail system would
be wasteful because it is inconsistent with the long-term potential
expansion to a full circle line.  I understand that a Metro style purple line
would be expensive, but it would be a much better investment.

     In addition to my concerns about light rail itself, I am also concerned
about the effect on the Capital Crescent Trail.  I have used the Capital
Crescent Trail regularly as a bicycle commuter for at the last ten years
(and before that I used similar types of trails in other parts of the region).
I have always thought that the Capital Cresent Trail stood out among the
areas other trails as a unique greenway that seems to magically
transport a bike rider from Silver Spring to Georgetown--I always feel
surprised to arrive in downtown Georgetown after cycling through the
natural beauty of the trail.  I think that the planned light rail purple line
would destroy the unique character of the trail and transform it into an
ugly, noisy, and potentially dangerous corridor.  Along with thousands of
other Trail users, I would be distressed to see this natural Trail degraded
and the surrounding mature forest destroyed for the Purple Line.

In conclusion, I urge you to seek transit solutions that are consistent with
the existing Metro system and that preserve our valuable environmental
resources -- including our mature trees and natural Trail.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #425 DETAIL
First Name : Catherine
Last Name : Donnelly
Business Name :
Address : 4222 Sheridan Streer
City : University Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20782
Email Address : KITTYDMD@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am a resident of University Park MD and I am a strong supporter of the

Purple Line concept.

The Purple Line can have a strongly beneficial impact encouraging use
of public transportation.  But this benefit is only attained  if built as a light
rail train that reduces the time to travel between the Red Line
(Bethesda)/ Green Line (College Park) and Orange Line (New
Carrollton).  The light rail option needs to be sufficiently faster than
current Metro options to entice drivers out of their cars.  A rapid bus line
with many stops will not serve this purpose, though it would improve bus
service for non-drivers.  Demographically speaking, a rapid bus chiefly
transporting non-drivers will not attract more affluent riders and may lead
to problems of vandalism, petty and not so petty crime on the Purple
Line.  So a light rail will benefit a broader range of the population:  non-
drivers and drivers, and reduce the need to drive cross county as a
commuter or to shop or go to doctor's appointments.

I also support the WABA recommendations to ensure the safety of
bicyclists traveling parallel to the light rail pathway:
widen trail to 12 feet as possible, ensure that the bike trail continues
through the Air Rights tunnel, and avoid at grade crossings that are
hazardous to cyclists.  Making the line supportive of cyclists again
reduces the number of cars on the road, and also gains the support of
cyclists singly and in organizations such as WABA.

My personal ability to use the Purple Line would be enhanced by
ensuring a footbridge/pedestrian path to the River Road stop from Route
1 (over the train tracks) or from Route 410.

Catherine Donnelly



 - RECORD #812 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Donohoe
Business Name : The Donohoe Companies
Address : 7204 glenbrook rd
City : bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20007
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : We need leadership and light rail here - not the path of least resistance.



 - RECORD #2847 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Donovan
Business Name :
Address : 6316 Carnegie Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : MIKEJARED@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett,        Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

Personally I use the Capital Crescent Trail for commuting from Bethesda
to Georgetown during the week and I bike and run on it after work and
on the weekends.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1303 DETAIL
First Name : Lale
Last Name : Door
Business Name :
Address : 2738 Linden Lane
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is Lale Door. The first name is L-A-L-E, the last name is D-O-

R- R. I live at 2738 Mendon Lane, Silver Spring, Maryland.

I am for the light rail train. I think it's a, I'm for the purple line and the light
rail. I think it's good for our environment and also, you know, it's good to
increase or decrease congestion, traffic congestion (inaudible)

Particular as far as the purple line goes, I am for the train, the light rail
that goes from Bethesda to Chevy Chase and continues on. I support
the above ground lane - with the underground tunnel between
Manchester Road and Arnold Street Stations, that little bit of tunnel.

As to the rest, I don't know the benefits of, you know, any of the loops
that have choices there except to support the light rail.

I also am very happy that going with the light rail that they would
continue to develop or continue the Crescent Trail to Silver Spring.

(Inaudible) I would like to see done. Again, I don't know much about the
low investment, medium versus high investment portion of the route that
I support. I guess that's it. Thank you so much.



 - RECORD #2090 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Doorley
Business Name :
Address : 408 Lebanon Street, Unit #2
City : Melrose
State : MA
Zip Code : 02176
Email Address : LUKELUKE@MINDSPRING.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Good afternoon:

I'm writing on behalf of the Friends of the Trail organization to ask
you to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail by changing your
construction plans for the Purple Line.

Back when I was a student at American University, I used to walk what
is now the Capital Crescent Trail both for pleasure and
transportation. Since then, I've moved away from the DC area, but I
still like to walk or bike on the trail when I visit the city four or
five times per year. Having known the trail when it was still a rail
right-of-way, I can appreciate this unique, green corridor and how it
has changed the area. I'm sure that if the trail were preserved in
its present form, it would quickly develop into a "green" commuter
route and be an example to the nation.

I also have personal experience with light rail transit. It has a
romantic appeal to some, but the fact is that light rail is
inefficient, maintenance-intensive, and expensive to both build and
operate. My home town of Pittsburgh used to have one of the biggest
light rail (aka "streetcar") systems in the world, but now has only
two operating lines. The others were replaced by busses, which are
more flexible and less expensive to operate. Even after they were
completely rebuilt--at great expense--the rights of way are still
ugly, with trees hacked back to clear the unsightly catenary lines
and the intrusive forms of the lines and towers marching into the
distance.

If you must build a transit system along the Capital Crescent
corridor, may I suggest instead a single-lane busway. It could carry
inbound traffic in the morning and outbound in the evening. What's
more, a busway could accomodate existing transit (as well as police
and emergency vehicles), would not require the extensive destruction
of greenery, and would provide more space for the hikers and cyclists.

Please don't be dazzled by the image of gleaming trains running
swiftly and silently along the Capital Crescent Trail. That's the
fantasy of light rail. The reality is ugly and expensive, and it will
destroy a valuable resource for Maryland and the District.



 - RECORD #1791 DETAIL
First Name : Sandra
Last Name : Doren
Business Name :
Address : 9810 McMillan Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : sd62q@nih.gov
Submission Content/Notes : please get a purple line established with a bike trail still present



 - RECORD #3163 DETAIL
First Name : Sandra
Last Name : Doren
Business Name :
Address : 9810 McMillan Ave
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : sd62q@nih.gov
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Doren 35710.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #3339 DETAIL
First Name : C
Last Name : Dorsey
Business Name :
Address : 8630 Fenton Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : cdorsey@kawiorfeldman.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please send me some videos of the proposed stations if possible.  I

would like to back this project.



 - RECORD #3338 DETAIL
First Name : Douglas and Sylvia
Last Name : Dorsey
Business Name :
Address : 9208 Wendell Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : dorsey9208@cavtel.net
Submission Content/Notes : The Arliss Street and Wayne Avenue station proposal in Silver Spring is

appaling.  I have lived here for 30 years and this is even worse than the
Oak View/New Hampshire Estates school pairing Montgomery County
subjected the residents too back in the 1980's.  On that one parents
responded with their feet, they moved.  My wife and I will be doing that
this time.  Your people are really screwing up this neighborhood in the
worst way.



 - RECORD #2483 DETAIL
First Name : Keenan
Last Name : Dotson
Business Name :
Address : 7130 Columbia Ave., Apt. 1
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : KDOTSON@UMD.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it just makes sense for UMD.
It will open up rapid public transport to a multitude of
Maryland residents to come and study at UMD. It will also ease
traffic congestion on campus and on Rte. 1/Baltimore Ave.,
especially on game days. It will also reduce the extensive
investment in campus busing from the Green Line station to
campus, help speed up everyone's commute to campus who takes the
Metro and keep them from having to wait in the rain and cold for
the bus to show up.

In addition, this route makes the current Metro system far more
usable and effective. Riders won't have to ride into DC just to
get onto different line. Instead there will be a direct public
transit route.

I also support the Purple Line because it will:
1. Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
2. Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
3. Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
4. Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
5. Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and, 6.
Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved sidewalks
and crosswalks as well as the completion of the Capital Crescent and
Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #3150 DETAIL
First Name : Keenan
Last Name : Dotson
Business Name :
Address : 7130 Columbia Ave., Apt. 1
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : kdotson@umd.edu
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Dotson 35689.pdf (107 kb)







 - RECORD #1070 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Dotson
Business Name :
Address : 2221 Washington Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : SJDOTSON@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sarah Dotson
2221 Washington Avenue # 302
Silver Spring, MD 20910

6512532697



 - RECORD #1826 DETAIL
First Name : Beth
Last Name : Douek
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : BETHDOUEK@MAC.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Council Members,

Please prevent the destruction (even temporary) of our beautiful
trails.  The problems that the Purple Line will create will far
outweigh any potential benefits.  You must not let this plan go forward.

Thank you for your concern,



 - RECORD #229 DETAIL
First Name : barbara
Last Name : dougherty
Business Name :
Address : 1614 belvedere blvd
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : LIGHT RAIL! buses are a step backwards. don't let the country club

have their way - they aren't the ones taking the bus! as a person who
worked and went to school in bethesda while living in silver spring- light
rail would have been so great! another bus wouldn't change a thing.
even BRT - never works as great as you think it will.



 - RECORD #248 DETAIL
First Name : Leslie
Last Name : Downey
Business Name :
Address : 510 Ashford Rd.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : LeslieDowney@starpower.net
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA,

Please fund the Purple Line, and select reasonable options for routing it
through dense urban environments.  By “reasonable”, I mean that it
should not be too noisy, or slow down too much traffic or be slowed by
traffic.  Routing it underground through these areas is the most sane
approach.  It is time our communities had more transit options, both for
commuters and for the environment.

Thank you,

Leslie Downey

510 Ashford Rd.

Silver Spring, MD

20910



 - RECORD #3291 DETAIL
First Name : Phil
Last Name : Downey
Business Name :
Address : 510 Ashford Rd.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : phildowney.jr@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : What are the facts regarding increased noise levels from the proposed

stop at Wayne and Dale?  Members of our community assert that thewre
will be loud signal bells and PA announcements disrupting our peace
and quiet.  What's with that?



 - RECORD #2618 DETAIL
First Name : Christo
Last Name : Doyle
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CHRISTO_DOYLE@DISCOVERY.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett,Chairman Hanson & Council President Andrews:

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Purple
Line.
My family and I live in Chevy Chase and use Crescent Trail often.
To lose this treasure would be a crime.
Please do everything in your power to prevent this from happening.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #885 DETAIL
First Name : Garrett
Last Name : Doyle
Business Name : Garrett Doyle
Address : 2963 Albemarle St. NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20008
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #1053 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel P.
Last Name : Dozier
Business Name :
Address : 5325 Yorktown Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : DDOZIER@PRESSPOTTERLAW.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews, and

Members of the County Council:

I am an active bicyclist and regular user of the Capital Crescent Trail. I
understand and share the concerns of those who do not wish to see the
treed bucolic nature of the trail disturbed for rapid transit.

However, I also understand and support the development of mass transit
options for car-free travel between Bethesda, Silver Spring and College
Park.  The environmental consequences of taking no action to develop –
quickly and through-out the DC metro area -- significant mass transit is
worse than the impact that building mass transit will have on the trail and
elsewhere. So count me as a reluctant supporter of building a mass
transit line along the Capital Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver
Spring. And count me as a supporter of building more bicycle trails
(separated from automobile traffic), bus-rapid transit, and any other
technique to move people with less environmental consequence.

Our elected public officials must provide leadership to solve our transit
problems – for the economic and environmental benefit of this region.
Climate change is too significant a problem to allow us to delay the steps
necessary to reduce the use of private automobiles.  Mass transit (with
safe bicycle lanes, bus-rapid transit and whatever else reduces traffic)
must be built, and soon.

Local public officials have not provided the necessary leadership to
educate the public about the need for and benefits of smart growth.
Certainly specific concerns about growth in currently developed areas
must be addressed where possible, our political leadership should more
clearly and urgently speak about the significant changes in transit and
housing patterns that will be necessary to address global environmental
problems.

 Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Daniel P. Dozier
5325 Yorktown Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20816



 - RECORD #3313 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Drayne
Business Name :
Address : 2019 Luzerne Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : michaeldrayne@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : When do you anticipate hearing if the federal government will help

finance this project? When is groundbreaking and which segments are
slated to be started first.



 - RECORD #3327 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Drayne
Business Name :
Address : 2019 Luzerne Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : michaeldrayne@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : What is the status of the request for federal funds for the project? As I

recall the governor submitted a request for federal money to help fund
the project. When can we expect to hear if the Purple Line will be eligible
for the money?



 - RECORD #571 DETAIL
First Name : Lisa
Last Name : Drazin
Business Name : Woodmont Asset Management, Inc.
Address : 6403 Kirby Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : LISA.DRAZIN@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Subject Line:  Comment on Purple Line DEIS - No Transit on the Trail

Dear: Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

I love the trail and use it constantly. During good weather, March
thorough November, I ride the trail on my bike three to four times each
week. I find the trail’s beauty very comforting during times of distress. I
think exercising on the trail is truly preventative health care and should
be seen as reducing the health care costs of the entire population who
uses it. So count the entire group of trail users, multiply by the amount of
health care expense not used during each year, multiply this amount by
the number of years that the group uses the trail  and you will know the
trail’s  real economic value.

For example, if the 100,000 people use the trail each year and they do
not spend on average annually $2,500 on health care each year for ten
years, the economic value of the trail is $2.5 billion in health care cost
savings over a ten year period. If 1 million people use the trail each year,
then ten year health care cost savings is $2.5 billion times 10 or $25
billion dollars over ten years.

Please save the trail; to save a life is to save the world.

 I am writing to express my opposition to a Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  We can put transit
in another location, but we can't re-create this beautiful,  tree-lined,
natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.

A narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains
passing every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail"
experience.  It would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity that
adds so much value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the
many communities that benefit from it.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously



ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.



7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.  I urge our public officials to give a fair and
more thorough study of the Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route
and any other possible routes that should be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Your Name
Your Address



Lisa Drazin
Woodmont Asset Management, Inc.
6403 Kirby Road
Bethesda, MD  20817
301 718 6400
Fax 301 320 1690
Lisa.drazin@verizon.net



 - RECORD #795 DETAIL
First Name : laura
Last Name : drescher
Business Name :
Address : 232 manor cir
City : takoma park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am carfree and I support the Purple Line!  Light rail is more convenient,

more environmentally friendly, and more expandable than bus service.
Building the light rail line is investing in our future--we won't be sorry we
did it in 2030 when we run out of room for buses!



 - RECORD #2033 DETAIL
First Name : Seth
Last Name : Drew
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SDREW12@SIDWELL.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2651 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Driscoll
Business Name :
Address : 8305 Meadowbrook Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : DIAMOND.DAVE@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #712 DETAIL
First Name : Janie and Brian
Last Name : Druskin
Business Name :
Address : 7109 46th Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JANIEDRSK@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

My family and I use the Capital Crescent Trail almost everyday for
getting to friends homes and exercise. It is an integral part of the fabric
of our lives in Chevy Chase.
Before the Ca pital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and20now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses
along the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regress ive transportation
plan that would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding
communities and to trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Janie and Brian Druskin
7109 46th Street
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1705 DETAIL
First Name : Janie and Brian
Last Name : Druskin
Business Name :
Address : 7018 46the Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JANIEDRSK@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

My family and I use the Capital Crescent Trail daily to get to work,
exercise and bike. It is of utmost importance to us to save it. Please
don't put a train on it.
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational o
pportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #319 DETAIL
First Name : Jay
Last Name : Dub
Business Name :
Address : Connecticut
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : JDUB@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

It is a $2 Billion sham.

Jay Dub
Connecticut
Kensington, MD 20817



 - RECORD #2745 DETAIL
First Name : R. Dennis
Last Name : DuFour
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ddufour@tdec.com
Submission Content/Notes : Governor O'Malley

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

County Executive Leggett,

Chairman Hanson,

Council President Andrews,

Member of the County Council,

Greeting from Chevy Chase, MD!

I am a lifelong resident of Chevy Chase (40 years) and remember as a
kid when there were coal trains on the Georgetown Branch.  Almost
daily, my brothers and I would run from our house to see the train go.
Now known as the hiker/biker trail, I am fortunate to use it to walk to
work in Bethesda.  Many of my neighbors do the same.  Some walk,
some bike, some even roller skate.  We are enjoying the hiker/biker trail
and wish you to consider other alternatives then replacing it with a rail
system.  That will permanently damage the environment and eliminate a
healthly means of transportation.

Please consider other alternatives than this and thank you for your time.

With best regards,  I am



 - RECORD #1387 DETAIL
First Name : Jacqueline
Last Name : Dufresne
Business Name :
Address : 11101 Georgia Avenue, #437
City : Wheaton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Norma Torres.pdf (64 kb)





 - RECORD #645 DETAIL
First Name : Christopher
Last Name : Duke
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CDUKEMD@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Fellow Marylanders,

The Purple Line train through the Crescent Trail is one of the dumbest
ideas I have encountered in a long time. In your future, residents who
live along the trail will be standing at their kitchen sinks and a speeding
sqealing train will fly by their noses 20 feet away in their former back
yards. They will then gather their kids for a nice relaxing bike ride along
the trail - what fun! No smog will be produced by the trains or the bikes -
the planet is safer! Then they will jump on the train for an evening of
shopping and dining in inviting P.G. County - a shared economic bounty!
Please make sure you build the most expensive version - Montgomery
County taxpayers want the best for everyone! Finally, the decrease in
car traffic along Connecticut Avenue will have to be seen to be believed!

Christopher Duke.



 - RECORD #3289 DETAIL
First Name : Mary
Last Name : Duke
Business Name : McGraw Hill
Address : 2423 Hwy 16 E
City : Jackson
State : GA
Zip Code : 30233
Email Address : mary_ann_duke@mcgraw-hill.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to receive information regarding the Purple Line (Description

of project, Project Status, etc..).



 - RECORD #2931 DETAIL
First Name : William Dukstein and
Last Name : Steven Aurecchia
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GREENVALE@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2155 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Duncan
Business Name :
Address : 7800 Buckboard Court
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. J. Duncan.pdf (923 kb)





 - RECORD #1540 DETAIL
First Name : Renee
Last Name : Dunham
Business Name :
Address : 3840 Harrison St. NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : RGDUNHAM@EROLS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : With all respect for the need for rapid transit between Bethesda and

silver Spring, I urge you to leave the Crescent Trail available and safe to
bikers and walkers. Â One of the atractions of Washington DC and
vicinity to both insiders and touriests is the bike and walkability and
sense of community afforded by this trail through our beautiful, forested
environment. Â It is a precious gem.

I have recently returned from Portland, Oregon where townspeople I met
on the street and in the trains and buses all seem to come around to
talking with pride of their cycle and foot friendly town. Â I am able to tell
them that my own area has beautiful trails. Â

I am aware that construction costs of a commuter system are high and
believe that a solution can be found which does not destoy the Crescent
Trail that is working so well!

Sincerely,
Renee Dunham
3840 Harrison St. NW
Washington DC 20015Â



 - RECORD #3039 DETAIL
First Name : Renee
Last Name : Dunham
Business Name :
Address : 3840 Harrison St NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Dunham 35208.pdf (120 kb)









 - RECORD #2085 DETAIL
First Name : Evelyn
Last Name : Dunkelberger
Business Name :
Address : 5311 Allandale Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816-2802
Email Address : DUNKELBE@MAIL.NIH.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I have lived in Bethesda for 36 years, since my husband and I moved to
Green Acres - near River Road and Little Falls Parkway. However, I
arrived late to the fitness world. I am currently a daily (in good weather)
and at least a weekly (mainly during winter) user of the Crescent Trail. I
bike from Bethesda to the Key Bridge and I consider this trail my ‘health
club’ and ‘therapist’. I am still fully employed (at age 62) and have
supported the county for almost four decades with taxes and votes for
like-minded council members.

If anything, there is a great need to widen the bike trail. Certainly it would
be foolish to narrow the bike trail or to remove this stellar urban green
area. My area is too congested now. Please do whatever you can to
stem the development of more of Bethesda. I want to continue to work
and live here - but my husband and I will make choices based on quality
of life.



 - RECORD #2082 DETAIL
First Name : Peter K.
Last Name : Dunkelberger
Business Name :
Address : 5311 Allandale Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : PDUNKELBERGER@MSDGLOBAL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty.

If the Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the
Trail would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass
about 10’ from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither
safe nor attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow
bike lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental
and recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1925 DETAIL
First Name : Helen
Last Name : DuPont
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : HDUPONT@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Friends,

This is late in the game, but I am requesting once again that you
reconsider the plan for the Purple Line to be superimposed on the
Capitol Crescent Trail.  The trail is a treasure all its length, and a legacy
for future generations.  Beyond the loss of the beautiful trees, and
concern about the close alignment to homes, we owe it to the next
generation to preserve this beautiful greenway for bikes and hikers.   It is
a precious, heavily-used resource, and one of which Montgomery
County should be proud.
My husband and I participated in a U.S. Dept of Transportation survey a
couple of weeks ago that involved keeping a travel diary for an entire
day in detail, and then reporting in detail by phone to a live interviewer
exactly what we did, what time,and for what purpose to an interviewer.
She then asked us what our greatest concern was, using a list that
included safety on the highway, traffic congestion, and availability of
mass transit.  She said the results were going to be sent to all the
surveyed jurisdictions.  I said that I was concerned that no where on the
list was the option of more bikeways.  I do not like to ride on the street,
but I would gladly ride to work (in Rockville) or to shop if more bikeways
were available.  She said she would suggest that as an option, but the
survey is already being conducted and of course that suggestion will go
nowhere.
Thank you for considering all the options.  Please preserve this
greenway.



 - RECORD #454 DETAIL
First Name : Jamie
Last Name : Dupree
Business Name :
Address :
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JAMIE.DUPREE@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : I oppose the idea of a rail line along the Capitol Crescent Trail.

There is so little ground where the line goes through the back yards
of homes from Jones Bridge Road, across Connecticut Avenue,
through Columbia Country Club and then up to Bethesda.

There is no way you can have a double rail line plus a bike path.
Don't kid yourselves about that option.  It would be awful for the
people who live along the rail line and for those who use the path.
A "landscaped buffer" would be a total joke.

I also have to question the data on ridership.  I take the MARC
from Kensington to Union Station and back every day, and have
done that commute for 22 years now.

Focus your resources on MARC.  Buy more buses and run them
more frequently from Silver Spring to Bethesda.  Do not ruin the
Crescent Trail.

ALSO - think of this - you have a system that's designed to go to
the Bethesda Metro Station.  In a few years, you are going to have
a mammoth new hospital at Bethesda Naval.  You will need service
going there, not down Rockville Pike.

Money is tight right now.  Spend $100 million on lots of buses.
Currently the MTA is cutting service on the MARC Brunswick Line.

We need extra cars on our line so I don't have to stand the entire
way to Union Station or be crammed in with my fellow commuters
like sardines.  But we are always told "no" when we ask for more cars
on the Brunswick Line.

To see you wasting millions on the Purple Line, when buses could do
the
job is absolutely ridiculous.

Jamie Dupree
Kensington, MD



 - RECORD #540 DETAIL
First Name : Joe
Last Name : Dura
Business Name :
Address : 3227 Coquelin Terrace
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JOEDURA@MSN.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear: Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp,

In a time where Bridges to Nowhere cannot be tolerated, this is no time
to support the Purple “Lie.”  In the spirit of reformed government in
support of constituents rather than special interests, please consider an
independent study of the transportation need in the greater DC area.

I say “Purple Lie” because the name “Purple line” is designed to fool
taxpayers into thinking it is a metro line.  In fact the so-called Purple Line
is not a metro line and will not share tracks, cars, terminals, or fares.  It
will never be the start of a circumferential Metro Loop around
Washington D. C. because it is not a part of Metro.  Supporters say that
the “Purple Line” has been on the Montgomery County master plan for
years, but what was truthfully on the master plan originally was a single
track “trolley” that passed one way each half hour, not a double track
light rail passing by every 3 minutes well into the night.  Furthermore, the
first Ridership Study indicated that this system would actually take very
few cars off the road, but instead it would only take rider off the busses
that already travel a parallel path a quarter of a mile south on East-West
highway.  When this study came out it was immediately discarded and
replaced. It must have been an “Inconvenient Truth” that had to be
suppressed.  The reasons are clear.

The real motivation for the “Purple Line” appears to come from
developers who would build a large commercial residential complex near
Connecticut avenue and Manor Road.  Please stand up to the
developers that would gain billions of dollars at the expense of
commuters who would have to contend with the increased traffic they
produce.  This amounts to another bailout of the very well off.

I believe that the best solution is first to determine why and where East
West public transportation is needed, then design a system to most cost
effectively solve that problem.  Perhaps build a real metro line that runs
along either the already existing beltway or CSX railroad.  This would be
much better than building a poor solution on one of the last green
spaces in lower Montgomery county, just because it is there.

Below you will find many additional facts in opposition to this “Purple Lie”

We can put transit in another location, but we can't re-create this
beautiful,  tree-lined, natural recreational greenspace anywhere else.   A
narrow, dangerous, shadeless bike lane,  about 10' from trains passing
every three minutes,  will not provide a tranquil "Trail" experience.  It
would be tragic to destroy this  wonderful amenity that adds so much
value to the lives of everyone who uses it, and to all of the many
communities that benefit from it.



The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to allow for an
objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating of the transit
projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts process".  But
the DEIS has been neither objective,  fair, nor complete. The adverse
environmental and community impacts are severely understated in the
DEIS for the Purple Line along the Trail.  For example:

1.  History in the DEIS
There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow.
While there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former
transit corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously
ran in the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a
single track, and was  screened by forest on both sides.  With the Purple
Line, this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks
and a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2.  Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace
Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily.  Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities.  This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown,  and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density.   The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents  will need greenspace and
recreational trails.  The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and
dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

3.  Loss of Forest
The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced.  The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail.  According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of  tree canopy will be destroyed.  These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and  providing a buffer for communities.

4.  Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane
MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading.  There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact.  To the contrary,  on both sides of the right-of-way,



neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail.  Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes.  Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally.  Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5.  Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined  bike lane
The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions.  To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6.  Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion
The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway.  These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school.  Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes.
A transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community
cohesion and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7.  Loss of Trail Access
Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities.  Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8.  Safety Concerns with the Light Rail
Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways,  jumping  fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,
Macdonald's on East West Highway,  and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase.  Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9.  Homes along the Trail
The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway.  The DEIS should state how
many of these homes are less than 30' from where light rail trains would
pass; how many are less than 50', etc.  It is simply inexcusable to have
no analysis of the impact on the property values of  the homes along the
corridor.



In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in  understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail.  Given the bias that is readily evident in the study, it
causes one to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which
are technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled,
etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch  right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this  route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.

I urge our public officials to give a fair and more thorough study of the
Red Line Loop on the Beltway and any other possible routes that should
be studied as well.

When the Master Plan was written, our public officials at that time did not
know how wildly popular the Capital Crescent Trail would become.  Nor
did they need to find transit solutions to  BRAC.  It is time to take a new,
fresh and unbiased look at where transit should best be located.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Joe Dura

3227 Coquelin Terrace

Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1888 DETAIL
First Name : Ellie
Last Name : Durling
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ELLEBELLE1031@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear ___

I am an 8th grader at Washington Episcopal School. I live on the border
between Chevy Chase and Downtown Bethesda, a block away from the
Capital Crescent Trail. In recent years there has been a big controversy
as to whether Montgomery County should use the Capital Crescent Trail
for the new purple line of the Metro. I think that doing so would waste the
trail; cause the destruction of nature, keep the countless locals from
being able to utilize it, and would be a multi-million dollar project that our
state's sick economy can ill-afford.

My family has lived a block away from the Capital Crescent Trail for as
long as I can remember. My brother and sister have run on the Capital
Crescent Trail for years. My mother has biked on the trail since before I
can remember, and I have used the Capital Crescent Trail as a shortcut
to my school ever since I was declared old enough. The Capital
Crescent Trail is one of my neighborhood's greatest assets, giving kids a
place to go bike-riding besides the stationary bike in their basement. It is
a beautiful place to walk, and all that natural beauty would be
demolished if Montgomery County decided to go ahead and use the trail
for the new purple line.

Even more so, Montgomery County has been just as affected as the rest
of the country due to our nation's economic recession. Recently,
Montgomery County was forced to make major cuts to our public
schools. If we have to compromise our children's education due to lack
of money, should we really be spending additional millions on this
construction project?

I understand that a new purple line would help many people who have to
commute to Bethesda every day.  However, I think that there are much
better ways we can help these people. By setting up a reliable bus
system, or changing the location of the purple line, we could not only
help those who's daily commute takes hours, but also save our precious
Trail.

For generations people have put efficiency and development over saving
nature. It's time we tried to save some nature. Thank you for your time,
and I hope you take what I say under consideration.

Sincerely,

Ellie Durling



 - RECORD #1054 DETAIL
First Name : Cindy
Last Name : Dyballa
Business Name :
Address : 515 Elm Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : C_DYBALLA@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I hope that the final EIS will fully address the positive
impacts of the Purple Line, such as the air and water quality
impacts of reduced traffic; and socioeconomic impacts of
providing a new transportation choice to underserved communities
on the east side of the region.

Sincerely,
Cindy Dyballa
515 Elm Ave
Takoma Park, MD 20912



 - RECORD #333 DETAIL
First Name : Beverly
Last Name : Dziduch
Business Name :
Address : 717 Fletcher Place
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20851
Email Address : beverlydziduch@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Beverly Dziduch
717 Fletcher Pl
Rockville, MD 20851



 - RECORD #649 DETAIL
First Name : Caroline
Last Name : Eades
Business Name : University of Maryland
Address : 3215 Jiminez
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20742
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : eades.caroline.pdf (37 kb)





 - RECORD #2800 DETAIL
First Name : Marge
Last Name : Eagan
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MARGE.EAGAN@EAGLTD.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive
Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews:

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and
daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail
would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about
10'
from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike
lane -- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and
to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this
natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes
place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2415 DETAIL
First Name : Katherine Gaudet and
Last Name : Brian Eardley
Business Name :
Address : 1715 Dublin Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : KGAUDET@RCN.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,  MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson and Board Members, Council
President Andrews and Council Members, and Congressman Van
Halen,

Please do not destroy the Capital Crescent Trail!!!  It is an incredible,
functioning oasis in a major metropolitan area.   It was an strong factor in
our decision to move to lower Montgomery County.  As walkers and
cyclists we use this trail for recreation and exercise, to commute to work,
and to reach functions and events in Washington, DC.  It is an important
part of our lives.  It affords a beautiful protected path into the city.   It is
cooler in the summers and out of the cold wind in the winters.  It has
safe road crossings and wonderful things to look at along the way.  We
take the trail to the Bethesda Landmark Cinema and to meals in
Bethesda. We ride bikes down to the Potomac and to the Zoo.  We
travel it just for because it is a nice place to be.  As long as there is an
alternative to the Purple Line (which there is), the Capital Crescent Trail
should be left in tact!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

We are sorry that we will not be able to attend the hearings, but please
accept this letter as a strong indication of our thoughts concerning the
preservation of the Capital Crescent Trail.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2363 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel J.
Last Name : Earnest
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GEODAN1@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sirs and Madams: Please count me among the many citizens of

Montgomery County who strenuously oppose conversion of a portion of
the Capital Crescent Trail to light rail use. As a person who lives in
Rockville and works in Silver Spring I well know the need for an East-
West public transit connection other than the existing bus lines.
However, the section of the trail in question is an irreplaceable resource
for our community and I would strongly encourage consideration of
alternative routing for a light rail connector, such as converting existing
road space along the MD 410 (East-West Highway) to rail use.



 - RECORD #89 DETAIL
First Name : Seth
Last Name : Eaton
Business Name :
Address : 8771 Susini Dr
City : Laurel
State : MD
Zip Code : 20723
Email Address : eaton.seth@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : The letter in Washington Post noted the environmental considerations

for Purple Line. If we consider greenhouse gases, less foreign oil and
cleaner air then light rail trumps bus rapid transit. Please choose light rail
whenever possible to make it environmentally sound and reject the
NIMBY opponents of the rail.



 - RECORD #1561 DETAIL
First Name : Seth
Last Name : Eaton
Business Name :
Address : 507 Ellsworth Dr
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : ellsworthdr507@mac.com
Submission Content/Notes : I own a home 3 blocks away from Wayne Ave and I strongly support the

rail option as the environmentally better option.



 - RECORD #3240 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Ebbeler
Business Name :
Address : 4711 Oliver Street
City : Riverdale Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address : jebbeler@efusionconsulting.com
Submission Content/Notes : Mass transit has always produced a huge economic benefit to any

community it supports



 - RECORD #661 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Ebbin
Business Name :
Address :
City : Frederick
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : RME465@HOTMAIL.COM]
Submission Content/Notes : I'm writing to express support for the purple line light rail project.  I think

it is critical that Maryland invest in transportation projects such as this
one to help alleviate the traffic crisis in Maryland.  This project should
help make cross-county trips possible while removing cars from roads
that are virtually impassable during peak travel times.  The connections
to other Metro lines, Amtrak and MARC will also be a huge help.  I
believe rail is the better long-term solution than buses because buses
would be much slower and less beneficial to the environment.

I realize Maryland is dealing with budget shortfalls that will make it
difficult to fund this or other important transportation projects (particularly
the widening of I-270 to Frederick).  However, after decades of saying
"yes" to residential and commercial development, the state must also
say "yes" to providing the infrastructure required by the growing
population.  Access to transportation is vital to the economy of the state
and the quality of life of the residents.

Thank you for your consideration.

Robert Ebbin
Frederick, MD



 - RECORD #1296 DETAIL
First Name : Felicia
Last Name : Eberling
Business Name :
Address : 1001 Spring Street
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : First name is Felicia, that's F-E-L-I-C-I-A. Last name is Eberling, that's

E-B-E-R-L-I-N-G. The address is 1001 Spring Street, Apartment 924,
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910.

I have been living in downtown Silver Spring since 1984. I take public
transportation regularly ever since I moved to this area in 1977.

I use the subway and the buses. When they talk about a purple line, I
think it's great because usually a red line you have to go all the way
around the horseshoe just to get to Rockville is a pain and the buses are
- it's crowded and congested. So I think the purple line is a good idea.

The question is not so much do we need to have a purple line, but how
should we have it? What form should it take and can we afford it?

So my personal first choice is of course a real subway line tunnel but
we're never going to have that. So my second choice would be light rail
and my third choice would be buses, but it's a very third choice.

The thing that thrills me about the purple line is not only being able to get
from downtown Silver Spring to like Rockville or out that way, but also to
be able to just hop on the purple line and to go Langley Park which right
now is a real hassle to do.

So one way or another, I as a resident of downtown Silver Spring really
would like to see the purple line happen. I see no reason not to have
light rail and I can live with the buses, but my choice is really light rail at
this point. Thank you.



 - RECORD #657 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Eck
Business Name :
Address : 10428 Julep Avenue
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : eck.william.pdf (8 kb)





 - RECORD #3194 DETAIL
First Name : Christopher
Last Name : Eco
Business Name :
Address : 4549 Windsor Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Eco 35859.pdf (116 kb)







 - RECORD #2897 DETAIL
First Name : Carole
Last Name : Edelstein
Business Name :
Address : 3403 Thonapple Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : CREUSCHLE@COMCAST.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Please vote no to the Purple Line, and save the Capital Cresent Trail!

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2725 DETAIL
First Name : Timothy S.
Last Name : Eden
Business Name : The Meridian Group
Address : 3 Bethesda Metro Center, Suite 610
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : TIMEDEN@MERIDIANGROUPINC.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS --

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am a resident that uses the Crescent Trail often for biking or walking.  I
also use Metro frequently and understand the need for Mass Transit.
However, I feel strongly that this would not be a cost effective way to
expand Metro and that it would have a materially negative impact on the
environment and significantly reduce the quality of life for the
neighborhoods that would be impacted.  Further, Metro Bus adequately
services this transportation corridor, and with the health of Metro in
doubt due to ongoing maintenance costs, it would not seem prudent to
add another line in the near future when the bus system can be
expanded so easily.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2438 DETAIL
First Name : Amanda
Last Name : Edmonds
Business Name :
Address : 4420 Rosedale Ave
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : ABEDMONDS@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews

Please do not build the Purple Line over the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring.  My family uses this portion of the
trail almost every day, and I know many others who can say the same.
The trail is a jewel--it is quiet and beautiful and it draws our community
together in a way that cannot be replaced if you tear it down and put up
a Metro line.  It gives people of all ages a safe, car-free place to exercise
and enjoy the outdoors, and it encourages carbon-free, healthy
commuting.   How lucky we are to have this in our area!  I wish more
communities were as fortunate--it would make such a difference in
public health, both physical and mental.

Many days, I see an elderly man who uses a walker out on the trail.  He
moves very slowly, but it's clear that he loves his nature walks and he's
willing to use every ounce of effort to get outside and enjoy our beautiful
tail.  My 15 month old son is pretty similar--his walking is unsteady, but
the trail motivates him like nothing else!  I see so many new parents out
on the trail, and you can tell they are so grateful for the opportunity to get
the stroller off the sidewalk and introduce their little ones to nature.

Please exercise your power to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail.  It will be such a loss to all of us--and to future
generations--if you decide to remove this remarkable natural resource
from our area.



 - RECORD #1716 DETAIL
First Name : Amber
Last Name : Edwards
Business Name :
Address : 2213 shorefield rd
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line, with the following
components:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking the Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park
and New Carrollton Metrorail Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long
Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda and Silver Spring and important pedestrian safety upgrades
elsewhere along the project corridor;

4. A community- and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.



 - RECORD #720 DETAIL
First Name : Kenya Marie
Last Name : Edwards
Business Name :
Address : P.O. Box 3543
City : Gaithersburg
State : MD
Zip Code : 20885
Email Address : KME19732003@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Kenya Marie Edwards
P.O. Box 3543
Gaithersburg, MD 20885



 - RECORD #1962 DETAIL
First Name : Kevin and Angela
Last Name : Edwards
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : KEDWARDS@BECHTEL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson, and

         Council President Andrews:

My family and I recently relocated to Bethesda from Frederick County
and have been a frequent user of the Capital Crescent Trail.  In fact, my
family, weather permitting, frequently does bike rides on the trail as a
family outing.  In addition, my wife and I use this trail to train for various
marathons as well as just getting out for a quiet stroll.  Since moving to
Bethesda, it is clear that the community thrives on outdoor activity,
adventure and outings involving pets (pets are a big deal in our
community).  We will be at a loss if the Capital Crescent Trail was taken
away from the community.  This trail is a “passage to heaven.”

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #224 DETAIL
First Name : Tilden and Mary
Last Name : Edwards
Business Name :
Address : 9615 Page Ave.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : tildene@erols.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please support the Purple Line: it represents the badly needed

transportation of the future for so many people, and relieves the every-
worsening congestion on the beltway. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1933 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Edwards
Business Name :
Address : 4519 Dresden Street
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : WILL@30POINT.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson and Council President Andrews:

I am writing to you as a longtime user of the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Jones Mill Road. I use the trail to bike to work –
from Kensington to Bethesda and back again – and I am deeply
concerned that using the trail for the Purple Line would take away from
one of the most enjoyable recreation areas in our vicinity.

I have spent hours reviewing the various proposals and feel confident in
saying that placing the train tracks next to the bike/pedestrian path –
elevated or no – would seriously jeopardize my and others’ enjoyment of
the trail (during construction and after it is completed). Given the BRAC
relocation program at the Medical Center and the dreadful traffic
congestion that has been promised (with little chance of more resources
being allocated to alleviating this issue amid the recession), I fear that
you are going to push a number of bikers back into their cars, adding to
the quagmire already existing at intersections such as Cedar Lane and
Rockville Pike. As the trail is currently situated, I have seen a number of
close calls between bikers and pedestrians as there already is not
enough room to accommodate a growing sphere of people who want to
exercise or use environmentally responsible means to get to work.

To boot, I’m not crazy about the loss of all of the trees that will need to
be chopped down to make room for the ill-advised train. I’m not sure
how you split hairs there. Trees and bikers both cut down on
greenhouse gases.

I am also a frequent user of Ride-On buses, and I fail to see how all of
this money should be spent to shorten some commuters’ travel times by
a mere matter of minutes. The bus system works, and with additional
resources and express buses, it will work even better.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1026 DETAIL
First Name : Ann
Last Name : Effer
Business Name :
Address : 7812 Turning Creek Ct
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : ANNEFFER@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,

ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ann Effer
7812 Turning Creek Ct
Potomac, MD 20854



 - RECORD #623 DETAIL
First Name : Hillary B.
Last Name : Egeth
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : HILLARY.B.EGETH@IRS.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : We need a light rail, not a bus.  There have been so many times I've

ridden the metro from Shady Grove to New Carrollton and it's taken me
almost an hour, where if the purple line was there, it'd take me 1/2 the
time.  I have my primary care physician there.  I don't like to use my car
to drive to Silver Spring because it's hard to use the electronic devices to
pay and there's a lot of traffic.  We need to go green by having this
purple line.

Thanks for listening to me

Hillary B. Egeth
TE/GE Times Editor
TE/GE Communications and Liaison (1750 Pa. Av.)
SE:T:CL
202-283-9948 (office)
301-330-9282 (home)
202-283-9956 or 9973 (FAX)
hillary.b.egeth@irs.gov (office)
hillary.goodman@comcast.net (home)
Cubicle 6P7



 - RECORD #2071 DETAIL
First Name : Parvin
Last Name : Eghtesadi
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : EGHTESADI@HOTMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : (If you have the time, please write a personal letter.   If not,  please feel
free to use this letter.  Thank you! )

Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it’s important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



 - RECORD #1873 DETAIL
First Name : Grant
Last Name : Ehat
Business Name : JBG Rosenfeld Retail
Address : 4445 Willard Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : It would be fantastic for the region and the local jurisdictions to have a

rail line connecting Prince Georges and Montgomery County



 - RECORD #954 DETAIL
First Name : Gerald
Last Name : Ehrenstein
Business Name :
Address : 7502 Nevis Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : DEBANDGER@EARTHLINK.NET
Submission Content/Notes : To: Maryland Transit Administration

I would like to add my support for the Purple Line.  Getting people
out of their cars and into public transport has multiple benefits:

provide transport options
reduce traffic congestion
reduce global warming
increase exercise
move toward energy independence

Building the Purple Line as soon as possible should be a high priority.

Gerald Ehrenstein
7502 Nevis Road
Bethesda, MD 20817



 - RECORD #921 DETAIL
First Name : James Or Sylvana
Last Name : Ehrman
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SJEHRMAN@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning

Maryland Transit Administration

Dear Ms Ratliff,

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

Our nation is experiencing its worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression.  There’s much blame to be shared but the overriding cause
appears clear: Corporate concern to reap short-term benefit --
regardless of what ultimate consequences might cost.

Maryland officials are in a final phase of determining how the Purple Line
will be built.  We’ve heard much about the cost disparity between
tunneling under, versus installing light rail at-grade, on Wayne Avenue --
the former allegedly being at unacceptably higher cost than the latter.

Paying less may be the easier choice, with clear short-term budget and
perhaps political appeal.  But there also will be longer-term
consequences, whose costs to the County and our immediate
community could parallel the disastrous effects our nation faces from
short-term decision making in corporate board rooms.

My wife and I join our voices to those of our neighbors on and near
Wayne Avenue: For the sake of our community and all who transit
through it -- both today and twenty or thirty years from now -- please
base your decision on what will be best in the long run.  Give us a Purple
Line whose Wayne Avenue segment will be as much a community and
County asset in the more distant future as when it is built.  Please build a
Purple Line whose tunneled segment hastens traffic through our
community without disrupting or endangering the lives of those who live
above it.

James/Sylvana Ehrman



 - RECORD #1538 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Ehrman
Business Name :
Address : 612 Woodside Parkway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SJEHRMAN@MSN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Honorable Martin O’Malley

Christmas Day, 2008
The State House

Annapolis, Maryland

Dear Governor O’Malley:

On December 23 a major water main break occurred in Montgomery
County. The following day you visited the River Road site and were
quoted as saying (Washington Post of December 25), “it underscores
the importance of investing in the things our parents and grandparents
built for us.”

Governor O‘Malley, I ask that you imagine yourself as Governor of
Maryland forty or fifty years from now. Imagine confronting a problem of
bottlenecked cross-county traffic in Silver Spring where, with each
passing year, more and more vehicular traffic pours onto the Purple
Line’s at-grade route through downtown Silver Spring and along Wayne
Avenue. Will you be thanking your predecessor and other traffic
planners of the Century’s first decade for their foresight in opting for at-
grade over tunneling?

Or would you prefer they had thought ahead and invested in a traffic
solution that even their children and grandchildren would consider a
County and community asset for posterity?

Sincerely,

 James Ehrman

612 Woodside Parkway

Silver Spring



 - RECORD #2641 DETAIL
First Name : Ronald
Last Name : Eichner
Business Name :
Address : 3914 Legation St, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20015
Email Address : RON@NEWLEGACYPARTNERS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #680 DETAIL
First Name : Lee
Last Name : Eiden
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : EIDENL@MAIL.NIH.GOV



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley, Executive Councilmembers, and
representatives,

I wrote to each of you some time ago with respect to the Reed
St.abandonment in Bethesda, that  "[i]n abandoning Reed St., the
County is abandoning our way of life, and degrading our quality of life.
Budget shortfalls should induce us to spend less money on the hidden
costs of overdevelopment (shrinking tax base as homes become worth
less due to loss of quality of life, need for additional services, etc).
Instead, with the proposed abandonment, the Council has opted to incur
even greater expenditures in support of development, when we surely
know by now that the economic analysis favors saving money by pulling
back on overdevelopment, rather than encouraging it. With Mr. Berliner
also signaling that this is not the right time for other green initiatives, and
the anti-green abandonment proposal, your Council appears to have
come a long way, in the wrong direction, since the days of your personal
stalwart defense of the Trail, surely one of our County's greatest
treasures. Please consider re-dedicating yourself to our quality of life
and urge the Council to do likewise."

I believe these sentiments need to be re-articulated to each of you--they
apply as well to upcoming actions regarding the final stages of planning
for the Inner Purple Line. As I think you now know well, I am a
Montgomery County resident who views the Capitol Crescent Trail as a
'mini-Central Park'--an irreplaceable natural amenity that makes living in
Montgomery County special, just as having Central Park in the middle of
all the urban density makes New York special (and tolerable!). The idea
of putting a rapid transit rail through the Capitol Crescent Trail is to me
and hundreds of trail users such a non-starter that over the years it has
almost been difficult to take the efforts to dismantle the Trail seriously--
but now the proposal to do so is before you! I remember very well all of
Mr. Leggett's efforts over the past 20+ years, in securing the trail as a
continuous amenity for the County, and later working with Doug Duncan
and others to improve it and most importantly to preserve it.

Please do not allow the Capitol Crescent Trail to be co-opted for the
Inner Purple Line! There were plenty of reasons to save the Trail before.
Now, with the BRAC bringing Walter Reed to Bethesda, there are even
more compelling reasons to make sure the Purple Line connects
Bethesda Naval to Silver Spring, rather than by-passing Bethesda Naval
(and ruining a precious ribbon of greenspace in the process!).

It's been said that history judges us not only by what we build, but by
what we preserve. The Capitol Crescent Trail is a wonderful amenity, but
it is a profoundly valuable legacy.

Thank you, once again, for your efforts on behalf of keeping this sliver of
natural beauty across our county safe and thriving for the future!

Best,

Lee Eiden

P.S. I am copying this letter to the rest of the Eiden 'voting block', my
wife Maribeth and sons Nick and Max. Thanks again for your efforts to
preserve the Capitol Crescent Trail!



 - RECORD #2431 DETAIL
First Name : Lee
Last Name : Eiden
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : EIDENL@MAIL.NIH.GOV
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

Since I have written to you on this subject several times before, let me
summarize my concerns pithily:

1. It is important to Save the Trail, provide metro access to Bethesda
Naval, provide safe and unimpeded bicycle and pedestrian access on
the
Capitol Crescent Trail which helps keep cars off the road, and keep
costs
of the Inner Purple Line reasonable. To do this, bus transit on Jones
Bridge Road, rather than the segment of the Capitol Crescent Trail from
downtown Bethesda through Chevy Chase, is a must.

2. The option above is, in the views of many citizens, more-or-less a
no-brainer. So say I, and so say three other household voters, Maribeth
Eiden, Nick Eiden and Max Eiden. Hundreds of other voter/petitioners
agree.

I am especially concerned about Mr. Leggett's comments in the Post
today
that imply that continuous light rail is the 'overwhelmingly' preferred
option although he himself is undecided. This strikes me as a way of
masking the issues most pertinent to commuters to Bethesda Naval
hospital,
users of the Capitol Crescent Trail, and residents of Bethesda. We well
understand that all the citizens of Montgomery County should support
that
which is best for the County as a whole. However, using a broad brush
in a
rush to capture Federal dollars that the state of Maryland will be
hard-pressed to match is not the most thoughtful solution. Please be
advised that we have thoroughly researched the issue, have been privy
to
the considered opinion of third-party transportation consultants, and are
passionately committed to the preservation of this green space,
Montgomery
County's own and only 'Central Park'.



 - RECORD #2392 DETAIL
First Name : Ellen
Last Name : Eisele
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MA
Zip Code :
Email Address : EEISELE@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,
I was shocked and saddened to hear the news of Purple line and the
Capital Crescent Trail.  I was born and raised in Chevy Chase and
remember when the train used to pass by down the tracks.  I also
remember when the train stopped running and the tracks were
abandoned for years.  As an adult, I have walked, jogged and biked on
the trail.  I have explored the trail with my children.  I watched as my
neighbor would bike to work each day from Chevy Chase to the Library
of Congress on the Crescent Trail.  The dedication and perseverance of
the community brought the Capital Crescent Trail to life.  It is a unique
and valuable resource that must be protected.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ellen Eisele

formerly of 3501 Thornapple Street, Chevy Chase

currently of Manchester-by-the-Sea, Massachusetts



 - RECORD #436 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Eisemann
Business Name :
Address : 601 Dartmouth Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : davebikes@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am a resident of downtown Silver Spring in full support of building the

purple line.   However the street I live on, Dartmouth Ave, is a direct cut
through from Wayne Ave to Dale Drive.   I believe purple line
construction will divert significant traffic onto my street, bypassing the
Dale Drive/Wayne Ave intersection, even though the Traffic Analysis
Technical Report section 4.3.2 says it will be a minimal amount.   Please
consider making my street, Dartmouth Ave, a cul de sac to prevent cut
through traffic and preserve the safe character of the neighborhood.
Thanks.



 - RECORD #1029 DETAIL
First Name : Sandy
Last Name : Eisen
Business Name :
Address : 4344 Morningwood Drive
City : Olney
State : MD
Zip Code : 20832
Email Address : SANDY.EISEN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I support the purple line light rail.  It's one significant step towards getting

car off the roads and pollution out of the air.

Thank you.
Sandy Eisen
4344 Morningwood Drive
Olney, MD  20832



 - RECORD #3126 DETAIL
First Name : Elliot
Last Name : Eisenberg
Business Name :
Address : 9637 East Bexhill Drive
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : eeisenberg@nahb.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Eisenberg 35555.pdf (113 kb)







 - RECORD #584 DETAIL
First Name : Lloyd
Last Name : Eisenberg
Business Name :
Address : 3805 Dunlop Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : EACONSUL@EROLS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Building the purple line as planned will be a disaster. You are using

out dated 20th century progressive thinking to solve an American
Problem. In twenty years you will have an insignificant number of riders
on the Purple Line. Americans (new and old) want autos. If you believe
that the working population will use this billion dollar fiasco into the
middle of the 21st century, please look at #495 and #95. Americans
want
to drive cars and you would put billions into destroying what can never
be recaptured. Shame and folly for your lack of thinking. Think about
resolving the auto traffic because there will be more of it over the
next 20 years.
Lloyd Eisenberg
3805 Dunlop St.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #1615 DETAIL
First Name : Raymond
Last Name : Eldridge
Business Name :
Address : 6579 Hil Mar Dr.
City : Forestville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20747
Email Address : raymond.eldridge@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I am for the light rail version of the purple line.  It needs to eventually

stop at both Andrews Air Base and the National Harbor.



 - RECORD #476 DETAIL
First Name : Shemeka K.
Last Name : Eldridge
Business Name :
Address : 416 E Woodlake Court
City : Glen Burnie
State : MD
Zip Code : 21061
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Scan.eldrige.pdf (64 kb)





 - RECORD #948 DETAIL
First Name : Sarah
Last Name : Eligen
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : SELLGEN@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I support the purple line as light rail.

thanks,
Sarah Ellgen
Silver Spring, MD



 - RECORD #937 DETAIL
First Name : Margaret
Last Name : Elizalde
Business Name :
Address : 13611 Colefair Dr.
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904-5414
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. This light rail is long

overdue and much needed. Thank you!
Attachments : Amaya_Fidelina Comment Cards.pdf (61 kb)





 - RECORD #4 DETAIL
First Name : Jonathan
Last Name : Elkind
Business Name :
Address : 415 Ellsworth Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : jonelkind@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : Has MTA conducted studies of potential ridership of the Purple Line

and/or potential for the reduction in east-west traffic as a consequence
of the building of the Purple Line??



 - RECORD #274 DETAIL
First Name : Christopher
Last Name : Ellepola
Business Name :
Address : 4506 amherst rd
City : college park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support the Purple Line in the fullest extent of its possible heavy-rail

stations to be connected.  I support the Campus Drive alignment at
UMD, but would settle for Preinkert as well if that is what it takes to
construct the Purple Line.



 - RECORD #471 DETAIL
First Name : Adele
Last Name : Ellis
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ADELRICHELLIS@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please note the attached testimony on behalf of the Purple Line.  Thank

you.
Attachments : COMMENTS ON THE PURPLE LINE PLANNING.aellis.doc (32 kb)



 
COMMENTS ON THE PURPLE LINE PLANNING & PROCESS 2000-2008 

IN MONTGOMERY & PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTIES, MARYLAND 
By 

BYRNE HACKETT KELLY, RLA, ASLA,  
Member of the MNCPPC Master Plan (Purple Line) Advisory Group-MPAG 
Former Chair: Transportation and the Environment Committee, PG-C. of C. 

Founder, the Purple Line Network 1999 
 

I have resided in Takoma Park, Maryland since 1983, as a renter, a homeowner, citizen, public school parent, and as a 
professional Environmental Planner and Landscape Architect, 
 
I purchased my first and only home in unincorporated Hyattsville, Chillum in 1989, 
two blocks from New Hampshire Avenue and Eastern Avenues, one lot from the City of Takoma Park. 
Without ever having to move, I now live in the City of Takoma Park, Montgomery County, Maryland. 
 
Therefore, I am truly Bi-County, bi-lateral, and multi-partisan.  Unfortunately, MNCPPC is bifurcated. 
That may be one of the inherent strengths, or weaknesses, endemic to two of the wealthiest and political powerful 
counties in Maryland.  For within the Beltway, reside the some of the richest, and the majority of the poorest, and racially 
diverse citizens within the planning areas having the highest of densities.  Often, during the planning process it is the 
voices and needs of those citizens and immigrants that are drowned out by those who can afford to make themselves 
heard.  
 
The Maryland Transit Authority, and MNCPPC has provided as equitable a series of opportunities as they are required to 
do under the State and County’s guidelines.  But there are many who work two or more jobs, or are single parents, or do 
not speak the language, or for many a reason, both simple and complex, are left out of the planning process.  Many of 
those are the residents that cannot afford a car and rely on mass transit.  Langley Park, where University Boulevard and 
New Hampshire Avenues intersect, a mile north of where I reside, where the two counties meet, is demonstrative of this 
fact, that is also where there is the highest bus ridership and transfer points in Maryland. 
 
Other sets of citizens dependent on transit are the middle school, high school, community college, and university 
students.  Is their collective voice being heard over the Columbia Country Club, or the Village of Chevy Chase?  Does our 
planning process truly include them?  Perhaps statistically it does, politically, and financially it may fall short. 
 
What we do have working in our favor, statistically, is ridership numbers that out-compete many of the other projects 
seeking to merit the requisite Federal Funding necessary to build such a major infrastructure project.  We also have a long 
segment of the proposed Purple Line Route that once carried coal trains, and was Master Planned to be a transit line as 
well as a trail, that gives us an edge in the Federal queue, while it also creates significant environmental and political 
hurdles to achieving our planning goals. 
 
So at this juncture in the planning process, should we continue to seek Federal approval and gain access to limited 
Federal funding programs, or abdicate to the special interests of the wheel heeled and vocal minorities? 
Or, should we seek to solve the challenges and short-comings of the currently proposed design alternatives by electing to 
show our unified support under the following conditions, and reasons suggested here (and welcomingly introduced by 
others, who join in this dialogue) so that we qualify for the Federal and State financing before it disappears. 
 
I strongly propose we continue to go forward with qualifying and competing in the Federal “Starts” process. 
I also propose we: 
 

 Demand that cost effectiveness include real estate value analysis, (before, during, and after construction). 
 Demand a more rigorous environmental analysis including mitigation, air quality, and no net loss of trees and 

green-space, or a permanent reduction in the quality of the existing trail. 
 Demand a more rigorous traffic analysis such as impacts to car, bus & train travel, (esp. CBD of Silver Spring). 
 Demand a more in-depth analysis of bicycle ridership resulting from the improved proposed bike trail connectivity. 
 Require aerial, cut & cover, and deep tunnel options be economically compared by segment utilizing the smartest, 

and greenest design standards, including End-On Construction Methodology on the Capital Crescent Trail 
 Explore alternative state and local funding options after securing the maximum base amount of funding from the 

Federal government, such as a regional (transit) tax, increasing fossil fuel taxes, higher parking fees. 
 Complete an integrated cost effectiveness analysis comparing the No-build to the most appropriate build 

scenarios to determine if by building a system that satisfies the majority of those most directly affected is in the 
long term, the most valuable way to succeed with this very significant transportation project. 

 Include a stop at the proposed Silver Spring Library, consolidate the Dale Drive stop and the Manchester Rd 
Stops to one stop next to the SSI sports field, and add a stop on University Blvd. At Carroll Avenue.  



 - RECORD #1121 DETAIL
First Name : Ebonique
Last Name : Ellis
Business Name :
Address : 2480 16th Street, NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20009
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My first name is Ebonique, E-B-O-N-I-Q-U-E and my last name is Ellis,

E-L-L-I-S. I am Ebonique Ellis. I live in Adams Morgan in D.C. I came
with a prepared speech but after hearing all this affects, I think that it's
better that I just speak as a D.C. resident.

As a person that lives in Adams Morgan and comes out to Silver Spring
frequently, I don't get a chance to go out to New Carrollton and
Bethesda because they're inconvenient. I think the Purple Line will
change that and take my business from Adams Morgan into the
Maryland suburbs, which is important.

You can see in places like Pentagon City, where I do frequently go to
their mall. It would be different if I had a chance to go to the Bethesda
Mall. It'd be more convenient and would grow the Maryland area.

As black person that just recently graduated from Howard University, I
think it's important that New Carrollton, a majority black area, has a
chance to have public transit and get new jobs in the area. And seeing
that their income is nearly $20,000 less than everyone else in the
surrounding areas, I think it's really important that we have the chance to
get new jobs in this area. So, thank you.



 - RECORD #1706 DETAIL
First Name : Elaine
Last Name : Ellis
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : HA2010@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : 1 January 2009

WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY:
Elaine H. Ellis, Resident
RE: Issues Relating to Routing Purple Line Through Downtown Silver
Spring and Wayne Avenue

Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

My name is Elaine Ellis.  For past twenty-six years, I have  resided at
111 Ellsworth Drive, Silver Spring, MD.  I am opposed to any surface-
level trains running through residential neighborhoods in Silver Spring
and on Wayne Avenue.  I support and agree with written statement
submitted by Mark Gabrielle, President of Seven Oaks-Evanswood
Citizens Association (SOECA).

Reasons for my objections are listed below.
MTA Refusal for Analysis of Tunnel Under Wayne Avenue.  Despite
numerous requests at community meetings over the past two years,
MTA has refused to hold serious discussion about a tunnel under Wayne
Avenue.
Flaws in MTA analysis.  MTA’s traffic analysis is flawed in a number of
major ways.  Not the least of these, the analysis is based in part on an
assumption that cars can travel at 45 miles per hour on Wayne, although
the speed limit on Wayne is 30 mph, and near schools 25 mph.
Estimates in ridership also seem to be inflated. I have seen no data
about parents and "working mothers"on new ridership.  Parents
represent a significant number of drivers that planners have ignored in
their estimates.   Mothers who drive pre-schoolers to day care or young
children to school are not likely to abandon the comfort of their cars and
transport their children via Purple Line rail or bus, especially during
weekdays.
Widening Wayne Avenue.   A surface route on Wayne Avenue will result
in widening of nearly two-thirds of the one-mile of Wayne from Fenton
Street to other side of Sligo Creek Parkway.  Widening this road would
simply  have the opposite effect.  Within a few years, Wayne Avenue
would look like Colesville Road and become another highway bisecting
our neighborhood.     The land for this expansion will come mainly from
sixty (60) to seventy (70)  private property homeowners’ front yards both
within and outside of the right of way.  This widening, primarily for long
left turn lanes at signaled intersections on Wayne, will increase the traffic
capacity on Wayne and the traffic volume will grow to fill it.  There will be
more cars on Wayne with a surface Purple Line on Wayne than without.
Previously, the County had approved an environmentally friendly plan to
effectively narrow Wayne Avenue by replacing a lane with what was
known as the Green Trail bike path.
Increased Gridlock in Downtown.  Long trains crossing Georgia Avenue,
entering the intersection of Wayne and Fenton diagonally as a fifth
stream of traffic, and passing the entrance to the Whole Foods shopping
center parking lot and St. Michaels Church will create HAVOC.  Trains
running every 3-5 minutes in both directions during rush hour at speeds
of 5 to 15 miles per hour – will create even worse traffic conditions in
downtown Silver Spring than exist today and threaten the vitality of the



recently revived downtown. Neither a surface route through downtown
Silver Spring nor stations at: 1) Dale Avenue, 2)Fenton Street , 3) new
Silver Spring Library and 4) Silver Spring Transit Center are necessary
for development of downtown.  How does Silver Spring demonstrate a
need for more stations than any other segment of the entire sixteen-mile
Purple Line route?  Substantial and highly successful development has
already taken place in most sectors of downtown Silver Spring and this
has occurred with the existing transit system.
Noise Impact in Residential area.  Squeal of metal wheels will be
ongoing day and night.  This will be disturbing and bring unnecessary
levels of noise to quiet long-established residential neighborhoods.
Covering the wheels may partially diminish the sound, but will not
eliminate noise of trains running hourly.
Visual Blight on Neighborhood.  Surface level trains will also be a visual
blight and decrease properly values for homes within sight of these rail
trains.
Sligo Creek Parkway.  Hundreds of trees will be cut down to expand
Wayne Avenue road surface.   Hard surfaces increase run-off of road oil
into Sligo Creek and the watershed.  Widening Wayne Avenue will not
help the environment.
Demolitions.  To widen Wayne Avenue on the segment beyond Sligo
Creek Parkway between Flower Avenue will be difficult to  accomplish
without demolitions.  The analysis is not clear about this.  This area is
filled with apartment buildings and offers low income families one of the
few remaining havens of affordable housing in Silver Spring.  It would be
a travesty to lose any affordable housing in Montgomery County to build
a rail line that has been marketed to help this population.
A tunnel will eliminate the many adverse impacts of a surface route for
Wayne Avenue segment.  Tunneling will offer a well-designed Purple
Line that enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and would
be compatible with the adjacent residential community.  Cost should not
be the determining factor that political leadership weighs to chose the
Purple Line route.  Quality is equally important.  Our neighborhood
should not be sacrificed for a plan that does not enhance day-to-day
quality of life for future generations.



 - RECORD #1943 DETAIL
First Name : Robert A.
Last Name : Ellis
Business Name :
Address : 5109 River Hill Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : RELLIS4410@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir or Madam: I live in Bethesda and have access to the Capital

Crescent Trail. I bike the trail often and would not be pleased if you
should ruin it with this proposed Purple Line. Please find another route.
So much is being taken from us in these tumultuous times.  Do not
denigrate or take the trail from us as it exists today.

Do the right thing and preserve this good thing that is provided to us by
living in Bethesda.



 - RECORD #2100 DETAIL
First Name : Ruth G.
Last Name : Ellsworth
Business Name :
Address : 10917 Horde Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : RSELLSWORTH@RCN.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Moon,
    In response to your request I have written and mailed a letter in
support of the Purple Line.  I located the address from the Internet since
none was furnished.  I hope it reaches the proper person.  The letter
follows:
Ruth G. Ellsworth

10917 Horde St.

Silver Spring, MD 20902

January 7, 2009

Mr. Michael Madden, Project Manager

Maryland Transit Administration

6 St. Paul Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear Mr. Madden:

I enthusiastically support a light rail Purple Line with the following
components:

First, it provides a direct link between Bethesda, Silver Spring, College
Park and New Carrollton Metrorail stations with stops in Chevy Chase,
Long Branch, Langley Park, the University of Maryland (on campus),
Riverdale Park and other communities along the transit corridor. At
present these destinations can only be reached circuitously on the Metro
line or via the Beltway. The Beltway is overloaded and no longer
promises a quick trip from one destination to another. The Purple Line
will provide a direct link, the first step to turning a circle into a web and
will save time and fuel.

Being an old timer, I remember the street cars that served us back in the
‘40s and 50s. The street cars rode on their own rails which were kept
clear of automobiles avoiding the back-ups caused by traffic congestion.
This was particularly advantageous in event of an auto accident. The
tracks were kept clear and the street car could go on its way while the
auto drivers sat, burning fuel and their own tempers.

A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of way
is recommended.

This will provide an ideal opportunity for completion of the Capital
Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the transit line on the Georgetown
Branch railroad right of way between Bethsda and Silver Spring and
important pedestrian safety upgrades elsewhere along the project
corridor.

The community- and environmentally-friendly design will mitigate
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding the speedy
implementation of this project.

Needless to say, addition of the Purple Line would help solve our
number one traffic problem in this area -- congestion. The majority of
people are in favor of the Purple Line because WE NEED IT!

Sincerely,



    Hope it helps.  Ruth Ellsworth
Attachments : Ellsworth_Ruth.pdf (51 kb)





 - RECORD #1930 DETAIL
First Name : Pete
Last Name : Elms
Business Name :
Address : 4215 Oakridge Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PETE@LESSNET.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

As an avid user of the CAPITAL CRESCENT TRAIL I implore you to
reconsider using this priceless resource for the creation of the Purple
Line.  I am a supporter of the Purple Line but truly believe there are
better locations for this transportation solution.  I am also extremely
concerned about the impact on the wildlife that is so abundant in and
around the trail; wildlife such as fox, deer, and even a hawk that
appeared 2 years ago and is seen periodically feeding on captured prey
in my backyard.  Destroying this natural resource seems to fly in the face
of the County's and State's commitment to environmental improvement
and a "greener" Maryland.

How can destroying thousands of trees be good for the environment?

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1622 DETAIL
First Name : Bryan
Last Name : Elrod
Business Name :
Address : 12911 Bluhill Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please, build the light rail line along the abandon rail lines. The bus rapid

transit system will NOT work on the roads as they will not provide a
dedicated lane for buses. This would then mean the buses would be
stuck in the same traffic problems as everyone else and NO ONE will
use the BRT system if that is the case.

The light rail system, using the Capital Crescent Trail right-of-way, has
been in the planning stages far too long (20 years) and needs to be
implemented NOW.

As a county resident for 40+ years, we NEED this system. The Metro
doesn't provide good east-west transportation options and a BRT system
would not work with the road system and traffic congestion.

I am a resident of Silver Spring and I vote in every election. I will be
following this issue closely. And I will vote AGAINST any politician who
drags their feet on this issue another year. Enough! Build the Light Rail
System NOW!



 - RECORD #1498 DETAIL
First Name : Linda
Last Name : Elswick
Business Name :
Address : 16780 River Road
City : Poolesville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20837
Email Address : IPSA@IGC.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Provide additional needed public transit and help reduce
dependence on cars -- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars
off the road and significantly improve travel time along the 16
mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and, --
Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Linda Elswick
16780 River Road
Poolesville, MD 20837



 - RECORD #2921 DETAIL
First Name : Eileen
Last Name : Emmet
Business Name :
Address :
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : EEMMET@MSN.COM



Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It Concerns:

I hope you will accept this because your website says there are 8 hours
left to comment.

If the goal of the purple line is to make east/west connections and to get
people out of their cars for commuter and daily trips, may I suggest
another alternative I think will pick up more riders, link more
communities, be less costly, spur more smartgrowth development, have
a lower environmental impact, and in general be easier to implement
because the wide roadway cross section is already in place:  run the line
along University Boulevard.

The Boulevard connects mid-century development nodes (commercial
centers and crossroads) and residential areas that have been
underdeveloped for years, where smaller denser neighborhoods exist.
For the most part, it has gentle grade elevations that would be easy to
construct as either a rail or bus route.  Stops could be placed
approximately one-half mile apart, easy walking distance for passengers
who might want some options to get on/off the line, to walk from stop to
stop.  University Boulevard carries many cars, but it also has sidewalks
in place.  Adding a bus/rail line would increase the density and easily
make the route into a multi-modal corridor, perhaps take some of the
short, daily, non-transport trips off the Beltway.  If you compared the
opportunites of this route to the current options, you will find that you can
close your eyes and easily envision the route -- much the same way that
you can close your eyes and envision the MD 355/Wisconsion Avenue
route of the Meto line.  And, when people can recall a route and the
locations of stops, that's one less challenge to changing behavior to
public transit.  Another argument is that the University Boulevard loop
has more schools, churches, recreational facilities, single-family and
multi-family neighborhoods, commercial centers and transfer locations,
by far, than the routes that are currently being veted, and people in
those areas would welcome transit stops.

I urge you to step back, and look at the bigger regional picture.  Create a
"purple circle" from Wisconsin Avenue, via Jones Bridge or Cedar Lane
to Connecticut Avenue in Kensington, the Marc train, Wheaton at Viers
Mill and Georgia Avenue and the Metro, Arcola Avenue, Four Corners,
the Beltway, to Piney Brancy, Caroll Avenue, new Hampshire Avenue at
Langley Park, to Riggs Road, Adelphia Plaza, Adelphia Road, the
University of Maryland, College Park, Metzerott Road, Route 1, Rhode
Island Avenue, the Marc on Greenbelt Road, Beltway Plaza Mall at
Berwyn Heights/Kenilworth Avenue, Golden Triangle Office Park/the
Beltway, Greenbelt at Southway/Balt/Washington Parkway, Eleanor
Roosevelt Hight School Cipriano Road/NASA, to the Lanham/Annapolis
Road to Amtrak at New Carrolton.



 - RECORD #3280 DETAIL
First Name : Eileen
Last Name : Emmet
Business Name :
Address : 10708 Lorain Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : eemmet@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please point me to the information where the State or others studied a

Montgomery County route from Prince Georges along University
Boulevard to Kensington, and from Kensington via any route to the Rt.
355 Red Line.  I'm interested in reviewing such a study and analysis iand
learning whether such an option had public or political support or not.
Also, if such a study existed, please point me to the cost estimating
information as well.  Thank you.



 - RECORD #530 DETAIL
First Name : Peggy
Last Name : Emmet
Business Name :
Address : 5100 Dorset Avenue
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PDEMMET@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O'Malley
        MTA Planning Direcytor Diane Ratcliff
        County Executive Isiah Leggett,
        Chairman Royce Hanson
        Council President Mike Knapp

I am seriously in opposition to a Purple Line on the Capoital Crescent
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring.
Another method regardless of cost needs to be planned and executed.  I
now live in Chevy Chase, not on the part of the trail to be effected, but
closer to Bethesa Row.  As retired seniors, my husband and I walk the
trail to the heart of Bethesda and we are trumatized by the ill effects of
the trolley line ending at Bethesda Row and the possibility of the stack
up of trolleys there in the off hours into the Bethesda Row area.

In addition, I drive thru downtown Silver Spring in the late afternoons
negotiating EW Highway East, Colesville Rd North, Wayne Avenue East
and West, Spring Street and Second Avenue areas at least twice a week
to transport grandchildren from school to activites, to piano lessons, to
Brookeville Rd to gymnasstics classes, up Colesville Rd to piano
lessons,  Adding the way too many trolley stops you have indicated on
the various maps in Silver Spring will slow down the supposed quicker
access for those traveling from the East side of Silver Spring, and make
the intersections on Wayne and Georgia, Wayne and Sligo Creek Pkwy,
Wayne and Colesville, Wayne and Spring St, Connnecticut and Trail, etc
an absolute nightmare.  It is so very bad NOW, those crossings will only
make the traffic in those areas FAR FAR WORSE......

Add those disruptions to the  slowing down the traffic flow from
Colesbille to 16th worse, and in reverse, I think you are leaning too
much toward the testimony of many developers in disguise at the
hearings, whose goal is to elevate their investments in the real estate
located in those areas, where they expect to develop highrises and
commercial corridors around the many stops.,

I grew up in Silver Spring near Colesville Rd and Dale Drive and Wayne
Ave, 3 of my daughters still live in that area, I negotiate all those roads
repeatedly each week, as do my children and grandchildren, just the
drive from
Flower Ave thru Silver Spring is a struggle and many of us who take
those routes would not take the purple line, as we are transporting
children and grandchildren to spots of the beaten track, not accessible to
purple line. routes,  Many domestic workers are taking those routes by
auto, but would not change to purple line, as they leave one place and
go to another only by CAR.

What is really needed is a new Metro line from East to West to tie into
Bethesda Medical Center and then south to downtown Bethesda, let this
proposed Purple line lapso and WAIT for a better financial time to initiate
an underground Purple Line to cross those same areas, the office
workers and full time workers would take those routes, the trolley line
won';t be successful enough to warrant the cost.

In addition, Governor O'Malley has just purchased many many acres of
land in various counties to keep as parkland, why would the state of
Maryland waste our tax dollars on destroying and up-routing the many
trees along the trail when so many of the taxpayers get the quiet and
enjoyment of walking and riding the trail.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



Peggy Emmet
5100 Dorset Avenue #403
Chevy Chase, Md 20815



 - RECORD #942 DETAIL
First Name : Carolyn
Last Name : Englar
Business Name :
Address :
City : Olney
State : MD
Zip Code : 20832
Email Address : cenglar@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I think the purple line would be a great way for Montgomery County to

reduce our carbon footprint. And it would make commuting much easier
for county residents.



 - RECORD #830 DETAIL
First Name : cliff
Last Name : enz
Business Name :
Address : 712 schindler dr
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20903
Email Address : nanotheater@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Please keep the Silver Spring Purple line, above ground and soon



 - RECORD #842 DETAIL
First Name : donald
Last Name : epps
Business Name :
Address : 1110 fidler lane
City : silver spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : donaldepps20@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : i think this is a very great idea and will cut back on traffic and gas. it will

help me get to work 1 hour & 30 minutes early. it will bring more money
to the county and strenthen the economy.



 - RECORD #905 DETAIL
First Name : Helen C.
Last Name : Epps, PH. D.
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : HCEPPS@JUNO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I am a user of the Capital Crescent Trail, riding my bicycle and

occasionally walking sections of it on the weekends. I am a sometime
ride leader for the Potomac Pedalers Touring Club and a more regular
hike leader for the Sierra Club Potomac Region Outings Club. Like many
others, I particularly revel in the beauty that can be found there, so close
to the metropolitan attractions. It can be a  place of solitude, where one
can commune with nature, appreciate the river, the seasons and the
wildlife.

If the Purple Line is built along the Trail, the mature trees will be
removed. The train or busses will pass Trail users only 10 feet away.
There would be much more congestion both on the Trail and around it,
making it a far less desirable venue for recreation and commuting.

The green spaces in the DC Metropolitan area are a part of what makes
it so desirable a place to live. SELF magazine recently recognized
Bethesda as the #1 city in the USA for women to live, and the Crescent
Trail was part of this determination. Please find a way to locate what I
will acknowledge is much needed public transit elsewhere and preserve
this lovely corridor.

Sincerely,

Helen C. Epps, Ph.D.



 - RECORD #684 DETAIL
First Name : Helene P. & Leonard G.
Last Name : Epstein
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LENNY33@VERIZONMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews:

My family and I are avid trail users.  We depend on the trail for
recreation, excercise and stress-reduction in a ever more stressful world.
we also use the trail as a traffic-free entrance to the Bethesda restaurant
and shopping area.  Since we live adjacent to the trail and see the
beautiful trees from our windows, we value the effect of shared
landscape that the trail currently offers.

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to
trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Helene P. Epstein & Leonard G. Epstein



 - RECORD #2656 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Epstein
Business Name :
Address : 4 Barclay Ave.
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : JEPSTEIN@EFOCAPITALMGMT.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

As a developer of and advocate for mixed-use, pedestrian
friendly development, I am a strong supporter of public
transportation such as the Purple Line.

Not only does this kind of public transportation reduce
automobile traffic, it will greatly improve travel time across
this part of Maryland while protecting our air and water
resources. Fundamental to encouraging people to leave their cars
at home is to have easily accessible and attractive
transportation alternatives. The Purple Line will deliver just
that, especially for those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region.

The Purple Line will also greatly enhance the ability of
communities to achieve their revitalization goals. I would be
hard pressed to find a single developer or community that does
not appreciate the power and potential that public
transportation brings for redevelopment close to those
facilities.

The development pattern throughout the region that has been
spurred in and around many of the Metro system's stations is a
powerful example to the rest of the country that it is possible
to create vital and liveable communities where great public
transportation options are available. Building the Purple Line
is a must. No, I'd go even further: it's a no-brainer.



 - RECORD #2710 DETAIL
First Name : Yanka
Last Name : Epstein
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : YANKAEPSTEIN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #739 DETAIL
First Name : Jared
Last Name : Erwin
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JARED.ERWIN@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To me it seems obvious that we should add the purple line.

I have previously lived in both Salt Lake City and Minneapolis when
each city was considering a light rail.  Both cities ended up putting  in the
line, and in both cases ridership was over double the estimates.

Public transport usage is at all time high across the country, continuing
to rise even with falling gas prices.

It is an investment in a communities future.

It is a positive impact for the environment and help reduce global
warming.

Why would we not do this?

Thank you,

Jared Erwin
Gaithersburg, MD



 - RECORD #2846 DETAIL
First Name : Rosa
Last Name : Esquerre
Business Name :
Address : 4108 Edgevale Ct.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ROSAESQUERRE@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, and Council President Andrews

This email is to request that you save our Capital Crescent Trail. My
home is adjacent to the trail and for years its has been used by my
family especially my grandchild. The green space has brought us not
only a wonderful place, but also an irreplaceable natural area enjoyed by
people in our communicty and beyond. Building a light rail along the trail
would indeed destroy this precious area, and would not only impact this
generation, but also many generations to come.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers--of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities--use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1837 DETAIL
First Name : James
Last Name : Esterson
Business Name : Mediachase (my employer)
Address : 9501 Old Georgetown road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : james.esterson@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : On my route to work every day, I take 3 different routes of mass transit.

I first take the J2 to the Red Line(medical center), then transfer to the
Orange Line(metro center), where I end up in L'Enfant for work.  I feel
like I know the metro system very well.  At my previous job in downtown
Bethesda (I still took the J2 to work), frequently the buses on the J2
route between Bethesda and Silver spring were full.  To this day, that
bus line has been of the highest occupancy I have seen of any buses in
the DC metro area.  I would like to come out in support of expanding the
Metro Line system generally speaking, and specifically I support the
construction of the purple line between Bethesda and New Carrollton by
way of Silver Spring.  I would be in support of an increased sales(or
other) tax for this purpose, as this project would be for a greater good.
Thank you for your time.



 - RECORD #337 DETAIL
First Name : Sharon J.
Last Name : Evans
Business Name : Cohen Milstein Sellers& Toll PLLC
Address : 1100 New York Avenue, N.W.
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20005
Email Address : SEvans@cohenmilstein.com
Submission Content/Notes : I support a light rail Purple Line.

 Sharon J. Evans
Legal Secretary
d:  202.408.3756

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC
1100 New York Avenue, N.W.
Suite 500 West
Washington, DC 20005
t:  202. 408.4600
f:  202.408.4699
www.cohenmilstein.com



 - RECORD #254 DETAIL
First Name : William
Last Name : Ewing
Business Name :
Address : 2117 Darcy Green Place
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : wjewing@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I believe that light rail is the only solution that adequately addresses our

needs - the bus alternative would serve fewer people, would take longer
to traverse the distance, and - in the long run - cease to have any utility
at all compared the longevity demonstrated by light rail both here and in
other cities around the world.



 - RECORD #3023 DETAIL
First Name : Amarachi
Last Name : Ezichi
Business Name :
Address : 7804 Royal Fern Court
City : Clinton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20735
Email Address : amarachi_ezichi505@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : I want to know all the aspects of the purple from start to finish.  Please,

keep me posted on the details.



 - RECORD #3290 DETAIL
First Name : Amarachi
Last Name : Ezichi
Business Name :
Address : 7804 Royal Fern Court
City : Clinton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20735
Email Address : amarachi_ezichi505@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : We know it's gonna be a light rail but which transit agency will own the

purle line?

Washington Metro or MTA Maryland Transit ?

And is it true that MTA Maryland Transit will own the purple line ?



 - RECORD #3081 DETAIL
First Name : Elizabeth
Last Name : Ezzelle
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : elelove@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Ezzelle 35282.pdf (103 kb)







 - RECORD #718 DETAIL
First Name : Tom
Last Name : F
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TOPAF04@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I think building the purple line would be redundant because Metro and

existing bus routes provide the same service. With a huge budget deficit,
I think it would be unconscionable for Gov. O'Malley to use public funds
on this project. Building the purple line would also have an adverse
impact on the environment. Save the taxpayers' some money and forget
this misguided idea.



 - RECORD #1353 DETAIL
First Name : Patrick
Last Name : Fagan
Business Name :
Address : 8801 Kensington Parkway
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : My name is Patrick Fagan, P-A-T-R-I-C-K, Patrick, Fagan, F-A-G-A-N.
For 17 years I have been the owner of a house that abuts the junction of
Connecticut Avenue and Jones Bridge Road and Kensington Parkway
and therefore have a certain expertise on the Connecticut Avenue traffic.
And a real vested interest in the smoothest flow of both north-south and
east-west traffic.

The rapid bus service would narrow the commuter lanes on Jones
Bridge Road and thus extending the back up during rush hours. It would
add to the bottleneck of the junction of Connecticut Avenue unless a
pass-over or underpass be constructed, with its intended ramps,
massive costs and total dislocation of the immediate neighborhood,
none of which are in your plans because I know they were rejected there
earlier.

Should the Jones Bridge Road lanes be widened enough to
accommodate the rapid bus service and the future traffic flow, then our
local primary school will be seriously affected and the land may even be
revoked, thus disrupting not only our physical but our social community.

On top of that, a rapid bus service is totally incompatible with the school
crossings of young children, a pattern that's held for generations of
attendees of North Chevy Chase Elementary School.

Purple Line has the best impact on our locality, all things considered,
and results in much lower noise and no exhaust. The rapid bus system
would add both noise and local exhaust pollution. Property values will
increase for quite some distance around the Purple Line, adding to state
and county income, while the rapid bus system will reduce relatively the
property values and reduce the income for both state and county.

The true cost, by the way, of comparison for both these systems is cost
per passenger mile over the next 30 or 50 years. To get some idea of
the difference between the two systems, I'd like to, well anybody could
consider should you propose today that the Red Line that's in existence
even at no cost be changed for a rapid bus system, who would want
that? It would be ludicrous.

So, over all, the Purple Line is the best for the common good of all
locally. Even for the residents of the Town of Chevy Chase and definitely
for the residents of North Chevy Chase and those north of east-west
highway. For the children and parents of North Chevy Chase Elementary
School. For the values of properties affected. For the impact of exhaust
and noise on local residents.

For the long-term desirability of light rail over rapid transit for commuters,
drivers and residents. For the impact on the tax basis of the county and
the state. And last, but not least, for the economic good of communities
out as far as Prince George's County.

Something a bit removed from our normal considerations in this part of
the city but now confronting us with the decision to help or to hinder
them in their development.

All these, I suggest, indicate that the light rail is the positive future, while
rapid bus will be a continuing and increasing negative hassle for
residents, their political representatives, commuters, and our
neighboring county. I trust you will do the obvious. Thank you.



 - RECORD #2046 DETAIL
First Name : Mary
Last Name : Fahler Hogwood
Business Name :
Address : 1 Ingleside Ct.
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address : MARY@PPIR.BIZ
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent Trail is Bethesda’s link to DC.  I personally enjoy
biking into Georgetown via this trail.  During my rides, I see countless
others who utilize this trail to run, walk, bike, rollerblade, etc.  I see
parents taking their children for exercise.  I see animal lovers walking
and socializing their dogs.  To use this HIGHLY utilized trail for the
purple line would be a GREAT misuse of power.  You guys are smart,
figure out another place to put it.  We were here first.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3135 DETAIL
First Name : Amanda
Last Name : Fahler
Business Name :
Address : 14418 Parkvale Rd, #3
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address : amanda.fahler@gmail .corn
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Fahler 35593.pdf (109 kb)







 - RECORD #127 DETAIL
First Name : Joseph
Last Name : Fainberg
Business Name :
Address : 4000 Virgilia St
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : fainberg@jhu.edu
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support light rail as the transportation mode. It is fast, quiet

and environmental friendly.
I believe the rapid bus option will delay travel and add to congestion and
I do not support this option.
I believe the light rail will support the Univ. of Md in its education and
cultural services to the community and will be used by a wide variety of
MD residents.



 - RECORD #160 DETAIL
First Name : Joseph
Last Name : Fainberg
Business Name :
Address : 4000 Virgilia St.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : fainberg@ieee.org
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the light rail Purple Line. I believe this will be well-used

because it is fast, quiet and does not add traffic and smog to over
crowded roads.

It will be a great incentive to encourage people and students to use
public transportation in this region, particularly to and from the Univ. of
MD. It will provide a large degree of safety to the Crescent Trail which is
greatly under utilized during week days.

At this time when new money may become available to support US
infrastructure, it will provide good jobs and add value to real estate
throughout the region.

Joseph Fainberg
4000 Virgilia St.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2887 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Falk
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ASFALK@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I have been a long time resident of the Bethesda/ NW Washington area,
and have come to see the Capital Cresent trail as part of the
neighborhood I love.  From taking bike trips with my father when I was a
youth, to commuting to Georgetown or further north in Montogomery
County, the Capital Cresent has been a fundamental part of staying
active and athletic, and exploring my community in a safe and fun way.

The Capital Cresent trail has offered me many unique opportunities, and
I wish for all those same opportunities to be available to others, whether
growing up or growing old.



 - RECORD #1017 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20781
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Mr. Madden,

As a former student of Stone Ridge School in Bethesda and a resident
of Hyattsville in Prince George's County, I support the Purple Line for
two major reasons. The Purple Line will make transportation more
convenient and reliable for students traveling to and from school, work,
their friends' homes, and entertainment centers.  Taking the metro home
on the red and green lines, through downtown Washington, would take
over an hour.

Also, this proposition will be good for the environment because it will
help lessen the effects of global warming by taking cars off the roads,
preserving our planet for future generations.
Please consider the positive future impacts of the Purple Line when
making this decision.

Sincerely,
Alyson Faller



 - RECORD #1111 DETAIL
First Name : Erica
Last Name : Faller
Business Name :
Address : 3932 Madison Street
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20781
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I would have loved to have the purple line while I was still in high school.

Commuting everyday from Hyattsville to Bethesda, I would have to go
into the city and back out again.  It is time to improve DCs public
transportation; it is really a shame to have so few lines in such an
important city.  The purple line will service mostly the suburbs, but it
promotes healthy growth everywhere.  In addition, it will help clear up
the beltway and reduce pollution.  It is a long time investment, but is
worth it!



 - RECORD #61 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : Farasy
Business Name : Terra Verde Communities, LLC
Address : 3044 Brownstone Court
City : Burtonsville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20866
Email Address : tomttc@msn.com
Submission Content/Notes : Interested in receiving updates on the Purple Line



 - RECORD #1832 DETAIL
First Name : Amanda
Last Name : Farber
Business Name :
Address : 4603 Cheltenham Dr.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : AMANDAFARBER@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Officials,

My name is Amanda Farber and I live in East Bethesda. I grew up just
down the road and now my family and I are very lucky to live in such a
great place. We appreciate all this area and Montgomery County has to
offer and we appreciate you, our hardworking public officials, who
frequently have to make pretty difficult decisions about the area!! I am
writing because my family and I use the Bethesda - Silver Spring section
of the Capital Crescent Trail frequently for walking and biking and I am
urging you to consider other options besides using this route for the
Purple Line. I understand the need for improved transit - but the trail, its
trees and its contribution to the quality of life in this area is truely
irreplaceable!!! I cannot imagine using the trail without the old growth
trees beside it and a train running past. I simply would not feel safe and
it would not be enjoyable. I also travel on Wisconsin Avenue almost daily
and see the major conjestion that occurs around NIH, which will only get
much worse with BRAC. Thus, I urge you to consider routes and modes
of transportation that would better serve the NIH area also. With all that
is at stake, and with all that could be lost, I thank you tremendously for
your consideration of these concerns.



 - RECORD #1745 DETAIL
First Name : Carol
Last Name : Farthing
Business Name :
Address : 406 Dale Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : CAROLF@SLI.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : I have lived at 406 Dale Drive for 10 years, and I am strongly in favor of

an underground route for the Purple Line under Wayne Avenue.  I
attended a number of meetings to solicit the views of the community and
was frustrated that the tunnel was not being considered and MTA
seemed to have made up their minds in favor of an above ground route.
I understand that recently it was determined that the tunnel under
Wayne from Cedar to Mansfield is feasible and cost effective.  The
tunnel under Wayne will make all the difference between a Purple Line
that respects and unites the community versus a Purple Line that is
fragmenting both literally and figuratively.



 - RECORD #1419 DETAIL
First Name : Josephine
Last Name : Farwell
Business Name :
Address : 11406 Veirs Mill Road
City : Wheaton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Farewell.Tina.pdf (18 kb)





 - RECORD #633 DETAIL
First Name : Funke
Last Name : Fasalojo
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : FFASALOJO@IMF.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Please make sure the purple line gets built. We need a light rail, not a

bus. It just makes good sense.

Thank you.

'Funke Fasalojo



 - RECORD #1595 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom It May Concern,

As a student of Montgomery County Public Schools I support the Purple
Line for two major reasons. The Purple Line will make transportation
more convenient and reliable for students traveling to and from school,
work, their friends' homes, and entertainment centers. Also, this
proposition willbe good forthe environment because it will help lessen
the effects of global warming by taking cars off the roads, preserving our
planet for future generations.
Please consider the positive future impacts of the Purple Line when
making this decision.

Sincerely,
Erica Fatal



 - RECORD #891 DETAIL
First Name : Howard
Last Name : Fausold
Business Name :
Address : 10032 Renfrew Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the selection of the light rail option for the proposed

Purple Line. As a former resident of Pittsburgh, PA, I have experience
with both the dedicated bus  and light rail systems which operate there.
The bus system is fine if, and only if, it operates on its own right of way
with Grade Separated Intersections. Clearly this is not feasible for the
Purple Line. The light rail system does not create objectionable noise,
and is fast and comfortable. I am also a frequent user of the Georgetown
Branch portion of the Capital Crescent Trail. I, too, would regret the loss
of tree cover along a rail-with-trail. However, I can certainly tolerate what
I consider relatively minor disruption to the trail experience to gain a
needed and significant transit improvement. Don't listen to the NIMBYs!



 - RECORD #1251 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Fay
Business Name :
Address : 12505 Kuhl
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : My name is John Fay, J-O-H- N, F-A-Y. I have supported what has

become the purple line since I moved to Montgomery County about 20
years ago. I was with the Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trail when
we worked to get the county to purchase the Georgetown Branch right-
of-way from CSX.

I helped maintain the trail while the rails were still in place and hiked
from the Potomac to Bethesda with the late Senator Ed Muskey.

Later came the idea of a purple line from Bethesda to New Carrollton
and ultimately crossing the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

What a vision. Connecting people and jobs in a seamless route without
getting bogged down in traffic or having to go through Washington.

All this while reducing air and water pollution. And it should be light rail.

I grew up a block from a trolley line in Roanoke, Virginia. Behind me on
the trolley line lived the owner of the one of the city's most successful
businesses.

In the next block on the trolley line lived the president of the Norfolk and
Western Railroad. The only problem that I remember was that you
couldn't hear it coming.

We kids would put our ear on the track to detect some sound or
vibration. No luck.

One of the trolley lines crossed the base of Mill Mountain toward the
best section of town. For a couple of blocks it went down an alley
between rows of houses. I never heard of any complaints or anyone
being hurt and it made for a great trip.

Far from being a bad time to invest in light rail, now is the perfect time. It
is the type of project needed to get industry going and to put people
back to work as part of the nation's recovery program in the Obama
administration.

I emphasize that this would be a long term investment, not an expense.
We still have the products of Franklin Roosevelt's WPA and C.C.C.
programs from 70 years ago. Bridges, roads, parks, dams and stadiums
around the country.

Let's do it now. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1759 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Fay
Business Name :
Address : 12505 Kuhl Road
City : Wheaton
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address : JHFAY@VERIZON.NET



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Ms. Ratcliff:

Please support the medium light rail (LRT) alternative for the Purple Line
from Bethesda to New Carrolton, including the Georgetown Branch from
Bethesda to Silver Spring.  This will finally provide effective public
transportation from east to west in the lower part of Montgomery County
and provide further connections to Prince George’s County, connecting
people with jobs in the major hubs of Bethesda, Silver Spring and the
University of Maryland.

The LRT Purple Line will foster transit oriented development particularly
in areas that have lagged behind much of western Montgomery County
and thus provide people in these areas with a bit of economic justice.

The environmental and energy impact will be substantial compared to
existing motor vehicle and bus use.  LRT provides a much more efficient
use of energy than internal combustion-powered vehicles.  While most
electricity is still produced by burning coal, the future holds promise that
renewable, non-polluting sources will provide the greatest part.

I am dubious of MTA operating cost figures.  Baltimore’s experience,
upon which MTA bases many of its calculations, is an unreliable source.
We should look instead to other modern systems in use in Denver,
Portland, etc.  LRT vehicles last many years longer than buses.  What
did MTA estimate?  Buses are smaller; therefore, more are required to
move the same number of people and more drivers are needed.

For years, opponents of proposed LRT systems here and elsewhere
have doubted estimates of use; however, in almost every case there
were many more riders than earlier estimated, Charlotte being the most
recent example.  Not so with buses.  The Purple Line will provide a
necessary part of a transportation system that must be shifted from
personal auto use to public transportation, biking and walking.
Congestion will be reduced when people realize that they don’t have to
rely on personal motor vehicles.

As much as possible of the line should be on the surface in its own right
of way on a narrow green road bed.  This encourages ridership and
makes stations easier to provide.  MTA should not emulate state and
local highway builders that maximize the destruction of trees and other
property in their path.  Sufficient oversight must be maintained such that
every sub-contractor knows what the rules are.  It can be done right.
After all, this is not a brand new idea.



 - RECORD #502 DETAIL
First Name : Jon and Nina
Last Name : Faye
Business Name :
Address :
City : Hyattsville
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : NS_FAYE@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : My spouse and I adamantly oppose the Silver Spring to Prince Georges

County end of the proposed Purple Line as a waste of money,
duplication of transit, environmental destruction, and disruption of settled
neighborhoods.  We live in Hyattsville and I have commuted at various
times over the years to Silver Spring.  The Green Line was a vast
improvement over the F4 bus and serves the entire area very well.
Improve bus service on University Blvd. if that is a problem.  What has
been needed for decades is a connection between downtown Silver
Spring and Bethesda/Rockville.  I cannot even imagine the mess that a
light rail line would make of Wayne Ave. and the area certainly does not
need more uncontrolled, high-density development.  The development
around the Prince Georges Metro Station has been a disaster for the
community, with a serious deterioration in quality of life, safety (vehicle
and foot traffic design stupidity), and increased congestion of traffic in
the entire surrounding area, which needed traffic relief, not more of the
same.  We can only surmise that the PG Purple Line is being driven by
developers, like so many other negative things.  As to buses in our area,
we see a multitude driving around empty or almost empty every day.
The Green Line fully services this area; we do not need or want the
Purple.  Sincerely, Jon and Nina Faye, Hyattsville



 - RECORD #1828 DETAIL
First Name : Annalisa
Last Name : Fedelino
Business Name :
Address : 4624 Langdrum Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : AFEDELINO@IMF.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,
Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed
by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with
small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes
in training, and daily commuters. We jhave also been using it extensively
with our kids, who love to bike along it.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2958 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Feehan
Business Name :
Address : 1626 White Oak Vista Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Feehan_David.pdf (32 kb)





 - RECORD #1549 DETAIL
First Name : Rita
Last Name : Feinberg
Business Name :
Address : 604 Greenbrier Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : RITACF@COMCAST.NET



Submission Content/Notes : TO:  Diane Ratliff

Director of Planning

Maryland Transit Administration

FROM:  Rita Feinberg

            604 Greenbrier Drive

            Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Ratliff:

I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public’s review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I am in favor of a Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit,
through my community of Silver Spring if it is tunneled under downtown
Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne Avenue from Cedar Street to
Mansfield Road through the adjacent neighborhood so as to avoid
significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the downtown, and the
community of a surface route that will otherwise likely be the slowest,
most inefficient, and traffic-jamming segment of the system.  There is
MTA data since the release of its Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement suggesting that it is feasible to design
a system with tunneling for this segment as to be cost effective for
federal funding approval and to improve the ridership, travel time, and
user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4 billion, which is
considerably lower than the “high-investment” light rail alternative that
MTA has assessed and the $5.2 billion Dulles Silver Line Metro project
that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved for federal
funding.  Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse impacts of
a surface route for this segment – impacts that testimonies and written
comments of others in the community have explained are not assessed
in the AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in meetings
with community representatives.  And it will make for a Purple Line that
enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the nearby
community.  In addition, I am opposed to an unnecessary station at
Wayne and Dale.

I am in agreement with the detailed written comments submitted by
Seven Oaks – Evanswood Citizens Association on December 11, 2008.

      Following are additional points of information regarding this matter:

o        Long trains crossing Georgia Avenue, entering the intersection of
Wayne and Fenton diagonally as a fifth stream of traffic, and passing the
entrance to the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot – on the
average of every three minutes from one direction or the other during



three-hour peak periods and at speeds of no more than 5 to 15 miles per
hour – will create even worse traffic conditions in downtown Silver
Spring than exist today and threaten the vitality of the recently revived
downtown.

o        Neither a surface route through downtown Silver Spring nor a
station at Fenton Street at the new Silver Spring Library is necessary for
development downtown.  Substantial and highly successful development
so far in most sectors of the downtown over the last eight years has
been very successful with the Silver Spring Transit Center/Metro Station
only a 5-to-10-minute slow or moderate walk from all parts of the Silver
Spring CBD.  There will be a Purple Line station at the Silver Spring
Transit Center, and there will no point in any yet undeveloped portion of
the CBD that is more than a 5-to-10-minute walk from the Silver Spring
Transit Center.  The planned Fenton Street/Library station is only a 4-
block, 6-minute walk to the Silver Spring Transit Center.  Moreover, the
downtown will not be an attractive place for shoppers and visitors if the
streets become more clogged due to an extremely slow moving train
across major streets.

o        The surface route that MTA has proposed on Wayne Avenue will
bisect the community and will run on what will be the only essentially
residential road in the entire 16 miles of the project.

o        A surface route on Wayne Avenue will result in widening of nearly
two-thirds of the just more than one mile of Wayne on which the Purple
Line will run from Fenton Street to the other side of Sligo Creek
Parkway.  The land for the widening will come mainly from homeowners’
front yards both within and outside of the right of way.  This widening,
primarily for long left turn lanes at signaled intersections on Wayne, will
increase the traffic capacity on Wayne and the traffic volume will grow to
fill it.  There will be more cars on Wayne with a surface Purple Line on
Wayne than without it.  Previously, the County had approved plans to
effectively narrow Wayne Avenue by replacing a lane with what was to
be the Green Trail bike path.

o        The surface route will result in the closing of the Wayne Avenue
entrance to the large parking lot for Silver Spring International Middle
School and Sligo Creek Elementary School, with traffic being rerouted
onto Dale Drive and neighborhood side streets behind the school.

o        Traffic congestion will worsen with the interaction of the Purple
Line with traffic to and from the Whole Foods shopping center parking lot
and the Wayne Avenue Garage.

o        There is no demonstrated need for a station at Dale Drive.  MTA’s
projected daily station boardings figure for a station at Dale defies field
observation and common sense and is more than the number of homes,
almost all of which are single-family, within half a mile of Dale.  The
County’s data shows that there are only 4 boardings in the morning peak
hour for the Ride On #15 bus at Dale (and very few at nearby stops) and
145 at the Sligo Creek stop alone, where most the boardings are from
high-density residential dwellings that are nearer to the next planned
Purple Line station to the east (Manchester Place) than to the Dale Drive
station.  Moreover, recently released data from MTA suggests that with
tunneling and no station at Dale, ridership for the entire Purple actually
increases significantly.  In addition, there will be greatly increased noise
in the community as a result of the braking of trains, amplified
announcements, and clanging of bells or beeping as trains near the
station.

o        MTA’s traffic analysis is flawed in a number of major ways.  Not



the least of these, the analysis is based in part on an assumption that
cars can travel at 45 miles per hour on Wayne, although the speed limit
on Wayne is 30 mph, and at various times near schools, 25 mph.

Thank you,

Rita Feinberg



 - RECORD #3066 DETAIL
First Name : Debbie
Last Name : Feinstein
Business Name :
Address : 6129 Durbin Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817-6106
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Feinstein 35266.pdf (175 kb)







 - RECORD #1036 DETAIL
First Name : Debra and Howard
Last Name : Feldman
Business Name :
Address : 4505 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : DEBBIE_FELDMAN@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.  It is
irreplaceable.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees
Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10’  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions
Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Debra and Howard Feldman
4505 Elm Street
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815



 - RECORD #1916 DETAIL
First Name : Gregory
Last Name : Feldman
Business Name :
Address : 5805 Highland Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : GFELDMAN@MERLIN-INTL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I live ¼ mile from the Crescent Trail and myself, my wife and children
use the trail daily for exercise—biking and running.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2870 DETAIL
First Name : Harry
Last Name : Feldman
Business Name :
Address : 7112 Edgevale Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : 3SUNS5@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I am 11 years old.  I am really scared to walk on East West highway.
Some children were killed near where I would have to walk.  It is not
safe.Please no rail behind my house



 - RECORD #2883 DETAIL
First Name : Luke
Last Name : Feldman
Business Name :
Address : 7112 Edgevale Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : 3SUNS5@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I am a 10th grader at BCC  and I oppose the light rail cutting off the
Edgevale Street and Edgevale Court  access to the trail (my house
would back to the tracks) and being able to walk safely to school through
East Bethesda.  School starts at 7:20am and with activities after school,
if the rail was built, me and the other students here would need to walk
on the highway during rush hour; much of the year it is completely dark
then, making it more scarey  and dangerous.  I implore you to see for
yourself just how dangerous it is to walk on the East West highway
especially during rush hour.  A year ago some BCC students were killed
exactly in the section of road I would have no alternative but to walk on
to get to school.  I am also really scared for my little brother who has
ADHD who would have the same walk as me.

This is a unique, horrible problem of the rail in this segment.  As a
student studying government, I can only say that I hope you were
unaware of the very dangerous ramification of putting the light rail
behind Edgevale's 21 homes and cutting off our access to the trail and
safe neighborhood streets of East Bethesda.  Please think through how
this would put the men, women and children who live here, on a daily
basis, in true physical - mortal - harms way. I know you will be surprised
by what I have said and feel confident you will do everything to keep
about 100 people safe. There are safer plans, cheaper plans.



 - RECORD #2867 DETAIL
First Name : Paul
Last Name : Feldman
Business Name :
Address : 7112 Edgevale Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : 3SUNS5@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Gentlemen and Ladies,

I am writing to highlight a serious and dangerous problem for my
neighborhood with the light rail system considered along the Crescent
Trail. I do not think this concern as been considered and hope you will
give it your thorough attention.

Edgevale Street and Edgevale Court form a cul-de-sac of 21 homes off
East-West Highway between the golf course and Sleaford Rd.  There is
only one road in.  When there is snow, it is plowed onto the highway
sidewalks, making walking impossible.  When there is an accident, light
failure, or other emergency, this segment of the highway becomes
blocked, making driving impossible.  If access to the trail is eliminated, in
the snow and emergencies, all residents of Edgevale's 21 homes would
become prisoners, trapped in our own homes (or unable to get home.)
This would happen several times a year.

Even more importantly, on a daily basis, residents would be forced to
make our way on foot along the East-West Highway.  Between Edgevale
and the high school the highway is a hilly, winding road.  It is very
dangerous and scarey to walk along this unprotected highway sidewalk
with cars zipping along it's curves literally inches from you.  Please
especially consider the children who would have to walk there; the
possibility of accident or being hit by a car dramatically increases for
children.  Please also consider the dangers for women, such as my
female family members, who would have no options but to walk alone
along a highway.  The reality is that there was a horrible fatal accident
just a year or so ago in this section - please see the cross memorials at
the spot.  This is not an acceptable plan.

A light rail cutting off our access to safe passage across the trail is a
cruelty to the families of Edgevale, one which could require us to endure
forever a disproportionately dangerous and distressing daily
transportation reality. There are other alternatives without such dramatic
consequences and at least one at a lower cost.  Please do not shoulder
us with a system that we do not have the money to spend.  Thank you
for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2894 DETAIL
First Name : Phil
Last Name : Feldman
Business Name :
Address : 7112 Edgevale Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : 3SUNS5@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Hello,

I am writing to oppose the light rail proposed on the Cresent Trail. I do
not think that you, the deciders of the Purple Line, know the ramifications
of the light rail on my unique community and why other options should
be considered.  Please hear me out.

I am a 19 year old college student who lives on Edgevale St. off the
East-West highway between the Columbia golf course and Sleaford.
We have a mixed community of almost 100 people, which includes
elderly people (the oldest almost 100 and several battling cancer and
Alzheimers,) working people, students, and babies (the newest arriving
this past July.)  We are mostly born here, but count a Palestinian and
Israeli as good neighbors.   We are a slice of middle class America in
this simple 1949/50's ranch neighborhood.

My home backs onto the south side of the proposed rail, which means
our Edgevale yards would be sealed off from the current Trail by a solid
4' tall sound barrier wall with no points of egress. We all count on access
to the trail to walk safely across the trail and to East Bethesda for our
daily activities.  Without this access we have only one other option,
which is to walk on the East-West highway.  Come see for yourself just
how dangerous it is to walk on this segment of the East West highway.
A year ago some people were killed exactly in the section of road all 21
families of Edgevale Street and Court would have no alternative but to
walk on to get to Bethesda and the Bethesda Metro. At this segment, it
is a cramped, winding highway, with a skinny sidewalk for pedestrians.
I am afraid for my mom to have to walk alone along the highway, risking
everything to go to the library or bring home a loaf of bread.

Putting a rail here is a real disaster for our small but vibrant community
of almost 100 people. Forcing so many people who live here to walk, on
a daily basis, on a highway is a nightmare. There are safer plans,
cheaper plans.



 - RECORD #2970 DETAIL
First Name : Steven
Last Name : Feldman
Business Name :
Address : 4805 Crescent Street
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. The state should move

ahead quickly.
Attachments : Feldman_Steven.pdf (29 kb)





 - RECORD #1555 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Felling
Business Name :
Address : 5113 Wilson Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : mrbill@alum.mit.edu
Submission Content/Notes : I urge you to approve the light rail alternative for the inner purple line.  I

believe light rail will serve the transit needs of the county much better
than a bus alternative.  If you're serious about mass transit, go rail.



 - RECORD #66 DETAIL
First Name : Carletta
Last Name : Fellows
Business Name :
Address : 4501 Harwich Terrace
City : Upper Marlboro
State : MD
Zip Code : 20772
Email Address : cfellows4501@verizon.net
Submission Content/Notes : I would like to receive information about the status and progress of the

Purple Line



 - RECORD #2134 DETAIL
First Name : Anne-Marie
Last Name : Fendrick
Business Name :
Address : 4306 Sleaford Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Comment Form. A-M.Fendrick.pdf (950 kb)





 - RECORD #2128 DETAIL
First Name : Lila
Last Name : Fendrick
Business Name :
Address : 3518 Bradley Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Fendrick Lila.pdf (120 kb)







 - RECORD #733 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Fenimore
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JOHN.UNDERPROTEST@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I support the metro light rail system for the proposed purple line

extension and would like to make it known as such. Thank you.

--
John Fenimore

2.725 K left to go...



 - RECORD #2663 DETAIL
First Name : Piers
Last Name : Fennell
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : PIERSAF@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Please do not destroy all of those trees along the cresent trail to build a

light rail.  It would make much more sense to build the line further out
and closer to the beltway.

Why would you destroy hundreds of trees and a vital community
resource to build a light rail along the cresent trail when one could be
build without the loss of trees and without the loss of an important
community assets (cresent bike and hike trail) when the light rail could
connect silver spring to medical center metro stops?  It doesn't make
sense.  Please construct the light rail between medical center and silver
spring.



 - RECORD #507 DETAIL
First Name : Jared
Last Name : Fernandez
Business Name :
Address : 6121 Centreville Hall
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20742
Email Address : jmgf17@yahoo.com
Submission Content/Notes : The greater DC area would benefit so much more with the construction

of a metro line for the purple line as opposed to a bus route.  I've heard
that there is some opposition among those in the western region of
southern Maryland, but we should look past the affluent voices and look
at all the people it would truly help in the area.



 - RECORD #968 DETAIL
First Name : Samuel
Last Name : Fernandez-Turton
Business Name :
Address : 2305 Warren Ct
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : SAMUELFTI@YAHOO.ES
Submission Content/Notes : Dear

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Samuel Fernandez-Turton
2305 Warren Ct.
Silver Spring, 20910, MD



 - RECORD #955 DETAIL
First Name : Ingrid
Last Name : Fernando
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : IFERNAN2@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10'  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ingrid Fernando
Bethesda, MD



 - RECORD #1951 DETAIL
First Name : Ingrid
Last Name : Fernando
Business Name :
Address : 10508 Montrose Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : IFERNAN2@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2697 DETAIL
First Name : Gentry
Last Name : Ferrell
Business Name :
Address :
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : GCFERRELL@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As a resident of Maryland I wish to express my support for the Purple

Line.  Public transport is vital to a healthy economy, clearer roads,
reduced traffic, and improved air quality.



 - RECORD #1580 DETAIL
First Name : Randi
Last Name : Field
Business Name :
Address : 9307 Long Branch Parkway
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : scribers@erols.com
Submission Content/Notes : I fully support the light rail purple line as an environmentally responsible

traffic solution.



 - RECORD #1884 DETAIL
First Name : Muni
Last Name : Figueres
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : MUFIGUE@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

[Describe how you use the Capital Crescent Trail with friends and family
and/or why it’s important to you, your community and the environment,
etc.]

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3377 DETAIL
First Name : Michael
Last Name : Figueroa
Business Name :
Address : 2010 Hanover Street
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : duneshack@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : A better route would be for the Purple line to run north from the

Bethesda station, parallel to the Red Line, then following 495 east to
connect with the MARC corridor, which would bring the Purple Line
directly to the Silver Spring Transit Center.  This route would have the
benefit of using existing transit corridors while preserving valuable urban
parkland along the Georgetown Branch Trail.  There could be a Purple
Line stop at the Naval Medical Center which would serve thousands of
employees there.



 - RECORD #3348 DETAIL
First Name : Ross
Last Name : Filice
Business Name :
Address : 3714 Chesapeake St. NW
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address : rwfilice@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hi -

I think it would be great if the Purple Line also had a branch to the FDA
in White Oak which isn't too far north of the proposed line.

thanks much,
Ross Filice



 - RECORD #3364 DETAIL
First Name :
Last Name :
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State :
Zip Code : 20016
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Hi - I'm wondering if there is any way the purple line could be extended

(or spurred) up New Hampshire Ave to the FDA.  It seems like that
would add a lot of ridership.

thanks,
Ross Filice



 - RECORD #2560 DETAIL
First Name : Andrew
Last Name : Finley
Business Name :
Address : 7810 Stable Way
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : DREW.FINLEY@EY.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To -  Maryland State and Montgomery County Government Officials

Re - Purple Line Alternatives

To Whom It May Concern -

I am writing to express my views regarding the Purple Line currently
under consideration.  As a Montgomery County resident, I have followed
the multitude of articles, discussions and debate around the various
alternatives.  While I support the concept of a Purple Line, I do not
support the current light rail line currently being proposed through the
Silver Spring-Bethesda area.  The "light rail" approach does not draw the
right balance between the various competing interests when viewed in
light of the other alternatives (e.g., environmental impact, costs,
ridership).  Specifically, the destruction of the Capital Crescent Trail, and
other treed areas in the Silver Spring-Bethesda corridor is too high a
price to pay.  Add in the significant costs over other alternatives, and this
just isn't the right solution for Montgomery County.  I believe of the
current alternatives I've seen discussed, the rapid bus line is the
preferred approach.  Its costs are significantly less, and it doesn't have
the severe environmental impact of a "light rail" line.  Frankly, in these
challenging times, I don't see how our government leaders justify
pursuing the most expensive option, when there are options that are less
then half the cost and yield the majority of the benefit.

I also think it may be worth further examining the alternative discussed
several years back for a heavy rail line that connects the metro station
between Silver Spring and Bethesda.  I don't know the costs or other
impacts of this approach, so I don't have a view as to whether it is a
better approach.  I do think it is worthwhile to evaluate the option.  I think
our government should fully examine all relevant alternatives to
determine the best approach before it commits to over a billion dollars of
taxpayer money.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #3092 DETAIL
First Name : Amy
Last Name : Finnegan
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : shantiyoga2@earthlink.net
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Finnegan 35353.pdf (166 kb)









 - RECORD #1853 DETAIL
First Name : Natasha
Last Name : Finnegan
Business Name :
Address : 10903 Orleans Way
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : nefinnegan87@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line is terrible!  It will take away one of the few trails available

to us!  Don't do it!  Think of the trees!



 - RECORD #2766 DETAIL
First Name : Natasha
Last Name : Finnegan
Business Name :
Address : 10903 Orleans Way
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : NEFINNEGAN87@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Hi,

  I am always for more public transportation. In fact, I have emailed all of
you in regards to as such.  I am writing again because, while I believe in
public transportation, it is for the benefit of nature and the greenspace in
our world.  Where I live in Montgomery is mostly crammed suburbia,
every green space I grew up with having met its end for symphony halls
and large extravagant houses.  I plead with you now to save a small
running trail that is on its way to becoming a light rail, i.e. the purple line.
This is not the answer.  We need this running trail, we already have
methods of transportation available.  Instead of building a costly light rail
system, why don't we just add more buses?  It would save nature a little,
and the CCT trail is one of the few in my area; please don't take it away
and give us more poisonous air.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2498 DETAIL
First Name : Yvonne
Last Name : Finnegan
Business Name :
Address : 10903 Orleans Way
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : YFINNEGAN@AOL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County
Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews

Honored elected officials and others:

The project of building a light rail on the Capital Crescent Trail between
Silver Spring and Bethesda is ill-conceived and utterly depressing to me
and to all the trail users that I know.

It is ill-conceived because it will fail in the long term to solve the
problems it is supposed to address, i.e., high-speed transportation
between Silver Spring and Bethesda. Let the so-called experts and
developers who stand to profit from this throw their numbers and their
vague expectations at you, but don't let the dollar signs in their eyes
dazzle you; the truth is that the only viable option in the long term is
building a peripheral underground Metro line linking the inner suburbs;
another line linking the outer suburbs will be necessary too, eventually.
This is what we will need in 2050; why not plan it now?

The so-called Purple Line as it is envisaged, i.e., a light rail on top of the
trail, is not a seamless option. It is a cheapskate option. I am not sure
what the demand is for travel between Silver Spring and Bethesda, but I
do not see why it can't be addressed, until an underground Metro line is
built, by putting more buses on the roads. There are already plenty of
roads. There are already plenty of bus lines. There are precious few
trails.

For the record, I am a big fan of public transportation. For years I lived
without a car, and I take Metro or buses or I walk whenever feasible. But
this particular project is not acceptable. It is a patch-up quick fix that will
no doubt put money in some people's pockets in the short term but
deprive the rest of us of something invaluable for the very very long
term.

Here are my personal reasons for being utterly depressed by the
prospect. I am a runner, and I bike and I walk. Exercise and the
rejuvenating effects of the outdoors are very important to me. I use the
trail all the time. It is an important link in the 20-mile loop that distance
runners use, going from Bethesda down to Georgetown, back up Rock
Creek Park and joining the Georgetown Branch portion of the CCT back
to Bethesda. It is quiet and beautiful, lined with very tall, mature trees,
edged with shrubbery. Dear officials and decision-makers, please come
run on the trail with me for those three and a half miles--or just walk--and
you will understand why sticking a light rail here is unconscionable. For
those of you who think it's just a plot by some rich people to save a
country club, think again. I am not a country club person. I run or I walk
because I can afford to do those activities. I wish you could see what I
see on my runs. I see a very old gentleman who takes his walk daily,
slowly progressing with his walker; he always smiles. I see families with
very small children riding their bikes--the dangers here are few, the
families can relax. I see people walking their dogs. I see people running,
people power-walking, people talking, sitting on benches. I see birds and
squirrels and the occasional tortoise. But there is so much more that I
don't see: the oxygen that the trees provide; the lower temperatures that
the foliage provides in the summer; the animals that keep a low profile.
Is all this to be sacrificed because some people want to get from here to
there faster and our Nation's Capital can't put together an intelligent
transportation system?



This is such an urbanized, congested, noisy area. We must preserve the
small enclaves of nature that still exist. Once they are gone, they are
gone. We are the wardens of our own backyards. And you may call me a
Nimby, I will be proud of it. Who else will cry out for this little patch of
land? People in Ohio?  And if it disappears, where will I go to run or
walk? Will I get into my car and drive to Pennsylvania? Up 270 to get to
less congested areas? Down in Virginia where there are plenty of trails?
Can't Montgomery County see the value in respecting its own land?

I am counting on your wisdom to make values-based decisions and not
to give in to myopic views of potential short-term profit. Please think
about what values you prefer to operate under, and save this vital piece
of green space for people to enjoy.

Thank you for your attention.



 - RECORD #737 DETAIL
First Name : Ken
Last Name : Firestone
Business Name :
Address : 226 Park Ave
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : kenf01@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : The purple line should be light rail. Over the long term this will be the

least costly, and serve the most people.

And, it shoiuld run on Wayne ave. after leaving the Silver Spring Metro
Station.



 - RECORD #2207 DETAIL
First Name : Anna
Last Name : Fishbein
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : AFISH_97@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : hello my name is anna and i really would love you to save the trail! i

might just be 11 years old but i know the thousands of people use this
trail for bicking and walking and it would be a shame if we destroyed
that. im sure you could make the purple line some where else but we
just cant move this trail it is perfect where it is. i hope that you can
change your mind and please decide to save the trail!



 - RECORD #695 DETAIL
First Name : Larry
Last Name : Fisher
Business Name :
Address : 4009 East-West Hwy
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : LRFISHER98@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor  O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

 I strongly object to the plans to destroy the Capital Crescent Trail as
currently configured. Making the Trail a major commuting route with
mass transit vehicles will certainly destroy the County's benefits of the
Trail to all. My children (3) and I have loved having an open,
multipurpose natual Trail where we have biked and hiked for many
years.  Don't destroy the Trail and turn it into a mass commuting route!

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and no w is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to
trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Larry Fisher
4009 East-West Hwy.
Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #2621 DETAIL
First Name : Lawrence R.
Last Name : Fisher
Business Name :
Address : 4009 East West Hwy.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : LRFISHER98@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I and my family of three children use the Trail extensively and I don't
think that it makes any sense to destroy this terrific recreational facility.
Frankly, it would be more sensible to route any transportation line to the
NIH and the developing Naval Bethesda Medical center. This where the
new jobs will be and where the Purple line should terminate. Why make
downtown Bethesda even more crowded, especially when the new job
grow with be to the North?

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- and my family and I
see all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent
Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the
elderly, parents20pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small
children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in
training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit to the North
with the development of the new Medical Center and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park” -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2662 DETAIL
First Name : Shalomf
Last Name : Fisher
Business Name :
Address : 118 White Birch Court
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : SHAL_FISHER@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.



 - RECORD #3231 DETAIL
First Name : Samuel
Last Name : Fishman
Business Name :
Address : 482 Montgomery Lane, #402
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Fishman_Samuel.pdf (38 kb)





 - RECORD #1409 DETAIL
First Name : Heidi
Last Name : Fishpaw
Business Name :
Address : 10508 Amherst Avenue
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20902
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Traveling a very short

distance to Bethesda or Rockville is much too time consuming on public
transportation: metrorail and buses!

Attachments : Comment Cards. David Newman.pdf (65 kb)





 - RECORD #2361 DETAIL
First Name : John H.
Last Name : FitzGerald
Business Name :
Address : 3803 Raymond Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JOHN@FITZPROP.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To whom it may concern:

  I am writing as a  resident of Chevy Chase, Maryland about the
proposed construction of the Purple Line. In the ten years I have lived
within 5 blocks on the trail, I have used this resource almost once a
week. I frequently jog and bicycle on the trail between the village of
Chevy Chase and down and through downtown Bethesda. Due to its
gentle slope and linear design, the trail is very safe and lends itself to
these activities exceedingly well. My two sons, six and eight years old,
both learned to ride a bike on the trail and we make trips to the Bethesda
via the trail often.
This is a very popular recreation area that will be sorely missed if it is
eliminated.

I am also concerned about the natural habitat that would be lost during
and after the railway construction. There is an abundance of wildlife that
live in this area adjacent to the trail that would struggle to find areas to
live, feed, and procreate. This includes hawks, song birds, deer, and
varieties of squirrel, field mice, and rabbits that I see have seen often.

I find it hard to believe that it is the intention of Montgomery County to
remove recreation space and natural habitat for wildlife from the limited
space of the suburban area of Bethesda and Chevy Chase.

While one could argue that there is there is limited need to help reduce
cross county traffic, I do think this project would truly relieve congestion
for all of the county. I understand that the proposed light rail line would
cross Connecticut Avenue on grade and it would necessary to stop
traffic at regular intervals to allow the trains to proceed. This area is
currently a bottleneck of traffic and this would exasperate a traffic
problem that is already bad and getting worse as Kensington, Silver
Spring, and Wheaton continue to grow in population and density. One
should also keep in mind that Connecticut Avenue is a major arterial
road from the Capital Beltway to downtown Washington DC and I
believe stopping traffic frequently during rush hour would be a serious
mistake.

I argue that the loss of this valuable resource is far greater than the
benefits the citizens would receive from this very expensive project. At
this difficult economic time, I think it is inprudent that Montgomery
County would commit the limited tax dollars that we have to such a
project. The questionable gains to relieve traffic from the this rail line, I
do not believe warrant the strain this would place on the treasury of our
county and state.

I respectfully request that the Council vote in opposition to the proposed
Purple Line. Our trail is irreplaceable and I believe other options to relive
congestion such increased bus service would be much less expensive
and they would not destroy our limited recreation space and natural
habitat.



 - RECORD #850 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Fitzgerald
Business Name :
Address : 4750 Chevy Chase Dr
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support the light rail option for the purple line.  It will would be

much more efficient, effective and more heavily utilized.  This should be
viewed as an investment not a cost, and yes as a Montgomery County
resident I would be willing to pay higher taxes to ensure the light rail is
properly funded.  Cutting corners with mass transit minimizes the extent
that people will use it.  The light rail cars will be able to move more
passengers in less time and have less interaction with existing traffic,
which if I am not mistaken is the goal of mass transit. Thank you for your
time.



 - RECORD #2497 DETAIL
First Name : Peter J.
Last Name : FitzGerald, Jr.
Business Name : FitzGerald Properties
Address : 1447-G1 Dolley Madison Blvd.
City : McLean
State : VA
Zip Code : 22101
Email Address : CHIP@FITZPROP.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir / Madame,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1229 DETAIL
First Name : Karen
Last Name : Fitzgerald
Business Name :
Address : 710 Wayne Avenue
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : Karen Fitzgerald, K-A-R-E-N, F-I-T-Z-G-E-R-A-L-D. I live on 710 Wayne
Avenue to the east of the edge of downtown Silver Spring. I 'm also the
Chair of the Seven Oaks Evans Wood Citizens Association Task Force
on the purple line, and for the past year have been on the Montgomery
County Planning Board's purple line functional master plan advisory
group.

I have been following MTA's planning of the purple line very closely as
well as the progress of the recently released AADEIS. All of this informs
my speaking to you today about what a street level - Wayne and through
the downtown actually means for those of us who live there.

Wayne is first and foremost a residential street where my husband and I
are raising our two young sons. Along Wayne between Fenton Street
and Sligo Creek Parkway there are 60 single family homes, two
churches, three schools and an assisted living facility with 155 residents.

Putting a surface route on Wayne literally and figuratively divides in two
our thriving neighborhood, one that has been essential to the revival of
the downtown that is adjacent to it.

I know I speak for many of my neighbors along Wayne. I am submitting
with this testimony a petition signed by many residents on Wayne
Avenue, including more than 80 percent of the homes there objecting to
the street level purple line along Wayne and asking the state to tunnel
the purple line through the downtown and our residential neighborhood.

MTA has planned to widen 2/3 of one mile on Wayne on which a service
route would run for long left-turn lanes and a station at Dale Drive. So
much widening would - both in and out of the right-of-way will be taken
from my front yard and those of many of my neighbors.

Curbs would be backed up on to shrinking lawns nearer to front doors.
Moreover, the long left turn lanes at several intersections at MTA will
add to ensure smoother running of the train will actually increase traffic
capacity and therefore the number of cars on Wayne.

One place after another on Wayne there will be problems caused by the
street level purple line. Many of these were identified by MTA over the
last year, however virtually none of them are mentioned much less
assessed in the AADEIS.

Just one example. MTA says it will need to close the Wayne Avenue
access to the large parking lot of the Sligo Creek Elementary and Silver
Spring International Middle Schools, schools that serve more than 1,000
families at Wayne and Dale Drive due to widening of Wayne and to put a
station in.

As a result, traffic for the schools will be rerouted onto Dale and the
neighborhood side streets behind the school. MTA has not notified the
administrators and the PTAs of the two schools or the neighborhood
along Dale or behind the schools of this proposed change.

Therefore, those most affected have not had the opportunity to give
feedback. Moreover, this impact is not mentioned anywhere in MTA's
report, and that also means that there is no analysis of the traffic impact
on Dale and neighborhood side street.

I love my neighborhood and I look forward to using the purple line, light
rail or bus rapid transit, but one which is tunneled under my
neighborhood and the downtown next to me. Thank you.



 - RECORD #1102 DETAIL
First Name : Karen
Last Name : FitzGerald
Business Name :
Address : 710 Wayne Avenue
City : Silver  Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : KEFITZGERALD@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY:

Karen FitzGerald, 710 Wayne Avenue, Silver Spring MD   20910

Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

Dear Ms. Ratliff,

 I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I live at 710 Wayne Avenue, to the east of the edge of downtown Silver
Spring.  I am the Chair of the Seven Oaks –  Evanswood Citizens
Association's Task Force on the Purple Line and a member for the last
year of the Montgomery County Planning Board's Purple Line Functional
Master Plan Advisory Group.

I have been closely following MTA's planning of the Purple Line and the
progress of the recently released Alternatives Analysis and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.  All this informs my thoughts on what a
street-level route on Wayne and through the downtown actually means
for those of us who live there.

I support the Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit, but only if
it is tunneled under downtown Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne
Avenue from Cedar Street to Mansfield Road through the adjacent
neighborhood so as to avoid significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the
downtown, and the community of a surface route that will otherwise
likely be the slowest and most inefficient segment of the system.  Since
the release of the AA/DEIS, there is data from MTA suggesting that it is
feasible to design a system with tunneling for this segment that will be
cost effective for federal funding approval and to improve the ridership,
travel time, and user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4
billion, which is considerably lower than the "high-investment" light rail
alternative that MTA has assessed and the $5.2 billion Dulles Silver Line
Metro project that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved
for federal funding.  Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse
impacts of a surface route for this segment – impacts that testimonies
and written comments of others in the community have explained are not
assessed in the AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in
meetings with community representatives.  And it will make for a Purple
Line that enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the
nearby community.

Wayne Avenue is first and foremost a residential street, where my
husband and I are raising our two young sons.  Along Wayne, between
Fenton Street and Sligo Creek Parkway, about eight-tenths of a mile,
there are 60 single-family houses, two churches, three schools, and an
assisted living facility of 155 residents.  Putting a surface route on



Wayne literally and figuratively divides in two our thriving neighborhood,
one that has been essential to the revival of the downtown that is
adjacent to it.

I know I speak for many of my neighbors along Wayne.  When I testified
at the MTA hearing on November 22nd at Montgomery College, I
submitted a petition, signed by many residents on Wayne Avenue –
including more than 80 percent of the homes on Wayne -- objecting to a
street-level Purple Line along Wayne, and asking the State to tunnel the
Purple Line through the downtown and our residential neighborhood.

MTA has planned to widen two-thirds of the one mile on Wayne on
which a surface route would run,  for long left-turn lanes and a station at
Dale Drive.  So much widening –– and some of it to 70 feet, the width of
Colesville Road – will mean land, both in and out of the right of way, will
be taken from my front yard and those of many of my neighbors.  Curbs
will be backed up onto shrinking lawns nearer to front doors.  Moreover,
the long left turn lanes at several intersections that MTA will add to
ensure smoother running of the train will actually increase traffic capacity
and therefore the number of cars on Wayne.

One place after another on Wayne Avenue, there will be problems
caused by a street-level Purple Line.  Many of these were identified by
MTA over the last year.  However, virtually none of these are mentioned,
much less assessed, in the Alternatives Analysis and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.  Just one example:  MTA says it will
need to close the Wayne Avenue access to the large parking lot of the
Sligo Creek Elementary and Silver Spring International Middle schools –
schools that serve more than 1,000 families -- at Wayne and Dale Drive
due to the widening of Wayne at that point to put in a station.  As a
result, traffic for the schools will be rerouted onto Dale and the
neighborhood side streets behind the school.  MTA has not notified the
administrators and PTA's of the two schools or the neighborhood along
Dale and behind the schools of this proposed change.  Therefore, those
most affected have not had the opportunity to give feedback.  Moreover,
this impact is not mentioned anywhere in MTA's report, and that also
means that there is no analysis of the traffic impact on Dale and
neighborhood side streets.

Throughout this planning process, I have been appalled at the lack of
honesty on the part of MTA in discussing with members of this
community the many real and concrete ways that a street-level Purple
Line will harm this neighborhood.   For more than a year, MTA told us
that they couldn't possibly include a tunnel, because doing so would ruin
the all-important cost-effectiveness numbers for  FTA.  Then, MTA told
us they "studied" a tunnel, but wouldn't release the numbers, saying that
they had "talked to people" and were convinced that a tunnel wouldn't
work.  Now that there are numbers that show that not only does a tunnel
not harm cost-effectiveness, but that it also improves ridership and travel
time savings-- two additional important factors that FTA looks at -- we're
seeing a new set of arguments for why there should not be a tunnel
through downtown Silver Spring and under Wayne Avenue, and these
new arguments seem to have nothing to do with transit and everything to
do with development.  In fact, when Secretary of Transportation John



Porcari spoke at the Brookings Institution in early December, he
emphasized the potential for the Purple Line to spur development, over
anything to do with transportation.

After closely following the planning the Purple Line for three years, I still
cannot confidently answer the question:  What is the purpose of the
Purple Line?

Sincerely,

Karen FitzGerald

710 Wayne Avenue

Silver Spring, MD   20910



 - RECORD #1525 DETAIL
First Name : Karen
Last Name : FitzGerald
Business Name :
Address : 710 Wayne Avenue
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : KEFITZGERALD@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : WRITTEN COMMENTS ON PURPLE LINE AA/DEIS SUBMITTED BY:
Karen FitzGerald, 710 Wayne Avenue, Silver Spring MD   20910

Diane Ratliff
Director of Planning
Maryland Transit Administration

Dear Ms. Ratliff,
 I am submitting these written comments to be included in the complete
record for the public's review of the Purple Line AA/DEIS.

I live at 710 Wayne Avenue, to the east of the edge of downtown Silver
Spring.  I am the Chair of the Seven Oaks –  Evanswood Citizens
Association's Task Force on the Purple Line and a member for the last
year of the Montgomery County Planning Board's Purple Line Functional
Master Plan Advisory Group.

I have been closely following MTA's planning of the Purple Line and the
progress of the recently released Alternatives Analysis and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.  All this informs my thoughts on what a
street-level route on Wayne and through the downtown actually means
for those of us who live there.

I support the Purple Line, whether light rail or bus rapid transit, but only if
it is tunneled under downtown Silver Spring and a half mile of Wayne
Avenue from Cedar Street to Mansfield Road through the adjacent
neighborhood so as to avoid significantly adverse impacts on traffic, the
downtown, and the community of a surface route that will otherwise
likely be the slowest and most inefficient segment of the system.  Since
the release of the AA/DEIS, there is data from MTA suggesting that it is
feasible to design a system with tunneling for this segment that will be
cost effective for federal funding approval and to improve the ridership,
travel time, and user benefit hours – at a cost of approximately $1.4
billion, which is considerably lower than the "high-investment" light rail
alternative that MTA has assessed and the $5.2 billion Dulles Silver Line
Metro project that the Federal Transit Administration recently approved
for federal funding.  Moreover, a tunnel will eliminate the many adverse
impacts of a surface route for this segment – impacts that testimonies
and written comments of others in the community have explained are not
assessed in the AA/DEIS, even those previously mentioned by MTA in
meetings with community representatives.  And it will make for a Purple
Line that enhances the entire line, downtown Silver Spring, and the
nearby community.

Wayne Avenue is first and foremost a residential street, where my
husband and I are raising our two young sons.  Along Wayne, between
Fenton Street and Sligo Creek Parkway, about eight-tenths of a mile,
there are 60 single-family houses, two churches, three schools, and an
assisted living facility of 155 residents.  Putting a surface route on
Wayne literally and figuratively divides in two our thriving neighborhood,
one that has been essential to the revival of the downtown that is
adjacent to it.

I know I speak for many of my neighbors along Wayne.  When I testified
at the MTA hearing on November 22nd at Montgomery College, I
submitted a petition, signed by many residents on Wayne Avenue –
including more than 80 percent of the homes on Wayne -- objecting to a
street-level Purple Line along Wayne, and asking the State to tunnel the
Purple Line through the downtown and our residential neighborhood.

MTA has planned to widen two-thirds of the one mile on Wayne on
which a surface route would run,  for long left-turn lanes and a station at



Dale Drive.  So much widening –– and some of it to 70 feet, the width of
Colesville Road – will mean land, both in and out of the right of way, will
be taken from my front yard and those of many of my neighbors.  Curbs
will be backed up onto shrinking lawns nearer to front doors.  Moreover,
the long left turn lanes at several intersections that MTA will add to
ensure smoother running of the train will actually increase traffic capacity
and therefore the number of cars on Wayne.

One place after another on Wayne Avenue, there will be problems
caused by a street-level Purple Line.  Many of these were identified by
MTA over the last year.  However, virtually none of these are mentioned,
much less assessed, in the Alternatives Analysis and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement.  Just one example:  MTA says it will
need to close the Wayne Avenue access to the large parking lot of the
Sligo Creek Elementary and Silver Spring International Middle schools –
schools that serve more than 1,000 families -- at Wayne and Dale Drive
due to the widening of Wayne at that point to put in a station.  As a
result, traffic for the schools will be rerouted onto Dale and the
neighborhood side streets behind the school.  MTA has not notified the
administrators and PTA's of the two schools or the neighborhood along
Dale and behind the schools of this proposed change.  Therefore, those
most affected have not had the opportunity to give feedback.  Moreover,
this impact is not mentioned anywhere in MTA's report, and that also
means that there is no analysis of the traffic impact on Dale and
neighborhood side streets.

Throughout this planning process, I have been appalled at the lack of
honesty on the part of MTA in discussing with members of this
community the many real and concrete ways that a street-level Purple
Line will harm this neighborhood.   For more than a year, MTA told us
that they couldn't possibly include a tunnel, because doing so would ruin
the all-important cost-effectiveness numbers for  FTA.  Then, MTA told
us they "studied" a tunnel, but wouldn't release the numbers, saying that
they had "talked to people" and were convinced that a tunnel wouldn't
work.  Now that there are numbers that show that not only does a tunnel
not harm cost-effectiveness, but that it also improves ridership and travel
time savings-- two additional important factors that FTA looks at -- we're
seeing a new set of arguments for why there should not be a tunnel
through downtown Silver Spring and under Wayne Avenue, and these
new arguments seem to have nothing to do with transit and everything to
do with development.  In fact, when Secretary of Transportation John
Porcari spoke at the Brookings Institution in early December, he
emphasized the potential for the Purple Line to spur development, over
anything to do with transportation.

After closely following the planning the Purple Line for three years, I still
cannot confidently answer the question:  What is the purpose of the
Purple Line?

Sincerely,

Karen FitzGerald
710 Wayne Avenue
Silver Spring, MD   20910



 - RECORD #1381 DETAIL
First Name : Judith
Last Name : Flaherty
Business Name :
Address : 9712 Corkran
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Juliette May.pdf (71 kb)





 - RECORD #3256 DETAIL
First Name : Eli & Lucy
Last Name : Flam
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : ELILU@JUNO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : As residents of Greenbelt with family and friends in Bethesda-Chevy

Chase, my wife and I strongly support creation of the Purple Line as an
environmentally-sound link between Montgomery and Prince George's
counties.

Eli & Lucy Flam



 - RECORD #2507 DETAIL
First Name : Thomas
Last Name : Flammia
Business Name :
Address : 604 Cloverfield Pl
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20910
Email Address : TOMEBOY@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I don't understand why you can not just build the Purple Line in the

middle of the Beltway.  Elevate the track, or make it a monorail.  Instead,
you want to destroy The Capital Crescent Trail, and make a mess of
Wayne Avenue in Silver Spring.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

My wife and I enjoy biking on it from March through November.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2637 DETAIL
First Name : Mike
Last Name : Flanigan
Business Name :
Address : 4218 Leland Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : NAGINALFJM@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews,

The Capital Crescent trail is too valuable a regional resource to replace
with a very expensive rail line of questionable value.  In a region where
green space is already declining at a steady pace, the Capital Crescent
Trail provides a narrow strip of green that people can enjoy.  It is already
in use as a means of transport for thousands of bikers, hikers, and
walkers.

There are more viable, less expensive alternatives to the plan to tear up
thousands of beautiful trees and replace them pavement and rail.  I
expect you to be good stewards of our tax dollars during these
challenging economic times, not spending them on a flawed light-rail line
that will benefit too few riders and will enrich developers who plan to
destroy even more green space along the trail.

I use the trail frequently, and will be extremely disappointed if it is
effectively destroyed.  Having a little parkland that is available for getting
around the area means a lot to me.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1315 DETAIL
First Name : Daniel
Last Name : Flatow
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Daniel Flatow. First name is D-A-N-I-E-L, last name is F-L-A-T-O-W.

Okay. 8201 (inaudible) Street, Apartment (inaudible) Silver Spring
20910.

So I just want to say that I am anxious for something to be built and
working because I find given a choice that a train or a rail or every rail,
light rail, whatever, is more reliable than bus service.

Therefore, when I am near a station of such a train service and only
trains ride away from home base or where I have to go, I feel, you know,
less lost, less, you know, away, you know, more at home than if I have
to take a bus to get there.

You know, sometimes I feel so tempted, you know, you know, going
from downtown Silver Spring to downtown Bethesda it is much more
direct to take a bus. You might even say faster. But the thing is
sometimes I take the rails anyway simply because well, I just feel they
are more reliable and also sometimes the weather of course you need to
do it.

So I just hope that something can be built as soon as possible and
operational as soon as possible. In particular for me the Bethesda to
Silver Spring part of it would be most useful.

It would, compared to the Metro rail, it would be more direct than having
to go all the way to downtown Washington. Okay.



 - RECORD #1534 DETAIL
First Name : ROBERT
Last Name : FLESHNER
Business Name :
Address : 7025 ENDICOTT COURT
City : BETHESDA
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : BOB@XTENDFITNESS.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Please see the letter sent to Governor O'Malley that I've cut and pasted
below.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this issue.

Sincerely,

Bob Fleshner

ROBERT FLESHNER
7025 ENDICOTT COURT
BETHESDA, MD 20817
301-229-9523

The Honorable Martin O'Malley
State House
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re:  Comment on Purple Line DEIS-No Transit on the Trail

Dear Governor O'Malley:

I use the Capital Crescent Trail (CCT) on a regular basis both personally
and professionally.  As a long time runner and cyclist, I use the trail for
recreation.  When I worked in downtown DC from 2001-2005, I
commuted via
bicycle on the CCT.  Now that I am a race director and personal trainer, I
take clients running and walking on the trail on a very consistent basis.

When I use the CCT, I see MD residents of all ages, races and physical
ability using it.  We all share a love for the trail's tranquility and
beauty.  If the Purple Line is built on the CCT all of the mature trees will
be permanently destroyed.  You can believe all you want that trains and
recreational users can share the CCT, but it's simply not true.  Should
the
State determine that it is going to be build the Purple Line because it is
necessary to ease congestion, you must understand that the trade off is
that
you will destroying one of the State's great treasures.  Co-existence is
simply not possible.

Please consider what is best for us and for future generations.  We need
to
preserve the rare open space that we have.  Building the Purple Line will
not be a step in the right direction as far as the livability of this area
is concerned.

Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Robert Fleshner



 - RECORD #3040 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Fleshner
Business Name :
Address : 7025 Endicott Court
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Fleshner 35214.pdf (100 kb)







 - RECORD #1719 DETAIL
First Name : John
Last Name : Floyd II
Business Name : Royal Blue Ltd.
Address : 805 5th Street
City : Laurel
State : MD
Zip Code : 20707
Email Address : royalbluelimited@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : Hello Mr Madden. We've been waiting a very long time for this project to

proceed and it mustn't be delayed any longer nor should it be watered
down into what's referred to as "Bus Rapid Transit". When B&O
Railroad's Georgetown Branch was rail-banked over a quarter-century
ago, it was understood that the line's right-of-way would be preserved for
future transit use. Please do not cave in to the Chevy Chase "NIMBY"
interests! Build the Purple Line as a proper light rail service along its
original route as intended. The longer this vitally-needed transport line is
put off, the higher the cost and greater the traffic congestion. Please,
build the Purple Line NOW! Thank you kindly, Captain John Floyd II,
Royal Blue Ltd.



 - RECORD #449 DETAIL
First Name : Mark
Last Name : Fluggs
Business Name :
Address : 4416 Rosedale Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : MARKFLUGGE@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Climate Change Consultant Mark Flugge
Climate Change Consultant
4416 Rosedale Ave
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #1877 DETAIL
First Name : Chris
Last Name : Flynn
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : CHRIS.FLYNN@AM.JLL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

For the past 10 years I have used the Capital Crescent Trail between
Chevy Chase and Bethesda on a daily basis, either daily exercise,
teaching my children to ride a bike, or go to Bethesda to shop, eat or see
a movie.  The proposed purple line changing this trail would make it
more dangerous for any of these uses.  Leave the trail alone and use the
outer purple line.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Chris Flynn



 - RECORD #2495 DETAIL
First Name : Francis
Last Name : Flynn
Business Name :
Address : 3217 Coquelin Terrace
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : FRANK@GPTHREE.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

Myself and my family use the Capital Crescent Trail several times a
week. Almost daily my wife and myself use the trail to exercise and to
walk our dogs. We also use it instead of driving to run errands to the
grocery store, bank, and Starbucks that are located along Connecticut
Avenue. Often we will use it to walk or bike to Bethesda and beyond.
Our son uses it to get to and from BCC High School activities and to visit
friends that live toward Silver
Spring. This trail is a beautiful asset to our community. The beautiful
trees and views through the park are one of a kind. My favorite is from
the
trestle that crosses over Rock Creek.

I grew up along the trail and my family has lived here since 1961. We
moved back into my childhood home 10 years ago because our home
backs up to Rock Creek Park and all of the lovely trees and wildlife. All
of this will be lost if the Purple Line is built along this route. Traffic and
congestion will increase in our already busy area. I for one will stop
using the trail if I have to walk by trains. This will also increase risk to our
children who play in these areas and have to cross these tracks daily. I
will
consider moving out of the area since we will have lost all of the reasons
we moved back.

Please consider other alternatives to this present alignment.



 - RECORD #1730 DETAIL
First Name : Gregory E.
Last Name : Flynn
Business Name : One Metro Square
Address : 51 Monroe Place
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address : GREGF@METRODCTITLE.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

My family and I (my wife and I have 3 boys ages 3.5, 2 and 1) moved to
Kerry Road about a year and a half ago.  A large part of that move was
based on the Capital Crescent Trail because where we moved from we
could walk to nearly everything and did not have to schlep our kids into
cars to get a bite to eat.  We use the Capital Crescent Trail in the same
way.  We use it to walk to Bethesda at least once per week and more in
the spring, summer and fall.  In addition, I run on the trail and would hate
to see it taken away for transportation purposes.  I have lived in
Montgomery County all my life and do see the need for expansion of
roads/metro systems such as when the red line came in as well as the
inter-county connector (We used to live in Gaithersburg and are familiar
with this issue as well.)  I attended the University of Maryland and was
there when the Metro came to College Park.  In each of those instances,
the need for metro/road development seemed to be a necessity.  Here,
there must be an alternative to building a light rail system in place of the
trail.  How about trying a bus line first and then, if not successful but the
demand is there, go to plan B, instead of going all in on the first shot.
Seems like there are less intrusive and less costly mechanisms to solve
the perceived problem you are trying to address.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2600 DETAIL
First Name : Patrick and Jessica
Last Name : Flynn
Business Name :
Address : 8042 Glendale Road
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : flynn14@gmail.com



Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- Preserve Our Greenspace

Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Three years ago my wife and I purchased a house 1/2 mile from the
Capital Crescent Trail where it intersects with Connecticut Avenue.  We
did this for many reasons but specifically so we could spend our spare
time using the the Trail (I was a user of the trail coming to Bethesda from
Downtown previously).  Since then we have added one daughter and
are expecting a son in March.  We find ourselves on the Trail  a
minimum of 4 days per week, even in the Winter time!  Our visits are
spent walking the dog, running with the jogging stroller, biking and
generally "moseying" down to Bethesda and taking in the fresh air.  Not
infrequently we will feed our daughter snacks or lunch along the path.  I
write this to paint a picture of some of the real people who are using the
Trail who do not want to see it effected by the Purple Line.

The Purple Line will destroy all of the tranquility, beauty, silence and true
purpose of the Trail.  If all of the trees are removed for a train line they
will never be brought back...all of the peace, serenity and joy the trail
offers will be gone forever.  Could you honestly expect people to pack up
their families and get on the trail to play, walk, jog, and stroll alongside
trains?  Can you just see the image of little boys and girls walking up to
a fence along the trail and watching trains speeding by?  What a sad
vision for this County and State.

My guess is many of those who are in favor of the Purple Line have
never stepped foot on it.  I invite anyone who has not spent time on the
Trail to meet my family down there on a Saturday morning (breakfast on
me!)...we can stroll into Bethesda and you will truly get the feel for what
the Trail is all about; then we can take a few minutes to sit on a bench
and imagine doing all of that with trains speeding by!  It certainly take all
of the enjoyment out of the activity that's for sure.  And the most
senseless part is that there are very good, if not superior, alternatives!

There are many transit ideas that come and go, this is one that needs to
be taken off the table forever.  Let's be smart and utilize other methods
which are less damaging to the residents, environment, users of the trail
and the local budget.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.



Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #444 DETAIL
First Name : Ariel
Last Name : Fogel
Business Name :
Address : 11111 Buckwood Lane
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Please! the purple line would really improve many people's lives and

provide an economic and green solution to the problem of commuting
from the red line to college park. In addition, it would create new job
opportunities for people in both areas



 - RECORD #1495 DETAIL
First Name : Richard
Last Name : Foltin
Business Name :
Address : 17 Scotch Mist Ct
City : Potomac
State : MD
Zip Code : 20854
Email Address : RTFANDOJF@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : MTA Dir. of Planning Diane Ratcliff

Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Richard Foltin
17 Scotch Mist Ct
Potomac, MD 20854



 - RECORD #3000 DETAIL
First Name : Jessica
Last Name : Fomalont
Business Name :
Address : 8493 Greenbelt Road, Apt T2
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770-2546
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I enthusiastically support this vision of a Purple Line:

1. A generally at-grade light rail line that is primarily on its own right of
way;

2. Excellent service linking Bethesda, Silver Spring, College Park & New
Carrollton Metro Stations with stops in Chevy Chase, Long Branch,
Langley Park, University of MD, Riverdale Park & other communities;

3. Completion of the Capital Crescent hiker-biker trail alongside the
transit line on the Georgetown Branch railroad right of way between
Bethesda & Silver Spring, and pedestrian upgrades elsewhere in Prince
George's and Montgomery Counties;

4. A community and environmentally-friendly design that mitigates
negative impacts in a cost-effective manner without impeding speedy
implementation of the project.

Attachments : Joseph, Frank_Fomalot, Jessica.pdf (73 kb)





 - RECORD #2053 DETAIL
First Name : Vinicio
Last Name : Fonseca
Business Name : Odebrecht
Address : 1701 Pennsylvania Ave, Suite 300
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20006
Email Address : VFONSECA@ODEBRECHT.COM
Submission Content/Notes : We must find another place to build the purple line. Our families would

be grateful for that.

Thanks.



 - RECORD #368 DETAIL
First Name : Yvonne
Last Name : Foong
Business Name :
Address : 11114 Orleans Way
City : Kensington
State : MD
Zip Code : 20895
Email Address : YFCYBER@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yvonne Foong
11114 Orleans way
3rd Floor
Kensington, MD 20895

3012523555



 - RECORD #185 DETAIL
First Name : Cynthia
Last Name : Forbes Cameron
Business Name :
Address : 1112 Holton Lane
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address : cmonkeydog1@hotmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I strongly support light rail for the Purple Line. If a bus line is created, I

seriously doubt I would ever ride it. I'd much rather drive my own car
than sit on a bus. Light rail will be faster, cleaner, more modern, more
attractive, and overall more appealing.



 - RECORD #2779 DETAIL
First Name : Beth
Last Name : Forbes
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : EAFORBES@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I have 3 comments on the DEIS for the Purple Line.

1)  It seems as if the MTA has skewed the user statistics for the study by
limiting the NIH/BNMC users to those employees who currently live
along the Purple Line's route.  If the Jones Bridge route is chosen,
current employees will move -- and the new employees will locate
themselves -- along the Purple Line's route.  To use the current
addresses of the employees to justify an alignment which will be used
for many decades makes it seems as if the study was designed to favor
the routes which would not provide a direct connection to the NIH/BNMC
area.

2)  Children in East Bethesda, especially those in middle school, use this
trail to travel to the Leland Recreation Center, their friends' homes, the
movie theaters, and pizza and ice cream stores without having to cross
the busy state highways.  Without the ability to cross the trail where they
need to, the children will be forced to walk along and cross state
highways.

3) The Capital Crescent Trail is a linear park used by thousands of
people every week.  People who live in the city need adequate public
transportation.  They also need parks.  We can have both a beautiful
park and adequate public transportation if the Jones Bridge Drive
alignment is chosen.



 - RECORD #836 DETAIL
First Name : Sharon
Last Name : Ford
Business Name :
Address : 5209 Ashleigh Glen Court
City : Glenn Dale
State : MD
Zip Code : 20769
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I am opposed to this project based upon the limited participation that

Prince George's County has played in this process. This process
appears to have been driven exclusively by Mont. County w/ the
exception of College Park.

I am specifially concerned about the potential impact the light rail will
have on schools along the proposed line.

Attachments : 19.pdf (904 kb)





 - RECORD #1793 DETAIL
First Name : E.M.
Last Name : Forrest
Business Name :
Address : 5115 Dudley Lane
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I live in Bethesda and I think that the Purple Line will be an asset to our

county and will help Montgomery County and Maryland be green.



 - RECORD #1908 DETAIL
First Name : Kate
Last Name : Fothergill
Business Name :
Address : 4618 Rosedale Avenue
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : KFOTHERG@JHSPH.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

I am writing to ask you to save the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and
bikers -- of all ages, races, ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed
by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with
small children, casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes
in training, and daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the
region.  In fact, we have had visitors from overseas who have noted how
impressed they are that we make such green trails a priority in the U.S.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #364 DETAIL
First Name : Phillip
Last Name : Fought
Business Name :
Address : 8201 Ellingson Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : PHILFOUGHT@RCN.COM
Submission Content/Notes : To Whom it May Concern:,

I am writing to express my support for the light rail option of the
proposed Purple Line.  As a local cyclist I am pleased that the Maryland
Transit Administration has included an improved Capital Crescent Trail
as part of the designs.

I have been cycling to work for 5 years, but from time to time I use public
transportation.  I feel improved public transport is the best option for our
environmental future.

While I am supportive of the the light rail option for the Purple Line, I ask
that the following changes be made to the draft environmental impact
statement:

1) Widen the trail to 12 feet.  Once the trail is completed it will likely see
heavy use by all types of trail users.  At 10 feet wide, the current Capital
Crescent Trail is too narrow.

2) Keep the trail in the tunnel.  The MTA should change the designs of
all light rail options to support a trail within the Bethesda Tunnel.

3) Build Two Trail Routes: Through the Tunnel AND Along Bethesda
Avenue.  In addition to the trail route through the Bethesda tunnel, trail
users also need the alternate surface route along Bethesda Avenue and
Elm Street Park to have access to local Bethesda destinations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Phillip Fought
8201 ellingson drive
3rd Floor
chevy chase, MD 20815

301-906-1213



 - RECORD #908 DETAIL
First Name : Mary
Last Name : Fowler
Business Name :
Address : 4974 Sentinel Drive
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20816
Email Address : MARYFOWLER@EARTHLINK.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor, Montgomery County Executive and Other Officials

involved in Purple Line Decision-making:

My husband and I are frequent users of the Trail for recreation--we enjoy
daily walks on the Trail, which offers a peaceful setting in the midst of
the Maryland suburbs surrounding the nations capital.  It is great having
woodlands so close at hand; walking the trail is an opportunity to de-
stress and re-invigorate.

Before the Capital Crescent Trail existed, it may have been difficult for
our planners and elected officials to foresee how popular and valuable
the Trail would become as a natural, tree-lined linear park.  The
popularity of the Trail has exceeded all expectations -- with over 10,000
weekly uses on this unpaved section of the Trail between Bethesda and
Silver Spring.

When the Master Plan was written 18 years ago, had our public officials
known then, what we know now about the environmental benefits of
preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and natural greenspace in lower
Montgomery County, and had they known the environmental costs of
putting transit in this location, they might have supported purchasing the
right of way solely for parkland -- just like the section from Bethesda to
Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Circumstances have changed.  Now is the time to re-think the Purple
Line, and now is the time to eliminate plans to put trains or buses along
the Capital Crescent Trail.  This is  a regressive transportation plan that
would result in a devastating loss to the surrounding communities and to
trail users around the region.

Please save this popular tranquil Trail, the trees, and the natural
greenspace for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mary Fowler
4974 Sentinel Drive
Bethesda, MD 20816



 - RECORD #2812 DETAIL
First Name : Pamela
Last Name : Fowler
Business Name :
Address : 7320 Meadow Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : GARDNER.PAM@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : I have lived in Chevy Chase Maryland for most of my 58 years, and

cherish its green tree canopy and community respect for green spaces. I
am appalled at the rush to clear cut trees and bring the Purple Line
within 10 feet of the Crescent Trail: what are we thinking here?

Maryland has ruined the Chesapeake Bay for generations to come by
disregarding environmental priorities. Development is spoiling much of
our state's precious woodland, farmland, and waters. Bethesda, which
was a comfortable small village when I was a child, has become a small
city, with all the drawbacks (crime, pollution, congestion) as well some of
the benefits (access to shopping, mostly) that accompany high density
urban areas.

Let us not abandon our good sense once again; Maryland needs to step
up to the challenge of the 21st century and be a leader in enlightened
development. Sacrificing the Crescent Trail and its protective zoning to
the hypothetical small advantage to some citizens in terms of
transportation speed between Silver Spring and Bethesda makes no
sense; what may partially benefit a relatively small demographic will rob
everyone of a unique resource.

There are options on the table, like the Jones Mill Road bus service,
which offer a sane and safe compromise.

Please, please consider carefully before you betray so many voters'
confidence in Maryland's legislative progressivism and the wildlife and
plant life which will go down before the construction vehicles brutalizing
our landscape.



 - RECORD #3104 DETAIL
First Name : Vincenzo
Last Name : Fragomeni
Business Name :
Address : 13808 Turnmore Road
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20906
Email Address : Vfragomeni@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Fragomeni 35370.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #2840 DETAIL
First Name : Aaron
Last Name : Frankl
Business Name :
Address : 4317 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : AFRANKL@STANFORD.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

County Executive Leggett,

Chairman Hanson,

Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and
daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the
Purple Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail
would be permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about
10’
from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike
lane -- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and
to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this
natural resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes
place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #539 DETAIL
First Name : Joe
Last Name : Frankl
Business Name :
Address : 4317 Elm Street
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JOEFF53@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,  MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,  County

Executive Isiah Leggett,  Chairman Royce Hanson, Council President
Mike Knapp,

With the increasing urbanization of lower Montgomery County and smart
growth, it would be short-sighted to destroy an irreplaceable green
corridor such as the Capital Crescent Trail for the Purple Line.  A
treeless bike lane next to a transitway is no replacement for tranquil
greenspace.  While we can put transit in another location, we cannot put
this beautiful trail anywhere else.   Think of the long term benefits for
generations to come in saving this exceptional  natural Trail that is used
by tens of thousands of walkers and bikers of all ages and abilities.
Loss of  this safe and inviting trail  will result in less exercise and fresh
air for everyone -- especially  for families, children, and the elderly.

I urge you to re-think the Purple Line.  It's time to stop putting developers
first and recognize that greenspace is a priority in lower Montgomery
County.  The public wants this, and now we need our elected officials to
put their minds to it.  We  need to consider the Jones Bridge Road
alternative, which is given short shrift in the Purple Line DEIS, and we
should consider any other alternatives that have been shoved aside with
the pre-conception that the Purple Line has to be on the Trail simply
because twenty years ago our public officials could not conceive of how
popular and valuable the Capital Crescent Trail would become.

We can have transit and save this greenspace if there is the will to do
this.  I urge you to show some visionary leadership and help us
accomplish this goal.

Sincerely,

Joe Frankl
4317 Elm Street
Chevy Chase, MD



 - RECORD #2777 DETAIL
First Name : Joseph
Last Name : Frankl
Business Name :
Address :
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : JOEFF53@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sir/Madam:

In your consideration of the Purple Line--location and mode--please
keep in mind that project manager Mike Madden testified before the
Montgomery County Council that most trips on the proposed Purple LIne
were projected to be short trips--to get to Metro stations.  Is it fiscally
responsible to spend $1.5 billion (which is undoubtedly a lowball figure)
for a light rail when an improved bus system could serve this function at
far lower cost?

Furthermore, the DEIS simply disregards the Georgetown
Branch/Capital Crescent Trail as an environmental asset to be taken into
consideration.  And, it relies on "junk engineering" by ignoring the
environmental harm caused by the generation of electricity to power the
system.  (Oh, but that's caused by burning coal in places like West
Virginia, so why should we care?)



 - RECORD #2918 DETAIL
First Name : Leah B.
Last Name : Frankl
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : LEAH.FRANKL@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #1380 DETAIL
First Name : Sandra
Last Name : Franklin
Business Name :
Address : 14 Monroe Street #202
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850-2530
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Juliette May.pdf (71 kb)





 - RECORD #2125 DETAIL
First Name : Shannon
Last Name : Franks
Business Name :
Address : 6212-D Westchester Park Drive
City : College Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20740
Email Address : shabba4000@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would be a great supportor of the construction of the Purlple line and

hope that it is build.



 - RECORD #1827 DETAIL
First Name : Bill
Last Name : Franz
Business Name :
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : B.FRANZ@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Keep the Purple Line on the current streets.

Please save this wonderful jewel!

The Georgetown Branch serves as a spot of serenity within the growing
urbanization of Bethesda.

Run transportation to the new Walter Reed Hospital!  That’s where most
riders will be going!



 - RECORD #501 DETAIL
First Name : Lee
Last Name : Frazier
Business Name :
Address : 6407 62nd Place
City : Riverdale
State : MD
Zip Code : 20737
Email Address : ISLEEFR1@VERIZON.NET
Submission Content/Notes : the peple in  collage  park  want  it.Where they live. the  collage  park

campus  do  not want it.
I live  riverdale  hills .We get to are  home  is  off  ofrt 410 or
riverdale.When  it rain cars  are  line up from  b&wparkway to rt 201 at
5mile per hr.Riverdale RD.can not any more  car.
The  state  said that  will  be no  money  till  year  1020. Wise  spen
moneynow?

my nane is.
Lee  Frazier
6407 62nd  PL.
Riverdale  md.
20737
E mail  isleefr1@verizon.net

thank  you.



 - RECORD #424 DETAIL
First Name : Brian
Last Name : Fredieu, Esq.
Business Name :
Address : 4700 Bradley Blvd.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : FREDIEU4@HOTMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA officials,

I wanted to write to you to let you know I urge you to support the
development of a "purple line" connecting the two legs of the Red Line
as well as other lines.  I live in Chevy Chase and work in Silver Spring.
Taking the Metro to work is highly inconvenient and too long a commute.
Instead I either bus or drive to work.  Adding a "purple line" would
significantly reduce traffic along East West Highway and reduce the
strain on commuters traveling North on Wisconsin Ave and Connecticut
Ave who are trying to reach 495.  This would result in less traffic, less
cars on the road, less pollution and safer commutes.  Also, it would
increase revenue to Silver Spring and Rockville as their Downtown
Areas would be more readily accessible to those who live on the outer
reaches of the Metro in Montgomery and Prince George's County.  It
would also reduce traffic in my neighborhood.  NOAA is the largest
employer in Silver Spring, provide employees an alternative, easier and
more convenient way to travel to work would be very beneficial to
thousands of people.
Thank you,
Brian Fredieu, Esq.
4700 Bradley Blvd
Chevy Chase, MD



 - RECORD #2580 DETAIL
First Name : Megan
Last Name : Freeland Raymond
Business Name :
Address : 5525 Pembroke Road
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : MEGANRAYMOND@GMAIL.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Subject: Comment on Purple Line DEIS - No Transit on the Trail

Dear Governor  O'Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

I am a resident of Bethesda who uses the Capital Crescent Trail on a
regular basis.  The trail is one of the primary reasons I chose to locate in
Bethesda rather than in Northern Virginia.  I originally "discovered"
Bethesda because of my grandmother, Caroline Freeland, after whom
the park/playground in downtown Bethesda was named.  Decades ago,
she was the chair of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission and a member of the National Capital Planning
Commission and the C&O Canal National Historical Park Commission.  I
have stayed here, in large part, because of the easy access of the trail.  I
can only imagine that she would have been as distressed as I over the
proposal to put rail transit along, perhaps, Bethesda's most valuable
gem, the Capital Crescent Trail.  I run on the trail on a regular basis.  I
have also gone inline skating on the trail and used it to bicycle to
Georgetown.  It is a welcome green space and tranquil space in an
increasingly crowded metropolitan area.  Tearing down trees and
running frequent trains along the trail would destroy the tranquility of the
trail and the enjoyment I get from its use.  I would not use a trail with a
train running frequently along it.  The trail also functions as a wonderful
destination that brings people together (e.g., running groups)- it is one of
those rare and incredibly valuable public spaces.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring.  The Trail is  enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters.  Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility, safety, and natural beauty.

And yet, the recent Purple Line Environmental Impact Statement
confirms that the Purple Line between Bethesda and Silver Spring will:

Permanently remove all the surrounding trees and tree canopy -- 17
acres of trees

Convert our Trail into a dangerously narrow  bike lane along a transitway
Run trains about 10'  from trail users -- passing every three minutes in
both directions

Permanently close the Tunnel for trail use or put the trail above the
trains in the Tunnel
Park trains next to Giffords Ice Cream and Landmark Theater while
awaiting maintenance
Great urban areas have great parks.   This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park" -- so that we, and
generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural resource,
regardless of the growth and development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #643 DETAIL
First Name : David
Last Name : Freeman, PsyD
Business Name : Community Connections, Inc.
Address : 801 Pennsylvania Ave., SE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20003
Email Address : DFREEMAN@CCDC1.ORG
Submission Content/Notes : We need the LIGHT RAIL Purple LINE!

David Freeman, PsyD

Associate Clinical Director

Community Connections, Inc.

801 Pennsylvania Ave. SE #201

Washington, DC 20003

202-281-2934

dfreeman@ccdc1.org



 - RECORD #1277 DETAIL
First Name : George
Last Name : French
Business Name :
Address : 510 Albany Avenue
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :



Submission Content/Notes : George French from Takoma park. G-E-O-R-G-E, F-R-E-N-C-H. I have
many concerns about the proposed purple line project. I believe the
trolley would introduce more congestion, more development and more
traffic to the region in an escalating spiral of unsustainable growth.

The pressure to develop high density around transit stations is
significant. We see it happening at the Takoma Metro Station where
Wamada is selling off parkland and jeopardizing transit access and
future expansion to accommodate developer EYA who is planning to
build 86 townhouses with 2-car garages.

This is also evident at the Silver Spring Metro station where among a
dozen new development projects developer home properties just
received planning board approval to tear down 182 units of the historic
and affordable Fauklin Garden Apartments and replace them with 1,060
units of high density residential towers with hundreds of parking spaces.

All the mature trees and natural vegetation and the original contours of
the land will be scraped flat. The DEIS shows the purple line's inability to
alleviate traffic congestion. This project is just an excuse for increased
development.

One of the goals of the Long Branch Task Force is the redevelopment of
that area and some members are pleased about the prospects of the
purple line acting as a catalyst for growth.

But what is at stake? Is this vibrant, multi-cultural community of heritage
shopping centers containing small, independent ethnic businesses and
affordable garden apartments.

The same is true of the predominantly Hispanic community of the
Takoma Langley Crossroads where residents and business owners are
fearful of gentrification that redevelopment would bring and the purple
line would boost. See last week's Gazette article.

The purple line is pitting community against community and neighbor
against neighbor. Takoma Park vetoed the study of the purple line
alignments through the city. We should be sympathetic to our neighbors
in Silver Spring Park and in other East Silver Spring communities.

Who better to judge the negative aspects and questionable benefit of
this colossal project than the people who would be most impacted?

I have noted vast numbers of yard signs along the proposed alignments
in opposition. I would hope people would put themselves in the shoes of
the majority of people who face the greatest impacts.

I'm concerned that the MTA has pumped up ridership figures to
unrealistic levels, and when these figures don't meet expectations, there
will be additional pressure to develop the purple line corridor and
beyond.

This is not smart growth, it is compounded growth. There is no compact
that - density around here to prevent sprawl in the up county. The ICC
will assure sprawl in the midcounty areas.

We have a terrific bus system at a reasonable fare. We have no idea
what the trolley fare would cost. If you live between purple line stops,
your bus service may be diminished with buses running less frequently
and transporting you to the nearest trolley station instead of the transit
center and an extra transfer in both directions.



I'll end by saying I'm taking all this into consideration and I support the
no build or a modified TSM alternative.



 - RECORD #461 DETAIL
First Name : Danielle
Last Name : Fresquez
Business Name :
Address : 12502 Villlage Square Terrace
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20852
Email Address : INDIAN_WILLOW87@YAHOO.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear MTA Dir. of Planning Ratcliff,

Re: Purple Line DEIS

I strongly support the Purple Line light rail and request that
my comments be added to the public record.

As the Washington DC region grows, energy costs rise, and
traffic continues to get worse, investing in the Purple Line
makes sense.

I support the Purple Line because it will:

-- Reduce traffic by taking up to 20,000 cars off the road and
significantly improve travel time along the 16 mile corridor;
-- Bring relief to commuters by providing a new transportation
choice, particularly those living in underserved communities on
the east side of the region;
-- Serve an estimated 48,000 to 62,000 riders per day;
-- Encourage revitalization of our communities and businesses
with new transit oriented development;
-- Help protect the Bay and our air and water quality; and,
-- Create more pedestrian and bicycle access through improved
sidewalks and crosswalks as well as the completion of the
Capital Crescent and Silver Spring Green Trails.

Sincerely,
Danielle fresquez
12502 village sq terr #302
rockville, MD 20852



 - RECORD #2776 DETAIL
First Name : Julie
Last Name : Friauf
Business Name :
Address : 3109 Woodhollow Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JULIEFRIAUF@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,

My family and I enjoy riding our bicycles on the trail where the Purple
Line has been proposed to run.  The greatest thing about this trail is that,
despite living inside the Beltway in the heart of a very large city, I can
ride my bicycle among trees, birds, and other wildlife, and feel like I am
out in the country.  I used to live in Los Angeles, California, where the
city planners did not set aside very much parkland or biking trails for
people to commute to work or for leisure time.  That's exactly why I like
this area so much more.  One of my favorite summertime activities is
riding my bicycle from my house over to Bethesda to enjoy dinner there.
My family gets exercise, both going and coming home, and I don't have
to worry about finding a parking space.  I am also proud that my family is
not polluting the air when we do this.

If the Purple Line is run along the trail, the bike ride won't be enjoyable
with all the trees and wildlife gone.  PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE don't
run the train alongside the trail!  The Purple Line needs to either go
underground, like they did with the Metro Red Line running up to
Glenmont, or along the Beltway, between the inner and outer loop, like
they do in Los Angeles.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2901 DETAIL
First Name : Ken
Last Name : Friauf
Business Name :
Address : 3109 Woodhollow Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : KAF@A1IS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : January 10, 2009

To whom it may concern:

I believe that the best option is an underground rail system, not one that
would use the Capital Crescent Trail.  If you look at many of the large
cities in the world, mass rail transit is underground. Some cities I have
visited where the subway was below ground:  Moscow, Leningrad,
Munich, Paris, and Washington DC.  When I visited Leningrad even at
10 pm, if you waited 2 minutes, yes, 2minutes, you waited a long time for
a subway train, for one was coming at least every 90 seconds.  Who
needs a car with that kind of service?

 The advantages of going underground are:

Very little weather related problems such as ice and snow, and it is
immune to traffic problems such as cars blocking the way.

Noise disturbance to existing residential neighborhoods is minimized.
Metro on both sides of the red line is underground except for where
there was a frequent functioning and still functioning railroad right of
way.  The Capital Crescent Trail, though a railroad right of way, was
seldom used in the last thirty years, before being turned into a hiker /
biker path that is used by many, many people including me.

If the volumes of letters, emails, and signatures provide a clue, the
Capital Crescent Trail is well liked and used by many people as it stands
today.  Putting the rail line underground will preserve the peaceful, tree-
lined path for future generations to come.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter.  Please vote to preserve
the Capital Crescent trail as it stands today.

Attachments : Friauf_Ken.pdf (9 kb)



January 10, 2009

To whom it may concern:

I believe that the best option is an underground rail system, not one that would use the 
Capital Crescent Trail.  If you look at many of the large cities in the world, mass rail 
transit is underground. Some cities I have visited where the subway was below ground:  
Moscow, Leningrad, Munich, Paris, and Washington DC.  When I visited Leningrad even 
at 10 pm, if you waited 2 minutes, yes, 2minutes, you waited a long time for a subway 
train, for one was coming at least every 90 seconds.  Who needs a car with that kind of 
service?

The advantages of going underground are: 

Very little weather related problems such as ice and snow, and it is immune to 
traffic problems such as cars blocking the way.

Noise disturbance to existing residential neighborhoods is minimized.  Metro on 
both sides of the red line is underground except for where there was a frequent 
functioning and still functioning railroad right of way.  The Capital Crescent 
Trail, though a railroad right of way, was seldom used in the last thirty years, 
before being turned into a hiker / biker path that is used by many, many people 
including me.  

If the volumes of letters, emails, and signatures provide a clue, the Capital 
Crescent Trail is well liked and used by many people as it stands today.  Putting 
the rail line underground will preserve the peaceful, tree-lined path for future 
generations to come.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter.  Please vote to preserve the Capital 
Crescent trail as it stands today.

Sincerely,

Ken  Friauf
3109 Woodhollow Drive
Chevy Chase, Maryland

20815



 - RECORD #605 DETAIL
First Name : Aron
Last Name : Friedman
Business Name :
Address : 3223 Farmington Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : ARONATRR@YAHOO.COM



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,
MTA Planning Director Ratcliff,
County Executive Leggett,
Chairman Hanson,
Council President Andrews,

I use the Crescent Trail to ride my bike to work, which allows me to save
gas, avoid dangerous traffic on the roads and enjoy the scenic beauty of
the trail.  It also reduces the traffic on the roads for other commuters as
well as my carbon footprint, which helps the whole world. There is no
easy way to ride a bike in that direction without the trail.  East West
Highway doesn't even have a sidewalk the whole way and riding on the
narrow sidewalk is very dangerous with pedestrians, cars pulling out of
driveways and cars turning from side streets without looking for
oncoming cycle traffic.  Therefore, loss of the trail will put me back in a
car on the road having a negative effect for everyone.

My family also enjoys using the trail to walk, run or bike on the
weekends and it is an easy way for us to get to Bethesda without having
to use or park a car there.

Studies have shown that even though the Capital Crescent Trail from
Bethesda to Silver Spring is unpaved, more than 10,000 walkers and
bikers traversed it weekly -- as of 2006 -- and that number is growing
steadily. Trail users come in all sizes, ages, races, nationalities, and
abilities. Families with small children on bikes, parents with strollers, the
elderly, teenagers, dog walkers, high speed bikers -- all use the Trail.
Trail users come from all over the region.

The environmental impacts of building the Purple Line along the Capital
Crescent Trail are huge:
The impact of cutting down all the trees and running trains or buses
about 10' from families, children and the elderly is huge.

The impact of permanently closing the Bethesda Tunnel for Trail use, or
at best, putting the Trail above the trains in the Tunnel is huge.

The impact of parking trains awaiting maintenance next to Giffords Ice
Cream and the Landmark Theater -- or running buses through there -- is
huge.

Even though twenty years ago the Georgetown Branch/Capital Crescent
Trail right-of-way may have been purchased for transit and a trail, the
State is NOT absolved from doing a complete and objective evaluation
of the environmental impacts of putting Purple Line trains or buses along
the Trail now.

The Purple Line Draft Environmental Impact Statement is "intended to
allow for an objective, efficient, and fully informed evaluation and rating
of the transit projects seeking funding under the Federal New Starts
process". And yet, the DEIS appears to be neither objective, fair nor
complete.

The adverse environmental and community impacts are severely
understated in the DEIS -- for all of the rail and bus alternatives that
would build the Purple Line along the Georgetown Branch of the Capital
Crescent Trail. (And given the apparent bias in this study, it causes one
to have grave concerns about other areas of the study which are
technical and not so transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.)

In 1988, when the County purchased the Georgetown Branch right of



way, and in the 1990's, when future transit use was written into the
master plan, it was difficult for leaders and citizens to foresee how
popular and valuable the Capital Crescent Trail would become as a
natural, tree-lined greenspace and Trail.

Had our public officials known then what we know now about the
environmental benefits of preserving this 17 acres of mature trees and
natural greenspace in lower Montgomery County, and had they known
the environmental costs of putting transit in this location, they may have
supported purchasing the right of way solely for parkland -- just like the
Capital Crescent Trail from Bethesda to Georgetown.

Moreover, at that time, had our public officials known about the BRAC
relocation of Walter Reed Hospital and the need to find transportation
solutions for the new National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, they
might have planned differently.

Now, it is time for our public officials to take a new, fresh and unbiased
look at where transit should best be located, and reflect the current
transportation needs of the entire county.

There could be a tremendous regional benefit provided by a full
consideration of the Bus Rapid Transit alternatives on Jones Bridge
Road in the AA/DEIS: the opportunity to provide for good east-west
transit in the southern part of Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties
in a cost-effective way, saving as much as $1 billion over the other
alternatives, and at the same time addressing the transportation and
traffic needs posed by the BRAC.

In any event, it is essential that our public officials grasp the value that
residents place on preserving our irreplaceable trees and beautiful
recreational greenspace in lower Montgomery County.

Below are some specific concerns about the the Draft EIS as it relates to
transit along the Capital Crescent Trail:

1. History in the DEIS

There is no mention in the DEIS that the original plans for a light rail
called for a single track light rail because the corridor is so narrow. While
there is frequent reference to the right of way being a former transit
corridor, there is no mention that the freight train that previously ran in
the corridor, ran only a few times a week, at about 15 mph, on a single
track, and was screened by forest on both sides. With the Purple Line,
this single track (which is now a trail) will be replaced by two tracks and
a trail, with no trees, and with trains passing every three minutes.

2. Popularity of the Trail and Need for Greenspace

Inexplicably, there is no mention in the DEIS of the fact that the Trail has
been documented to have 10,000 trail uses weekly as of 2006, and this
number has been growing steadily. Trail users are of all ages, races,
nationalities, and abilities. This heavy trail use is especially significant in
light of the fact that the Trail is crushed stone, not paved like the Trail to
Georgetown, and bikers with narrow tires cannot use it without
significant risk to their tires.

Moreover, there is no mention in the DEIS of the need for greenspace
and natural recreational trails in the years to come with Smart Growth
and increasing urban density. The population of the Bethesda CBD will
double in 15 years and these residents will need greenspace and
recreational trails. The Trail to Georgetown is already saturated and



dangerous -- with accidents becoming common.

Even though the right-of-way was originally purchased for transit and a
trail, that doesn’t absolve the State from doing a complete and objective
evaluation of the environmental impacts of putting transit in this location.

3. Loss of Forest

The DEIS clearly states that the trees in the right of way will be
destroyed and no tree canopy will be replaced. The DEIS is inexplicably
negligent in failing to quantify these trees or weigh the impact of the loss
of these trees to the environment, to trail users, and to the communities
surrounding the Trail. According to American Forests, at least 17 acres
of tree canopy will be destroyed. These 17 acres of mature trees are
some of the last remaining forest in lower Montgomery County and they
are important for sediment control, clean water, clean air, carbon
sequestration, shading the Trail, and providing a buffer for communities.

4. Inaccurate renderings of the future bike lane

MTA's visual and written images of the "trail" along the light rail are
seriously misleading. There can be no tree canopy near the tracks, and
to state that trees from neighboring yards will provide canopy is not
supported in fact. To the contrary, on both sides of the right-of-way,
neighbors will put up security and privacy fencing because their homes
are very close to the rail and the Trail. Hence, trail users will be confined
inside a solid fenced in corridor with trains passing by in both directions
every three minutes. Fencing will also be necessary along the inside
border of the Trail to keep trail users from accidently falling onto the
tracks or from crossing intentionally. Most of the right of way will require
major retaining walls since the terrain in almost never level and tends to
rise steeply or fall of precipitously.

5. Safety Concerns for the new narrow confined bike lane

The Trail is already crowded with trail users of varying speeds and
abilities, small children, elderly, strollers, etc., -- going in two directions,
passing each other in both directions. To be fenced into a narrow bike
lane with high speed bikers passing too, would be harrowing at best.

6. Adverse Impact on Community Cohesion

The neighborhoods of East Bethesda, Town of Chevy Chase, Edgevale,
North Chevy Chase, Coquelin Run and Coquelin Terrace, would be
divided by a transitway. These neighborhoods share the same middle
school and high school. Children go back and forth, and use the Trail to
get to Westland Middle School, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School,
and the Leland Community Center, not to mention each others homes. A
transitway in this location seriously is destructive to community cohesion
and is inexcusable transportation planning.

7. Loss of Trail Access

Except at a few places, trail access will be lost for the neighboring
communities. Currently there are many gates and open access points to
the Trail.

8. Safety Concerns with the Light Rail

Loss of Trail access will lead youth to try to cross the rail in dangerous
ways, jumping fences, etc. Young people will try to climb fences, for
example, to cross directly to B-CC High School in East Bethesda,



Macdonald's on East West Highway, and the Leland Center in the Town
of Chevy Chase. Currently, there are many gates, and youth come
through these regularly.

In the last two weeks there have been light rail accidents in Boston and
in Phoenix, and a few months back a boy was killed by a CSX train in
Montgomery County.

This is simply not a safe and resonable location for a transitway, so
close to homes and a popular Trail.

9. Closing the Bethesda Tunnel for Trail Users or building the Trail
above the Trains in the Tunnel

The medium- cost light rail option of routing 10,000 trail users weekly
across Wisconsin Avenue at grade and along Bethesda Avenue would
be TOTALLY unsafe. A child was hit by a car crossing at Wisconsin
Avenue before the Tunnel was opened ten years ago. The high-cost
light rail option of routing trail users above the trains in the Tunnel would
also seriously diminish the use of the Trail by everyone except perhaps
high speed bikers. Families with children, the elderly, etc.would find this
Tunnel passage difficult.

10. Parking Trains Awaiting Maintenance next to Giffords Ice Cream and
the Landmark Theater -- or Running Buses Through There Using the
open space at Bethesda and Woodmont Avenues as a "Tail Track" for
trains -- or a roadway for buses -- would ruin the ambiance and safety of
this open space, which is an important amenity in the heart of downtown
Bethesda.

11. Homes along the Trail

The DEIS makes no enumeration of homes, condominiums and
apartments along the Trail, and it neglects to describe how close these
residences would be to the transitway. The DEIS should state how many
of these homes are less than 100', 75', 50', 30' etc. from where light rail
trains would pass; It is simply inexcusable to have no analysis of the
impact on the property values of the homes along the corridor.

In conclusion, the DEIS has not been a fair study and appears to be
biased in understating the adverse impacts of transit along the Capital
Crescent Trail. Given this apparent bias, it causes one to have grave
concerns about other areas of the study which are technical and not so
transparent, such as ridership, time traveled, etc.

In any event, it is important that the Capital Crescent Trail/Georgetown
Branch right of way be finally eliminated as a route for the Purple Line.
Loss of this significant, irreplaceable greenspace is unacceptable.
Choosing this route will meet with substantial and growing opposition
from Trail users and communities far and wide, and this dissent will hurt
any chances for FTA funding.

I urge our public officials to give a fair and more thorough study of the
Jones Bridge Road Bus Rapid Transit route and any other possible
routes that should be studied as well.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Aron Friedman
3223 Farmington Drive



Chevy Chase, MD 20815



 - RECORD #125 DETAIL
First Name : Diana
Last Name : Friedman
Business Name :
Address :
City : Takoma Park
State : MD
Zip Code : 20912
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : Love the purple line!! Go forward. You can put it in my backyard if you

want. Please put it on Wayne--do Not tunnel through Silver Spring
avenue unless you compensate those people for their backyards. Make
lots of stops. Make it affordable. Streetscape University boulevard and
Wayne avenue and put in bike paths so people will get out of their cars.
Show Washington DC what public transit can do for the suburbs



 - RECORD #1820 DETAIL
First Name : Jane M.
Last Name : Friedman
Business Name :
Address : 4823 Chevy Chase Blvd.
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : UMINES@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson,
and  Council President Andrews:
     Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers use the Capital
Crescent Trail between Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed
by the elderly, parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with
small children,  cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes and
daily commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.
     The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10 feet
from hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
     Please understand that I am not opposed to modernized and speedy
transportation between Silver Spring and Bethesda.  I strongly believe
that the best way to build that transportation is either underground or by
bus from Silver Spring to NIH or to  the Bethesda Metro area.
     Bringing a light rail along the Crescent Trail into the center of
downtown Bethesda, endangering the lives of bikers, not to speak of the
Trail itself, is a very bad idea.



 - RECORD #2957 DETAIL
First Name : Julie
Last Name : Friedman
Business Name :
Address : 12401 Eastbourne Dr
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20904
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail. Public transit is the most

efficient, least pollution type of transportation, and uses up less land
than building new roads.



 - RECORD #598 DETAIL
First Name : Robert
Last Name : Friedman
Business Name :
Address : 7911 Lynbrook Drive.
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20814
Email Address : RDFRIEDMAN@STARPOWER.NET
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor Martin O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Diane Ratcliff,

         County Executive Isiah Leggett,

         Chairman Royce Hanson,

         Council President Mike Knapp, and others,

I am a resident of Montgomery County, and I write to express my
support for maintaining the Georgetown Branch Trail as a great public
amenity.  I use the trail on a regular basis, mostly walking and bicycling.
I value my neighborhood in large part because it affords me access to
this trail.

I have followed the discussion over the Purple Line for a number of
years now, and remain convinced that the trail has been consistently
undervalued at every stage of the development of this project.  Instead
of giving it its true worth, evaluations routinely relegate it to an
afterthought.  The current DEIS is no exception.    Where is the
consideration of the number of users that the trail has, its worth to the
neighborhoods it crosses, and the effect that will be produced by the
destruction of trees necessary to build the Purple Line?  A trail that
accompanies the rail is no substitute for this wonderful linear park that
has attracted so many users over the years.

To have a green space like this in dense urban neighborhoods,  is
nothing short of a treasure.  As our urban neighborhoods grow, a
recreational trail like the one that now exists becomes even more
important.  Every person from outside our metropolitan area who I have
introduced to the trail has raved over its beauty and wished they had its
equal in their neighborhood.

I urge you to find a way to save this great trail.  Once gone, it is lost
forever.

Thank you for your consideration,

Robert Friedman
7911 Lynbrook Dr.
Bethesda, MD 20814



 - RECORD #2408 DETAIL
First Name : Julius W.
Last Name : Friend
Business Name :
Address : 7215 Rollingwood Drive
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : JWFRIEND@GMAIL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Sirs:

              As a bicyclist who uses the Crescent trail between Jones
bridge road and Bethesda 3-4 times a week, I am deeply concerned
about
the plans to destroy the trail in order to build a rail line.  It is
nonsense to maintain that the rail line and the trail are
compatible--the trail is narrow, bordered by trees and with high
ridges behind. The new combined trail/rail line would at best be a
featureless box.
    Can we afford a rail line that is estimated to cost $1.2 billion,
when we know how costs expand? The present bridge across Rock
Creek
cost several hundred thousand dollars.One fit for light rail would be
double or triple that by itself.
    The proposed rail line dumps users in Bethesda; a bus line would
bring them to the Medical Center and connect with its Metro line. Yes,
it would be slower, but it is also slower to go from Woodmont Ave. to
the Medical Center.
     Neither solution is ideal. But ecology, cost, practicality all
call for the bus line. Think about it.



 - RECORD #63 DETAIL
First Name : Mathias
Last Name : Frisch
Business Name :
Address : 7609 Marbury Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : mfrisch@umd.edu
Submission Content/Notes : Both my wife and I commute from Bethesda to the University of

Maryland at College Park (as do several of our colleagues).  We usually
take the metro, despite the lengthy commute time into DC and back out
again.
During the few times when we take the car, we are amazed at the traffic
on the beltway between College Park and the Bethesda exits.  The
Purple Line seems desperately needed, not least to reduce CO2
emissions contributed by the Wash Metro Area.
We can't wait for the Purple Line finally to become a reality!



 - RECORD #789 DETAIL
First Name : Mathias
Last Name : Frisch
Business Name :
Address : 7609 Marbury Rd
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code : 20817
Email Address : mfrisch@umd.edu



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Maryland Transit Administration:
I enthusiastically support a LIGHT RAIL Purple Line.

I am a resident of Montgomery County and work at the University of
Maryland.  I would use the Purple Line as my primary method of
commuting.
(Currently I am frequently taking the metro through DC, sometimes I am
driving for time reasons, which I would stop completely once the Purple
Line is built, and occasionally I commute by bike along the Georgetown
Branch Trail).
I want to add the following comments:

1)  I am well familiar with the Georgetown Branch trail, and greatly
appreciate the existence of this off-road trail.  I do not think the trail
would be degraded in either its recreational value or its value as an
environmentally friendly commuter route, if a light rail was built alongside
it.  (After all, the trail is not a backcountry trail!)  I do, however,think that
the trail would suffer tremendously if a BUS route was built alongside the
trail.  Buses are noisier and pollute locally.  Light rail could ideally be
powered by electricity generated from 'green' resources.

2)  I am well familiar with light rail--I spend many summers in Munich,
Germany, which has an extensive light rail system (in addition to an
extensive subway and suburban train system.)  The light rail runs at
grade, often on streets and even through the downtown pedestrian mall.
It is extremely safe, quiet and clean and does in no way deteriorate or
negatively impact the roads and places it runs through.  (There is also
light rail in the neighbouring city of Augsburg running right through the
historical section of town, dating from the 16th and 17th centuries--in no
way does the light rail impact the neighborhoods it runs through
negatively, but it greatly enhances the city's livability.)
I suspect that many of the opponents of light rail are opponents simply
out of ignorance and have no first hand experience with light rail, and
have no experience with how quiet, clean, and safe light rail is.)

3)  I have extensive experience with using public transport. To my mind
there is a huge difference in comfort and the quality of service between
even the best bus service and light rail.  I have tried using the bus
service from Bethesda to College Park, and aside from the commute
time (which would not be an issue if a dedicated bus route were built)
the ride itself is a pretty awful experience--riding over potholes (of which
there are many!) is accompanied by loud clanking noises and the ride is
overall far less smooth and enjoyable than a ride with light rail.  I like to
do some work during my commute--one of the advantages of using
public transport over driving, and working on the Bethesda-College Park
bus is simply not possible.
I for one would not be inclined to use a bus as regularly as I would use
light rail. (There must be research on this,but I suspect that a dedicated
bus route would result in a far smaller reduction in vehicle traffic than a
light rail.)

4)  In light of my previous remark, I think a light rail would be a far more
forward looking alternative, a transit option truly for the 21st century that
makes a significant contribution to reducing greenhouse-gas emissions,
while a dedicated bus route would be a timid stop-gap measure.

Sincerely,

Prof.  Mathias Frisch



 - RECORD #3196 DETAIL
First Name : Ashley
Last Name : Frost
Business Name :
Address : 430 Ridge Road
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : afrost@smcmail.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Frost 35863.pdf (105 kb)







 - RECORD #3123 DETAIL
First Name : Sandei
Last Name : Frye
Business Name :
Address : 217 Lakeside Drive, T3
City : Greenbelt
State : MD
Zip Code : 20770
Email Address : goldeiham@aol.com
Submission Content/Notes :
Attachments : Frye 35547.pdf (106 kb)







 - RECORD #2972 DETAIL
First Name : Lily
Last Name : Fu
Business Name :
Address : 13301 Keating Street
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20853
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I support building the Purple Line as light rail.
Attachments : Comment Cards. Alisha Creel.pdf (93 kb)





 - RECORD #2195 DETAIL
First Name : Jeff
Last Name : Fuge
Business Name : Jeffrey C. Fuge & Associates, Inc.
Address :
City :
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : FUGE@EROLS.COM
Submission Content/Notes : PLEASE SAVE THE TRAIL AND OUR MONEY



 - RECORD #1703 DETAIL
First Name : Nadine
Last Name : Fugier
Business Name :
Address : 4225 Oakridge Lane
City : Chevy Chase
State : MD
Zip Code : 20815
Email Address : NFMEL@AOL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Re: Purple Line DEIS -- No Rail on the Trail!

Dear Governor O’Malley,
         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff
         County Executive Leggett,
         Chairman Hanson,
         Council President Andrews,

       &nb sp;
I live right behind the trail and love walking my dog there. I enjoy the
quietness it provides, I enjoy watching people biking and walking along
the beautiful path, Ienjoy the beautiful trees...
There are actually hundreds of them who use the Capital Crescent Trail
between Bethesda and Silver Spring every day. They are elderly,
parents pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children,
casual cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and
daily commuters.
The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.
Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.
Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.
Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2238 DETAIL
First Name : Deborah Huguely
Last Name : Fulmer
Business Name : MARRIOTT INTERNATIONAL
Address : 1 Marriott Drive
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20058
Email Address : DEBORAH.HUGUELY@MARRIOTT.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley, MTA Planning Director Ratcliff, County

Executive Leggett, Chairman Hanson, Council President Andrews

A residence of Bethesda, I have the wonderful opportunity to enjoy the
Capital Crescent Trail weekly with my family.  Whether it be on walks or
a ride on our bikes, my husband and I take our 20 month daughter out
on the trail to explore, get some exercise and fresh air.  After breakfast
on the weekends, she walks to our back doors and states “trail”.  This is
her way of expressing that she is ready for an adventure on the trail.  I
would hate to lose the opportunity our family has to explore and be
together if the Purple Line comes to fruition.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10’ from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10’ from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region’s “Central Park”
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #2749 DETAIL
First Name : Todd
Last Name : Fulmer
Business Name :
Address :
City : Bethesda
State : MD
Zip Code :
Email Address : TFULMER@SANFORDCAPITAL.COM
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O’Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

A residence of Bethesda, I have the wonderful opportunity to enjoy the
Capital Crescent Trail weekly with my family.  Whether it be on a walk or
a ride on our bikes, my wife and I take our daughter out on the trail to
explore, get some exercise and fresh air.  We usually use the trail every
weekend and would hate to lose the opportunity our family has to
explore and be together if the Purple Line comes.

I also use the trail to commute to work, it’s a short 10 minute bike ride or
a 20-25 minute walk. I am originally from the rural neck of Pennsylvania,
-so for me to enjoy the little woods/ park trail to and from work is very
relaxing.  If the purple line takes its place over the trail, I think I would
rather sit in traffic for 2 hours than listen to a metro screaming over my
head.

I also believe that Chevy Chase/ Bethesda/ Silver Spring are beautiful
cites in their own right and with an above ground metro running through
them become a lot less appealing.  Don’t ruin the beauty of 3 cites, a
beautiful Trail, Golf courses, and Rock Creek Park.  Trust me this is the
last thing people who reside in these cites want to see.

I have also had some employees that travel from the Silver Spring area
to Bethesda and have never complained about the commute. Also in my
travels on East-West Highway I hardly every find traffic problems
traveling each way. There are a lot of other traffic problems around
Maryland that deserve more attention than Silver Spring to Bethesda.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.  Please use your
wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere and to preserve the
Capital Crescent Trail” -- so that we, and generations to come, will be
able to enjoy this natural resource, regardless of the growth and
development that takes place around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #442 DETAIL
First Name : Monica
Last Name : Fulvio
Business Name :
Address : 103 E. Indian Spring Dr
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : mfulvio@gmail.com
Submission Content/Notes : I would love to see the dedicated-rail light rail version of the Purple Line

built.  I would use it for trips I already make on public trans- like
commuting to work- and would be more inclined to visit Bethesda &
Rockville from where I live in Silver Spring.



 - RECORD #481 DETAIL
First Name : Monica
Last Name : Fulvio
Business Name :
Address : 103 E. Indian Spring Drive
City : Silver Spring
State : MD
Zip Code : 20901
Email Address : mfulvio@gmail.com



Submission Content/Notes : Dear Purple Line People,

I'm writing to express my support for the Purple Line-- preferably the
high-investment light rail with a dedicated lane option.

I use public transit to get to work at Thomas Circle, but I currently have
to take a very time consuming bus or get a ride to the Silver Spring
Metro station; I don't own a car.  The Purple Line would allow
me to get to work more easily, and without using a car.     I also
would like to be able to get to Bethesda & Rockville via public transit...
in less than an hour.

Our future is in public transit, and the addition of the purple line would
make DC's already fairly strong public transit system far more accessible
to Maryland residents-- especially those who don't currently have the
good fortune to live right next to the Red Line.

Best regards,
Monica Fulvio
103 E Indian Spring Dr
 Silver Spring, MD 20901

If you are able to make it, please attend SATURDAY's Purple Line
hearing in Takoma Park/Silver Spring.

As you may have already heard, the Town of Chevy Chase has spent
nearly $400,000 out of the town's tax coffers to hire consultants to try
and derail this critical piece to solving our region's environmental, traffic
and transportation challenges. Now that we have gained substantial
momentum toward making the Purple Line a reality, they have now
authorized nearly $100,000 to hire a big law firm to obstruct the project.

This proves what we have suspected all along -- that the Town's
proposal to re-route the Purple Line along Jones Bridge Road using a
bus-system instead of light rail, is a stalking horse for killing the project.

We fully expect the opponents to have a large presence this Saturday.
We need all who support making the Purple Line a reality to come out
and stand with us. Details on the event are copied below -- but if you
cannot make it, please at least send a letter to testimony@purpleline.info
with "Purple Line DEIS" in the subject line and your name/address in the
body, explaining why you support the project.

Thanks for your support!
David Moon
Campaign Coordinator
Purple Line NOW!

Saturday, November 22
Montgomery College
Takoma Park/Silver Spring Campus
Falcon Hall
7600 Takoma Avenue
Takoma Park, MD 20912
Open House Starts: 12:30 pm
Public Hearing: 1:00 - 5:00 pm



 - RECORD #2721 DETAIL
First Name : Jennifer
Last Name : Furlano
Business Name :
Address : 4017 8th Street, NE
City : Washington
State : DC
Zip Code : 20017
Email Address : JENNIFER.FURLANO@GALLAUDET.EDU
Submission Content/Notes : Dear Governor O'Malley,

         MTA Planning Director Ratcliff

         County Executive Leggett,

         Chairman Hanson,

         Council President Andrews,

When the weather gets warm, I go out to bike for fun and for
communiting to work.  I often ask friends to try many trails with me.
They gladly go with me.  Often they bring their friends and children and
surprise how beautiful and safe the trails are.  The cars stop at every
cross trail so we feel comfortable bringing the young children.  We feel
that should be preserved for our many generations to come.  Thank you.

Every week, more than 10,000 hikers and bikers -- of all ages, races,
ethnicities, and abilities -- use the Capital Crescent Trail between
Bethesda and Silver Spring. The Trail is enjoyed by the elderly, parents
pushing strollers, bird watchers, families with small children, casual
cyclists, teens going to and from school, athletes in training, and daily
commuters. Trail users come from all around the region.

The Trail is revered for its tranquility and natural beauty. If the Purple
Line is built here, all of the mature trees surrounding the Trail would be
permanently removed, and trains or buses would pass about 10' from
hikers and bikers every three minutes. It would be neither safe nor
attractive for Trail users to be passing each other on a narrow bike lane -
- about 10' from trains or buses. It would be an environmental and
recreational disaster.

Great urban areas have great parks. This irreplaceable forest and
continuous natural Trail provide rare and outstanding recreational
opportunities that cannot be replicated anywhere else.

Please use your wisdom, vision and courage to put transit elsewhere
and to preserve the Capital Crescent Trail as this region's "Central Park"
-- so that we, and generations to come, will be able to enjoy this natural
resource, regardless of the growth and development that takes place
around us.

Thank you for your consideration.



 - RECORD #234 DETAIL
First Name : Allan
Last Name : Fye
Business Name :
Address : 112 Pasture Side Place
City : Rockville
State : MD
Zip Code : 20850
Email Address :
Submission Content/Notes : I think that the high-end light rail version is the best choice.  It provides

teh quickest times and can operate in its own right-of-way.  The link is
long overdue and beats driving in crazy, agressive traffic on the beltway
and other local streets.  Please fund and build this even though we are
in tight financial times.  Stuff like this will help end the recession and
leave a long-lasting, positive impact for our area.
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